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Ctbetan WSiomttu 

The Bot-pa, or Bo-tis, are the race of people residing in 
Ladak^ in Little Tibet ; the country lying between Kashmir 
and Great Tibet. Some of the plains on which these people 
are found, are 15,000 to 16,000 feet above the sea level. The 
Bo-tis are short, stout, broad-faced people, of Tartar origin. 
They wear white woollen cloaks and leggings, felt boots, 
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with skin soles, and caps of sheepskin, with a large flap he- 
hind to protect the neck and ears. The upper classes cover 
the sheepskin cloak with brocades, or silk. The female 
costume consists of a black woollen jacket, a large green, blue, 
red, or yellow striped petticoat, and an overcoat of sheep- 
skin with the wool inside. The heads of the women are bare, 
with the exception of fur-lined lappets, fastened to the hair; 
and a long fringe of narrow cloth which is passed from the 
forehead down the back. This fringe is ornamented with 
inferior turquoises, or other fancy stones. — Missionary News. 



Cftrittffsf from ©rfesfa^ 

" Oeissa may be stated as situated on the western shore of 
the Bay of the Bengal . . '. It extends from the southern 
banks of the Hoogly Eiver to the northern borders of the 
Godavari, while it stretches from the sea-shore, two-thirds of 
its length, back to the chain of hills which separates it from 
Gundwani, Chota Nagpore, and the Cole country towards 
Midnapore.^' * 

'^ Orissa is the Palestine of India. There the temple of 
Juggemath rears its hateful and obscene front, and thither 
the tribes go up from the remotest parts of the land, not, 
alas ! 'to give thanks unto the name of the Lord,' but blas- 
phemously to give unto a hideous and shapeless block of 
wood that honour which belongs to the only true Lord of the 
world. The province of Orissa has ever been noted for its 
scenery, its brahmins, and its temples. A Hindu sage de- 
scribing it to his pupils, said, ' Of all the regions of the earth, 
Orissa boasts the highest renown. Its happy inhabitants live 
secure of a reception into the world of spirits, and those who 
ever visit it, and bathe in its sacred rivers, obtain remission 
of their sins, though they may weigh like mountains.' '' f 

* Orissa and its Evangelisation. By Amos Sutton, D.D. 
t The Orissa Mission. 
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The testimony of an eye-witness of the condition of Orissa 
differs very widely, however, from that of the Hindu sage. 
An English officer has thus described the religious and moral 
state of the country : — '^ Orissa may be compared to a huge 
caldron, which has been boiHng for many hundreds of years 
into which ignorance, stupidity, and bigotry have cast so many 
poisonous ingredients, that it is difficult to say when the con- 
tent? will become purified and good. Ignorance, oppression, 
and superstition, garnished with the deceitful trappings of 
romance, either by or through the means of self-interested 
potentates, have for many years gilded the misery which has 
been endured by its poor, deluded inhabitants/' * 

There/are, however, bright spots in this dark country, and 
the labours of the devoted missions of the General Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society have been the means of turning many from 
idols to serve the living Grod. 

The Committee of the Society for Promoting Female 
Education in the East have had the privilege of sending 
seven of their Agents to labour in this country, whose names 
are familiar to our readers. One of these. Miss Packer, who 
went forth in 1854, is stationed at Kplee, midway between 
the important towns of Cuttack and Pooree. Ttis station 
*' was formerly a Golgotha, a place for burying, burning, and 
exposing the dead/' but Miss Packer has been permitted to 
lead many of her pupils to Him who is Life etei^pal, and in a 
recent visit to Berhampore, in the south of Orissa, whither she 
was called by the illness of a near relative, her heart was 
gladdened by meeting with several who had formerly been 
under her care, and who are walking consistently with their 
Christian profession. Of Berhampore itself it is sufficient to 
quote a proverb of its own people, '^As is the god, so are the 
worshipjpers," to convey an idea of the gross ^wickedness 
of its people. Miss Packer writes :— 

* Oliss{^ the Garden of Superstition and Idolatiy. By W. J. ^. 
Lawrie, Lie^t Madras Artillery. 
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" It has been a groat pleasure to me to see some of my old 
girls, as well as the women of the village ; indeed, the first 
day or two I hardly knew how to meet the demands upon me, 
but as one and another came to see me I could not deny them 
the gratification, so I had again and again to go out into the 
verandah, and, after a few words, dismiss them with the 
promise of a longer interview another' day, when I hope to 
have more leisure. Several of the girls who had married 
brought their children with them, proud to display their 
treasures, and really they did look exceedingly well. With- 
out exception, all were looking healthy and well, and the 
children bright and lively. Only one woman, the widow of a 
njative preacher, was missing of those whom I left nearly 
seven years ago, and she departed in peace about a year ago, 
a bright example of Christian holiness and happiness. I 
spent a day at the new village, and there I had the pleasure 
of seeing one of the Russelcondah orphans. Poor child ! 
I always doubted whether she would survive, and Mrs. Goad- 
by often used to rally me on my fears, as she gradually im- 
proved under our care, and sometimes gave evidence of her 
increasing strength in a somewhat decided assertion of 
her rights among her companions. I did so wish that you 
could see her now, with her womanly figure and smiling 
countenance, as she brought her bright little girl of six 
months old, with all the pride of a mother's heart to show to 
her teacher. She is now a member of the Church, and will, 
I hope, be both a useful and a happy member of the commu- 
nity there. I was very much gratified with her whole 
demeanour. I think it has been a mutual pleasure to us all 
to be permitted again to meet, and I trust will not be with- 
out mutual benefit. It was, too, so very unexpected, that 
perhaps the pleasure has been enhanced.^' 
(To he continued.) 
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atrtiresfsi to tfte Sapanesie amftasstaliorsf* 

The Committee of the Society for Promoting Female Educa- 
tion in the East, have long desired to work in the hitherto 
closed empire of Japan ; but as yet they have not been able to 
enter upon this field. They resolved, therefore, to draw up 
an address on the subject to the Ambassadors, who have been 
on a visit to this country. We transcribe it here, that our 
readers may know what has been done in the matter; and we 
have now to ask their prayers for a blessing on this prst step. 

'^ The President, the Vice-presidents, 
and the other English Ladies on the Committee of the Society 
for Promoting Female Education in the East, humbly desire 
to approach their Excellencies the Ambassadors from Japan, 
and to lay the following statement before them : — 

^^ The Ladies are informed that their Excellencies are de- 
sirous of obtaining information on the important subject of 
Female Education, as carried on in Great Britain ; and they 
will be happy to render any aid that may be in their power 
to facilitate their attaining the end in view. 

" The Ladies of this Society have had the privilege of 
working in this cause for thirty-eight years. They have sent 
qualified European Instructresses to establish schools for girls 
in various parts of China, India, and Africa, as well as to teach 
the ladies of those countries in their own homes. 

" The aim of the Ladies in the education which they im- 
part, is two-fold. They desire that their pupils should be fitted 
for the duties of their position in life ; and resemble the virtu- 
ous woman who is thus described in Holy Scripture: — 

W^i Jcart of \tx fyus!iattli ioti^ gaCelg trust m Jer. 

%\fi serfutfj ^ool an^ flai, ani borHetfy ^illmglg iaitfr Jrr fjanifs. 

%\fi sttrtrfrEtfj out Jcr fjanif iti tfje poor. 

^ie ojyenttfr Set titotitf; bt tj ^tjftjom ; anU xxi \zt tongue v& tje lab of Itinifnejw. 

^\% looketfr beU to tf^e bags of fjer frousefioltr, anU eatetfr not ^i iireaH of iDlnuss. 

I^tr cfjilDren arise tqpr anH call frer iilesseH ; 

fger fjusftantJ also, anlr \z pfraiset^f Jer. 
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''Women wlio are tlius educated, will impfess upon their 
children the precepts of those Scriptures, such as the follow- 
ing:— 

ILA eiiets sotil hz street to tf^e \fi:^tt pfo^ers. dFor tj^erc is no p^er hvi of 
0olr : i^t p^ew tj^at fo are ortrauwU of ©oU. l^enJcr tfyerefore to all tjeir 
Imcs: triirate to fejom tribute is Uue ; custom to fcjom custom ; ftar to Wjom 
fesr ; f^onont to fofrom f^onour. 

''Also, bearing in mind that this life is but a transitory one, 
the Ladies desire the teachers they send out to set before 
their pupils the way revealed in the same Holy Book to ever- 
lasting happiness in the life to come, — happiness which is 
offered to every kindred, and tongue, and people, — for it is 

written— 

(Sroti SO lobctf t]^e iaorlli, 

tZDj^at 3^t gabe J^ts onlg begotten ,Son, 

tB^Jat bjjosoeber beliebetl in Sim 

^fjoulti not perisfr, but fja&e eberlasting Itfe^ 

"The Ladifes humbly beg their Excellencies to express to 
the Mikado their hearty sympathy with his endeavours to 
promote the highest education for his Subjects, and their 
readiness to send well-qualified Ladies to aid in the Instruc- 
tion of the Wives and Daughters of his people/' 

The address, which has been beautifully illuminated for 
presentation, by one of the ladies of the Committee, and*en- 
closed in a red morocco case, was presented on behalf of the 
Committee, with a copy of the last Annual Eeport, hand- 
somely bound, by tjie Hon. Arthur Kinnaird, M.P., on De- 
pember 4th. 

The Earl of Shaftesbury, K.G,, had kindly promised to 
represent the Committee on the occasion, and had ex- 
pressed much interest in the subject; but the arrival of 
their Excellencies after the season was over, prevented 
his intention being carried into effect. The following 
answer to the address was returned, and handed to Mr. 
Kinnaird, by his Excellency the Prime Minister: — "Am- 

assade Japonaise. — To the Dowager Marchioness of Chol- 
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mondeTey, the Pr esidenj;, Vice-Presidents, etc.. Committee of 
the Society for Promoting Female Education in the Bast,— 
We, the Ambassadors of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, 
in reply to your earnest words expressing sympathy with the 
cause of female education in Japan, desire to thank you for 
the friendly interest thus manifested. We are anxious to 
gather information respecting your methods of education, 
and whatever else you may have learned in your long ex- 
perience which shall tend to the elevation of the wives and 
daughters of our land. We appreciate your noble efforts put 
forth for the advancement of the women in the East, and are 
deeply grateful for your kind offer to aid in this work in our 
empire, from which the cloud of seclusion has but recently 
been dispelled. We shall be most happy to convey to His 
Majesty the Emperor of Japan an account of this interview, 
and on his behalf thank you for your sympathy with what he 
is endeavouring to accomplish for the welfare of your sisters 
in Japan.'' 



S^tbmli on iHouttt SLetianott^ 

Miss Jacombs, the Superintendent of the School at Sidon, is 
well known to our readers. Her letter will, therefore, be read 
with much pleasure; and many a heart will rejoice with her 
over the increasing interest manifested by her pupils in the 
Word of God. 

Great causfe for thankfulness is also afforded by her account 
of the visits which she, accompanied by her assistant. Miss 
Stainton, paid during their summer holiday to some of the 
Schools on the Lebanon, conducted by young women trained 
in Mrs. Watson's Native Female Training School at SJiemlan, 
Mount Lebanon, under the superintendence of another of the 
Society's agents. Miss Hicks. 

''Many of the girls have bought Bibles of their own this 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



8 Female Missionary Intelligencer, 

year; also the 'Scripture Help/ and hymn-books, which, 
shows that they value what they contain more than formerly ; 
for it is very seldom natives care to buy books, if they can any 
way manage without ; and what they spent in this way was 
given them by their parents, to spend upon themselves. Some 
of them were so delighted when .they possessed their oivn 
treasures, that they scarcely knew how to control themselves. 
On seeing this, I said to one of them, playfully, ' Why, how 
is this ; you seem to be very proud, and thinking something 
of yourself to-day/ She looked at me, with her face beaming 
with joy, and said, 'No, my teacher, I am not proud; but I 
am vefry very happy. Now I have a Bible of my ovm, I can 
open it, and read verses to my father myself ; before, I could 
not always remember them just as I had learned them at 
school ; now I shall have the whole Bible always with me ! ' 
The same child, on hearing that her father was ill, directly 
wrote a letter to him, begging him at once to come to Jesas 
and believe on Him, assuring him that He was able and will- 
ing to heal his sin-sick soul. Another, who entered school 
this year, who knew very little of the true religion, but is very- 
anxious to learn, no sooner learned herself that it is the duty 
of all to keep the Sabbath, than she at once asked permission 
for some one to write to her father (not being able to write 
herself), begging him never to work again on the Sabbath ; 
for, by so- doing, he was sinning against God. Many others, 
too, show the same deep interest in their parents and friends, 
which is very cheering to see. 

Before leaving Sidon we called upon most of the parents, 
who received us very kindly, and expressed their thanks for 
all that had been done for their children, promising to send 
them again as soon as we return. The mother of one of them 
seemed to think it quite necessary to apologise for her daugh- 
ter having brought a little Moslem girl to school, although she 
wished her not to do it, lest we might be angry with her; and 
the poor woman seemed quite relieved when we told her that 
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we were very glad indeed that she liad brought her, and hoped 
she would bring as many more as she could, assuring her that 
wewere ready and willing to teach Christians, Jews, or.Moslems 
who were willing to come to our school. The Christians who 
have not been under Protestant influence cannot at all under- 
stand how we can care for Jews or .Moslems. 

One little Jewess came for a short time, but soon left ; and 
the mother of another assured me that she would like to send 
her daughter, but our school being in the Moslem quarter, the' 
Moslem children ran after and beat them so much that they 
could not possibly send little girls alone, and their elder 
daughters they could not spare. One nice little girl, who has 
attended very regularly all this year, showed the deepest dis- 
tress when we called upon her mother, because she so con- 
stantly used the name of God in conversation, as is the usual 
custom among the natives, and in school we always try to get 
them out of this habit. This one thing showed us that school 
had had its good effect upon her in that respect. She also 
showed us her little sister, that she is very anxious to bring to 
school with her as soon as she is old enough. We have much 
cause for thankfulness, that our Heavenly Father has been 
pleased thus far to bless our feeble efforts, both amongst 
boarders and day scholars ; and trust, if it be God^s will, we 
may be still permitted to train many more for useful lives and 
a happy eternity, in our pleasant comer of the Master's vine- 
yard at Sidon. 

Miss Stainton and I visited some of the young women last 
week, who were girls in the 1st and 2nd classes in the Shemlan 
schools when I first came, nearly nine years ago. The first we 
called upon was Handowa, who has a very nice school in her 
native village (Haddath), and seems to be carrying on a good 
work there. The day we called she had thirty-three children, 
and in the winter season she has eve^ more. We heard them 
read in the vowelled Testament, and simple reading in three 
classes ; the others are learning the alphabet. We also ques- 
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tioned thein on a catecMsm they have learned all through, and 
they answered very readily, at which I was quite pleased, for 
they conld not possibly have prepared it for the occasion. They 
also sing some hymns very nicely, are studying arithmetic and 
geography ; and the order of the school was very good. A 
niece of Handowa^s, who was in Sidon school, is helping her 
with the younger classes. She was only with us two years, as 
she was too dull to keep her any longer with the hopeof making 
her a teacher; however, I am much pleased to find that the 
little she knows is now put to use. Next we called upon one 
of our Sidon girls, in a village about half an hour's distance, 
who has completed her four years, and we hope that a school 
will be given her as soon as the time for recommencing schools 
comes, when the hot season is over : she has been teaching some 
of the day scholars in Sidon nearly half the time during the 
past year, and I feel sure she will make a good teacher. In a 
village,another half hour's distance,up'the mountains, we called 
uponLuceya and Saada (Shemlan girls), they have a very large 
day school of about sixty or seventy girls. Luceya, her hus- 
band, and Saada, are all employed in it, teaching the usual 
branches in Arabic and English to six of the elder girls. This 
school, also, is in very good order. How much good it would 
do the supporters of Shemlan School to visit these schools 
taught by girls trained there ! "We felt much cheered and en- 
couraged in our work, and long more than ever to visit the 
schools carried on by teachers from Sidon. Six are already- 
being taught by them; but I do not for one moment expect to 
find the order and system that I have seen in these, for two 
reasons — ^first, the people in our district are far behind the 
people in these parts ; and secondly, the girls themselves have 
only had four years' teaching, whereas many of the Shemlan 
girls have had six, and some even more. We must not despise 
the day of small things. 

(To he continued,) 
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a ^tXxt from Cairo* 

BY MISS M. L. WHATELY. 

One Syrian man here (a ricli person, whose girl was at our 
school) had«eemed long inaccessible on religion, though very 
Mendlyf; but it all came out lately, that much more impression 
had been made than was known. He has just lost a most 
lovely and amiable wife ; and when on her death-bed, the 
priest visited her, and exhorted her to pray St. Grabriel, and 
trust in the Virgin Mary, etc. Her husband turned him out 
of the room, saying, '^ Don^t teU my wife such folly ; tell her 
to trust Jesus Christ, and only Him.'' We had often talked 
to the dear woman, but had (though a great deal of hope) no 
distinct certainty about her end, — ^in great sufiTering it is hard 
to tell ; but we hope this is only one instance of many. 

I most tell you of my visit to dear Fatmeh's mother. I 
was warmly welcomed by the old woman and her grown-up 
daughter, who, having been divorced, lives at home. (N.B. 
The only crime had been a plain face !) Well ; after the usual 
inquiries and chat, the eldest daughter, whose husband keeps 
a small shop and Hves at some distance off, came to visit her 
mother, and expressed her pleasure at meeting me very 
cordially. We spoke of the death of the lady I alluded to 
just now, and who had been known by sight to them all. 
This led to talk on the future state, and of Fatmeh.:^''Ah V 
said Saida, '' she was never afraid to die, and when we cried 
and lamented, would tell us to be quiet ; she died so peace< 
fully and calmly, one could know she was happy.'* "Yes, 
the mother added, '' as you saw in that dream, you know.'' 

What was Saida's dream ? " I asked. '^ Did not she tell you 
at the time?" the mother said; "teU the lady about it, 
Saida." The daughter then related that a few days after 
Fatmeh's decease, she dreamed that she saw her in a garden 
of wondrous beauty, with a palace in the midst of it; her 
sister was standing clothed in a long white dress (of shining 
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white, she repeated), and her face was not as in sickness, but 
plump and fair and f uU of joy \ a beautiful book was in her 
hands, from which she was reading to a circle of children who 
stood round her. " I asked her if she would come back to 
us,^^ said her sister, " but she replied, ^ Oh no, I can never go 
back ; I am better here/ ^^ She then awoke. ^^ Perhaps,^* 
I said, " God allowed you to dream this to show you a very 
little of the happiness your sister really does enjoy, and 
to comfort you/^ ^' Shall we all go to that beautiful place ' 
when we die ? ^' asked Saida, with a wistful look that was very 
touching. '^ No, not all ; not those who don^t beKeve, as 
Patmeh believed, in Jesus, who died to'give them pardon and 
wash away their sins,^^ I replied; and then took this good 
opportunity, and fully explained to her the entrance of sin in- 
to the world, and the atonement of Christ. She had heard 
a little, at times, formerly; but I find, with the ignorant who 
are surrounded with false teachers, and neighbours always 
crying up false doctrines and lying legends, it is very hard to 
get a clear path in their poor puzzled minds for the simple 
gospel truth. However, I did my best, and have some hope 
that a ray or two of light is pierciug the Egyptia,n darkness 
of her poor soul. Being a frequent visitor at her mother's, 
I shall see her again, I hope, from time to time. 



Letter prom Mrs. Droesb. 

On Tuesday night, at half-past two o'clock, our house was 
struck by lightning, and more than half burnt down. It had 
struck scarcely two yards from our beds, but not a hair of our 
head was singed-^no harm done to us ! Eeally we have a good 
and merciful Father watching over us. I am sure you will 
like to hear about it. We had very hot and trying weather. 
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and were longing for the rain to begin. That night I was 
awoke by a great noise in the school among the girls. I got 
np to find ont the cause^ when I saw that it arose from the 
girls^ Wio had been sleeping outside in the verandah, carrying 
in their bedding, as a storm was approaching. I could not 
go to sleep again, but lay awake watching the storm, which 
came nearer and nearer ; the lightning got worse and worse^ 
the thunder louder and louder. By tins time my husband 
awoke, and we both got up and went about the house, shut- 
ting the Venetian doors. We went again to bed, talking 
about the severity of the storm, but rejoicing at the felling 
rain. Our house ha^ just gone through i:egular repair ; and I 
was saying how comfortable that our house is ready, and that 
we have a good roof over our heads ; when there came a flash 
and a crash, — such a crash, as if our whole house were falling 
upon us ! We both jumped up and stood as if nailed to the 
floor. My daughter came rushing into the room, askiiig, 
'^ Has it struck here ? it sounded as if your bedroom was 
struck.^' ''No,'' I said, "but it must have struck very near ! '' 
my husband, saying, '' Please God that the church is not 
struck.'' Iron girders hadjust been put up there. We talked 
a little while; my daughter went back to her room, and my 
husband, took the light, saying, '' I will see whether the house 
leaks (as it rained very hard)." He went through all the 
rooms, and came last to our sitting-room, joining the bed- 
room, when he saw all light over the ceiling. He called out, 
I came, and we screamed at once, *' The house is on fire !" 
My husband rushed upstairs, and I called to my daughter ta 
dress quickly, which I did too. We then put a light into 
each room, opened the doors, and called for help. The storm 
drowned our voices for a long time ; but, at last, some one in 
the Boys* Orphanage heard or saw our danger, and had the 
good sense to ring the school-bell, which soon brought the 
people to us, who helped to bring water. 
We were now calling the girls, who rushed into the house 
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crying and screaming. I tried my best to make them quiet, 
and told them they could not help us if they were not quiet 
and collected, but that they might be of use, if they did 
what I told them. With their help we emptied our sitting- 
room ; I then ran upstairs to see whether the fire was decreas- 
ing or increasing ; but when I found that the whole roof was 
in a blaze, I sent at once to the adjutant of the fort, asking 

to send us soldiers for help. Capt. M came very soon 

with 200 men or more. 

How can I describe this dreadful night to you ! The roof 
over our heads was on fire; outside raged the most terrific 
thtmderstorm ; lightning never ceased, only changed the light 
&om white to blue and red ; the thunder sounded as if can- 
nons were fired on our house ; the rain feU in torrents ; and, 
during this storm, our furniture and things were carried out 
of the house into the different schools and orphan-houses ; the 
roof pulled down in order to stop the fire. But it was only 
put out about six o'clock, after more than half the roof was 
gone. 

Oh what a sight was that then ! There stood our nice 
house, just finished the. Sunday before ; with blackened walls, 
no roof, empty, smoky, wet, and dirty, the burnt roof lying 
in the burnt rooms. Our own furniture was scattered about 
aU over the compound, we ourselves wet and dirty to the 
skin; and yet what cause had we to feel thankful when we 
saw how mercifully God had preserved our lives ! We asked 
the girls how it was they did not hear us call them for such 
a long time ? They said they had gone iato the house when 
the storm commenced, and that when the thunder and light- 
ning got so bad, they got frightened, and were saying to each 
other that it must have been a storm like this when the earth- 
quake opened the prison-door where Paul and Silas were con- 
fined (a Scripture lesson they had had a few days ago) ; and 
that they thought the best they could do was to sing hymns ; 
and they were singing, and that was why they did not hear 
us calling them. 
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A MBBTiNa was held at 267, Vauxhall-bridge Eoad, S.W.,. to 
take leave of Miss Jebbok, Miss Hicks, and Miss Houstonb^ 
who are about to return to Lodiana, Shemlan, Mount Lebanon, 
and Singapore, respectively, after visiting England on medi- 
cal certificate. 

The Eev. Clarmont Skrine, M.A., who has himself visited 
Shemlan, and seen Miss Hicks' school there, presided on the 
occasion. The Rev.W. Curling, M. A., Rector of St. Saviour's, 
Southwark, in whose Sunday-school Miss Jebbom y^s teacher 
before she went out to India more than twelve years ago ; — 
Major Malan, who was for more than two years stationed in 
Singapore, and is deeply interested in the work carried on 
by Miss Cooke, Miss Houstonb, and the native helpers ; — 
and Ool. Sandwith, — ^took part in the proceedings. 

Leave was then taken of the returning missionaries, and 
ihey were commended in prayer to the protection and bless- 
ing of God. 

Miss Jeeeom sailed from Southampton in the '' P. and 0.'' 
steamer PeTdn, for Bombay, efii route for Lodiana, on the 
7th of November ; and Miss Houstonb sailed from London in 
the Olenroy, for Singapore, on the 24th. 

The ancient knight was a fighting man, not a leader. His 
great force lay in muscle, not in brain. But who ever thought 
of estimating the value of Napoleon on a battlefield by the 
blows he gave ? He wielded an army, not a sword. The man 
[and woman too] who has the faculty of getting others to 
work, keeping them at work, and wisely directing their work, 
will get more work done than any solitary leader. — Memoir 
of Rev. T. Collins. 

Xn iWemorfam* 

It is with very great regret that we announce the death of 
Mrs. Carss, wife of the Eev. Thomas Carss of the Church 
Missionary Society, Bombay. Mrs. Carss came to this 
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country about nine years ago. She was rather delicate^ but 
flh'^ loved the service of Christ, and would not spare herself 
in eflforts to make known the Saviour to the women of India. 
Of her it may truly be said that she did what she could. She 
will long be held in aflfectionate remembrance by her Native 
Christian sisters, as one who was singularly free from pride, 
and who loved to make them feel that she was simply their 
sister in Christ. She possessed in an eminent degree the 
grace of humility, and loved to do her work unobserved, un- 
heeded ; nothing displeased her so much as that any public 
notice should be taken of her labours. Hers was the orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet spirit, in the sight of God of great 
price. She valued much the opportunities found of visiting 
the families of natives in Bombay, to read th^ Scriptures and 
speak of redeeming love ; and we trust that much fruit of her 
labour will be disclosed at the last day. Though far from 
strong, she was unwilling to be in any way an impediment 
to her husband's usefulness, and when called to leave Bombay 
at any time for a change, would prefer to leave him at his post, 
and go alone. Her last illness was a short one ; she felt from 
tl^e beginning that she was about to be summoned away, and 
sweetly acquiesced in the will of God. The peace of God ruled 
her heart and mind to the last^ when she fell asleep in Christ 
without a struggle. She was the daughter of the Bev. Dr. 
Bannister of Nottingham. — Bombay Chw/rdian Nov. 9, 1872. 



2Kn(on for draper. 

SuBSCBiBBKS, and all interested in the welfare of the Society, 
are requested to remember in their prayers those who are 
engaged in its service, both at home and abroad ; that wisdom 
and grace sufficient for their need may be vouchsafed to them, 
and that the blessing of God may rest abundantly on their 
labours. Friday morning is considered by the committee as 
especially set apart for this purpose.-^l^f By-Lcm of the 
Soeiety. 
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The readers of our little Magazine will, doubtless, remember 
the interesting account given by Mrs. Newman in our number 
for July last (page 102), of this Institution, which she then 
desired to open. We have now the pleasure of giving a vieW 
of the building, and of announcing that Miss Martin, one of 
the Agents of the Society for promoting Female Education 
IN THE East, arrived in Constantinople in August last, to 
take charge of it. 

The first two little girls admitted into the Home bear the 
names of Leah and Eachel. We ask our friends to join us in 
prayer for these children, that the blessing of Abraham their 
father may rest upon them, and that they may be brought to 
know Him whom their nation crucified, to be their own 
Redeemer, 

VOL. XVI. • G 
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%enana aaaorfe m iWaJrasf* 

A LETTEB from our friend, Mrs. Sattianadham, is always wel- 
come. It is delightful to read of the work which this lady, 
herself a native, and the wife of a native clergyman, is able 
to carry on amongst her countrywomen ; and the fact of her 
having been educated by one of the Agents of the Society 
FOE Pbomoting Female Education in the East, will enhance 
to our readers the interest of her communications. She 
writes :— 

'^ I cannot find words adequately to convey the expression 
of my gratitude for your continued interest in my work, and 
the substantial help rendered every year by your excellent 
Society. I have also received a box of fancy articles from the 
Dublin Auxiliary of your Society. I have not as yet been able 
to have a fancy sale; but do not expect to dispose of the things 
at once. Anyhow it will be a material help to me in my work, 
and I do not know how to thank those kind ladies suj£ciently 
who have worked all these beautiful patterns, and sent them 
out with a view to help forward the cause of Christ in this 
large heathen city. 

" I beg you to accept my best thanks for all the periodicals 
and papers which you have so kindly sent me. We have read 
them with much interest. I have learnt several very inte- 
resting particulars in connection with your Society. I see it 
was founded in the year 1834, just a year after I was born, 
and that it sent out Miss Austen, who was a teacher to me, 
as well as to my late daughter, dear Johannah. I was thank- 
ful to observe the world-wide operations of the Society, more 
especially the good work which it carries on among the females 
of this country for the past thirty-eight years. I earnestly 
pray that God^s blessing may rest upon all the benevolent 
eflfbrts made by the Society, and that you may have a rich 
reward from our Divine Master. 

'' I am thankful to inform you that the work of your So- 
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ciety in Madras is making a very fair progress. There are 
Zenanas in diflTerent parts of the town, viz., Egmore, Black 
Town, and Pudhupett. In Egmore there are three families, 
and in Pudhnpett nine, and in Black Town six, amounting in 
all to seventeen families. The number of young ladies under 
instruction is twenty-two. You will see from this that the 
work has grown considerably. It began at first with three 
families, and numbers now seventeen. As your Society is 
very liberal in making annual grants of money and fancy 
articles, I am not disposed to check its natural and gradual 
development. I have employed two assistant teachers. Tour 
Zenana Agent, Guandbamum Ammal, has been working zea- 
lously and well ; and, as the work has increased considerably, 
I was obliged to engage the services of the two assistant- 
teachers. They are young Christian females belonging to 
our congregations. They are pretty well educated, and under- 
stand Tamil and English fairly, and do needle-work very 
nicely. So they are able to teach some young ladies, not 
only Tamil, but also English, as well as needle- work. They 
are a great help to Guandbarnum, and a comfort to me. 
Though this is a very important and an interesting work, and 
one to which I wish to devote my life, yet you must not think 
that it has no difficulties And discouragements. To give you 
some idea of the nature of the difficulties by which the work 
is surrounded, I will just give you one or two extracts from 
my journal : — 

'<p — -_. jy^yiQ \si^ Visited B . As soon as she 

saw me she came with her books ready to give up her 
lesson, and then some specimens of her needle-work. As her 
uncle was present at the time, she felt rather shy, and was 
hesitating to give up her lesson, when her uncle entered into 
a conversation with me in the following manner : — ' Madam, 
this young woman belongs to a respectable caste, and is 
always confined to the house, and may soon be married ; why 
do you take the trouble of teaching her ? She will not ad- 
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yance in learning, and get a salary like you. As you are a 
Christian, it is right enough that you should go about teach- 
ing people and earning wages ; but we are Hindoos, and vnll 
never come up to this standard/ I answered thus : ^ Do 
not think I am working for a salary, for I receive no salary ; 
I take much interest in the work, and I am anxious to see 
my fellow-countrywomen raised from their degradation to fill 
their proper position in society. Don^t you see with your 
own eyes many children brought up very badly ? If their 
mothers were educated they would be able to bring them up 
in the fear of God.^ Look at England ; see how its women 
are raised by education and civiHzation, and how many are 
interested in the females of this country, and making benevo- 
lent efforts towards their enlightenment and elevation.' The 
young girPs mother approved of all this. Then the uncle 
went on to remark thus : * We men are able to argue with 
jou. These females are tender-hearted, and very apt to re- 
ceive your instruction, and embrace your religion/ Then 
J[ asked of him if there was anything inunoral or improper in 
the Bible, and requested the young woman to read the fifth 
chapter of St. Matthew's gospel, which she did. ' Is there 
anything wrong in this ? How beautiful and elevsLting are 
cihe words of Christ, who was born into the world to redeem 
,]nankind.' To this he answered as follows : ^ Yes ; I under- 
stand the Bible, as I studied it in school ; but we believe that 
our Krishna was like Christ. He has made ten Avatars, or 
Jncamations.' I asked him to mention these in order, and 
the object for which he made these Avatars. He did so, but 
was evidently ashamed of himself. I then proceeded to re- 
mark as follows : ^ God must be a holy Being, and cannot 
sin; but your Krishna, according to your own statement, was 
unholy, and committed all kinds of sin ; but Christ was not 
so. He was holy, undefiled, and separate from sinners, and 
the object of His incarnation was the salvation of the human 
race.' Upon this he inquired who it was that preached in 
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the open air near Napier^fi Park. I replied it was my hus- 
band. He said, ' I see what it is. Tour husband preaches 
there, and you preach here, and your object in all this is quite 
plain, namely, the conversion of our people ^o Christianity/ 
^ Yes ; I do not for a moment conceal the object of our teach- 
ing and preaching; we wish to convert all men, even your- 
self.' Then B— 's mother made an apology, and asked 
me to excuse all that was amiss in her brother-in-law's 

manner and conversation. The next day, when A , the 

Zenana teacher, visited the family, the father of the young 
woman asked her not to teach his daughter any more, as what 
she already knew was sufficient for all practical purposes. I 
thought I had lost the promising young woman ; but, provi-- 

dentially, after the expiration of a month, B got her" 

father's consent again to place herself under Zenana instruc-' 
tion." 



Ctliingst from C^n'ss^a. 

CuTTACK is the most important city in Orissa, containing a« 
population of more than 80,000 souls, and situated '^ between 
the forks of theMahanuddi and Katjuri rivers." Here are large' 
Orphan Asylums, into which hundreds of children, rescued"- 
from the cruel sacrifices of the Khunds, have been gathered,- 
and the numbers have received large additions, from time to- 
time, in consequence of the different famines that have swept • 
over Orissa. In these the little ones have found a happy home ;« 
and, having grown up under Christian training, have sub- 
sequently married from the Orphanages, and formed little' 
colonies near the stations. 

The settlement in life of these young people is cared for' 
with parental interest by the missionaries ; and they haye been>^ 
permitted to see many of them, their own sons and daughters ' 
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in the faith, adorning the doctrine they profess, and bringing 
up their children in. the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

Mrs. Buckley, who went to Orissa in 1841 as Miss Derby, 
one of the Agents of the Soci«;ty poe PEOMOTiNa Female Edu- 
cation IN THE East, has recently described what we may call 
a wedding-day on a large scale, and our readers will be inte- 
rested in the following details which she gives ; — 

'^ Two more pupils from the school of our late dear friend. 
Miss GuiQNARD, were married on the day I received your 
last letter, April 16th. Both the brides being pious, and 
married to young men also members of the Churclf, having 
comfortable homes to go to, we felt thankful for their bright 
prospects of happiness. The brides, when first rescued from 
the famine, were with me several months, and when the divi- 
sion in the school had to be made, I was pleased to pass them 
over to our lato dear friend ; they being quick, healthy girls I 
knew our dear friend would be able to train them to be useful, 
and so they proved themselves to be. The brides always re- 
tained a grateful love to their first school, and came the 
evening before their marriage to see me and their former 
companions, and ask for a holiday fpr my school-girls and 
forty of their old friends to be present at the marriage cere- 
mony. Having granted this request, I had to think how I 
could contrive something to please the remainder of my large 
school, so that they should not be disappointed. On account 
of the great heat the marriage ceremony took place at seven 
o^clock p.m. To the joy of the uninvited, I told them they 
should go with me for a walk to see the new chapel, which 
is now being built, and which we so greatly need, and then 
see the newly-married friends and their procession on their 
return to their homes. 

" On the 28th of June, seven of my elder girls were married. 
The week had been so very wet that I had a meeting with the 
bridegrooms about putting off the weddings, though we had 
made every preparation for the interesting event. That view 
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was not acceptable; some of the young men being in service 
were on leave, and obliged to return to their duties. So a 
message was sent to the young men living on the other side 
of the river, that they must come if it was possible, as the 
wedding could not be put oflF. The time for the ceremony 
drew near ; wet as the other days had been, we were favoured 
with sunshine this day, and felt ourselves highly favoured. 
But a report came that the great river was rapidly rising, 
and the two bridegrooms, with their friends, could not pos- 
sibly be with us by twelve o'clock, even if they attempted 
to cross it. A consultation was held, and we decided to wait 
till three o'clock. That hour arrived, and we could hear 
nothing of the bridegrooms, so we left two of the brides elect 
at home, and formed our processions, leaving word for a 
messenger to let me know if the bridegrooms came. My 
husband had come to the last couple when a messenger 
iirrived. I took two gharries and drove home^ where the 
bridegrooms were, looking very anxious, and the brides were 
soon dressed in their wedding veil, or chudder, and taken by 
me, in my carriage, the bridegrooms going before us. One 
of the brides-elect said, *^ Dear mamma, when you went to 
<5hapel without us we had a good cry, but now we feel very 
happy.'' We were in time. Bridegrooms and brides, with 
their friends, returned to the school, where the sch:;ol chil- 
dren, over 500, sat down to a well-cooked dinner, prepared 
•entirely by the elder girls, which gave satisfaction to all." 



iliS&t for (Eastern ^omts. 

•Christian Friends, — ^My mind has been much turned to the 
subject of Scripture Wall-texts to Oriental homes,* where, 
as I hear on good authority, such texts, if elegantly exe- 
<5nted, will be welcomed even by heathen or Mohammedans^ 
* See volume for 1871, p. 90. 
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and where, with God's blessing, they may indeed prove to be 
a ^^ light in the dwelling.'' Some texts in Boman characters 
have been prepared for this purpose ; * but it is evident that 
such must be of much more limited usefulness than^hey would 
be if printed in Oriental characters, when they would be legi- 
ble even to persons to whom no Christian teacher ever had 
access. 

It has occurred to me that if correct copies were given,, 
many of my Christian sisters would gladly undertake to 
multiply them. 

One such copy may be procured by any lady applying to 
Miss Webb, 267, Vauxhall-bridge Eoad, London, S.W., and 
sending two stamps to pay for postage, etc. Ladies so ap- 
plying are understood to agree to the following conditions : — 

1. That every copy should be painted and gilded, and then 
carefully returned, post or parcel-free, to Miss Webb.' 

2. That no copy should be completed without a prayer for a 
blessing on it. 

This last point is one of very great importance. It is 
wished that each applicant for copies should feel that she is- 
about to engage in special work for the Lord, under His eye,, 
and invoking His blessing. Great delight may follow medi- 
tating over the sacred words as the hand traces them; they are 
found, indeed, by the prayerful believer, to be ^' sweeter than 
honey and the honey-comb." Dear sisters, let every copy 
be gilded by prayer, and who can tell what a harvest may rise 
from such golden seed ! 

In order to direct those who paint the texts to a right 
selection of colours, the English equivalent of each word will 
be written under it in the copy lent. As the number o£ 
copies (prepared by hand) must be limited, ladies are specially 
requested to return them in a fortnight at latest. It is 



* Two are given on page 31 of this number, and others will appear 
ill those of tbe saccessiye months of the year. 
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obvious tliat the brightest tints^ the richest gildings shonld 
be reserved for the Name of (Jod, or any holy words to which 
one wonld most anxiously desire to draw the reader's atten- 
tion. " Death,'' or ^^ sin," should, on the contrary, be painted 
in black. 

I trust that this little labour of love may be joyfully ac- 
cepted as a privilege and a delight, especially by those ser- 
vants of our Heavenly Master who are yet too young for 
district visiting, etc. There may be many a zealous disciple, 
fresh from the schoolroom, or stiU in it, to whom the hope 
of hearing the words, '^ Ye did it unto me," would act as 
a stimulus to devote talents, great or small, to the service of 
Him who loved and gave Himself for us. A. L. O. B. 



I^bteiu^ 



A Lady's Eide through Palestine and Syeia. By Amy 
rullerfcon Pullerton. London : Partridge 8f Co. 

It is not many weeks since two friends were returning from 
a Meeting, at which the one had listened to, and the other 
given, an account of a great and blessed work in heathen 
lands, by the Divine blessing, on the earnest and faithful 
preaching of *' the old, old story " of the gospel of [Grace. 
" Now, my friend," said the former to the latter, " you have 
been interesting us all very much ; but, honour^bright, how 
much of it all is really true ? " We know that such anjidea 
is not rare, nor even the expression of it, in manyjcircles, 
when Missionary eflForts and successes are referred to. Often 
are we told by those who can count years of sojourn, perhaps 
in India, or other places where such are making,^or have been 
made, ^^ Nothing is done there by the missionaries, whatever 
they may say." Perhaps it might be wisely and fairly asked, 
how much these cavillers can tell us of Christian (even 
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philanthropic) efforts in their own town, it may be even at 
their own doors. 

And though we hope and believe our readers are not of 
this class, yet it is very probable that some at least do or may 
hear similar queries and statements. Such will therefore 
value the book before us, in which a bright, clever, common 
sense lady tells us, not only what she heard and saw of 
general scenes and characters in her " Eide through Syria 
and Palestine,'^ but also what she saw as well as heard of 
missionary work in the places she visited. That these scenes 
and places were in the Holy Lands, so often visited, so often 
described in the present day, will not lessen the interest of 
the book to our readers ; and this will doubtless be inbreased 
when they find that many of the schools and teachers 
visited by this lady were those connected with the Society 

FOB PEOMOTING FbMALE EDUCATION IN THE EaST, and with 

whose names they are familiar in these pages. 

A few graphic sentences bring before us Miss M. Whately^s 
work in Cairo ; Miss Hick's and Mrs. Watson's Native 
Female Schools at Shemlan, Mount Lebanon; Miss Rose 
and the Orphanage at Nazareth; Miss Jacombs and the 
School at Sidon ; and other labourers in connection with 
kindred Societies. We cordially recommend Miss PuUerton's 
book to the perusal of our readers. It is admirably adapted 
to interest working parties. 



Bath Auxiliary. — ^The Annual Meeting was held in the 
Card-room at the Assembly Rooms, on Tuesday afternoon, 
Dec. 10th. There was a large attendance ; the room being 
quite full ; and we noticed amongst those present, Lieut-Col. 
Buckle (in the chair), the Revs. Prebendary Kemble, A. 
Medland, W. Pollock; Messrs. Rodwell, R. 0. Hej^ood, 
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W. H. Langley, and others. Prayer having been offered by 
the Eev. A. Medland, the Chairman opened the meeting by 
remarking that of all interesting subjects surely there were 
few that could pompare with that of Female Education in 
the East^ in the appeal that it made to their judgment and 
to their feelings. The moment they named the East^ how 
many brilliant associations did it conjure up ! First the 
whole drama of the Arabian Nights rushed upon their 
memories, with its sultans and caliphs, its Fatimas and 
magicians, its palaces, and its poorer dwellings, the streets 
of Bagdad, and its bazaari^, and so forth. Then arose the 
grave reflection of the marvellous connection between the 
Kttle kingdom, in the West, with the teeming millions of 
Moslems, and hundreds of millions of idolaters, half of them 
females, all of them subjects of our honoured and beloved 
female sovereign — ^herself the very type of female education 
in the West. How vast a range of thought here presented 
itself ! But another association of ideas sprang up. How 
strange, for instance, would it appear to them to hear that 
in some remote comer of Mongolia, or in some unexplored 
region of Central Africa, a few obscure inhabitants had com- 
bined to send forth teachers to the benighted savages of 
other lands, and this at the risk of their lives. They would 
at once receive the intelligence with incredulity, and justly 
so, for they knew that the genius of Christianity alone could 
originate such a movement. With the Divine stamp then 
upon their work, let them go forward and take courage. 
And was it not remarkable that while they themselves were 
only just emerging from educational darkness, they should 
be found engaged in this duty; and they did well to re- 
member that it was only within the present century that 
education had been recognised as a common blessing alike 
for rich and poor. But their subject was Female Education 
in the East. And now again the Eastern female rose before 
them in all her attributes of grace, beauty and affection. 
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They saw pass before them the wife of the great patriarch 
in her loveliness and feminine imperfection, her yielding 
principle^ her secret jealousy ; the energetic, worldly Be- 
becca; the impetuous and impassioned Eachel, that piece of 
living poetry ; Miriam, and her handmaids ; Buth and Naomi 
in their tenderness; the noble daughter of Jephthah; the 
devoted Esther, and so on in endless Bible story. But 
in all history it was the same, Babylonian, Persian, Grecian, 
Boman, a procession of amazing influences passed before 
them, — ^the gems of history they might be called, often 
shedding rays of lustre amid the gloom of human contests. 
But it might fairly be asked, if the female of the East were 
so radiant, so attractive, so full of influence, why should 
they seek to force upon her the education of the West ? 
To that their answer was, that she might be the suitable 
companion of those her brethren who were now receiving 
this education so greedily. He would, however, answer it 
with anOuher question. What was education ? If by edu- 
cation was meant proficiency in the fine arts, their answer 
was that to offer such education was to offer flowers instead 
of food to a dying creature. The cultivation of taste might, 
perhaps, be as easily directed to personal ornaments and 
dress as to pictures and statues. It would be a doubtful 
blessing indeed to present only the culture which jxroduced 
a Voltaire or «. Byron, a Colenso, a Voysey, or a Darwin, and 
such was not the aim of the Society for Promoting Female 
Education in the Bast. But what was the quality or attri- 
bute by which woman^s mighty influences were exercised ? 
They felt it was by the power of the afiections. It was, 
then, to train and educate those affections that their efforts 
were to be directed, giving the possessor the knowledge of 
Him who should be the supreme object of attraction, doing 
this by means of instruction from the use of which they were 
at present excluded. For how should they read that Word 
which alone made wise unto salvation, unless they were 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Female Missionary Intelligencer, 29 

taught? And it was to help them to this teaching that 
they had assembled together. He had glanced at the bright 
side of life in the East, as it existed under the Jewish dispen- 
sation, but the dark shadow that lay within the Moslem and 
Hindoo threshold must not be lost sight of. The despon- 
dency of a daughter's birth, then the miserable bondage of the 
daughter-iu-law when taken to her new home, the degraded 
condition of the widow, and the frequent ill-treatment of the 
wife, which so often found its termination in suicide ; — for all 
this there was but one solace, one remedy, the knowledge of 
the truth as it was in Jesus, of the Comforter, and the powers 
of the world to come. Surely when an opening for adminis- 
tering this healing balm was in God's providence set before 
them ; and when they were asked to oflfer up, not themselves, 
but only some small portion of their substance, in aid of their 
perishing sisters in the East, in alleviation of their misery, in 
an eflfort at their elevation, they would not b© found rejecting 
their claims, abandoning them to spiritual bondage, or des- 
pising the privilege presented to them of becoming their 
benefactors. 

The Eev. C. E. Leupolt (Church Missionary, Benares), one 
of the deputation, said that in the north-west provinces of 
India, the missionary could not reach the female population. 
Formerly this sedusion did not exist, but the Mohammedans 
invaded India and carried off the females, whether married 
or unmarried; and this was the reason why the Hindoos 
adopted the practice of hiding their women, which had con- 
tinued to the present day; so that this was the reason that « 
the missionaries could not reach them. At Benares there 
were thousands of women who came on pilgrimages, but it 
was impossible to speak with them, for if a missionary said 
a word or two they would go away at once. In the south of 
India it was different ; for he had frequently conversed with 
the females there with very httle difficulty; and he not long 
since examined a girls' school, in that part of India, which 
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showed the most remarkable intelligeace^ so mach so^ that 
he would venture to say that no eighty-nine English ladies 
would have been able to pass such an examination as they 
did. Ever since he had begun to labour in India and con- 
versed with intelligent Hindoos about the influence that the 
female population exercised, he had always found that it was 
very great; and that if they were enabled to reach them and 
communicate the glad tidings of the Gospel to them, the 
whole of BKndostan would be Christianized. He told an. 
amusing story illustrative of the very strong power which 
the Hindoo wives exercise over their husbands; and then 
went on to say that the Society under whose auspices they 
were met commenced its operations in 1834, though several 
isolated eflTorts had been made by individual Christian ladies 
before them in Benares, Agra, and Calcutta. After having 
given some remarkable instances of the influence exercised 
by the Gospel upon the minds of Hindoo women, the speaker 
in conclusion referred to the day of intercession for mission 
work, and asked the meeting on that occasion to help the 
Society with their earnest prayers. 

Colonel EowLANDSON followed. He paid a warm tribute 
to the energy and character of Mr. Leupolt, and to the result 
of his work, and endorsed what he had said as to the influ- 
ence the women of Hindostan exerted upon their husbands 
and sons. The Hindoo mother would, unless herself in the 
light of the Gospel, undo all the work of the missionary in 
her boys and in her husband; and the female mind was the 
citadel which the missionaries must carry if they would be 
successful in their efforts to Christianize India. 

After the Chairman had made some remarks as to the 20th 
of December, the meeting was concluded by the benediction 
being pronounced by the Eev. A. Medland. — Baili Chronicle. 
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Our engraving for this month is taken from the very pleasing 
photograph of a little girl in Mrs. Baker's School, Cottyam, 
South Travancore, who is supported by a valued friend of the 
Society fob Peomoting Female Education in the East^ living 
in Cheltenham, This lady has kindly lent us the photograph 
of her little proUgie, 

Mrs. Baker is the wife of a missionary, and she has worked 
for many years in the cause of Native Female Scriptural Edu- 
cation, as the readers of the Church Missionary publications 
are well aware. May the Lord abundantly bless her work, 
and give her many souls for her hire ! 

VOL. XVI. D 
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l^mtaiular J3ap ^rftoulsf m Jlunff Itong^ 

[OuE readers will rejoice to know how Miss Oxlad^s work is 
advancing in Hong Kong. The following extracts from some 
of her letters give particulars of much interest. She arrived 
at Hong Kong, on returning from England, on the 24th of 
April last.] 

'' Near the beginning of this month (September), I com- 
menced my third school. It is in a poorer neighbourhood 
than my other two schools, and therefore the children are of 
a diflTerent stamp. Here, at Stanton Street, they are mostly 
small-footed, respectable children, who match with my small- 
footed respectable teacher ; but at the new school they are all 
a set of'' roughs,^ and the teacher,, though not so refined and 
' lady-like ' as my other two, is more active and energetic, 
and therefore, I think, suitable for the post.* She is a young 
married woman, who was brought up at the Lawrence Found- 
ling. Her husband had been teacher at one of the Wesleyan 
Schools at Canton, but has now taken his father's place at 
the Foundling. Her husband's brother is a young man be- 
'longing to our Church, who has just married another of the 
Foundling girls ; and, as the newly-married pair also live at 
my school-house, this bride will be somebody to fall back 
upon, if my teacher herself should be ill at any time. She 
has one young child. I think she will prove a useful teacher. 
She has been teaching in Canton, and appears to like the 
work, and she is also suitable for this particular school. We 
began with eleven, and now number fifteen; some of them are 
quite big girls. 

'^ We had a pleasant little meeting here the evening before 
the school opened. My three Chinese teachers and a young 
Chinese woman, who lives near, a former Diocesan School 
girl, whom I rather hope to get to help me, if my teacher is 
ill again. Louisa (i.e., a young woman of Japanese descent, 
formerly a pupil of Mrs. Baxter and of Miss Oxlad, and now 
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married to a telegraph clerk), was with us ; also Mr. Piper, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hutchinson (Church Missionaries), and Mr. Lo 
San Yuen (a native minister). Mr. Hutchinson read and 
prayed in English, and Mr. Piper and Mn. Lo in Chinese ; 
and it seemed a pleasant, and, I hope, a profitable introduc- 
tion to the new school. 

'^ I have begunmy third school this month. The girls are 
of a lower class than in the two former ones, and proved a 
regular set of ^ roughs ^ at first, climbing on the desks, shout- 
ing and playing, and having other very unscholastic habits. 
Some of the girls are quite big, of an age when small-footed 
girls would not be allowed to come ; so, in some respects, a 
poor neighbourhood is an advantage. I shall be carioas to 
see which set of girls keeps the largest ; here, or there. The 
first week I had a contest ; the big girls declared to the 
teacher they would not read Christian books, only their own. 
When I went for the first time, I took no notice of this de- 
claration, and set them to read what I wished, and they read 
quietly enough when I was there ; but when I went again, 
two days afterwards, I found they had all resolutely discarded 
the Christian books, and literally would read nothing but what • 
they pleased, the little ones following the example of the 
big ones. One of them arose with the air of a speaker at a 
public meeting, and told me very coolly they and their parents 
had no objection to their coming to my school, but they could 
not read my books, as they thought they intended to make 
them Christians, which they could not be \ but they would 
read their own school-^books, and would also learn to write 
and work. (Condescending on their part, was not that latter 
addition ?) Whereupon I made a speech to the efiect that 
they knew the rules of the school before they came, and I did 
not obhge them to come if they did not like them \ that I had 
opened the school for the benefit of any schola'rs that chose 
to come j they might do just as they pleased about coming. 
If they did not hke the school, they were quite at liberty to 
stay away ; but if they came, they must certainly conform to 
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its rules and method of learning; tliat, as to making them 
become Christians, I was not going to oblige anybody to do 
that; I believed Christianity was good, and would do them 
good, and I wished to make them understand all about it, and 
about the Saviour we loved, and who loved them; but that to 
become a Christian, was a matter for themselves to think of, 
not for me to compel. I then told them that was the end of 
the week, on Sunday we had no school, and if they came back 
on Monday, they must learn what I and the teacher told them. 
I fully expected to see about five of the fifteen on Monday; but, 
however, they all returned, and we have had no more trouble. 
As in my other two schools, they read our books in the morn- 
ing, their own in the afternoon. They can all now repeat 
some pages of the Christian 'Thfee Character Classics' (a 
book in imitation of their own, containing a statement of 
Christian doctrine), and also the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, 
and some of the Commandments. They can answer fairly any 
question on the Creation, the Fall, Cain and Abel, the Flood, 
and the giving of the Commandments. Not quite so well yet 
on the facts of our Lord's life, as given in the Creed, because 
the teacher has not been over the ground repeatedly enough 
yet, but I expect they will by the end of this week ; and then 
next week I shall begin their learning from the New Testa- 
ment, on the life of our Lord, on the same plan I have fol- 
lowed in the two former schools. The big girls have almost 
got through the first of their own school-books in the after- 
noon, can write a few characters respectably, and can hem 
and sew, for they seemed as unused to their beedle as little 
children. Also, they sit quietly and respectably at their 
desks, and behave altogether in a more respectable fashion. 
So I think we have done pretty well in three weeks, rather 
I should say my teacher has, for I have not been well enough 
to go much latterly. This week I have been regularly again.'' 

[In another letter. Miss Oxlad speaks of a prayer-meeting 
of Chinese and English, held on the occasion of the Empe- 
ror of China's marriage."] 
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a iMap of ^outft Africa* 

We are deeply indebted to Major Malan, for his gift of the 
map which accompaiiies this number. It appears in his 
"Rides in the Mission Field of South Africa/'* a book which 
we strongly recommend to the perusal of our readers, who 
will be pleased to meet with the testimony of an eye-witness 
to the work carried on in this country. There are incidental 
notices of several who are well known to the friends of the 
Society for Promoting Female Education in the Bast, 
such as. Miss Sturrock, who has laboured at Peelton (see 
map) as the agent of the Committee for nine years ; Mrs. 
Gordon of All Saints (marked on the map as Kalinyanga, 
the native name), and others. 

Before going to South Africa, Major Malan spent two 
years and a half at Singapore, where he became much in- 
terested in the work of Miss Cooke. Should health be 
granted him, he has promised us a paper on her mission 
among the Chinese. 



Letter from Miss Sturrock. 

Since I last wrote, we have had two fine gatherings at 
Peelton. The first was the examination of our schools. 
Oh, how we wished that some of our home friends interested 
in our Kaffir girls could have seen the eager looks and 
bright faces that morning ! Every one seemed to vie with 
the other, as to who should look, not the smartest, but the 
cleanest and neatest. There was a little hesitation in the 
manner of some of the bigger girls at the first, when they 
felt so many strange faces were turned towards them ; but 
it soon wore off, and that class did really very well. I am 
quite sure that many European children would not have 

* London : Morgan & Scott. 
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done better in geography, grammar/aritlimetic, etc., than 
did the first two classes. Mr. Harper, our valued missionary 
and friend, from King William^s Town, said that the Scripture 
knowledge which had been gained during the past year, 
called for the unlimited admiration of the whole party 
present. We have never before had such a beautiful dis- 
play of needlework as this year, and most of the garments 
were cut, fixed, and finished off by the girls themselves. Mr. 
Birt said his eyes filled when he gazed on our galleries, and 
contrasted ten year^ ago with what he had seen and heard 
in both schools that day. It was not a ^^ get-up ^^ for the 
time being to please, for, with very few exceptions, I can 
truly say that the girls have done their best throughout the 
whole year. 

This year we made it a rule that every child should bring 
a penny every Monday morning, and I have had much less 
trouble in getting it than I anticipated. Many of the girls 
now bring their own books, that they may prepare their 
lessons at home, and if you could see the happy faces of 
those who are able to procure their own, you would smile as 
I often do. I think a Peelton girl would as soon think of 
flying as wish to put on a school garment now. We gladly 
do all we can to foster the feeling of self-respect and in- 
dependence which is growing among our young people. 
Of course, books and garments, when we have them, we 
sell as cheap as we can, to encourage them to help them- 
selves. You will be glad to learn that Dr. Dale, our 
African Superintendent General of education, has promised 
us funds to take in ten more girls. We hope, when our 
funds are increased, to take in double that number, and by 
dint of economy, and by getting the parents or friends to help 
a little with clothing, and to pay a little, to raise the school 
up to a higher standard than before ; so much is being done 
to advance the interests of the KaflSr young men that it is 
high time something more was done for the females. If 
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they are to take thejr proper place they must be fitted for 
it, and tha^ can never be done in their own homes alto- 
gether, for there clings to the best of our old Kaffirs much 
that tends to destroy our efibrts to elevate and raise our 
young' people. How hard it is for them to break through 
old customs and habits, and stand up true new men and 
wogien, none can know but themselves and those who labour 
among them. We look forward to our new undertaking 
with a mixture of anxiety and deep thankfulness, and trust 
that this may yet prove a place where many shall be fitted 
for useful lives here, and led to walk in the path which 
leads to the higher and better life beyond. 

But I must hasten on to tell you of another gala day, our 
annual tea gathering. Every child gave her threepence, so 
we had a nice little sum from the children, and with our 
own contributions, we required no help from outsiders. 
Quite early in the day groups were to be seen coming from 
all directions, each one nicely dressed, and carrying a small 
basin or cup. Our infant schoolroom was quite a picture, — 
buns, bread, and oranges, and plenty of tea and coffee. The 
whole party marched in as orderly as could be, and it was 
worth all our trouble to watch the intense satisfaction which 
rested on every face, and to listen to the pleasant hum and 
merry laugh breaking out now and again whilst the good 
things disappeared very quickly. 

After all had been well regaled, and we had some singing, 
a little fresh air was necessary, and all turned out to have 
some games, which every one seemed to enjoy to the full. I 
almost wished myself a little girl once more. We had a num- 
ber of flags hoisted, but the Union Jack was carriedsfirst, and 
I fancied with as loyal feelings as Europeans could have mani- 
fested. After all had tired themselves out with out- door 
amusements, we returned to the schoolroom. There was a little 
speechifying, and a great deal of music, over which the natives 
almost go wild. They have very sweet voices, and many of 
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them are good musicians. Many of the pieces sung caused 
the tears to fall from my eyes, and a big lump to jump about 
my throat, for I had heard them sung so often in the dear 
Old Land, and by some who have now exchanged the songs of 
earth for the sweeter songs of the redeemed. We required 
no decorations for our rooms, the bright happy faces were 
suflBcient; and I am sure, after our closing hymn and prayer, 
all went home longing for the next gathering. 
(To &d continued,) 



^0 jTortoarft* 

" Speak nnto the children of Israel, that they go forward." 
In all work for God, either by Societies, or by individuals, 
there is not only a time to " stand .still,'^ but also a time to 
*^ go forward.^' 

The Committee of the Society for Promoting Female Bdu» 
CATION IN THE East beliove that the le.adings of His Provi- 
dence clearly indicate that the time has now arrived for them 
to ''go forward." He has caused their work to grow under 
their hands, and, especially during the last year, has permitted 
them to see much fruit from the seed sown, often ''weeping.'^ 
Their Zenana work in India has extended ; and the number 
of scholars in their Schools in China, India, Africa, and the 
Levant, has greatly increased. For all these demands upon 
the Society's funds, the Lord has stirred up many of His peo- 
ple to come forward to help, and has now set before the com- 
mittee open doors, into which they desire to enter. 

Madagascar, a field which they have watched with deep in- 
terest, in common with all other Christians, specially needs 
the labours of the teacher to consolidate the progress already 
made, and to instruct the ignorant but willing people in the 
holy religion they have embraced. Japan is now in a won- 
derful manner opening its closed gates ; and the friendly re- 
ception of the Committee's address by the Japanese Ambas- 
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sadors^* affords the assurance that they may send agents to 
their empire, not only with personal security, but with a 
cheering hope of being able to set before their pupils the way 
to everlasting happiness in the life to come. 

Their proposed new work in Japan and in Madagascar, is 
what the Committee would press upon their friends. They 
ask earnest prayer that suitable Agents for these countries 
may be found ; and they also solicit sjpedal annual subscrip- 
tions for the maintenance of this work upon which they feel 
called to enter. They mention special contributions, in hope 
that the means provided for Japan or for Madagascar will be 
additional to, and not diverted from, the general funds. 
These will be required to be kept up, and indeed greatly in- 
creased; for from them supplies will be needed for the further 
extension of Zenana and School work, and for the four addi- 
tional Agents, who are already promised for India and China, 
whom the Committee hope to send out during the year. 

May the Lord of the harvest Himself bless this brief appeal, 
and send it home to the hearts of His people. • 

* The Address of the Committee, and the reply of the Ambassadors, 
are given at length in the Female Missionary Intelligencer for January, 
1873. Price One Penny. Suter & Co., 32] Cheapside, E.C. 



C^ut fn tf)t WHdnztd of ^outft irHiiu. 

By Mrs. Ca.pron. 
It was a ride of eight miles, at the slow pace of bullocks. I 
niust be there early, to see the people in their houses before 
the sun is hot ; so the stars were bright in the sky when we 
left home. If mamma goes of course, the children must go ; 
and the two little girls sat in the end of the cart, delighted 
at the quiet beauty of the sky, upon which the dawn was just 
entering. Why did these words again and again come into 
^y mind, " Tell His disciples and .Peter, that He goeth be- 
fore you into Galilee '^ ? What a visit it will be, if the dear 
Ijord goes before ! 
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We were not expected so early, and had halted before the 
modest mud schoolhouse, before our presence in the village 
was known. • But how soon a crowd gathers ! It was a plea- 
sant look-out from the end of my cart. Close up were the 
Christian men of the village, and the grey-hatred mother of 
two of them. Crowding between these were the children. A 
little farther back were the smiling faces of the Christian 
women, whom I greeted with, — " Oh, you well know how 
much I like a straight parting in your hair ! " 

It was a suflScient reward for all the pains they had taken 
to look nice. Beyond these was a fringe of heathen women, 
some of the most respectable, as well as the poor cooly woman 
with her basket on her head. In the background were the 
beautiful tamarind-trees, whose feathery green refreshed me 
all that hot day. 

The first thing was to visit each house before the sun grew 
hot. I went to only six. I was obliged to decline the invita- 
tion of some nice heatheii woman who had fdllowed from house 
to house, and who seemed greatly to enjoy my criticisms on 
neatness, or the want of it. While sitting on the shady side 
of one of these houses, I had a deputation from the village 
school, with its heathen schoolmaster at the head. I had in- 
tended to have a children's meeting in the course of the day, 
and quickly resolved to have it then and there. The boys 
were bright, and followed me closely while I described the 
journey to my distant home, left so long ago. It was an easy 
transition to the home on high, and its great King. Many 
women stood around; and I overheard a well-to-do one among 
them say to another, who came up with wondering looks,-^ 

" She says that we are all the time thinking of our bodies 
that we can see, and forget to think of our souls that we can't 
see ; and that when we die our bodies will be gone, and that 
we shall be glad if we haven't forgotten to take care of our 
souls. The boys have been singing to her, and she has been 
talking to them, and I have been listening." 
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'' There is a seed lodged/^ I said to myself. She had on a 
yellow cloth : perhaps I shall see her again. 

^^ The water boils !" said one of the nice women who had 
been looking after my tea-kettle, and running in and out of a 
side-door to catch what she could of my talk with the children. 

The strip of friendly shade had grown narrow ; so I dismissed 
my audience, and 'went to the schoolhouse for my breakfast. 
The welcome cup of tea made, the woman boiled me some 
eggs ; and these, with bread, butter, and fruit, were spread 
on the table. 

Breakfast over, the next thing was a meeting with the 
women. During the fifteen minutes before coming together, 
several women strayed into the schoolhouse, and among them 
was the woman with the yellow cloth. They were all heathen. 
One of the women asked, — '^ How many children have you? " 
^^ Three,^^ I answered. ^^ There are only two here ; is the 
other one at home ?" '^ Yes ; safe at home V^ The woman 
with the yellow cloth had been steadfastly looking at me; but 
when the one at her side again asked, — ^^ Is the other child 
older than these ? ^^ she turned to her, and in a low tone, as 
if a feeling of awe had come over her, said, — " The other one 
was a son, and is 'dead. I have heard so.^^ Then, turning to 
me, — " Why didn't you say he is dead V^ " Because he lives, 
and will for ever. We lay our bodies down at death, but these 
souls of ours will live on somewhere.^^ ^^ Tell me about it," she 
said, coming nearer. '^ The great God above all gods, who 
made us, has prepared a glorious home for us to go to when 
we lay by our bodies.'^ ^^ And your child went there, didn't 
he ? '^ " Yes ; and I shall go to him.'' " When will you come 
back again ? " ^^ I shall. never come back." '^ Has nobody 
come back ? Then, how do you know so much ? " '^ From the 
blessed book that I am trying to get you all to learn to read. 
If you would only thiak about your soul, arid get ready for 
death, you would think of death without terror, and look f or-* 
ward to heaven with joy." 
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She drank in every word. It seemed as if one could lead 
her. The Christian women had now all come, and gathered 
about me; and she had accepted my invitation to join them, 
but was called away. We sang, — 

" Oh I when shall I see Jesus, — Jesus, my Saviour? " 

One of the women prayed thus : '^ Why not, risen Lord ! 
come also ? Why not in some way be in our midst, and let us 
all feel sure that Thou art here^ It was a prayer most re- 
freshing to me. I then read the verse beginning, '^ In my 
"Father's house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would 
have told you.^^ The precious words seemed as well adapted 
to the heathen women present as any I could have chosen. 

After the meeting, the eldest one of the group sat beside me, 
while the others had gone to prepare the noon meal. They 
had begged the pleasure of cooking rice and curry for me, and 
pleasantly said, ^^ We cannot stay here, and give you a dinner 
too I '' This old woman had been much interested in the 
meeting, and had borne well the reproofs directed at her. 
Though quarrelsome, she will at length be purified, I hope. 
She was full of reminiscences. 

The sickening heat came on. Men who went to their fields 
with the dawn had returned, and were lying under the shady 
tamarinds. The women were chatting lazily in groups; and 
my good friends would have been at leisure, had I not de- 
layed them so much. The schoolhouse door stood invitingly 
open, and I had visitors all the time. Sometimes there were 
four, and sometimes ten or twelve. I reminded the Christians 
what a good opportunity these leisure hours afforded them for 
sowing the seed of God's word. 

At two o'clock the dinner was ready. Nicely -cooked rice 
and savoury curry were set before me. I was amused to ob- 
serve one after another come in to see if I wanted anything, 
when I knew they really desired to be sure that I was doing 
justice to the curry I No one went away doubting. 

After dinner, came another part of the programme, that I 
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had not thought of. Two of the women wished to be examined 
in reading. For ten years, there has been a standing promise, 
known through all the congregations of our station, that any 
woman who should learn to read should have a nice cloth. 
These two women are the first to win the prize. Other women, 
gathered at the station and put under the discipline of the 
school, have learned to read, but such were not deemed wor- 
thy of a cloth. Time would fail me to tell the pleasant things 
that happened during this examination. These women have 
heen in the habit of carrying the little Gospel of John to the 
fields; and, when their companions were lazily lounging, they 
have taken up their books. 

" I boiled my rice with one eye, and gave the other to the 
hook,^^ says the elder, whose progress was a joyful surprise. 

The woman with the yellow cloth probably thought I did 
not see her slip quietly behind us all. When the verse was 
slowly read, — 

" And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free,^' I turned suddenly around to her, and said, — 

'^ This one little book is enough for that j they will teach 
you to read. Come with us, and we will do you good.^' 

" Do you suppose I ever could learn ? '' she replied. 

The sun has veiled himself a little. We must say last words 
and go homeward. As our by-road enters the highway, we 
overtake a large company of pilgrims from Eammisseram. 
They have brought the sacred waters of the Ganges to that 
famous temple by the sea, and are carrying the sacred waters 
of the great temple to their village shrines. Would they but 
receive it, how folly the gospel would satisfy all their crav- 
ings ! " Ho ! every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.^' 
" In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and 
cried, saying. If any man thirst, let him come unto me and 
drink.'' — JAfe and Light, 
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Sn iMemonam« 

Towards the close of tlie last year, another firm and valuable 
friend of the Society was taken home, Mrs. Gill, who had for 
more than thirteen years conducted the Salford and Pendle- 
ton Branch of the Manchester Auxiliary. • The following 
brief extract from the funeral sermon preached for her by the 
B«v. T. A. Stowell, M. A., Eector of Christ Church, Salford, 
thus sums up those services which she had loved to render. 

The text was from Acts ix. 36, " This woman was full of 
good works and alms-deeds which she did ;'' and Mr. Stowell 
thus applied the description to her. ''We mourn the loss of 
one from amongst us, a true Dorcas, ' full of good works and 
alms-deeds which she did.' She was known to most of us in 
connection with the Society for promoting Female Education 
in the East, to which she gave, for which she collected, for 
which she worked, for which she laboured in the sale of work, 
till over threescore years, with arduous manual labour. During 
the last thirteen years she thus raised at least £500 or £600 
forthis cause. In the last five years she thus raised £183 168. 3d. 
by the sale of work for this excellent Association. Nor did 
she forget home claims. . . . Her example is a lesson to us all.'' 

Another friend of the Society, one of the Vice-Presidents, 
was called to "come up higher" on January 20th; Mrs. 
SuTEE, widow of the late Mr. Suter, of Cheapside, and daugh- 
ter of the well-known Christian soldier, Major-General Burn. 

Mr. and Mrs. Suter were connected with the Society .from 
the time of its establishment in 1834, and valuable andeveis 
ready was the help given by them to its work in various ways, 
and which is still willingly rendered by their surviving son. 
While actively engaged in assisting the work of the Society, 
Mrs. Suter's gentle, loving disposition, and calm judgment, 
made her beloved and respected by all who worked with 
her; aud when increasing age and infirmities laid her aside 
from actual service, her sympathies and her prayers continued 
fervent on its behalf. 

*'Precfatt« ta tf)e gfjtfit A tje Eoti id tje ieatj af f^fo>afnt»/* 
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trtt !^ut£( of tf)t f^ill araansf, ^outl) Crabancore* 

The forest-clad hills and mountains, inhabited by the Hill 
Ajaans, are about forty miles to the east of the Pallam and 
Cottayam Mission Stations. They are a race of abori- 
ginal cultivators, proverbial for industrious habits, many of 
them living in huts raised on the branches of trees, as in 
tie preceding view. 

VOL. XVI. B 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



so Female Missionary Intelligencer. 

Around their mountain villages are dense forests of splen- 
did trees. In each valley a stream of water falls over the 
granite rocks. The head men from five of their hills applied 
to the missionary for instruction. One of them, touchingly 
confessing their darkness, exclaimed, " We worship our an- 
cestors, besides other gods ; we know nothing right. Will 
you teach us or not ? '' And another appealed to the Chris- 
tian sympathy of the missionary in such words as these : "The 
cholera last year, and the fever this spring, killed all but two 
of my relatives : they died like beasts, and we buried them 
like dogs ; ought you to neglect us ? ^' Their request was 
responded to. Schoolmasters were sent to instruct them, and 
native converts to teach them the way of salvation. The 
English missionary occasionally visited them. God has blessed 
these efforts. The stones which represented the spirits of 
their dead, have been rolled down the hill sides. The little 
huts in which lamps were always burning to the spirits of 
their ancestors, have been removed. Other symbols of idoia- 
trous worship have disappeared, and many a converted Araan 
is now rejoicing in the thought of Christ Jesus and Him cru- 
cified. '^ Still,'' said a missionary, ^' there are hundreds of 
Araans, etc., in these hills, begging and praying me to teach 
them the way to heaven. Oh, that you could see their looks 
when told of the love of Christ ; hope even in the grave ; and 
how that even the sting of death was the gate of joy I " — 
Pictorial Miisiona/ry News, 

The Committee of the Society fob PfiOMOTiNG Female 
Education in the Bast have recently had th^ pleasure of 
assisting a Girls' School just established in Cottayam by 
Mrs. Bishop, and they hope, in a future number, to be able to 
give full particulars respecting it from her. 
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^ ^^tstA Creat m Z^urltnotD. 

By Miss Davidson. 

We did not, as we had at first intended, make two evenings 
of it, — one for the Bazaar School and another for the Zenana 
Schools, — ^but had a universal treat for all on the same day, 
thereby saving a good deal of extra time and labour, which 
the preparation for two such treats would have involved. The 
treat took place on the Jast evening of the old year (Decem- 
ber 31st). It commenced about half-past five o* clock, and 
lasted for about three hours. The women and children be- 
longiQg to the Zenana schools had been collecting gradually 
from an early hour in the afternoon, for as they keep the 
Purdah,* the getting them all together was a work of time, 
and fresh relays of women and children kept continually com- 
ing iu^ until the last arrival had made its appearance. 

As they came in, we sent them aU upstairs to an empty 
room on the roof of the house, until every arrangement had 
been completed, and we could summon them below. The tree, 
and a very fine one it was, a genuine BngUsh fir-tree, stood 
in the centre of our spacious dining-room, and very pretty it 
looked, laden with the tinsel ornaments, and bright with its 
numerous surrounding lights. The pupils of every school, 
each with their own respective teacher, stood round a large 
square table ; they were thus placed to avoid as much as pos- 
sible all confusion and disorder. A large basket filled with 
native sweetmeat^, the contents of which were hidden from 
view beneath a sheet of native gold paper, was placed upon 
each table, together with oranges and guavas, which were 
eventually d[istributed amongst the children in due proportion 
by their teachers. They will receive fruit from our own hands, 
provided it be, as they say, in a raw and uncooked condition, 
and covered with a rind, which preserves it, we suppose, in 
some measure, from any defilement it may have received by 

* J.e., seclasio^ ; literally, hehind the curtain. 
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our touch. From the sweetmeats, however, we kept a re- 
spectful distance, and on them laid no contaminating hand. 
Well is it for the poor little Bazar children that poverty and 
wretchedness appear to exempt them from any such scruples. 
Willingly and heartily will they accept, at all times, anything 
and everything that may be oflfered them, only too thankful 
to receive anything in the shape of food, it matters little 
enough to them what it may be, or who be the dispenser. 

Several Mohammedan ladies weae present, looking very 
grand in their silken garments, their large, loose, flowing 
trowsers, so wide, that they differ very little, if at all, in ex- 
ternal appearance, from a skirt ; and sparkling beneath their 
heavy burden of costly gold and silver ornaments. A few 
ladies living in the station, who kindly contributed towards 
the expenses of the treat, were also there as eye-witnesses to 
all that was going forward. The poor little beggar children 
looked happy enough as they each received a coarse native 
blanket from the hands of Lady Cowper, the wife of the Chief 
Commissioner here, who kindly undertook the work of dis- 
tributing them. Some of them were so tiny that they were 
almost overpowered beneath the weight of their new gift, 
which nevertheless rejoiced their heart not a little, as might 
easily be seen from their bright smiling faces. Each of them 
also received a bag containing a comb, a hint which we must 
hope that they will not be slow to take to hearty but thereby 
learn henceforward to keep their tangled, shaggy hair in better 
order. After this, the children belonging to the Zenana 
schools were called up in order. Each woman or child, re- 
ceived a bag made of chintz or other material, containing 
scissors, thimble, cotton, etc., that is to say, with the excep- 
tion of the very little ones, who might be too young to appre- 
ciate such a present ; and so they were made happy by a doll, 
a picture, or some trifling toy, which in their eyes was far more 
valuable and interesting than the gift of the elder scholars. 

As Lady Cowper was unable to remain very long, Mrs. 
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Forsyth and Mrs. Stubbs were kind enough to take her place 
in continuing the work of distributing, which was a business 
not soon accomplished. I forgot to mention that the Zenana 
children, in addition their work-bags, received each a brightly 
painted pen-case made after native fashion. Mr. Dauble and 
and Mr. Ell wood were not permitted, to take any part in the 
proceedings of the evening. The rigid custom of Purdah 
amongst the better-class of Mohammedan women precluding 
their presence entirely. 

The Bazar children, with the kind hdp of Mrs. Evans, a 
lady who takes an active interest in the mission here, and to 
whose house they had been going daily for a week past or 
more, to learn a little singing with a view to the coming 
treat, sang a few hymns in Hindustani to English tunes, and 
managed very well considering the short space in which they 
had been learning. Mrs. EUwood, who has the superintend- 
ence of the Christian Girls^ School, was also kind enough to let 
the girls sing a few songs and hymns, from the room above, 
overlooking that which we were in, which they did very nicely. 

And now I think there is not much more to, add, except to 
say that everything went off well and satisfactorily. Our 
English visitors spoke of it as " a great success.^^ If it were 
so, then I am sure it was due to the very kind help which we 
received from all sides. Mr. EUwood was unwearied in his 
efforts to help us to trim the tree all through the morning, 
and Miss Hamilton and Miss Keene gave us a great deal of 
valuable help by making needle-books, pin-cushions, etc., for 
the work-bags, and all sorts of things besides, for the tree. 
All appeared pleased and gratified, and, judging from the 
ceaseless activity of tongues, our native visitors enjoyed their 
evening very much. I, for my part, can honestly say that I 
enjoyed it much more than I should have done many a simi- 
lar English entertainment, where our uncompromising, exact- 
ing rules of etiquette and overwrought civilization are such 
a drawback to all that is natural and genuine. ^ 
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^^Take this child, and nurse it for me, and I will give thee 
THY wages/' 

In the year 1865, a poor 
little Chinese girl, friend- 
less and homeless, was found 
by the police in Singapore, 
and given up by them to 
Miss Cooke, under whose 
loving care and Christian 
training she has remained 
ever since. Not long after 
that, we gave an engraving 
of the child as she appeared 
w.hentshe was found; and 
in the following recent com- 
munication respecting her, we' believe we shall find ample 
justification for thus repeating a picture. 
Miss CooKB writes : — 

" I hope all who read the following letter will look at the 
photograph of the little girl sitting on a door-step, sent home 
six or seven years ago, pleading to be cared for. Our Hyde 
Park friends may rejoice and thank God that they have not 
cared for that little one in vain, and all will see that the Lord 
has again made the Chinese Girls' School the nursery for a 
soul for Him/' 

Ah-tu herself writes : — 

^^ I am thankful to God that He has begun a good work in 
me, and I wish to be baptized, and I want to confess the 
Lord Jesus before all the people, by the help of the Lord 
Jesus, that God's Holy Spirit may clean my heart with the 
blood of the Lord Jesus, as David says, ^ Create in me a clean 
heart, God ; and renew a right spirit within me.' That I 
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may ask the Lord Jesus more and more that He may increase 
my faith. That I may always read the Bible, that I may un- 
derstand by the help of the Holy Spirit, and trying to be a 
good girl and walk nearer to Him. If we fight the good fight 
of faith, let us be looking unto Jesus. He is the Captain of 
our salvation, who rejects none that come to Him. Pray God 
that He will give His Holy Spirit to help me to overcome my 
tempers, that I may be a new creature, as St. Paul says, 
' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature : old 
things are passed away ; behold, all things are become new.^ 
All 5ie Christian girls are helping me, they pray with me and 
talk to me. I ask them to pray for me always. Please will 
you pray for me too ? '^ 
Has not Miss Cooke received her wages ? 



Letter from Miss Sturrock. 

{Conduded, from 'poigQ 40.) 

You will be glad to know that our Sunday-schools keep up in 
numbers ; that our women's prayer-meetipg has been better 
attended during the past six months than it has been for 
years ; and that there seems to be not emotion only mani- 
fested, but a sincere desire that a blessing may be poured 
down upon us. In addition to our visiting the people, we 
have begun to distribute a series of interesting tracts weekly. 
Many seem to appreciate them ; but as they are in English, 
all cannot understand them. 

We are hoping, if any home friends will help us with some 
interesting and useful volumes, to start a small library, to get 
a love for reading instilled into the people. Till then, their 
upward progress will be slow. I think Mr. Birt intends to 
beg for some periodicals^ which would indeed be a boon. We 
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trust our home friends will be able to aid us. Yesterday we 
had a prayer-meeting for rain ; while you have had more than 
your' share of it at home, we have been literally groaning for 
it here. The ploughing season had nearly passed over, and 
the ground so hard that few had been able to put a seed in. 
Had this month passed over, the consequences would have 
been very serious to our people, who have not yet got over 
the last terrible time of drought and want. In the afternoon 
there was a thick mist, and we almost feared it would pass 
off, as it had done for weeks past, raising our hopes to the 
highest pitch, and then clearing up brighter than ever. But if 
you lived in South Africa, you would understand something 
of our joy when we were awakened in the night by the rain 
pattering on the roof. It was real music, causing our hearts 
to dance, and we hope it will continue for a day or two. We 
have not been without droppings, of the heavenly showers. 
Several of our people in the schools have been received into 
the Church since I last wrote ; and the big girls, a good num- 
ber of them, have married, and gone to their own homes. We 
have had much, very much, to encourage us lately. I fancy 
I hear some enthusiastic individual exclaim, " How pleasant 
it must be to work away among such people in the foreign 
field ! ^' Yes ; it is a glorious work, the daily striving to 
elevate and win our less-favoured race into the paths of purity 
and holiness ; none know the heartaches, disappointments, 
and discouragements connected with that work but those en- 
gaged in the battle, whilst we rejoice over many who have ever 
maintained a consistent walk. Our hearts have now and again 
ached to see some whom we thought were followers of the 
blessed Saviour, turn back and sink down into the depths of 
heathenism again. How often our hearts bleed, and pur hands 
are ready to hang down, and our faith to grow faint, and our 
zeal to flag, none but the great Master can know. 

I have told you already that there is very little romance 
about real missionary work, it is a very matter-of-fact es:ist- 
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ence. There is so little to stimulate us from without. We 
miss the thrilling speeches, and the distance which ever lends 
enchantment to every scene beyond/ no longer exists ; the 
real up-hill work lies to our hands, and whilst we would ever 
joyfully take it up, and count it our privilege and honour to 
spend our strength, our all, for Him who has entrusted us 
with such a glorious mission of love to others, we would 
again remind our home friends that we look to them to hold 
us up. Ever giving out, in our diflTerent fields, we need our- 
selves to draw such large draughts from the heavenly foun- 
tain, or else we become very empty vessels. We know 
that many cannot engage in the real work itself, and that all 
have it not in their power to render the substantial aid which 
we so often require ; but surely all whose hearts have been 
touched by Divine grace can give us their prayers. I am sure 
I reiterate the cry of the whole mission band, when I beg that, 
throughout the coming year, home friends would bear us 
more on their hearts; that our faith may be strengthened, that 
our zeal may be increased, that a deeper love to God and our 
fellow-creatures may be firmly rooted in our own hearts, and 
that we may think more and more for the salvation of those 
among whom we toil. To know that many are bearing us 
up on the wings of faith and prayer will stimulate us to greater 
effort. And surely on that day when He, whom we seek to 
serve, shall count up His treasures, we shall only rejoice that 
jewels have been gathered to deck His crown, and each be 
satisfied with the reward given to the watchers and the 
workers. 



By Miss M. L. Whately. 

Ode friends in England know that to receive at least a few 
boarders, to train more fully for the Lord than is easy to do 
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with day-scholars only, has long been the earnest desire of 
all who labour in the Cairo English Mission; but want of 
means hindered them, until at last the need, appeared so press- 
ing, that it was resolved not to wait for farther means, but to 
begin in a very small way, with only two or three, and to pray 
for aid from the Lord meanwhile. The superstitions and pre- 
judices of the people seemed to be such a hindrance to the 
full reception of truth, even by girls long attending the school, 
that it was felt, had we but iwo who were entirely in our care, 
and never exposed to the evil influences of ignorant and foolish 
relatives, nor allowed to play in the streets, they might ex- 
ercise a good influence over their companions, and thus help 
on the work, and by degrees we could receive more. 

Just at this time, a poor Egyptian woman implored us to 
take her little girl. She said she was too poor to support 
her ; her husband (a negro) to whom her master, a farmer up 
the river, far from Cairo, had married her, a poor orphan, 
when quite a child, had left her, on the pretext of seeking 
employment, and probably gone to his country, as he had not 
since been heard of. Her other child, a big boy, was in ser- 
vice. She works as general servant to some native family 
herself, but has lost one eye, and the other is defective. A 
French Levantine ofiered to take her little girl and bring up 
as abound servant ; but she knows the ways of these people 
are frequently very immoral, and at any rate the child would 
get no teaching. I felt we dare not refuse, or the temptation 
to poverty would be too great. I placed little Sabahh (or 
dawn of day) with our matron, and pay for her a small sum, 
till our house is ready. The mother is then to sign a paper, 
or see it signed, and make her mark, that she gives her to us 
for a term of years. She is only about seven years old. The 
next is another Moslim Egyptian, whose father is dead ; the 
second husband has deserted the mother, who has a younger 
child. We are anxious to relieve her of the elder, about nine 
years old, and a very quiet, well-behaved, promising child. 
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The tliird case will toucli the heart'9 of some English friends 
perhaps most of all, for she is the child of a countryman, and 
her grandfather was an esteemed officer in the Indian army. 

Helen H is the youngest child of a widow, French by 

race, but bom in Egypt, where her father had a good busi- 
ness under Government. He moved to India for some trans- 
actiqn, — ^I do not exactly know what, — and died of cholera on 
the way back, and was robbed by his bearer of aU his papers 
and money ; the former, claims on land here. The mother 
of Helen was not then a widow ; while in India she married 
Mr. H , an English commissariat clerk, in excellent em- 
ployment, and apparently a very kind, good man, and re- 
Kgious, though eccentric. He was much liked ; it Was in 
Scinde ; she told me the place, but I forget. Part of their 
time they were at Hyderabad, but not all. "He unhappily had 
some malady of the brain, which made him subject to fits of 
hallucination, and even actual insanity, though not so constant 
as to make the doctors choose to confine him in an asylum ; 
but he gave away in a truly mad way to the poor without any 
stint, and lost and frittered away money, till on his death she 
found she had barely means to bring her and two girls to her 
birthplace, where she lives with her mother, who has a v&ry 
small government pension, and tries to earn something by 
teaching English and French. But, unhappily, women of a 
low description fill most.of the posts of teachers in harems 
now — girls from beer and wine shops, etc. ! It is a sad pity, 
for Mrs. H is, as far as I know, a very worthy, respect- 
able person, and very well disposed to Protestant religion. 
Kind English friends have placed her elder girl in a Protes- 
tant French school in France. 

Helen has been a day-scholar here for half a year \ she is 
very good tempered, simple minded, and well inclined, but 
very idle, and prefers work to books, and play to either. She 
is too old to be on the high road now, — ^being near thirteen, — 
and muBi be in some boarding-school. If not taken here. 
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she will end by being pounced on by the nuns^ and I must 
trust to God to help us to keep her. In two years^if she does 
tolerably even, she could earn her keep as assistant-teacher. 
The mother will clothe her, but can do no more, poor woman. 
For board, wadiing, books, etc., and casualties, such as medi- 
cine, doctor, breakage, and so forth, she would cost £18 per 
annum, that is about a Is, a day. For the two little Moslims, 
£15 would include clothes. 



Ztmm Wiotk. 

[Our readers will read with deep interest the following 
extract from a journal kept by a native Zenana teacher, 
supported by the Society for Promoting Female Eeucation 
IN THE East, For obvious reasons, all names are omitted.] 

I went to to the house of one S Moodaliar, and 

instructed his daughter. As she was reading the lesson, she 
happened to meet with a passage to the following effect, i.e., 
that a great many parents only attend to the bodily comforts of 
their children, such as eating, dressing, etc., and to the heap- 
ing up of riches for their future support; but they do not at all 
care for their souls. As she was reading this, her grand mother 
came, and after hearing the whole passage said, ^^ It is true we 
have a soul ; but we are unable to see it ; and how, then, is 
it possible to care for it ?^^ I answered her as follows : — 
^^ It is true the soul cannot be seen by us, though each of us 
has one. Do you not say that, after death, the spirit will 
either go to heaven (sorgum) or to hell (naragam). This 
is your common belief, is it not ? If so, why do you liot 
train up your children in the right way ? Moreover, you 
believe that the soul never dies, but takes another form, to 
atone for the sins committed in the former life : this is alto- 
gether wrong. You must try and see that the souls of your 
children may enjoy happiness after death; and this happiness 
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cannot be procured by giving them good food, or dress, or 
by riches ; but by teaching them to fear God, and forsake all 
evil ways/' 

June 4. — I went to thehouse of one K ^ and taught his 

wife, named J * On reading the following passage : — "All 

men were created by God, and therefore they should Worship 
Him with all their heart/^ she questioned me thus, " Sow is 
it that when there are numerous gods, this book tells us to 
worship but one God ? Is this right ? '^ I replied as follows : 
"Tou are mistaken; there are not many gods, as you and 
many of our countrymen suppose \ but there is only one true 
Sod, who created all things. We must worship Him only, if 
we wish our souls to be saved/' To this she answered, ^^ No, 
no ; there are many gods and goddesses among us, and we 
must worship them all, more especially the fame as goddess 
Mariathal, who afflicts people with small-pox and other 
epidemics. When she comes to our house, we must serve her 
with great diligence and zeal, tUl she leaves the family and 
goes to another." To this my answer was as follows : — 
" Do not think that there are more gods than one ; and as for 
Mariathal, she is no goddess. It is only a disease, which, in 
common with other diseases, afflicts mankind, as the result 
of sin. This being the case, your belief in this matter is not 
right. The vaccination which is being carried on exten- 
sively by the government of India, has greatly mitigated the 
disease. I beg you to banish from your mind all these vain 
notions, and endeavour to realise that there is but one God 
whom you should worship faithfully. He will then give you 
heavenly bliss.'* 

Jvly 9. — ^Went to R »• P in E , whose two 

daughters were previously under my instruction, and were 
removed afterwards. My object in going was to ascertain 
from him the reason of his removing his daughters from 
Zenana instruction. He received me civilly, as usual; and 
said, ^^ Madam, I suppose you are angry with,me for remov- 
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ing the children from your instruction/' To which I replied, 
^' No*; I simply wish to know your reason for doing so/' 
Then the old gentleman said, " I am the father of seven 
children; I have lost them all except these two. Ever since 
they were placed under instruction, I find they take a great 
liking to you and your teaching. If by your teaching they 
are driven away to your religion, what great loss it would be 
to me. To prevent this, I h^ive prudently removed them,'' 
etc. I answered, ^^ Tou are an elderly gentleman, and I 
am much younger than you in point of age, and yet I beg 
you to hear what I have to say. You may rest assured that 
our teaching will never spoil your children. Their reading 
will enable them to understand the difference between truth 
and falsehood. It is not necessary that we should teach 
them, they will teach themselves in these matters; so that 
your removing them from our instruction will not be a bar 
to their knowing the truth." He did not seem pleased with 
my expostulation, and withdrew*, 

^W. N. 

(To he continued^ 



A drawing-room meeting on behalf of this invaluable 
handmaid of the great Missionary Societies was held by Mr. 
and Mrs. A. D. Chapman, at their residence, Norfolk Street, 
Park Lane, on Friday afternoon, February 7th ; the special 
object being to meet the Bishop of Mauritius, prior to his 
departure. Among those present were the Countess of 
Gainsborough, Countess of Gosf ord. Lady Maria Forrester, 
Lady Cairns, Miss Haldane, Miss Webb, the Hon. Henry- 
Noel, Sir T. Fowell Buxton, Bart., Bev. Sir Bmilius Bayley, 
Rev. J. W. Reeve, Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Boultbee, Rev. Dr. and 
Mrs. Smith, Colonel Sandwith, Major Malan, Mr. Birch 
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(Assistant Commissioner of the Punjaub), Mr. Sneyd Brown, 
Eev. J. Stuart, Dr. Crawford, Mr. Pordham, etc., etc. The 
proceedings were commenced with prayer by the Eev. J. W. 
Reeve ; after which Mr. Chapman introduced Colonel Sand- 
wiTH, who gave a sketch of the operations of the Society as 
carried on in China, India, Africa, and the Levant, urging 
the importance of the work from what he hai himself wit- 
nessed of heathenism in the East. 

The Bishop of Maueitius bore his strong testimony to the 
value of the Society's work, with which he was acquainted 
for many years in Madras, and mentioned several very in- 
teresting results of the labours of the Committee's own 
Agent, Miss Austen, and of her pupil, Mrs. Sattianadhan. 
He stated his views with regard to the future openings for 
their efforts in the diocese to which he has recently been 
appointed, and for which he asked their sympathy and aid; 
and referred to the ^^ Lady Grey Memorial School,'' estab- 
hshed by Miss Pomm, an Agent of the Society, and subse- 
quently united to the Protestant Benevolent Institution. 

The Eev. John Stuart, from Jubbulpore, Central India, 
gave many interesting details of the Girl's School' at that 
station, supported by the sale of boxes of work sent out by 
this Society. 

Major Malan spoke of the Society's Chinese Girl's School 
at Singapore, under Miss Cooke, and alpo of Miss Sturrock's 
school at Peelton, South Africa, dwelling with special em- 
phasis on the sound Bible teaching which he had witnessed 
in the Society's school. 

Sir T. Powell Buxton having also spoken on our national 
responsibility in this matter, the proceedings were closed by 
the Bishop with the Benediction. 
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^irlsi^ ^fl&ool, Subbulpore, Central 8niiia- 

We have much pleasure in presenting our readers this month 
with a view of the interior of a School established by Mrs. 
Stuart, and largely aided by the proceeds of the boxes of work 
sent abroad for sale by the Society fob Promotinq Female 
Education in the East. 

VOL. XVI. F 
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The Bey. J. Stuart^ at a meeting recently held on behalf of 
this Society, gave a very interesting account of the way in 
which the school was begun, and bore a strong testimony to 
the value of the help received from the Committee. He also 
spoke highly of the work of the native teacher. 

Intelligence recently received from Mrs. Champion, also 
reports satisfactorily of the school. May the Lord make it 
the nursery of many souls for Him ! 



By Major Malan. 

The Chinese Girls' School at Singapore is a blessed proof of 
the success of the Gospel among the Chinese, or rather among 
the Oriental nations. If I had seen no other testimony to 
the blessing which the Lord has vouchsafed to the labours of 
His servants in Asia or Africa, I should have been perfectly 
satisfied from my intimate knowledge of this school, of the 
certain success of His word to the end for which it is preached. 
I was in command of the British Infantry in this lonely 
island for more than two' years, from 1869 to 1871. As a 
Christian officer, I had very few friends, and with the ex- 
ception of the missionaries, none with whom I could be in 
that close and intimate communion which life consecrated to 
Christ requires. How I blessed God for the Chinese Girls' 
School ! To me, it was next to His word, and His presence^ 
and to the friendship of my brother, Alexander Grant, mis- 
sionary to the Chinese, — my home, my resting-place, and my 
pleasure. In the bright faces of those happy Christian Chinese 
girls I found a panacea for the many cares incumbent upon 
a Christian commanding officer. We all need sympathy in 
this world. Jesus loved Bethany and the home there, for He 
found in that home a shelter from the world which hated and 
despised Him. So it was with me as regards the Chinese 
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Girls' School. I entered it^ and I left ontside the world with 
its trials and troubles. What English Christian could look 
upon those daughters of China^ see in their faces the light of 
the knowledge of thfe glory of God, and not thank and praise 
Him who had, by His word and Spirit, worked such a mighty 
difference between them and their fellow country-women? It 
was this thought, ever a cause for rejoicing, which each time 
I entered the house cheered and refreshed me. 

I was as a brother to these dear girls; and I now daily re- 
member them in prayer as '' my sisters." The only thing I 
could do to show them my interest in them was to study with 
them the word of God. This I did with great pleasure j the 
greater because they knew their Bibles so well in English that 
it was very easy to search the Scriptures with them, whether 
the things said and taught were so. My Lord's-day evenings 
with them were indeed the resting and the starting point 
for the week for me. I looked forward to this hour during 
the week, and went on in the strength of the blessing I gained 
from it for the rest of the week. 

But it is ndt only for the Christian instruction here given 
that this School is to be commended, and is worthy of all sup- 
port. As a training home for Christian wives it is an in- 
valuable support to missionary work among the Chinese, and 
a blessing beyond aU value to the Christian Chinese them- 
selves. How great a blessing it will have proved may not 
be known until the day declares it. The wisdom of not allow- 
ing these dear girls to go out as servants cannot be too highly 
commended by a Christian acquainted with the circumstances 
in which the School is placed. The influence of this School 
at Singapore is much greater than can be believed by those 
who support it in England. The Bagged School in the town, 
kept by two sisters, converts, educated in the School, whose 
bright example of holy Christian life sheds light in the dark- 
ness around, is a blessing to many poor children. I shall 
never forget the happy face of a poor des^ and dumb Chinese 
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boy, who explained to me on his fingers, and by signs, that 
God loved him, and made all things, and that he believed in 
the Lord Jesns. 

To dear Miss Cookb, and to her fellow-labourers. Miss 
Ryan and Miss Houston, every missionary who has ever 
visited the School will owe, under God, thanks for the en- 
couragement and strengthening of faith such visit has been. 
In this respect alone, the School has been of great blessing. 
For my own part, I feel that my faith, as a Christian, in the 
living power of the word of God, was much increased by my 
intercourse with those dear Christian Chinese girls. The 
Christian women of England, who support this and kindred 
Institutions, may thank God that He has allowed them to do 
so, for He has made them ministers for good to poor heathen 
girls and women, who, but for their help, by God's grace, 
would never have known the peace and joy of His kingdom. 
I would urge all such to remember that daily prayer for the 
various missions in which they are interested, will draw down 
the Lord's blessing on themselves and on those for whom 
they pray. It will give them more and more interest in 
helping in the speed of the Lord's kingdom ; it will lead them 
on to greater effort by the right use of means to this end; and 
it will, therefore, obtain for them a more abundant entrance, 
a higher degree of glory, in the everlasting kingdom of the 
saints who have been washed and made white in the blood 
of the Lamb. 

May the Lord give increase of faith and love to aU such, to 
the glory of His Name, for His Name's sake ! 



%mana Wsx^. 

( OondvdeA from page 62.) 

August 1. — ^Went to one A , MoodaUer's, and instruoted 

his daughter, P— — ^ A . "While thus engaged, her mother 
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came and spoke to me as follows :— ''Madam, a few days ago 

ourMoodalier and myself went on a visit to S to see the 

great Swamy (idol) of that place. While there, we heard an 

astonishing story, i.e., that there is a town called N 

C ^ and in it there is a Swamy endued with great.power. 

He is able to raise even the dead, and to turn sand into gold. 
He could cure thesick,and feed about 1000 people everyday.'' 
On hearing this, I remarked thus : — **' Do you believe in all 
this ? There are some people in the world who do some won- 
derful works by the help of the devil. Do you believe that 
he is able to raise the dead ? Is he not a sinful man like us ? 
Supposing he is able to raise the dead, then he must tell 
us how long we shall live ? '* She replied, '' No, madam ; I 
saw the Swamy with my own eyes, and he gave me sacred 
ashes that I may wear them on my forehead. My husband 
was rather defective in his sight, and the Swamy oiBfered to 
restore it.'' I replied, '' Do not believe in all these deceits. 
Jugglers do some wonderful works, as I said before, by the 
help of Satan ; but to raise the dead is beyond the power of 
man ; and there is only One who can raise the dead, and that 
is the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the true Swamy. What you 

saw at C is a mere man, possessing all human infirmities. 

I therefore entreat you to forsake all these vain delusions, 
and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and He will grant you 
all that you need." 

August 13. — ^Wenttothehouseofone S T ,inB , 

and taught her. I asked her to read the first Psalm. When 
she came to the words, " the law of the Lord," she stopped 
suddenly,and asked, '^ What is meant by the law of the Lord ? 
Is that another religion ?" I told her that, by the law of the 
Lord, is meant the holy Bible, which we read, and which con- 
tams the will of God." Whereupon she said, '^What do you 
mean by the Bible ? Are your Vedas the same as our Ramay- 
ana and Mahalerat, or are they diiBferent ?" I replied that 
the Bible does not contain falsehood as the Ramayana. Then 
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she saidj '^ Must we not believe what our Gurov' say^ and what 
our forefathers have believed ? You have left our religion, and 
found the new religion, Christianity, it is not at all right for 
you to do so/' I told her that the Bible contains nothing 
but truth, and it speaks plainly and clearly the way of salva- 
tion, and if you read it, you will soon understand that it is 
holy, and contains everything for the salvation of the soul. 



Crabamore^ 

By thj: Bbv. S. Zeohastah. 
Yesudiil was baptized three years ago. Her husband had 
long led a vicious life, wasted his property by intemperance 
and gambling, and caused much grief and trouble to his family. 
She was very loyal to him notwithstanding all his ill-treat- 
ment and abuse of her, and has by her meek and quiet spirit 
prevailed upon him to give up those dangerous and sinful 
habits. Ever since her husband reformed^ she has been very 
earnest in attending services and learning the Bible Cateclusm. 
8he feels that she is a sinner, and that Jesus alone can save 
her from her sins. She seems to depend much upon the Holy 
Spirit for her spiritual growth. 

Sw&mikan was baptized while young, and was taught in tbe 
boarding-school in the time of the late Mrs. Baylis. Her hus- 
band is not a religious man, and had been for a long time en- 
gaged in a law-suit with his brothers, occasioning disturbance 
and quarrels in the family. These things have been obstacles 
in the way of her making any progress in her spiritual life. 
But, of late, when these family broils were over, and peace 
and quietness took their place, she expressed a wish to be- 
come a member of the Church of Christ. She gave the follow- 
ing account of her spiritual feelings : — '^ I read the word of 
God for my spiritual benefit. I am convinced of my great sin- 
fulness, and I lie prostrate before Him who was nailed on the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Female Missionary Intelligencer. j i 

cross for the expiation of my sins. I see that His lore to mo 
is wonderful^ in that He has given Himself up to death for my 
redemption. I often meditated on this wonderfiil love^ and 
thought that if I did not obey His injunction by commemorat- 
ing it at His table^ I shall be justly reckoned an ungrateful 
woman. I earnestly pray to God to pour out His Holy Spirit 
upon me^ so that I may be strengthened to live as becometh 
a Christian.'' This young woman is very anxious for the con- 
version of her husband. 



[Our friend Miss Hicks has recorded the mercy which pre- 
served her during many perils at sea, on her way back to 
Shemlan, Mount Lebanon. The following letter, written on 
board the Tihre, will interest our readers.] 

January 2Uh, 1873. 
I SENT you a few lines a day or so since, giving you an 
account of our break-down in the widest part of the Medi- 
terranean sea, longitude about 20° and latitude 35°, from 
which place we were rescued by an English trading vessel, 
which towed us into the Bay of Attica, near t^e island of 
Cerigo, uncertain how long we should have to stay there. 
The captain placed men on the watch, in order to signal to 
any steamer passing. Two were hailed during the day (Wed- 
nesday, 22nd), but did not, or would not, hear ; and finally, 
we all, — i.e., the passengers, — ^began to feel very dismal, not 
knowing how long we should have to remain in that desolate 
bay, said to be infested by pirates and ruffian Greeks, added 
to which, our ship was leaking, and the water had to be 
pumped out several times in the course of the day, so that 
altogether we felt ourselves in a miserable plight, and the 
captain could give us no information as to how we should get 
out of our difficulty. I tried to commit the matter to the 
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over-ruling providence of our Heavenly Father, and before 
falling asleep, felt more cheerfdl and trasting. In my morn- 
ing portion, from '^ Acceptable Words," were, '^ casting all 
your care upon Him, for He caretb for you/' I transcribe 
the words that followed, because they were so remarkable 
before relief came. 

^' Sooner than one of God's saints should be forgotten, He 
would forget the government of the world, and would suffer 
the nations to take their course, rather than lose sight of one 
of His little ones. As long as a rose of His planting blooms 
on earth, this desert is to Him a delightful garden, and He 
leaves heaven to tend and nourish this plant ; and happy are 
ye who are the weak of the flock, the poor and needy above 
others! It would seem that you lie the nearest to His 
heart.'' 

In the morning, lingering in my cabin, and musing on the 
above word^, one of my fellow-passengers came to me, and 
said, '^ Did you not hear the cannon ? " I replied, *' Yes ; " 
but after yesterday's experience it had no effect upon me, 
and I drew her attention to the words I had been reading. She 
read them, and observed they were very apropos, and then 
added, ^' But do come on deck, and see what they are doing." 
I went with her, and what was my relief to see three or four 
ships in sight, and one of them coming towards us in answer 
to the firing and signals of distress. It proved to be an 
English fleet. Our captain went to meet the one advancing, 
while the others remained stationary. He went on board 
the nearest, told the officer in command our predicament, who 
sent a lieutenant and some men to see the damage our boat 
had sustained. He returned and reported to the admiral of 
the fleet the condition we were in ; and one of these ships was 
desired to tow us from the Bay of Attica to the harbour of 
the PirsBus, the port of Athens. I asked the captain this 
morning what he was going to do with us, and he re- 
plied that he could not say until he had received an answer 
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to a telegram lie liad sent/. Some of our party agreed to 
go on shore and take the railway to Athens, a distance of 
about four miles and a half froril here. They asked me 
to join them, which I gladly did, and had the pleasure 
of visiting classic Greece in a way quite unforeseen. We 
visited the Acropolis, containing the temples of Minerva, 
Hercules, etc., and the Parthenon. These edifices are built 
of the whitest marble, having pillars of the Doric and Ionic 
orders, many parts being still in a state of perfect preserva- 
tion. There is also an amphitheatre near the above ruins, 
containing seats of pure white marble, the front two having 
the names of the priests of Bacchus written on them in Greek, 
and the supposed chair of Socrates in the centre. There are 
others behind of a ruder description, intended for the spec- 
tators. It does not appear that this amphitheatre had any 
roof, the seats were so constructed that after rain the water 
rolled off. Prom the Acropolis we looked down upon Athens ; 
the most promipent buildings were the king^s palace, a 
Greek church, and numerous hotels. We had a carriage and 
drove round the city ; we saw a few fine houses, but the gene- 
rality of them were not so good as those in Beyrout ; the 
roads were better, and the scenery very pretty. The Queen 
of Greece passed us in her carriage ; and afterwards we met 
the king, walking with his uncle. The king and queen are 
both fair and very young. With the exception of one out- 
rider, and the servants wearing a large amount of silver lace^ 
there was nothing striking in the appearance of the equipage, 
more than an ordinary private carriage. Our party consisted 
of an American lady, her husband and son, two English 
gentlemen, a lady, whom I mentioned as having met at the 
Folkestone Harbour, and myself. We spent a very pleas- 
ant day ; and our visit to Greece quite compensated for what 
we had passed through ; and if I had not come here in the 
way I did, it is not at all probable that I should have ever 
seen what I did yesterday, and it will ever be remembered 
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by me with mach interest ; thoagh^ if I liad foreseen wiat 
was before me, duty would have dictated another course, and 
I regret this - delay exceedingly. Nevertheless, the ex- 
perience and the pleasure (not including the four days' 
anxiety in the Bay of Attica), were profitable and instructiYe 
in several w^.ys. 

Saturday y Jan, 25. — ^Received a telegram from Marseilles, 
saying a boat from there would arrive next Tuesday, to take us 
on our way. When I review the past, I feel how miraculously 
we were preserved from the depths of the sea, our boat with its 
shaft broken, in the midst of the sea at midnight, not, know- 
ing until daylight the extent of the damage, and during the 
consternation prevailing in the ship after the catastrophe, an 
English trading-vessel came alongside, which was most wel- 
come, and cheering at such a time. The captain required 
£1400 and some coal to tow us into a place of safety; yet 
without this timely aid we must have sunk. At the time 
of the accident the sea was pretty calm, but, towards morn- 
ing it became very rough, so that the vessel that towed us 
could not leave Attica Bay for a couple of days after his 
assistance. The Tihre is a very fine boat, long and roomy^ 
I had the ladies' cabin all to myself. It is quite a little 
saloon with every convenience for one's comfort. The 
captain was gentlemanly; but his determination to know 
nothing when asked what he intended to do with us, provoked 
me, and he would not give us the slightest information until 
he received an answer to his telegram, and then we were 
transhipped immediately into the boat arrived from Marseilles. 
It was the Peluse, in which I had been twice before. We 
reached Alexandria on Thursday, January 30 ; went on shore, 
called upon a friend, and asked him to get all the information 
he could about my getting to Beyrout, for the Piluae does 
not go further than Alexandria. The agents said they would 
send me on, but that they were not bound to do so ; accord- 
ing to law, my position was that of a shipwrecked passenger. 
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I had to remain at a hotel from Saturday, February 1st, till 
the foUowing Tuesday, when I went on board a Russian boat 
bound for Beyrout. We had not started many minutes 
before the boat suddenly stopped. We inquired the cause, 
and were informed that the engine was disabled ; and we were 
detained several hours to have it set in order. It was 
fortunate that it did not occur in the open sea, or I should 
have had a second edition, and not have been so pleasantly 
situated; however, that evening we started again, without 
any more mishap, touching at Port Said and JaflFa, where I 
went on shore, and called upon Miss Arnott. We set off 
that evening (Thursday the 6th,) and reached Beyrout the 
next aifcemoon. 



Overland, Inland, and Upland : A Lady^s Note of Personal 
Ohservation and Adventure, By A, U. — Seeley. 

Very cordially can we recommend to our readers this 
pleasant book of Indian travel. The writer's descriptions of life 
in that empire are so graphic as to bring a more vivid idea 
of it before our minds than most works on the subject ; and 
no one can lay down the volume without being conscious of 
realizing scenes and manners in this far-off country in a way 
unknown before. The writer, too, has viewed all from a 
Christian standpoint; and her incidental notices of mis- 
sionary work give a lasting interest to her narrative. The 
book is weU adapted for reading at Svorking parties. 



Ctsftftnomal to iWfesf asten, of Cape Coton* 

[Our readers will rejoice to read, in the following extract 
&om a local paper, a proof of the high estimation in which 
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Miss Asten, the senior Agent of the Society, is held by those 
among whom she has lived and worked for more than twenty 
years] . 

On Tuesday the members of the Congregational Church, 
in Caledon Square, presented their pastor, the Rev. W. 
Thompson, with a Christmas gift of £145 as a token of their 
very cordial respect and esteem. On the same day the same 
community presented Miss Asten, the teacher of the Barrack- 
street Mission Schools, with a purse of £100, on the occasion 
of her retirement from a course of most devoted and honour- 
able missionary labour in Cape Town, extending over a 
•period of more than twenty years. Miss Asten served for 
several years in the mission school of St. Stephens, then 
under the superintendence of the Eev. G. W. Steigmann, sen. ; 
and afterwards for about eighteen years in the Barrack-street 
Schools. In those capacities, as well as in many others — 
especially in connection with the Ladies Benevolent Society — 
she has been one of the most estimable and esteemed workers 
in our midst in the cause of education and of charity. Very 
cordially we wish her all happiness in the comparative retire- 
ment, leisure, and easa, which, after so prolonged a course of 
hard, energetic eflFort, she has so honourably earned. 



3Rmnt inunigewe from igorftm, ^outft JnJia* 

Letters from Mrs. Bishop. 
Aditd»reBB6A to a private friend. 

You will perhaps remember the conversation we had to- 
gether about commencing a school for the benefit of girls of 
the higher classes. You will be glad to know that the diflS- 
culties have been removed one by one, and the desire of my 
heart for the last four years has at length been accomplished. 
My way was made plain in the following manner : A new 
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tahsilda,r has lately been appointed to the district ; he is a 
very enlightened man, and a graduate of the Madras Univer- 
sity ; and he himself expressed a desire that I should start a 
school for Hindoo girls. Though unable to give pecuniary aid, 
he promised his support and influence in obtaining pupils, 
and in other ways furthering the work. The next thought 
was, ''Where shall we find a sbhool-room ? ^' Now there 
happened to be a house to let in Tirmu Kara, the heathen 
quarter of Oottayam, close to the houses of the Nairs, and 
very near the large pagoda. On making inquiry, we found 
that the owner was most anxious to let it, only he could not 
find a tenant. So anxious was he that, at his own expense 
entirely, before the rent had been fixed, or any agreement 
made^ he raised the roof, made more windows, erected a 
staircase to the upper storey, and in every way facilitated our 
object. All this seemed providential, and we rejoiced in the 
tope of very soon opening our new school. But, alas ! a fresh 
and, apparently, insuperable difficulty to our having such a 
school as we proposed in Cottayam arose. * Then followed 
a period of waiting, which was the more trying, as everything 
seemed to be ready, and we feared we might lose the hoi:^Be 
if we delayed. However, it pleased God in His own time to 
interpose j all opposition was withdrawn, and after hiring the 
untenanted house for a term of six months as an experiment, 
on November 18 we had the pleasure of opening our Hindoo 
Girls' School, in a very quiet way with three little girls ; the 
second week there were six, and the third week fifteen 
scholars, — all Nair girls, firom the age of five to eleven, and 
nearly all of them the daughters of native 6flBcials connebted 
with the Cutcherry. Last week I was compelled to leave 
home for a short time, but trust aU will go on well during 
my absence. The schoolmaster is a Nair, who was educated 
in Cottayam College, and knows his Bible very well; we 
have hitherto been unsuccessful in our endeavours to obtain 
a Nair mistress. In canvassing for pupils, very curious 
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reasons are given for delay. Some parents say^ they are 
afraid to send their children to school, for they do not know 
what we .shall teach them ; others say, they must first consult 
the wise men, or astrologers, as to which is a lucky day to be- 
gin book-learning, and so on. Tet we hope to have a &ir 
school in time ; and I am sure you will think with me, that we 
have much cause to thank God and take courage. I do trust 
that He who hath previously helped us thus &.r will daily 
give wisdom needed for this delicate and important work. I 
doubt not there will be much prejudice to be overcome^ for 
here, as elsewhere, there is a strong feeling against female 
education. 

We have commenced in faith, lookiug to Him in whose 
hands are the silver and the gold, and we feel sure that this 
little effort for the good of our heathen sisters will not 
be suffered to fail for lack of means. 



^t^ool anU jTamtlp Jnrilwntsf m f^oiujljama, Sfapan* 

By Mes. Pieeson. 

The other morning, as I was about to open school, a poor 
old Japanese woman came to the door, with a small bouquet 
of single camelias to sell. I thought she should hear of Jesus ) 
so I said, '^ Come iu,'^ which she did. She took the blue 
pocket-handkerchief from her head, and sat, bowed in silence, 
while we sang, '^ Jesus loves me;'' although she did not un- 
derstand one word of our sweet mother-tongue, her heart was 
evidently touched with an undefinable feeling of regret, per- 
chance a strange aspiration after something unknown. As 
she sat there, her bowed form, her silvery hair, her aged face 
— would have touched a heart of stone. Then I .directed one 
of my scholars to explain to her briefly in Japanese the story 
-of the '^ Cross ;'' she listened eagerly and promised to come 
and see ns again. 
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We haye long felt tlie need of a daily religious service for 
our servants. It is now conducted by a young native Chris- 
tian^ wlio with his wife lives in one room of a small building 
on our premises. Every morning after our family worship, 
the servants assemble in the dining-room, and this native 
Christian reads a portion of Scripture in their own tongue 
and offers prayer. 

We have eighteen children in our ^^Homej" they are 
happy, peaceable, and gentle. I have succeeded in classing 
the cliildren, and have also adopted the homely custom of 
^' head and f oot,^' in the spelling class 1 My afternoon class 
is also in progress. The minds of these students grow per- 
ceptibly, like a wonderful flower which has been for a long 
time -without the sun and dew of culture ; now, under their 
genial influence, they unfold until the immortal fruit shall 
appear. Never to our weak agency alone would we impute 
these grand results, but to the blessed Spirit, Lord and Giver 
of Ufa. 

The Japanese meetings, commenced at our house, and 
through which the Lord has wrought a great revival, continue 
in number and interest. The rain does not deter them, and 
every customary place is filled. — Mismmwry Link {Amencan) . 



Calcutta, Jwrmary lUh, 
The Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal has publicly taken the 
step of eitending native female education, and declaring that 
the instruction of women must be based on religion. The 
importance of this will be apparent to all who know that, 
although the despatch of 1854 pledged the State to the ''frank 
and cordial support of female education,'' the Government of 
Lidia, even under Lord Lawrence, declined to do more than 
help the natives who helped themselves, and discouraged at- 
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tempts to take the initiative on the part of the various local 
directors of public instruction. When Miss Carpenter visited 
India, Lord Lawrence was most liberal in his grants for three 
great female normal schools in. Calcutta, Madras, and Bom- 
bay. These, however, have utterly foiled, because, as Mr. 
Campbell has just stated, the education given was purely 
secular. Natives will not have their daughters taught with- 
out the moral safeguards given by religion, whether Hindoo- 
ism or Christianity. The orthodox majority have more than 
once complained that even their sons are being injured by the 
purely secular instruction given in what have been called the 
^' Godless^' Government colleges and schools, which it was 
the desire of the despatch to see gradually superseded by 
aided and independent institutions. Grovemment, too, feel 
the very serious responsibility of turning out so many gra- 
duates, and at such an expense to the public, whose own faith 
has been destroyed, while no moral or spiritual substitute has 
been given for it. The political danger of this is so apparent; 
to put it on no higher ground, that the sooner the Govern- 
ments in India are ordered to carry out the '^ free trade in 
education ^^ principle of the despatch, the better for all par- 
ties. The occasion, of the Lieutenant-Governor's important 
declaration was that of laying the foundation-stone of a fin© 
new Free Church of Scotland building, which is to do for 
the Christian education of native women all that Dr. Duflf's 
well-known college has done for the men during the last forty- 
five years. Government granted a third of the cost, or £1,500, 
towards the expense of the building, on the ground that its 
own attempts, in the normal and Bethune schools, to give a 
secular education to girls are failures, and that it must hence- 
forth work through religious societies. — Times. 
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€t)t astsjoriatwn tot tin €tturatwn of (girfe m tftt 
^tMonit ^robmcest of Curitep m €urope^ 

[This Association was founded, about six years ago, by two 
English ladies. Miss Irby and Miss Mackenzie. In 1868, a 
building and its site were purcliased for a schoolhouse in 
Serayevo, the capital of Bosnia. " This place was chosen,^^ 
the Report says, " as the centre of the most ignorant, de- 
graded, and neglected Sclavonic province still remaining 
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under Turkish rule/' The school was opened in November, 
1869, by two Kiiserwerth deaconesses, but they left two 
years afterwards, and the work is now under the personal 
superintendence of Miss Irby. From a photograph kindly 
given by this lady, we have taken our engraving for this month. 
The following extracts from an account recently furnished by 
her, will interest our readers.] 

The Bible agent for Bosnia resides in the house, his wife 
acting as matron. A native Bosnian, a married man, formerly 
a master in the Boys' National School at Serayevo,and trained 
at Belgrade in Serbia, has been engaged as teacher. 

At the present moment, seven Bosnia girls of the Greek 
Church — orphans or very poor children — are living in the 
house. Two of them are under written contract to serve as 
teachers. There are a few day scholars. 

The branches of education taught, and the aim and spirit 
of the teaching, continue to be such as were indicated in the 
first statement of the Association, in the following words : — 

"In the school which it is proposed to found, readings 
writing, arithmetic, history, geography, plain work, cooking, 
and care of health, would be among the branches of instruc- 
tion; but its principal aim would be to give the girls a sound 
useful education, based upon the doctrine of Christ, and so 
not only to effect a gradual elevation of their intellectual and 
social condition, but also to prepare them to be the future 
teachers of their countrywomen.'' 

The little private school taught by Staka, the Bosnian 
woman who first opened a girls' school, has increased its num- 
bers. 

The population of Serayevo is stated to be from 40,000 to 
50,000, of which the large majority are Mussulmans, the 
remainder Spanish " Jews, and Sclavonic Christians of the 
Eastern and Latin Churches. 

Bosnia and Turkish Croatia, the most westerly of the Tork- 
ruled provinces, and geographically the nearest to Europe and 
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civilization, have nevertheless served as the stronghold of 
Mohammedan fanaticism. The Mohammedan element i& 
strong, because, at the time of the Turkish conquest, the 
Bosnian aristocracy (unlike the Serbian), in order to remain 
the ruling caste, adopted the faith of their conquerors. The 
division of the Christian population into Eastern (or Greek) 
and Latin, in this borderland of the Eastern and Western 
Churches, has been marked by a fierce intolerance and mu- 
tual distrust in the face of a common enemy, and is intensi- 
fied by opposite political tendencies. 



By Mes. Barchbt, op Ningpo. 
I FIND it is thirteen months since I sent you any^word of our 
school. During that time we have had a marriage and a death 
in the school; but, on the whole, the girls have had better 
health; and we have admitted several little- ones. There are 
now twenty pupils, nearly all the number are under eight 
years, and the rest range from eight to fifteen. 

I dare say you may have heard or read of a Chinese wed- 
ding; but perhaps you may be interested in some things 
that I witnessed for the first time. On the morning of the 
wedding-day, the bridegroom sends a chair to his bride^s 
paternal home, to fetch her to his house> where there is pre- 
pared a feast, and all the guests are on the qui vive to examine 
the young bride, and her apparel, her wardrobe, and her feet- 
Amongst the heathen, as soon as the bride reaches her own 
home, she is required to worship the ancestors of her hus- 
band, he himseK performing the same ceremony. This is done 
with two large wax candles burning before the ancestral 
tablet. Instead of this ceremony, a native pastor awaited the 
arrival of the bride at the chapel, where two seats were re- 
servedforthe couple, — one on one side the chapel, the otheron 
the other side, leaving space for the persons to pass between. 
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The bride stood by one chair, .supported by a woman who had 
accompanied her from her mother's house, and who guides 
and directs her to do everything, Kke a machine. When the 
bridegroom entered, he took the other chair, and as he sat, 
she also sat down. The native pastor conducted the service, 
reading and commenting on Scriptures that spoke of the 
duties of husband and wife, interspersed with singing ; and 
then he asked the bridegroom whether he would promise to 
keep and protect the young la^y he was taking to wife, at 
which question he gave an abrupt little nod. After which 
the girl was ask^ if she would promise to love and assist her 
husband, to which she was not sure how to answer, but con- 
cluded to give an undecided nod of the head. 

All this time we had not seen the bride's face, it being 
covered with a cloth (which, with all the wedding garments, 
are hired forthe occasion) . After the veil was taken off, guests 
were allowed to come and gaze at the bride, and examine her 
wardrobe, making all the remarks you can think of on every 
thing, — ^howmuch the young man paid as his betrothal money, 
how many pieces of garments the bride's mother had pro- 
vided, the quality of them, etc. 

We were then summoned to the feast. I had the honour of 
being put in the highest seat, from which I was not displaced, 
while another good woman near me had to make room for 
another more distinguished than she. The sweetmeats were 
first placed on the table, each successive course becoming 
more substantial. Before any one tasted anything, the bride- 
groom poured out a cup of wine for each guest. In the even- 
ing, when all the female guests have retired, the men go into 
the bride's apartment to teaze her. They make remarks on 
her person, her hair, her teeth, etc., the brother of the bride- 
groom being spokesman for the rest. If the poor girl shows 
signs of impatience at this treatment, she is teazed all the 
more. Every now and then some one reports to the bride- 
groom in another room anything complimentary or remark- 
able. 
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You know it is generally supposed that the two young per- 
sons have never spoken to each other, and perhaps never 
looked at each other until the day of marriage. I did not 
much fancy the closing up of the festivities being so much 
at the expense of the girl ; but they have looked forward to 
this during all their girlhood, and have no particular aversion 
to such treatment, so I was told. 

I was very much struck with some things that reminded 
me of Scripture : — ^taking hold of the skirt of the man, plac- 
ing each guest in his or her appointed seat; also the duties 
appointed to certain individuals. There was the governor of 
the feast, the master of the ceremonies, the man to receive 
the guests, and the person to send the invitation, the general 
cook, and the one to attend only to the boiling of rice, another 
to care for the tea and wine, whilst others were put under the 
general departments; in aU, fourteen or fifteen persons. 

You ask about the girls who leave the school. We keep our 
eye on them wherever they are, and I am glad to say they have 
none of them caused us any real trouble. 



§5angali)rt, ilalrrasf ^resfflientp^ 

A Lettbb from Mbs. Bice. 

You will be gratified to know* that we have met with a gooi 
deal of encouragement, and that there has been a revival 
amongst the elder children in our boarding-school. Five 
of them had been showing a greater interest in religious 
instruction, and improving very much in their general con- 
duct, at the beginning of the year. I watched them with 
greater attention, and hoped some change was going on, 
and, rather to my surprise, I was not disappointed — ^for they 
all came, one after another, and expressed a desire to become 
members of the Church. The several conversations I had 
with each at different . times, convinced me that they were 
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sincere and earnest, and after a few months of trial and 
approval they were admitted. Three months ago I had two 
more come to see me with the same request. Most of these 
yonng people have been in the school from their very early 
days, and attribute, with much feeling, their conversion to 
the preaching and teaching of the Word of God in the 
Bible-class, and the Oanarese services by my dear husband. 

One girl married during the past year, and seems happy 
with her husband, who is a Christian and consistent young 
man, and bears a very good character. Our members have 
increased; we have not room for more than thirty boarders. 
They have, on the whole, enjoyed the blessing of health 
during the year just gone. They have a missionary-box, to 
which they contribute as far as they are able, and as their 
circumstances will allow; when I opened it last week I 
found more than nine rupees, which was a larger sum than in 
previous years. Now and then I give them some missionary 
information as to what the Lord^s people are doing in other 
lands and countries for spreading the Gospel, and what help 
is given for this purpose by young and old to advance the 
kingdom of our Great Bedeemer. This interests them very 
much, and leads them to think of others' good as well as 
their own. 

The young women who have married, and are at the out- 
stations, and those near us, are going well in most cases. 
They sometimes write to me, and all their letters bear 
expression to their gratitude for kindness shown in their 
school days, and the value they have still of instruction then 
received. Some are mothers, and bring their little ones to 
see us, whenever they pay us a visit. 

Miss Anstey has also had a good deal to encourage her in 
the day-schools ; but her health has not been good for the 
last few months, and she is just now recovering from an 
attack of fever. 



d by Google 



Female Missionary Intelligencer, 87 

'^asaoullr tftat tftis; ftali been fflSaritUn on mp jpate !•' 

At a Ladies^ Meeting held in New York, as the Ad/vocate 
omd Cruardian states, Mrs. Batler, who has spent twelve 
years as a missionary in India, ^Hhrilled all hearts by 
an earnest appeal on behalf of the imprisoned, benighted 
women of India. She told of an aged, blind, dying woman, 
whose only anxiety was to knqw whether after death she 
would become a dog or cat. When told of Christ and 
heaven, she could only mournfully exclaim, ^ Would that 
this had been written on my fate !' A woman, on rising 
in the morning, will put her hand outside her hut, and 
grasping a handful of clay, moisten it, and mould an image, 
which she sticks up against the wall, and spends her first 
morning hour in worshipping this rude, unsightly work of 
her own hands. ' They are dying two thousand daily,' 
added Mrs. Butler, ^and know not Jesus. We are the 
handmaidens of the Lord, to carry the light of life to those 
dark abodes. In the far south, in travelling over the moun- 
tains, we hear the watchman's cry, in reply to. What of the 
night ? The cross is bending ; night is past. They refer to 
a beautiful constellation that we never see. The darkness 
of midnight has brooded over the Bast, and islands of the 
sea. The night is past ; the cross is bending. Let us lift it in 
sight of these benighted sisters.' " 



a jfeto Wiovtis from Cairo^ 

Bt Miss M. L. Whately. 

Would you mind inserting in the Female Missiona/ry In- 
telligencer a few words about the female boarding-school I 
am just opening ? I think some Christian ladies, if they 
know the case, will perhaps help me, for it is a work of real 
necessity. I delayed, on account of want of means, year 
after year ; but, at last, having the rooms, and seeing the 
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need so very pressing, of taking at least a few girls out of 
evil influences at home, and trying to train them as Chris- 
tians (and, if possible, teacJiers) I resolved to begin in faith, 
and to ask for aid from the Lord, and delay no more. 
While debarred from out-door work during a severe cold, I 
had leisure to copy a number of water-colour views I had 
made in my sketch-book at different times, finding visitors 
to Egypt very glad to purchase them, as no photographs 
can give an idea of our bright colouring. By the sale of 
these, I have gained nearly enough to pay for one little 
girPs expenses for one year ! But I want help for three 
others. These are the four selected ones; at present we 
shall only have six, two being our matron^s own daughters. 
No. 1 is a little half-black j her father, who has long dis- 
appeared, having been a negro farm servant. Her mother 
is a middle-aged Egyptian peasant, half blind, but able to 
work for her living well, if the girl is off her hands, and 
very anxious to have us take her instead of a Roman 
Catholic family, who want her as a sort of bond-servant. 
Their morals are doubtful, to say the best, and the child 
would get no education. I shall try to train her as a respect- 
able school servant, or take her hereafter myself, if suitable. 
She is only seven now. The next, a bright, clever, well- 
looking Moslem child of nine, father dead, mother probably 
wants^to marry again, her second husband having divorced 
her, as is frequent here; both these are willing to sign 
papers for several years, that the girl cannot be removed 
without extreme difficulty, if not impossibility, unless we 
agree. The third will interest some of your friends especi- 
ally, as she is a Jewess, a .native of Bagdad,, a very bright, 
hopeful sort of child, about nine years old, named Simha. Her 
mother has lost her husband many years, and he is believed 
to be dead. She desires to place her entirely in our charge 
for several years, and is most anxious for it. She has per- 
suaded tjvo other Jewish mothers to send their girls as day- 
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scholars, and they all three now walk more than a mile 
daily and back to our school. All are very fine, bright little 
girls, and all from Bagdad. May God guide us to teach 
them aright, and not let them be taken away till they know 
Jesus as the Messiah. 

The fourth girl is the only European, an exceptional case, 
as I do not intend taking such generally, on account of the 
diflference of habits making it awkward for European chil- 
dren to be under a Coptic matron, etc. But H. H. is a 
peculiar case.* Her mother implores me to train her as a 
teacher, and take her to the English Churcb with me. 
Though idle and careless, she is an aflfectionate, nice-tem- 
pered girl, thirteen years old. I must take her ; but, pos- 
sibly, some old Indian would help us for her grandfather^s 
sake. 

Please tell friends »about these four girls. 



Conference Hall, Mildmay Park ; Islington Auxiliary.^ — 
On the 7th (of April) a meeting of more than common inter- 
est was held in this Hall, on behalf of the Society for Promot- 
ing Female Education in the East. This was partly owing 
to the presence of the venerable African Missionary, Eobert 
Moflfat, but also to the thrilling accounts given by the various 
speakers on the subject of the evangelization of woman in the 
countries where the people still sit in darkness and the shadow 
of death. The Eev. W. J. Chapman, Vicar of Christ Church, 
Highbury (in the absence of the Eev. W. Pennefather), pre- 
sided, and introduced to the meeting the Eev. Thomas Bailey, 
from Orissa, who pleaded for the women of India ; the Eev. 
T. C. Trowbridge, who feelingly described the condition of 
the women of Turkey ; and the Eev. Dr. Moflfat, who, after 

* See April Number, page 59. 
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fifty-six years of earnest labour, entreats us to remember the 
women of Afeica. — Woman^s Work. 

[The following extract from a letter on the cover of ^^St. 
Jude^s, Mildmay, Parochial Magazine/^ for last month, will 
now be read with deep and painful interest, in connection 
with the preceding paragraph.] 

^^ To the- Members of St. Jude^s Congregation, Mildmay 
Park. 

^^ My dear Friends, 

1» T* *^ 1* « 1* 1* 

" I had looked forward with much interest to welcoming 
amongst us God^s honoured Missionary, Dr. Moffatt j but I 
was still hindered by illness from doing so. I was very 
thankful, however, that he was permitted to attend the 
Conference HaU, on Tuesday, the 8th,. and that many of 
you greeted that valiant labourer in the field of the Gospel. 
What a bright crown awaits him in^ the day of the Lord's 
appearing ! I can conceive no higher honour than being 
the instrument of giving the Bible to a savage nation. 

" Believe me, my dear friends, your aflfectionate friend and 
pastor, 

{Signed) "William Pennepathee.'' 



Wbt mtM iltttle Wlitiohi. 

A Paper fcyr the Young. 

Bt Miss Ward, Calcutta. • 

Amrito is a Hindoo woman about nineteen years of age, who 
has been a widow since she was a little girl of five or six. 
After her husband died, her father took her back to his own 
house to Uve. This is often done when the husband's friends 
are willing, as the Bengali parents know what a hard fate 
awaits those who are widowed if they live in their husband's 
family, and they generally love their own children very much. 
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But even when they go back to their own relations, they are 
used as the drudges of the family, as the people think it would 
be wrong to treat them in any other way. Little Amrito's 
parents were of good caste, but poor ; they lived in a small 
hut made of bamboo and mud. At the back of the house was 
a small court, enclosed by a low mud wall. When she was a 
very little girl, before she was married, she had liberty to 
run in the street and enjoy herself as she wished, but when 
she was taken back,afler her husband^s death, all was changed, 
and she was kept a close prisoner ; and I know that she 
must have passed many a sad and lonely hour. After a few 
years, her father and mother died, and it became the duty of 
the oldest brother to support her. He built another small hut, 
and gave it to Amrito and her older sister, who is also a 
widow, and she is living in that now. When about sixteen 
or seventeen, she began learning of Louisa, a native teacher 
employed by our mission. 

One year ago she became the pupil of Miss Lathrop. As 
she was poor, and understood the rudiments of education 
q^ite well, this lady proposed that she should open a school 
for little girls, from which she would earn about four or five 
dollars a month. This was a new and pleasant idea to her, 
and she said she would like it very much. A servant was sent 
to the different native houses to gather in the children. The 
first week she had an average of twelve scholars. Benches 
were sent to the little hut where she lived, and day by day 
her pupils increased j now she has about thirty. As I have 
charge of this school, I go once a week and hold a session, 
very much' like our Sunday-schools at home, teaching the 
children about Christ as their dear Saviour, if they will accept 
Him. 

I have tried hard to teach them to sing. The results at first 
were quite laughable ; the children had no idea of singing at 
all; indeed, among the more bigoted Hindoos, it is considered 
quite a disgrace to be able to sing. Now the children have 
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learned several pieces, and really sing very well. Yesterday 
I visited the school ; and, before closing the exercises, I asked 
what piece they Uked best ? To my astonishment, they said, 
" Hallelujah/' I knew I had never taught that to them, so I 
asked who could sing it, and who had taught them ? Amrito 
hung her head and said she had. So I told them I wanted 
to hear it ; but as I did not know the tune, I could not help 
them. She found the place in the Bengali hymn-book, and 
in almost a whisper they began this line in Bengali : ^^ Hal- 
lelujah with the angels in heaven, we will joyfully sing. Hal- 
lelujah .'' Gradually the noise grew louder and louder, as they 
continually repeated the Tsame line over and over again in a 
sing-song, reading voice. They kept on a long time, until I 
found, if I wanted to get home, I must stop them. They all 
looked as if they had done something very grand. I praised 
them for their endeavour, but told them I thought I could 
teach them a prettier tune the next time I visited them. 

When through, the little ones all go home ; then Amrito 
brings her books, and we read and talk for an hour or more, 
much of the time about the Bible. Her life is now a useful 
and pleasant one, I cannot say happy — for that she cannot be 
until her burden of sin is removed. She tells me she does 
believe in the one true Grod, and inHis Son Jesus Christ; but 
she is afraid to leave off idol worship on account of her family 
and friends, whom she loves very much. ' Will you all pray 
that she may have the new birth, and become a follower of 
Jesus ; and that she may have the courage to confess her 
Saviour. 

Our nights are very cool and damp now, and warm clothing 
is very necessary for health ; so I gave her a quilt, sent by 
my ^^ Sewing Class '^ in New York. I knew of no one more 
worthy, or more needy. You should have seen her eyes when 
she received it, she could hardly believe it was for her. As 
a general rule, the people here make but few demonstrations 
of joy, and I was surprised to see her delight. I think you 
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would have been more than repaid for your labour. She 
commenced to thank me ; but I told her it was not my gift, 
and that she might write a letter if she wished ; so I enclosed 
the one she sent me^ thinking you might Hke to see the 
strange Bengali characters^ but have given you the transla- 
tion on the back. 

From Ameito Monedasheb. — '^ I salijtb you. I am writing 
you a letter. You have been very good to me. I am very 
poor and have no father or mother^ or husband. I have learned 
to read and know about God. Louisa and Pumo have taught 
me from my A. B. C^s. The warm quilt that you gave me is 
very good, and I am much pleased with it, and give you many 
thanks. 

^^ Every day I pray God to bless this school and make the 
children good. I pray every day for you.^^ — Tlfie Missing Link 
{New YorkJ. 



Bertnt Jfntellijiente from ^erunlira, agra, ^ortft 

By Mrs. Erhaedt. 

{Communicated to a private friend.) 

I CANNOT at all recollect whether I have written to you since 
we had the cholera amongst us,* or not. In case I have not, 
I will just mention that it pleased the Lord to afflict us with 
this most terrible of all diseases, during the months of July, 
August, and September. Of the real cholera we lost 8 
children; but of the choleraic dysentery which followed 
upon it, no less than 23, shocking to say, and all girls. 
Many died rejoicing, after having borne (many of them), 
most patiently agonizing pains, lingering for weeks in a 
dying state ; blindness preceding death for several days in 
every single case. Two who have recovered, are blind for 
life. 
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Our doctor could not understand the disease at all \ and 
we all have serious suspicions that our girls died of slow 
poison, administered by the hand of our Mohammedan doc- 
tor, who was a great fanatic. 

This man was recommended to us by our own European 
doctor, during the time of cholera, as being a clever man, 
and one who understood the disease, and had had great 
practice. We of course dismissed him. It is a strange 
thing, that all the patients that man doctored died, none re- 
covered; some were weeks in dying, and all became blind. 

Since then we have heard that vegetable poisons often 
cause blindness, that they invariably affect the eyes. True it 
is, that he said in the presence of all the sick in the hospital, 
'^ You will every one die, you will all get blind, you will 
never leave this house again.^' We cannot but think that 
this wicked man was the cause of our losing so many girls. 

Sickness and death reigned in our school from the day he 
came till the day he left; then all illness ceased, no fresh 
cases occurred, and the hospital got empty gradually, though 
none of those he treated lived. One after the other was laid 
in our little churchyard. Two or three are still remaining 
almost living skeletons. 

No one can define of what sickness these gfirls suffer and 
eventually die. We may ind^ed rejoice, and thank the Lord, 
that we are rid of that inhuman Mussulman. 

Mr. Brhardt has been very busy indeed building a new 
hospital for the girls, upon raised ground ; three lofty rooms, 
well ventilated, facing east and west, with a fine verandah on 
one side. The compound surrounding the house contains 
seven fine large neem trees, which come in very nicely, as 
they are exactly in the places they should be, throwing 
shade on to the house both from east as well as from west. 
When the hospital is completed, Mr. E wishes to com- 
mence at once to build a large schoolroom on to the girls' 
school, as they are extremely crowded, and my husband 
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thinks this may be the cause why there is so mucli more sick- 
ness amongst the girls than amongst the same • number of 
boys. 

At present we have no illness to speak of, and our hospitals 
are empty. The Christmas holidays have come to an end, 
and school has recommenced. The last day of the holidays 
was quite a festival day among us, owing to two teachers in 
the boys' school, Isaac and Manoah (who have been brought 
up in our Orphanage), having been married to two very 
favourite teachers in the giris' school, Orpha and Rebecca, 
who have likewise been brought up from childhood in our 
Orphanage. They now live in the Christian village in our 
compound, within sight of our house, and appear to be very 
happy indeed. It is so pleasant to see those who have been 
brought up with us, so happily married to such e:^cellent 
young men in houses of their own. Next Monday, Isabel, 
one of our elder girls, will be married to one of our bachelors, 
who is a blacksmith, named Gabriel Nathole ; that will leave 
on our lists only twenty-four bachelors. All our workshops 
are filled ; and I think I may venture to say, that the blessing 
of the Lord rests on Secundra ; may it prove a garden of His 
own planting ! The press is always well supplied with work ; 
and the health of our large family is at the present time very 
good indeed. . . . Our Christmas passed off well, making 
many hearts happy. We had dolls enough for all our girls ; 
and for the boys, purses, balls, caps, marbles, pens, pencils, 
etc., etc. 

From the middle of November till last week, we had a 
continual succession of visitors staying with us, which we 
much enjoyed. A grand conference was held in Allahabad 
the day following Christmas, attended by missionaries of all 
denominations throughout India. This brought us up many 
friends, for no one comes to these parts without seeing that 
great wonder of the world, the Taj, the tomb which King 
Shah Jehan built for his favourite wife, the Queen Noor 
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Mehal. An exquisite building is Akbar's tomb, just opposite 
to us. The entire top is of white carved marble. These two 
wonderftd buildings, which have stood above 300 years, 
bring no end of visitors, and at all times, to Agra. . . . 
In ten days we expect Sir William and Lady Muir ; my 
husband is working hard to get the hospital finished by then. 
Lady Muir is a most kind friend to our Institution, always 
remembering us at Christmas. , 



I9eat|) of fUm Jl^arttdon, of tSSedton, £]^effieQf. 

We deeply regret to annoance the decease, in her Tlst year, of Miss Eliza 
Harrison, of Weston, which took place somewhat suddenly on Saturday morning 
(May the 8rd) at her residence. She and her late sister. Miss Anne Harrison, 
who died in May, 1858, were of one spirit, and for the most part of one mind. 
It would be presumptuous to apply the text, "Many daughters have done 
virtuously, but thou excellest them aU; " but we might safely put it in the form 
of an opinion, that in the union of large-hearted pecuniary liberality with 
incessant and conscientious and personal labour spreading over a wide sphere, 
and yet minutely discriminating the worthy from the unworthy, the Misses 
Harrison have never been surpassed, at least in our local history. 

To enumerate the good works to which these ladies devoted their lives and 
fortunes would be impossible. 

The deceased lady (Miss Eliza Harrison] is believed to have bestowed fall/ 
three-fourths of her income on works of piety and charity. That she might 
give the more, she was accustomed to live in the most frugal manner. She 
and her sister had always been accustomed to keep a carriage and pair, but on 
the occasion of a great commercial calamity (we believe the cessation of dividends 
from the Water Company, owing to the flood of 1864) impairing her income, 
Miss Harrison sold her horses and put down her carriage, that her means of 
giving might remain unimpaired. Her bounty was not regulated by impulse, 
but by certain principles she had thought out. For instance she tried to 
enhance the effect of her own contributions by making them incitements to the 
liberality of others. And she was a pioneer in good works. Societies for pro- 
moting evangelical work among the natives of India in the way of female 
education, etc., were diligently cherished by her. She was accustomed not 
only to give herself, but to beg and collect subscriptions for works that appeared 
to her to need her most vigorous aid. Miss Harrison's sense of the strong 
claims of the heathen, and of British Christians in foreign parts on the Church 
at home, led her to take a strong interest in the appointment of colonial bishops ; 
and whenever a new bishopric was formed she was accustomed to contribute 
£100, and subscribe £20 a year for five years. Wherever she went she desired 
to leave some permanent good behind her, and one of her modes of doing this 
was to establish lending libraries at watering places which she visited.— 
Abridged from a local paper, 

[M^s Eliza Harrison left large legacies to varioos Societies ; and amongst 
others one of £700 to the Socibtt fob Pbomotino Female Eduoatiom in the 
East.] 
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Him, of^mffajwre* 

The Committee of the Society poe Promoting Female 
Education in the Bast have heard with deep interest, from 
their friend Miss Cooke,* of Singapore, of the marriage of 
her valued native Assistant Kim to one of her countrymen, 
a Christian missionary. Miss Cooke writes respecting him: — 

* The names of those ladies who are or who have been Agents of the 
Society are printed in small capitals. 

VOL. XVI. H 
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'^ James Ah Ling went to Australia years ago as a gold- 
digger. He gained money and entered into business ; busi- 
ness failed, and lie returned to the diggings. He wished to 
learn English, and hearing of a night-school somewhere in 
the neighbourhood, he attended it for the purpose of learning 
the English language. He learned to read in the Peep of Day. 
This book was the means of convincing him that some very 
great power must have made this beautiful and grand world, 
and that there could be nothing in his idols of wood, paper, 
and stone. Then he read his Bible, and Christian friends 
were ready to help him. He became deeply convinced of his 
own sinfulness when hearing of God^s great love in giving 
His own dear Son to die for sinners ; after some time of 
naouming he found peace and rest in the Lord Jesus ; and 
now, he says, for nine years he has had peace and joy. 

''After hisconversionhe laboured amongst his own country- 
people, and they built him a little church, which cost £50, up 
the country ; but for the last three or four years he has 
been labouring in Melbourne, where a church has been built 
• for him, which has cost £1500 ; and there he works amongst 
his own country-people — the Chinese ; and, much as we 
value Kim, we are glad to give her up to help this faithful 
missionary in his important sphere of labour. She will, we 
hope, be able to see the Chinese females, who shut them- 
selves up in their own homes, so that she will really have 
Zenana work, for which she is really very able and willing.'' 

Of the bride. Miss Cookja writes : — 

" Kim was brought up in the Chinese Girls' School. For 
the last ten years she has been a faithful Christian teacher 
and housekeeper, and has had charge of all my wardrobe. 
She is a consistent, diligent, valuable Christian, very suited 
for a missionary's wife." 

The Committee deeply regret to announce that failure of 
health again renders it necessary for Miss Cooke to retttrn 
to Enfifland for a time. They ask the prayers of their fiiends 
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on her behalf, that, if it be the Lord's will, such a measure of 
health and strength may be granted to her as will enable 
her again to labour in the East ; and plans are already under 
consideration for her beginning work in Japan, and remain- 
ing for part of each year in that healthy climate. Particulars 
of the proposed arrangements will be announced in due time. 
Owing to delay in the mails between Singapore and Melbourne, 
Miss Cooke believed that Kim^s intended marriage was likely 
not to take place at the time originally fixed, and she had ar- 
ranged to visit Japan on her way back, and to ascertain, by 
personal inspection, what would be the best way for the Com- 
mittee to make their entrance into this empire. Her plans, 
however, have been altered by the marriage having taken 
place; and she thus describes the circumstances that occurred, 
under date April 16tb, 1873 :— 

"The packing case was brought up to my room, and all 
my arrangements were very nearly concluded for me .to leave 
this on the 6th of May, and wend my way home via Japan 
and America, Kim helping me in all, with rather a sad 
heart, when the French mail came in, bringing a letter to say 
that James Ah Ling was coming all the way from Melbourne 
to fetch our beloved Kim ; so all at once everything was 
changed, and the packing-case was for her instead of for me. 

" On the 7th the bridegroom arriyed, charming us all ; and 
on the I4th the marriage took place. The happy pair have 
gone to the house of a Christian Chinaman in the country, 
to remain, probably, till they sail for Melbourne, a fortnight 
hence ; but we are still very busy making up a thoroughly 
Chinese trousseau for JSKm, as the Chinese women will re- 
spect her so much more if she stick to her own costume. Her 
troTisseau is bought with her own savings, 100 .dollars, which 
I have made her save during the ten years she has received 
her salary as native teacher. She is very pleased with her 
Bible and work-box from the Committee. She will write for 
herself before she leaves Singapore. Lady Ord is very pleased. 
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«,nd so are all our friends. We already feel our loss, but I trust 
it is her gain, and I believe they will be very happy. But 
now, as Kim is gone, the want of her will be felt so much in 
the Sale, that I must try to stay till that is over ; and in that 
case I shall be too late for Japan, and I cannotleave till June.^' 

JEimhas written (in English) to the Committee to acknow- 
ledge the wedding presents that they sent for their excellent 
native Agent, and we have much pleasure in transcribing her 
letter. 

^^ Singapore, April 21, 1873. — My dbab Friends, — ^After 
enjoying a happy home in the Chinese Girls' School for more 
than twenty years, where I have learnt to know and love the 
Lord Jesus Christ, I write to teU you that my heavenly 
Father has provided a Christian husband for me, and 1 was 
married a week since to James Ah Ling, who has laboured 
for some time as a missionary amongst his own people at 
Melbourne ; and now I hope to go there and help hini to 
tell the Chinese of the love of Jesus. The Chinawomen there 
are very much shut up, and I trust the Lord wiU give me 
an entrance among them. I cannot find words to thank you, 
dear friends, for our happy School, which has been the nursery 
of many souls now safe in heaven and of many who are 
stiU here, working for the Lord. I shall never forget what 
the School has done for me, and I hope to write to you some- 
times and tell you what the Lord allows me to do in my new 
home. My husband is very pleased with the beautiful pre- 
sents you so kindly sent me — ^the Bible, and work-box. How 
much I thank you for them : they will be great treasures, and 
often remind me of dear friends who have cared so much for 
me. Believe me, my dear friends. 

Tours very grateful, W. Xi^J' 

The Committee feel that such an instance of the result, 
under God's blessing, of the instruction given in the Chinese 
Girls' School, Singapore, calls upon them. to thank God and 
to take courage. 
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Cfiimssf from ^Qn% itongt 

Lettes fbom Miss Oxlad. 

The Stanton Street school I have re-opened this year with 
only the loss of three of last year's scholars, and several new 
ones^making the number now twenty-nine; of these, only seven 
are children of Christian parents. I could make the number 
greater, but we do not care to receive too many very little ones, 
ttey give too much trouble to the teacher, not being able to 
learn with the others; and though they might benefit by read- 
ing and discipline, the amount of Ohristian information they 
would acquire would scarcely be enough to repay the trouble; 
so we have refused a good many under seven years of age (I 
make an exception in favour of Christian children), and can 
thus give more time and attention to the bigger girls who are 
not likely to reimain long. The eldest of the party was told 
by her parents that she was too big to return; but she was so 
anxious to come, that at last her mother said, ''You need not 
make yourself so angry and miserable, we will let you go back 
for another year.'' It does seem a great pity that just when 
they are at the age really to profit by instruction, '' Chinese 
custom" declares them too big to i)e seen in the streets going 
to school. I am pleased to find that last year's scholars seem to 
remember pretty well what they learnt, and show an increas- 
ing interest in the Bible lessons. I am afraid, however, they 
will miss the help and encouragement of Mr. Piper's examina- 
tions and lessons. 

Theschoolat Sai- zing-jam numbers eighteen; more than half 
of these have returned from last year, but there are some 
absentees; one of the bigger girls is married, and several say 
they have too much to do at home. Not being so respectable 
a class as the scholars at Stanton Street, there are nine big 
girls; but the want of refinement seem to make most of them at 
fifteen or sixteen scarcely equal in intelligence to thoseof ten or 
eleven of the better class. None of these belong to Christian 
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families j only two are small-footed, and the greater number 
come with, such dirty clothes and faces, that this school puts 
me more in mind of a Eagged School at home, — ^not thalt the 
children are ever in raqs, for one rarely sees such, except among 
the very lowest. I can remedy dirty hands and faces, but not 
■ dirty clothes, though I certainly don^t like them 1 The two 
biggest girls of last year are very industrious, and have really 
learnt a fair amount, considering they are not the brightest 
specimens of mental powers. One of the new ones bids fair to 
equal them very soon; she is daughter of a Chinese doctor at 
the native hospital, and the only one who has the manners and 
intelligence of a superior girl. Their roughness a^nd dulness 
extends to their voices; for 1 have not yet succeeded in teach- 
ing them to sing one hymn, though the teacher has a small 
harmonium of her own, and is a good singer. Only one of 
the girls has ever been to school before. 

The teacher I am increasingly pleased with; she seems a very 
steady energetic young woman, thoroughly interested in the 
work and the children, and, bytheanswers they giveme, evident- 
ly explains to them well the texts and hymns they learn, and I 
should think from her conversation, and what I see of her, that 
§he is a sincere Christian. She is a regular attendant at church, 
and not being small-footed, does not mind the walk ; some- 
times she brings some of the children with her, but I never 
make apoint of their coming, — that would be going too far with 
the people. 

You will doubtless have seen the letter I wrote two mails 
ago, so I need not recapitulate the reason which led me to give 
up the school in Jervis Street. I should have been glad if I 
could have found a place near enough to get the old scholars, 
or rather, the few that were left out of my thirteen ; but I 
could not without going too near the Govemmeiat school; so 
the school in Taiping-shan is, in reality, a new one, but it is 
in a neighbourhood where there are plenty of people, and 
therefore has a better chance of success. It now numbers 
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seventeen, bnt for more than the first week we had none. In 
each of the others I had promises to begin with; but here we 
had none, and it was somewhat discouraging to the teacher to 
sit day after day with the book, etc., but no scholars. The 
notices on the door drew plenty of people in to see and make 
inquiries, but they evidently did not take a fancy to the teacher. 
Some of the mothers came up here to me, saying they liked 
my teacher Aere,and if I would send her fh&re^ they would send 
their children; but they did not like this new teacher, they did 
not think she could teach, and " had no feet.^' All this was 
trying and somewhat mortifying to the teacher, — ^but I told 
her we must have patience ; and after a patience of ten days, 
four children made their appearance, and, once begun, others 
soon followed. The first two, however, left the next day, be- 
cause there had been a fire near them, and they had lost their 
things (they are returned now), and for two days again the 
teacher was alone ; then a few days afterwards there was a fire 
close by the school, it was in the middle of the night, and her 
husband was not at home, but staying at his shop; so when the 
next house caught fire, the teacher thought it time to escape, 
and an old woman living with her carried her out. The fire 
was, however, extinguished soon, and she returned — ^but, in 
the confusion, some of her things were stolen, dresses andbed- 
cover, a serious loss to a young married woman. So she has 
had some trials at the outset of her teaching. She is a young 
woman from the German Foundling, married last year to a 
member of our Church. Her father was a man of some position 
in Shanghai, but was beheaded by the Tai-ping rebels when 
they were making their depredations somewhere; her mother 
was also killed, and her own feet were cut oflT. She was found 
by some Englishmen and sent to Hong Kong, and has been 
brought up in the Foundling. She asked me to employ her 
as a teacher, when I was looking for somebody to take Akim's 
place; and though she does not appear so well educated as the 
other teacher, and has hitherto had no experience, I hppe she 
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will do well. I had applicaidons from several who would have 
been more acceptable teachers in Chinese eyes, but they were 
not Christians. If she succeeds in gaining the confidence of 
people around, she will succeed in getting the school together, 
but we must have patij9nce. The present scholars are mostly 
of a better class than Sai-zing-jam, but not so respectable as 
those of Stanton Street. 



Inasmuch as the attention of many of our people has been 
called of late to the social life and the manners and customs 
of India, it may not be uninteresting to bring to their notice 
an article that has lately appeared in a leading journal. It, 
in the first place, proves the truth of the statement which we 
have heard relative to the state of misery and degradation in 
which the women, and more especially the widows, of India 
still live ; and it also shows that the faithful, persevering la- 
bour of the missionaries is beginning to produce its legitimate 
ejBTects, and the fruits of humanity and love are appearing in 
those who have hitherto seemed dead to such sentiments. 
The article is from The Times of India, published at Bom- 
bay, October 28, 1872, headed, "Formation of the Hindoo 
Widows^ Eelief Society. An important change in the social 
life of Hindoos. 

'^ A meeting of Hindoo, Parsee, Mohammedan, and Chris- 
tian gentlemen was held, the day before yesterday, at the 
bungalow of Mr. Jairaz Peerbhoy, Forras Eoad, to consider 
the best means of starting an association solely for the pur- 
pose of relieving the miseries of Hindow widows. The in- 
vitations were issued in the name of Mr. Luxhmidas Khimjee, 
a well-known merchant and a shett of the Bhattia community. 
There were present over a hundred well-known members of 
the native community. After the meetiug was called to order, 
Mr. Luxhmidas Khimjee addressed the meeting as follows : 
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" ' Gentlemen, the reason of our meeting here to-day is ex- 
plained in the note just read. I should hke, however, to 
explain, at some length, the object we have in hand. The 
Aryans, in ancient times, were known for their learning and 
accomplishments. Although we are short of instances, we 
have sufficient reason to believe that the ancient Aryans per- 
mitted remarriages in certain cases. Moreover, it is easy to 
perceive that the laws and customs of a nation undergo a natu- 
ral change by the flight o£ ages. Dear brethren, when we have 
no commands to the contrary in our Shastas, I do not see why 
there should be any objection to alter our present social laws 
in a manner to suit our present times and conditions. The 
ancient Hindoos educated their children, male and female ; 
but that wholesome custom, I extremely regret to say, has 
been neglected. In the present day, Hindoo girls receive no 
education, and boys very little. In former times, a person 
was at liberty to choose a wife for himself, with her consent, 
after they both exceeded the age of minority ; and such alli- 
ance was calculated to insure them peace and happiness for 
the rest of their lives. But now, alas 1 we behold wedding 
ceremonies performed between a couple of doUs, — mere in- 
fia-nts. An old fellow is often spliced to a mere infant girl. 
Aware as I am of these monstrous deeds, I think it a matter 
of cruelty to lie idle without taking any step to alleviate the 
miseries of our Hindoo sisters. I have, therefore, called you 
here to-day either to re-adopt our ancient rules, or to frame 
new ones suited to our present life. Infant widows were 
scarce in days of old, and grown-up widows forfeited their 
lives on the funeral-piles of their husbands, which facts can 
be advanced to show why re-marriages are not mentioned in 
OOP ancient books. But now the system of Suttee has been 
abolished by the British Government, which brings before 
our eyes the miseries of Hindoo widows in a very strong 
light. 

"Mr.Gapaldas Kahendas, LL.D.,said: 'The influence of 
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caste among tbe Hindoos is so great, that, in spite of convic- 
tion, the Hindoos, young and old, do not dare to favour re- 
marriage. Whenever a young woman becomes a widow, the 
exclamations of her neighbours are heart-rending. They ex- 
claim, '^ Oh, what has she done to deserve this ? What sins 
has she committed ? ^' ^ 

'^ Mr. Thackersey Denjee, an old man abont seventy, got up, 
and, by his well-pointed remarks in favour of widow mar- 
riages, showed how even a Hindoo of advanced age had strong 
compunctions for the barbarous customs of Hindoos in gene- 
ral. He, the old man, showered blessings on those who un- 
dertook to alleviate the miseries of a Hindoo widow, who, he 
said, was worse than the ^aerest menial in her own family/^ 
— Missionary Linh. (New York.) 



^tmxt hxUllistmt from ^outft Jnlria. 

Letter from Mrs. Bishop, Ootacamund. 
Being absent from home on a visit to the Neilgherry Hills, I 
only received your letter last Saturday. I was rejoiced to find 
that God had put it into the heart of friends in England to 
care for the little Nair girls in Cottayam. Will you tender 
my warm thanks to the ladies for their kind gift of £10 to 
our Hindoo Girls^ School. The expenses at present are about 
seven rupees per quarter. If the work extend, as I trust it 
may, a further outlay may be needed. The number of pupils 
is now twenty; but during the past month, the daily attend- 
ance has been very small on account of the harvest, and also 
on account of the many heathen ceremonies now going on in 
and around Cottayam ; and our little ones are taken to the 
pagoda by their mothers to see the processions. The last 
morning I attended, only three little girls were present. On 
questioning them as to what their little school friends were 
doing, I found to my horror that they liad gone to the pa- 
goda to see some men *' exercise,^^ or prepare themselves for 
the '^ hanging ceremony," which was to take place that even- 
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ing. They told me that three men would have large hooks 
thrust into their backs, and would suflTer themselves to be 
hoisted up, and swung round in the midst of a large concourse 
of people. On asking the children if they liked to see such 
dreadful sights, they answered, " Yes." I asked, '^ Does it 
not hurt the poor men very much ? ^^ " Yes/' '' Then you 
should be very sorry, and cry, and not be glad/' This little 
incident shows the need of such a work as ours, — that of en- 
deavouring to draw these dear children from the pit of hea- 
thenism, and pointing them to Jesus, the only Saviour from 
sin. ^^^^ 

gome ^roreelrmss!. 

(prom the becobd.) 
A Dba WING-BOOM Meeting on behalf of this Society was held 
on Thursday evening, on the invitation of Mr. and the Misses 
Haldane, at their residence, 118, Westbourne-terrace, Hyde 
Park. The Earl of Shaftesbury presided ; and among those 
present were — the Countess of Gainsborough, the Countess 
of Gosford,the Lady Edith Ashley, Hon. Mrs. Kinnaird, Mrs. 
Brace of Kennet, Lady Smith and Coloiiel Pinney, Miss 
Marsh, Miss Portal, Mrs. Crampton, Mrs. Watson, from 
Mount Lebanon, Mrs. Strong, Mrs. ConoUy, Mrs. Alfred 
Chapman, the Misses Deacon, the Right Rev. Bishop Claugh- 
ton. Dr. A. J. Stephens, Q.C., Rev. E. and Mrs. HoUrad, 
Rev. Prebendary Auriol and Miss Morris, Rev. F. Smith, 
Secretary to the Jews^ Society, Rev. Dr. Smith, late Chaplain 
in India, Rev. C. E. Vines, from Agra, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. 
Arbuthnot, Dr. Crawford, Mr. and Mrs. Ellis, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hawkesworth, Mr. Robert Benson, Mr. T. A. Denny, Mr. 
Prothero, Mr. and Mrs. Holmes White, Miss Marston, Mr: 
Stnart, Mr. Fordham, Mr. Guthrie, Mr. Deacon, Mr. Leeke, 
Mr. Reid, Mr. Hardcastle, &c. 

The Rev. E. Hollond opened with prayer. 

At the commencement of the proceedings, Mr. Haldane 
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acknowledged the kindness of the noble Chairman in 
deferring his departure from town, for the Whitsuntide 
recess, in order to preside at this Meeting. He also read a 
letter from the Lady President, the Dowager Marchioness of 
Cholmondeley, regretting absence, and sending a donation 
of £10, and one from Lady Napier and Ettrick, expressing 
the warm interest of Lord Napier and herself in the objects 
of the Society. He added that similar letters had been 
received from Mr. Eobert Hanbury and other friends. 
Amongst these was one from Lady Charlotte Sturt, regretting 
her absence from town, and recalling her enjoyment of the 
previous gathering last year, when present with her grand- 
daughter. Miss Baring, now in India. 

A brief Eeport was read by Mr. W. E. Ellis. 

The first of the series of addresses was by Bishop 
Claughton, who spoke of the need and value of the Society's 
operations from his own observations in Ceylon. Owing, he 
said, to the seclusion of females in the East, the work of 
conversion went on &ster among men than among women ; 
but an indirect influence had begun to be exercised from the 
felt want of the male converts for educated wives. The 
progress of missions must not be estimated or tested by 
outward results, such as could be embodied in Eeports, — 
besides these a most important leaven was at work, breaking 
down caste, and diffusing a salutary social and moral influence. 
After observing that celibate missionaries were less likely to 
be useful than those who are married, he passed from general 
principles to details, bearing high testimony to the work of 
this Society, in connexion with the Church Mission, at Jaffna, 
and in North Ceylon. So far, however, from waiting for such 
Eeports, let them be assured, that good was beiug done 
whether visibly or not. He did not believe the Word was 
ever spoken in vain. Even before they went, it was, as it 
were, in advance of them. The very school children virtually 
became missionaries. They had then only to go on depending 
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on God^s blessing, and, in His own good time, the harvest 
would be reaped. (Applause.) 

The Rev. 0. E. Vines, missionary at Agra, followed with 
a highly encouraging account of the origin and progress of 
the Society's agency there. He narrated several instances 
of the marked blessing which had rested on children in the 
schools; and one especially showing the constancy of a 
Christian woman under grievous persecution from her hus- 
band and other relatives. 

The Rev. F. Smith, Secretary of the London Society for 
Promoting Christianity among the Jews, earnestly commended 
this Society from what he had seen of its work in Syria. 

Mr. T. A. Denny, who had just returned from Egypt, spoke 
most warmly of Miss M. Whately's remarkable schools and 
Mission establishment at Cairo. When he saw a lady like her 
wholly devoting time, fortune, and life to such an enterprise, 
he could not but feel, that she had the strongest claim on 
home sympathy and support ; and he was so impressed with 
this conviction, that he had come home with the determination 
to do all he could to assist her, and, at all events, to raise the 
means of paying off the present debt, of about j81,000. 

The Earl of Shaptesbuey, in winding up the series of 
addresses, said that he had been much struck by the number 
of Societies, and the great variety of the operations which 
they were carrying on in this and other countries; and 
among them all, he was assured that there was none more 
deserving than this. He especially rejoiced in the work 
which it was carrying on in the East. He was glad also to 
find that it extended its operations to South Africa (where, 
as afterwards explained, it has some 40 schools), for, as those 
who had recently heard the '^ Jubilee Singers ^' would be 
forward to admit, the negro races showed an aptitude for 
moral, religious, and intellectual development, which gave 
promise of an abundant harvest to efforts for their good. 
Doubt as to the results of such efforts must, he said, 
be regarded as a thing of the past. Most cordially did 
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lie agfree With the remarks of Bishop Claughton depre- 
catory of looking for reports of positive results. The 
influence for good, virtually revolutionizing society, went 
before and extended far beyond any such positive and visible 
results. See, for instance, what changes had been effected in 
London. Even in its lowest parts, it was by no means what 
it was some years ago ; and places in which formerly it would 
have been unsafe to venture, were now accessible day and 
night; a change arising from the beneficial influence of 
Bagged schools and kindred agencies carried out by good 
men and good women. The feelings of the people had been 
thus touched, and a general impression of a highly favourable 
character had been produced. In another aspect, too, in 
connexion with this work for the East, they must look at 
home — he meant as to the influence to be exercised on 
Asiatics visiting England. He had heard from Mr. Salter, 
the missionary to these people in London (whose labours 
and book he warmly commended), that a common remark was, 
" In Calcutta or Bombay we heard of Christ, but since we 
have been in England, we have never* heard His name 
mentioned.^* Let the reproach be done away with. Passing 
on to notice more particularly the work of the Society, he 
said that it was impossible to estimate too highly the impor- 
tance of female education and of female agency in 
giving it. In the East especially, men were excluded 
from direct missionary operations among women — ^it 
must be done by women, — women, too, like those who had 
been so much blessed in this country, — Bible women. 
Wherever they went they produced the same effects. 
He believed that in regard to missions the era had come 
when men must stand in the background; and women and 
children must come to the front — children especially, for 
the fruits of labour among adults, must be comparatively 
small. With the children was the hope of the future. 
Ajad in this there was one great feature of encourage- 
ment, that hundreds and thousands of parents, who would 
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resist to the utmost tlie> truth o/ the Gospel them- 
selves, Would willingly allow it to be taught to their children. 
Having illustrated this by an example from New Zealand, he 
went on to point out how much is being done among and by 
children in London. Many of these children, taught in the 
ragged-schools, are the most active, persevering, and success- 
ful missionaries to their parents and friends. In proof of this 
the noble earl related a thrilling incident which had been 
communicated to him by a gentleman who had had personal 
observation of the facts. He said that a very bad, godless 
couple were recently induced to go and hear Mr. Spurgeon 
preach. He preached in one of his best moods, with so much 
force as to produce a strong effect upon the minds of those 
two people. When they had returned home the husband said, 
"Mother, I don^t like what we are doing'; I don't think we 
are going on right; we must pray as that man Spurgeon told 
us.'' The woman said, "Father, it is quite true; but I never 
learnt to pray ; did you ? " " No," he replied ; " but there 
is our little Mary upstairs in bed," — she was a little girl of 
nine years old. "We will go up to her, and I know she can 
tell us how to pray." They went up to that little child's bed- 
side; they woke her; and she rose and prayed for them. The 
result was that they learned to pray themselves, and they were 
quite ready to acknowledge how they had learnt, and how 
what their own child did affected their hearts. That was one 
instance of many of what was doing among children and by 
children. Looking then at this whole subject it could not 
but be felt that there was a great work to be done, and 
he was delighted to see that the minds of women were so 
strongly turned to the doing of it. One of the works of old 
John Knox bore the quaint title, " A Furious Blast against 
the Monstrous Regiment of Women,'^ in reference to the rule 
of Mary Queen of Scots. But, in another aspect he (Lord S.) 
would say that if they valued purity, peace, honour, and truth, 
they would pass as speedily and as completely as possible under 
the dominion of the female sex. (Applause.) 
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The proceedings were then closed with the benediction. 



draper for Sfapan. 

To the Editor of the Female Missionary Intelligbncee. 

I am thankful to see that the required snm for sending a 
teacher to Japan has been received. I desire to propose to 
the other contributors that we should unite in prayer between 
eight and nine o'clock every Saturday evening that Grod 
would fit His messenger for her work there, and use her in 
bringing many to a saving knowledge of Christ. Matt, 
xviii. 19. "He cannot deny Himself.' ' 

June 9, 1873. k. y. 

Cl^ougl^tsf of Comfort 

" Casting all your care upon Hiniy for He ca/reth for you/' — 
1 Peter v. 7. — Child of God, care is a thing too heavy for 
you to carry, but remember, Jesus desires you to cast it on 
Himself therefore, let Him have His own way, and leave the 
care and the cause of it with Him, no matter what may be 
the cause of your anxiety, the cause of your care or trouble 
— leoAje it with Jesus. Put the cause into His hands without 
reserve, and all trouble about it will cease. It more con- 
cerns Him than it concerns you, much as you may think it 
concerns you only. 

The more clear rendering of the passage is — " Casting oflf 
upon Him aU your anxious care ; for it is a matter of con- 
cern to Him, about you.'' 

Then, child of Grod, leave it ALL with Jesus. 

^' All things work togetlwr for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called a/^cording to His j?Mrpo«e."— ^Romans 
viii. 28. — ''All things '* are so many shuttles running to and 
fro, weaving the web of goodness and blessing for the chil- 
dren of Gt)d, but the Hand that throws the shuttles is the 
Hand of Jesus, In the web He weaves, no thread will be 
found misplaced when the weaving is over. — Orvmbs, by T. M. 
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KATIB, OB SCBIBE, OF CAIBO, WITH HIS LITTLE GIBL. 

{From a Sketch by MUs M. L, Whately.) 

^upen(tttion£( of tbt Coptsf. 

By Miss M. L. Whately, Oaieo. 

English visitors frequently ask, with a very natural interest, 
after the Christian remnant of the old Church of Egypt ; but 
many of them seem to anticipate that this remnant are very 
far superior to the Moslem population, mentally and morally, 
and in all their ways : supposing that Christianity mingles with 

VOL. XVI. I 
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all^ and purifies, more or less. 'But^alas! there are but very few 
(as far as the experience goes, not of myself only, but of those 
who know far more of them) with whom that Christianity is 
more than a name. They will speak respectfully of Christ, 
and assure you that He is the Head of the faith, and the Sa- 
viour j but, after a little conversation, or even mere observa- 
tion, you can soon see that the Virgin and saints occupy a 
position in their minds quite as high, and in many a great 
deal higher, than Christ. But more than this, they are the 
prey to vain and miserable superstitions, which really hedge 
them round, as if with a plantation of thistles. The fear of 
the evil eye is worse with them than among Moslems. Here is 
one instance. Awomanofwhom I have long known alittle, and 
to whom I have often read the gospel, and spoken very plainly 
about it, has had the misfortune to lose a great number of 
infant children, — some at birth, some after a few weeks or 
months. One daughter, the eldest child, was the only sur- 
vivor, in fact, of nine ; all the infants were boys. At last 
another (a girl) arrived, and the mother and the female rela- 
tives immediately covered its face with a thick piece of mus- 
lip, that no one should see it. The child is now a year old, 
and, except in strict privacy with its parents, is constantly 
veiled in this way, and its nearest f rieMs have never seen its 
face. They hope to avert Satan^s power by this trick ; nor 
does tteir priest appear to expostulate, though he must be 
aware of it ; for among the Copts everything is known about 
each other. The younger sister of this woman was long a 
teacher with me, and both I and Mrs. Shakoor had taken 
great pains to enlighten her mind ; but, though clever and 
bright, she was always self-righteous, and, therefore, has 
never given her heart to Him who is meek and lowly of spirit, 
and who gives grace to the humble^ but not to the proud. 
She was willing to follow a good deal of our advice with her 
first child ; but her mother and mother-in-law so tormented 
her for keeping it clean, and for not keeping the Church's 
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fast while nursing it, that, at last, she yielded to them, and 
allowed it to be managed like others. It died in teething, 
as we know often happens with the utmost care ; but dirt is 
no safeguard; otherwise, as I can testify, the poor little girl 
must have survived. After a long interval, another little one 
was sent to gladden the childless home. I asked the grand- 
father, who is our cook,^ whether it was son or daughter. He 
replied, stammering, he didn^t know. I asked her cousin, 
our teacher, who had been at the house the day of the stran- 
ger's arrival. Same reply ; and what surprised me much, it 
was given for four or five days by every one of whom I asked ; 
nor would either the grandfather or friends tell me if the new 
baby was ^ell, nor anything about it. Mrs. Shakoor went, 
as is customary, to visit the young mother. I was not well, 
and could not go. She told me that the women were not 
very wilKi^g to let her look at the baby, lest she should praise 
it ; but she spoke strongly and aflTectionately to the mother, 
warning her of the folly of such conduct, and of its being dis- 
pleasing to God. I asked the cousin when this absurd con- 
cealment ceased ? '^ About seven days,'' she said ; ^' it is 
named, and then they are not afraid to say it is a boy." 
This ceremony is only observed with boys ; so, in reality, 
every one knows it is of the honoured, sex, because it is not 
done with a girl. ^' So," I said, " after seven days you cease 
to worship the devil, and begin to allow God's power." The 
woman looked surprised. '^ Yes," I said, " that is really wor- 
shipping an evil spirit, and not our good God. He sends a 
little child as a gift to the parents ; and they hide it, and 
refuse to rejoice, or to tell their neighbours what good things 
the Lord has done for them, and cover it up, and make all 
sorts of silly ceremonies about evil eyes ; is not that devil- 
worship ? " '' Well, it looks like it," she owned. « If God 
chooses to take away a child," I added, " He can do so, hide 
it or not. Why not trust to Him from the first ? '/ ^^ It would 
be better," she said. 
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. Another time I will tell you, if you like, some other of 
their superstitions ; and yoT,i will see how far a clergyman is 
correct, who told us the other day that the Copts were a hil^ 
remnant t 

I consider this, in itself, a strong appeal for boarding a few 
girls. I must try to take some, at least, out of the hands 
of those wretched, superstitious aunts and grandmothers! 
Eooms we have; but each girl would cost at the least £15 
a year in this dear place, especially as they would not come 
as objects of charity. Though the family wiU rarely pay for 
a girl's schooling, etc., they will always provide for them at 
home in some way. 



^rferflla i^elen, of Bfeagulpore^ 

By Miss Dboese. 

Pbisoilla Helen, an orphan girl of our School, was sent to 
us in 1867. She was a remarkably bright and clever girl, 
and had not at all the usual shyness of natives, but behaved 
towards us from the beginning with great openness and affec- 
tion. She made good progress in school, and got through 
all the classes in much shorter time than the other diildren. 
She is now about sixteen or seventeen years of age, and is in 
the Benares Girls' Normal School, preparing to become a 
teacher. About a year ago, I asked her whether she remem- 
bered her life before she came to school, and said I felt thank- 
ful to God for having brought her here. She said, *' 
Missi Baba, if you knew how much I have gone through, you 
would not ask that question. When I think what I am now, 
and what I was then, I cannot help feeling very very thank- 
ful.'' When urged to tell a little of how it had fared with 
her before she came to us, she told her whole little life-story, 
which I will try to give, as much as possible, in her own 
words. 
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PbiscilIiA. Helen's Stoet. 
" My parents were very poor, and lived in a jhompie (a shed 
made of mats, and covered with grass or palm-leaves). My 
father worked as a day-labourer, and we all used to help him 
as much as possible* My mother had three girls, myself and 
two little sisters. We were so poor that we often got only 
one meal a day, and sometimes none at all. On such days, 
mother and myself used to go about in the village beg- 
ging, and divided what we got amongst us and the sisters. 
What my father ate in those days I cannot tell. Once, father 
came home late in the evening, and brought some rice, which 
lie had got iustead of his pay. We were all very hungry, but 
there was no wood to boil the rice. Then mother took me and 
my sister to the near wood to gather leaves and sticks. She 
ordered mylittle sister, who was about three years of age, to 
stay at home, but my sister would not : she screamed and ran 
after mother. Poor mother was hungry and cross, and beat 
her several times, and ordered her home ; but nothing would 
make the child go back. She kept on running after us, and 
screaming at the top of her voice. We arrived at the wood, 
and began to gather leaves and sticks as well as we could in 
the dark. My little sister sometimes fell over roots, or against 
bushes, and then called her mother, and cried all the louder. 
Now my mother got so angry that she rushed up to the little 
child, threw her with force on to the ground, beat her most 
cruelly, and said she would break her head. I do not know 
whether my sister was stunned, or thoroughly frightened ; 
anyhow, she remained lying where mother had thrown her, 
and did not give again a sound from her. We then went on 
quietly doing our work. AJl at once— oh, Missi Baba ! — we 
heard the howl of a wild animal, and my poor little sister, 
at the same time, gave one or two shrieks; then all was 
quiet. Mother and we sisters were struck with terror, and 
rushed on in madness totvards the vUlage, my poor mother 
screaming all the time, — ^ Oh ! an animal is eating up my 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1 1 8 • Female Missionary Intelligencer. 

child ! ' The villagers soon collected, and went> armed with 
sticks, in search of my sister and the animal. But how shall 
I describe the despair and angnish of my poor mother ! For 
though she had beaten her child so, she did love us all dearly. 
I shall never forget the love of my mother ; she used to starve 
in order to feed us. I think she was then so angry, because 
she was so hungry and tired. While we were looking about 
in the wood, my mother continued crying for her child, and 
calling her by all the pet names she could think of ; but no 
answer came. At last, a man stumbled over something — it 
was the corpse of my sister, mangled and half eaten up, the 
head bitten off, and lying at some distance. Missi Baba 1 
all this I have seen with mine own eyes. But my poor mo- 
ther ! what shall I say about her ? Her agony was beyond 
description. She tore her hair, beat her breast the whole night 
through, and cried over and bemoaned her little child. Some- 
time after this, my mother got ill, — I believe from starvation, 
grief, and pain. The famine was great in the land ; and it 
was the custom of my mother to feed us as much as possible, 
and eat, herself, as little as possible. Oh, her love to us was 
great ! When food was cooked, father was first served. He 
generally ate tiU he was satisfied ; and what he left, mother 
divided between us and her. One day, my father had gone 
to his work, my remaining sister was sitting outside, and I 
was with my sick mother, — or, I ought rather to say, with 
my dying mother j but I did not know it then. That day, 
mother called me to her, and said, ^ Listen, daughter, and let 
my words sink in your heart. Do not forget my words. I 
shall die. When I am dead, run away, with your sister, to 
my brother, and don^t stop with your father. He will marry 
another woman, and she will hate you, perhaps kill you both. 
Step-mothers do not love the children of the first wife. Mind 
and run away to your uncle as soon as I am dead. O my 
daughter ! men are unfaithful — ^bad. They do not care for 
^8 women. He will marry another woman, and forget me 
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and yon. Therefore^ mind and rnn away when I am dead/ 
Then my motiier pointed towards a comer where a hollow 
bamboo was hanging, in which we kept oil, I believe she 
could not talk any more. I went and fetched it. My mother 
poured the little oil that was in it on her head. I cried ont, 
' Oh, mother ! what have you done ? Where are we to get 
more oil from ? Father will be so angry.' But my mother 
did not answer ; her eyes were turned up \ she felt cold. I 
rubbed her, called her, shook her; but she did not move. 
All at once her throat began to gurgle, then I knew my mo- 
ther was dying. I rushed out of the house, and kept scream- 
ing that my mother was dying. My sister followed me. We 
ran in search of my father, and returned back with him to our 
house, and found mother dead.'' Here the poor girl could 
not go on for some time. '' I myself burned my mother's 
face, as there was no son to do her this honour." Poor peo- 
ple, who cannot afford wood to burn the dead bodies, singe 
the faces only, and throw them into the Ganges. 

" After my mother's death, h<er words proved only too true, 
yetl was afraid to go to my uncle, because he lived in a distant 
village, and we had to pass through a 'jungle' where wild 
animals were. My father did not care for us in the least ; he 
went away for days, and did not tell us when he was going, 
or when he was going to return; nor did he give us money or 
food for such days. We then had to beg in the village, and 
sometimes we did not get anything. On such days I went 
into the fields, and gathered ' sag ' (a kind of herb) and some 
sticks, and boiledit in a broken earthen vessel, without salt, or 
spices, or butter. It tasted very bad; but what could I do ? 
I was so hungry, and had nothing else, and so I did eat it ; 
but my poor sister, who was weak and delicate could, or 
would not, eat this. I used to admonish her, and say, ' We 
have no mother to give us better things, you must eat this, 
or you will die of hunger.' But sister turned away, and said, 
crying, ' Give me rice, I cannot eat this, it makes me sick.' 
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I loved my sister dearly ; nobody cotild have loved her more. 
When, by begging, I did not get enough for ns both, I gave 
my sister all that I had, and I ate ' sag/ Once again onr 
father left ns, and we heard that he had settled downin another 
viQage, and would remain there. Oar distress was great; 
but after some time a rich farmer took pity on ns, and pro- 
mised to feed ns, if we would work for him. We did so 
gladly, and now got better food \ but sometimes my sister, 
who was very weak, could not work so much as was required, 
and then she got no food. I could not bear to hear her cry- 
ing, so went and begged till somebody took pity and gave 
me something for my sister. We still slept in our hut ; but 
there was nothing in it but a child^s bedstead, nor had we any 
clothing j — ^who was there to give us? Each of us^had only a 
little rag bound round the waist, which was never washed, as 
we had no other to change. And look, Missi Baba, what nice 
clean clothing I am wearing now ; can I help feeling thank- 
ful ? We felt the cold very, very much in the cold season. 
I will tell you bow we slept in order to keep a little warm. 
There was, of course, no matti^ss or covering ; but the bed-, 
stead only which was bound with rope. I told my sister to lie 
down on her face and draw up her legs under her, then I lay 
in the same way on her back, and thus we slept ; but the wind 
came through the mat wall and blew over my back. In the 
morning I could hardly move from cold ; my sister, too, cried 
with cold and stiflfness, till I rubbed her body as well as I 
could, and then she rubbed me, and then we went to our work. 
One day, while we were at work with the farmer, we heard 
that our father had arrived with his new wife. I ran with 
other children to look at my step-mother. She was a stout 
big person, not like my own dear mother, thin and slender. 
I laughed at her, and joked with the other children about fat- 
ness. We sisters now left our work and lived again at home, 
where we had better days, as regards food and clothing ; but 
our step-mother did not like us, and often used to beat us 60 
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craelly that people often said to her, ' Why do you beat them 
so ? they are only children/ She especially hated me^ be* 
cause she had heard about me langhing at her. My step- 
mother was a great quarreller and often used to quarrel with 
my father. Once when she did so, he got so vexed, that he 
gave her a great beating, then took my little sister by the 
hand and said that he would now leave his wife for good, and 
settle in soi^e other village. I screamed after my sister, but 
&ther would not leave her nor allow me to follow him. As 
far as I could see my sister, I heard her crying after me, and 
I did the same. Now I was quite in the power of my step- 
mother, who beat me daily at her pleasure, till I ran away 
from her, and worked with the farmer. After some time he 
sent me to the magistrate, as one who belongs to nobody. 
There I stayed, and got such good food and had nothing to 
do ; but I could not forget my own dear sister. Daily did I 
think of her, and cry for her, and hoped father would return 
with her again. But one day a boy came from my village 
and told me that people had seen my poor sister lying dead 
on the road between our village and the one father had gone 
to. For a long time I would not believe it, but I had to. I 
have gone through all this ; can I forget what troubles I bad, 
and how mnch joy and peace I have now ? I remained some 
time with the magistrate, and as the famine continued many 
children were brought to him. Among them was a little girl 
called Jikree. She told me that she too had a little sister, and 
that they used to beg in different streets, and one evening the 
sister did not return, and she never heard of her again. But 
she did not seem to care much for having lost his sister. 
Some days after this the magistrate called us to him, and told 
us that he would send us to a place where we should be 
taoght to, fear God, and become good people. We were 
packed into an ox cart and sent off. in charge of two police- 
Dien. After we had gone a good while, we saw an elephant 
coming, and which several ladies and gentlemen were riding. 
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They ordered our cart to be stopped, and asked who we were 
and were we were going to. They heard that we were orphans 
and were going to the Bhagnlpore Orphanage. Then one of 
the ladies said, ' I have also an orphan child which I will send 
with these.' They ordered us to stop there, and took one of 
the policemen with them. After some hours the policeman 
returned, and brought with him a little girl nicely dressed, 
washed and combed, looking so very different from us, and put 
her in the cart. The little girl looked at us, and all at once 
exclaimed, ' Jikree, Jikree, sister !' And true enough it was 
Jikree's little sister, whom she had not recognized, very likely 
on account of her clean dress and combed hair. Oh, then I 
had again to cry and think of my little sister, and wished some 
ladies and gentlemen would send her to me ; but I knew it was 
impossible, for was she not lying dead on the road side, and 
had not even been burnt ? I am quite sure my sister ran away 
from my father in order to come to me ; but she died on the 
way of weakness, or perhaps of hunger. When I think of this 
I often still must cry, but then again I feel so thankful that 
the Lord has opened my life and brought me here ; if only 
my sister were here too. When I see Jane and Lucy (two 
sisters in school) how they keep together, oh ! then, I wish I 
had my sister too. I would love her so, and take care of her. 
Sometimes at evening prayer all this strikes me, and then I 
must cry ; why, I' do not know. I feel so happy, and again so 
sad. I cannot sing, then I feel choking. O Missi Baba ! how 
can I ever forget what I was before, and what I am now \" 



Wednesday, the 12th February, was a red-letter day with the 
girls in the Piplee asylum. Thus far, the only holiday they 
have had has been a trip to one of our out-stations ; but as 
there is nothing particularly attractive there, they did not care 
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very mucli for it. They wanted to see some new place ; and 
as they have not been many times beyond the sight of the 
school premises, one need not be surprised at this. We pro- 
posed a trip to the banks of the Bagovee, — one of the rivers 
in the sonthem division of Orissa. At a convenient distance 
there is a furnished bungalow, belonging to the Department 
of Public Works, available for visitors ; and there we deter- 
mined to spend the day. Rice, cooking vessels, and all the 
etceteras required for one meal for 160 children, had to be 
taken, as it would have been difficult, if not impossible, to 
liave procured all that was needed in this locality. In addi- 
tion to the girls, there were Mr. and Mrs. HUl, Miss Packer, 
and the writer. We left soon after day-dawn. It was a real 
pleasure to see the children bound out of the compound, and 
to hear their merry voices. Six: years ago, those who had 
watched over them with such maternal care would have given 
not a little to hear them shout or see a smile upon their faces ; 
bnt famiue and pestilence had so broken their spirits, that 
every atom of joyousness seemed to have gone out of them 
for ever : so listless and lifeless were they, that they had to 
be driven out to play. A greater contrast between the scenes 
we are now describing and the days of the famine could not 
be found. 

On our arrival at the bungalow, the children, like our- 
selves, were charmed with the scenery. The mango groves 
were in full blossom, and covered vrith the richest foliage. 
There were acres of plantains, with their rich fruit and grace- 
ful leaves ; and the villages, like many in this locality, were 
cfimpletely overshadowed with the cocoa-nut, date, and other 
palms. While the morning meal was prepared, we strolled 
with the children to a neighbouring village. The people were 
much pleased to see them ; and as they themselves had lived 
through the terrible famine, they knew well what care had 
been shown to the children by the missionaries. Several 
bymns were sung by the girls, which the heathen men. 
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and women too, seemed thoronghly to enjoy. Not the 
Blightest restraint was put on the chilcben \ they were allowed 
to roam abroad at pleasure, and to do whatever seemed pleas- 
ing in their eyes. There was no quarrelling ; in fact, not a 
single unkind word was heard. Their conduct was all that 
could be desired. It was soon noised abroad that the mis- 
sionaries from Kplee had oome, with lots of children, and 
we had numerous visitors from the villages in the locality. 
The girls wanted no prompting to advocate the claims of 
Christianity, and to urge the heathen to forsake their lying 
refuges for Christ. There was an old Brahmin who was very 
bitter, but his opponents were too numerous and powerful for 
him. It was quite a field-day for mission work, and real ser- 
vice was done by the girls and one or two Christian women 
with them. 

We were especially interested with Mr. HiU^s little boy. 
He is only six years of age, and has not been in the country 
niuch more than a year. With childlike simplicity he spoke 
to grey-headed old men on the sin of worshipping gods of 
wood and stone. Natives are remarkably fond of children; 
and when they heard this little fellow speak their language 
with such ease and correctness, they listened to him with 
unbounded pleasure. Could we have tarried for the night, 
there would have been a very large gathering, for no small 
interest had been awakened by our visit. 

On our return journey we had to pass through a large Brah- 
min village. The heathen women were peeping out of every 
door to get a sight of the children. In the marked contrast 
between the two we had unmistakable evidence of the advan- 
tage of Christianity. A cruel superstition had doomed one 
to a life of drudgery and seclusion; but Christianity had 
made the other as free as the air and as merry as the birds. 
These visits wiU, we hope, be repeated, as they will not only 
benefit the children, but may be made a powerful means for 
good amongst the heathen. 
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QBZaorit iiXk i»ount iUlianom 

In these dajrs of excitement and sensationalism, the unob- 
trusive work of a private individual is rarely noticed, excepting 
by intimate fViends; and to this maybe attributed the fact 
that but little is known of one of the earliest and most de- 
voted labourers for Female Education in the Levant, Mrs, 
Watson, now of Shemlan, Mount Lebanon, For more than 
thirty years this lady has devoted herself and her fortune to 
the service of her Lord, and has originated and conducted 
schools in Malta, Athens, Candia, Beyrout, Sidon, and the 
Lebanon. She has established at Shemlan two boarding- 
schools. One of these, a Training School, she gave over, some 
years ago, to the Society fob Pbomotinq Female Education 
IN THE East. This is now stiperintended by Miss Hicks, but 
Mrs. Watson's name is kept up in connection with it. The 
other is an Industrial School, conducted by Mrs. Watson her- 
self and her adopted daughter. These Schools contain fifty- 
two pupils, and the day-school attached to the former numbers 
forty. All the scholars receive a solid, thorough education, 
and are fully instructed in the word of Grod ; Protestants, 
Roman and Greek Catholics, Druses, and Maronites alike. 
Mrs. Watson has also built a church at Shemlan. 

Mrs. Watson has recently opened three girls' schools in 
different villages on the Lebanon, Janoop, Shimoon, and 
Mahari. These contain about 100 children, and are taught 
by native mistresses trained in her Shemlan school. The 
whole of tjie expenses are borne by her. Other schools pre- 
viously established are also under her own teachers. 

A pleasing account of these schools has been given by a 
lady who visited them a year ago, and bore the following tes- 
timony to their excellent foundress : — " Every one who was 
acquainted with this lady acknowledged the wonderful talent 
of organization with which she was endowed. Whatever dif- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1 26 Female Missionary Intelligencer. 

ferences there may be in detail, all these institutions agree in 
the one principle of making the Scriptures the foundation of 
their teaching ; and we may hope it will bear its fruits, under 
Divine blessing, hereafter/^ * 

Dublin Auxiltaey. — A meeting on behalf of the Society 
was held on Monday, the 2nd of December, 1872, in the 
Schoolrooms attached to Zion Church, Eothgar. The Eev. 
James Hewitt, A.M., in the chair. The Eev. T. C. Trow- 
bridge, American Missionary, of Mjtrash, North Syria, 
attended as deputation, and gave most interesting details of 
the progress of the Gospel among the women of America. 
Cathcart Dobbs, Esq., bore strong testimony to the value 
of Female Education in India, where he had bein living for 
fifteen years. 

A meeting was held on Wednesday, December 1 8th, 1872, 
in Taney Schoolroom, Dundrum. The Eev. Alfred Hamilton, 
A.M., in the chair. The Rev. T. F. Carmichael, A.M., and 
the Eev. T. Duncan Craig, D.D., attended as deputation. 
The cause of the Society was also advocated by the Eev. 
Eichard S. Brooke, D.D., rector of Wyton, Hants. 

A Drawing-room Meeting was held on Wednesday Even- 
ing, April 16th, at 12, Mirror Square South, the residence 
of Mr. and Mrs. Law, who most kindly invited a large circle 
of ladies and gentlemen to meet the Eev. C. E. and Mrs. 
Leupolt. After the hymn, " I heard the voice of Jesns 
gay,^^ prayer was oflTered up by the Eev. J. H. Carson, 
D.D.,S.F.T.C.D., who in a few brief remarks introduced the 
Eev. C. E. Leupolt, who stated that he had been preaching 
the Gospel in India since 1843, and in all that time had 
not spoken to twenty women, and those of the lower classes. 
There are 120,000,000 of women in India alone. The agents 

* "A Lady's Eide throngh Palestine and Syria." By Amy 
rnllerton Fullerton. Partridge. 
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of this Society ought to be called Female Missionaries. 
Theirs is a great work, involving great trials of faith and 
great difficulties. 

The success of the Gospel among the hill-tribes was 
mainly owing to the fact that their females were not 
secluded. Give us the women of India, and it will soon 
become a Christian country. Looking back on his mission- 
ary labours, he saw a great change in the minds of both 
Hindoos and Mahommedans. A few years ago, if told of 
Zenana work, he would have said it ^as impossible. The 
Kev. Hewitt Poole, S.F.T.C.D., also spoke most warmly in 
favour of the Society. He said two of its leading features 
made it especially valuable as an agency among the heajthen, 
namely, that it provided Christian training for the children, 
and also that it enabled the converts to make suitable 
marriages — ^thereby preventing their being "unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers.^' He urged upon all 
present the necessity of labouring for the Society, both by 
contributing money and work. 

The proceedings were brought to a close by prayer by the 
Rev. J. H. Carson, D.D., S.F.T.C.D., and the hymn, " A 
mind at perfect peace with God.'' 

A Drawing-room Meeting was also held on Thursday 
Evening, April 17th, at the residence of Dr. and Mrs. 
Henry Tweedy, Eutland Square East, to meet the Rev. C. 
R. and Mrs. Leupolt. 

Meetings were also held on Friday, April 18th, in the 
Lecture-room, Monkstown Church. 

On Monday Evening, May 12 th, a meeting was held in 
rooms of the Young Women's Christian Association, 34, 
Upper Gloucester Street. The chair was taken by the Rev. 
James White, rector of St. Thomas'. The Rev. Edward 
Norman, M.A., attended as deputation. 

On Saturday, May 26th, in the Day Room of the 
Molyneux Asylum, Leeson Park. Rev. Maurice Neligan, 
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D.D., in th^ chair. The Eev. C. R. Leupolt and Rev. E. 
Sargent addressed the meeting. 

Miss Macarthey, of No. 6, Hatch Street^ has been ap- 
pointed Honorary Secretary to the Dnblin Auxiliary^ in the 
room of Miss Brady, elected one of the vice-presidents. Mrs. 
W. Pakenham- Walsh has also been elected a vice-president. 



Xnsftitutfon, Calcutta^ 

Lbttbe feom Ds. Mubray Mitchell. 

KiLMARDOCK Manse, Jutie 18<A, 1873. — ^I have presided on 
three different occasions at the examination of Miss Leslie's 
school, and have ample means of knowing its character. 

Miss Leslie, as yon probably know, is admirably qualified 
to superintend the training of girls. She has taken great 
pains to make the Institution thoroughly eflSdent, and her 
labours have been entirely successful. My wife and I were 
most thankful that such a school existed in Calcutta. There 
are Orphanages in Calcutta, which also serve, to some ex- 
tent, as Boarding Schools for Native Christian girls ; but, 
although admirably conducted, these Institutions do not 
fully meet the case of children belonging to the higher class 
of Native Christians. MissLeslie's school supplies exactly what 
is wanting ; and I should greatly regret if it were given up. 

The Roman Caiiiolics are making earnest efforts in various 
parts of India to get the education of the young — and of girls 
especially — ^into their own hands. It would be a gain to 
them, and a loss to Protestantism, if Miss Leslie discon- 
tinues her labours. All Protestant Missions in Calcutta 
will more and more feel that such a school as Miss Leslie's 
is absolutely necessary. 

I do not s^e that the school can, for sometime, be self- 
sustaining ; and I earnestly hope that Miss Leslie will re- 
ceive aid in its maintenance from Churches in Britain. 
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The position of woman in China is between that which she 
occupies in Christian and Mohammedan and other heathen 
countries. Their most earnest prayer is that they may be men 
in the next state of exiiStence. In many families girls have 
no individual names, but are simply called number Two, Three, 
Four, etc. When married, they are Mr. So-and-So's wife ,• and 

VOL. XVI. K 
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when they have sons, they are such and such a boy^s mother. 
Women are treated with more respect and consideration as 
they advance in years ; mothers are regarded with great affec- 
tion and tenderness, and grandmothers are sometimes almost 
worshipped. Some women keep a strong cord in their living 
rooms, ready to hang themselves when they are tired of life. 
— Eev. J. L. Nevins. — Missioncmf News. 



jTartaJ m ronnertion toitft tftt Cftinesfe (girls' 

FoETT children in the school. 

The principal event^ during the past half-year have been 
the baptisms of Ah-tot, Chewke, and Mercy, and Kim's 
happy marriage ; an account of each has already been sent 
home. 

The Christian girls are all working satisfactdrily in the 
schools, and the married Christians are working amongst 
the heathen surrounding their several homes. 

May Niong q,nd Tan are still the causes of anxious sorrow, 
though we believe Tan is kept faithful, clinging unto the 
Lord in the continued trial of her wicked husband. 

Miss Eyan takes the entire charge of the mission during 
my absence, while Miss Houston continues to carry on her 
little ragged schools. 

Lady Ord will kindly continue to watch over all while she 
remains in Singapore; and when she leaves, Mrs. McNair has 
kindly promised to assist Miss Ryan and take a general in- 
terest in the little mission. 

Messrs. Martin, Dyce & Co. continue to stand by us as 
Treasurers; and E. Campbell, Esq., the present manager of 
that firm, will kindly act as our business friend. 

22nd June, 1873. Sophia Cooke. 
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S^ale Snsitttuttot^ Calcutta. 

Extracts of Letters from Miss Leslie. 

''A'pril 10, 1873.— I should like to introduce you to my first 
class. It consists of nine girls, seven of them Bengalis. The 
first two girls are Jagut and Jeminnie Bhattachargea. Their 
father was a Brahmin of the highest rank. He has for many 
years been a Christian minister in connection with the Free 
Church. They are both very tall girls. Jagut is about six- 
teen, and her sister a year younger. Jagut is, I think, a very 
handsome girl. She works most beautifully, and is a very 
nice girl. She is a Christian also. The year before last, while 
in school, she gave herself to Christ. She has become a Qoin- 
municant at the Free Church. Ton would like Jagut very 
much. Her sister, too, is a very nice girl, intellectually quicker 
than hep sister. I do not think she has yet decided on giving 
herself to Christ; but I know she has been thinking much 
on the subject lately. The next girl is Lilaboti Lala ; we call 
her Lilla. I think her name such a pretty one. She is a 
clever girl. I think her age is about fourteen. Her father, 
though employed in secular work, is a minister in connection 
with the Church of Scotland. I do not think that Lilla has 
yet decided. The next is Probobati Nath. Her father belongs 
to the Church of England. She is my pnpil-teacher. She 
teaches the younger ones Bengali, in return for her English. 
She knows Bengali very well; but she is by no means so clever 
as the three I have mentioned. She told me she had given 
herself to Christ ; but I do not feel satisfied about her as I 
do about Jagut Bhattachargea. Next comes Boshonto Chris- 
tian. She is sixteen. She was in the second class last year, 
but has been promoted to the first. She is not particularly 
bright; but I hope she is a good girl. She was baptized two 
years ago. Adelaide Addy is next. She also was in the second 
class, and has been promoted. She is not at all clever^ but 
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is a very well behaved girl. She, too, has had serious im- 
pressions lately, and I am very anxious they should result in 
conversion. Manamoking Ghose is the last Bengali girl. She 
is about thirteen. Adelaide must be fifteen. Manamoking 
is brighter than either Boshonto or Adelaide, and will, I think, 
do well in time. She is a nice child. She thinks she has 
lately given herself to Christ. I do hope the work will prove 
to be a real one. The remaining two are Bessie Rae and 
Elizabeth Eeiley. Bessie has been here for three years, and 
is, I think, a very clever girl. She is only twelve ; but is 
well able to compete with Jagut, Minnie, and Lilla. Elizabeth 
Reiley has been here since February, so that I cannot say 
very much about her at present. 

" The second class my mother teaches. There are some very 
interesting and clever children in it. I will, however, pass on 
to the third class, which, I know, will interest you greatly. I 
think you will consider it to be the most interesting class. I 
teach it in addition to the first class. It is composed of only 
four girls. The eldest, seventeen ; the second, sixteen ; the 
third, fourteen ; and the fourth, thirteen. The oldest girl is 
Chondromakhi Mundh. Her name means, " The Moon Feast.'' 
She belongs to a Christian family. She has lately expressed 
a wish to be baptized ; but I wish to be satisfied about her 
before mentioning her to any Church. She is engaged to be 
married to a Christian young man, employed as a teacher in 
a school in the Punjab. He has put her into this school and 
pays her expenses. She is not very bright, and has come to 
school rather too late to make very great progress. She was 
here last year, and expected to be married last December. 
The young man, however, wished her to stay another year. 
The second is a married wife. • Her husband is in England, 
studying in one of the Universities. She is a Bramho, that 
is, she belongs to the new sect which has lately sprung up in 
India — ^the sect of which Keshub Chunder Sen is the Apostle. 
She is a very interesting young woman. She knows nothing 
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of the Bible ; and it was with a little fear that I commenced 
reiading the Gospel of Mark in that class, chiefly for her sake ; 
for the other three, being boarders, read the Bible twice a 
day, at morning and evening worship, besides the instruction 
on Sundays. She has not, however, objected. It is all new 
to her; but she makes no remarks. She is exceedingly 
anxious to get on and fit herself for being a companion to 
her husband. The other two are also wives. I quite forgot 
to tell you the name of the second girl. She calls herself 
Shomo Bose Debee. The next two are Eojonie (Night), and 
Bidjut (Lightning). They have come from Assam, and I 
suppose must have been Bramhos, for they have no caste. 
They belong to Brahmin families. Eojonie is a very quiet, re- 
tiring girl, and I know nothing of what she thinks and feels. 
Bidjut, however, is very dififerent. She is frank and open. A 
short time ago they each bought a Bible with their own pocket 
money. They did this of their own accord. Bidjut said one 
day she wished to be a Christian. Another day she said she 
did not know what she would do when she returned home, 
' What will my father and motlier say ? ^ she said. She is 
a thoughtful girl, knows a good deal of the Bible ; and both 
she and Eojonie pray every day. Bidjut says she sometimes 
prays in her own words, not in the words I taught her. If 
these three were converted, what good might they not do ! 
Will you not pray especially for them ? 

" We have indeed a great deal to do. Dear mamma has two 
classes, and I often feel sorry to see her so tried. I have two 
classes. Miss Gordon takes two also. The children being 
so unequal in their attainments causes this making up into 
classes. I am very fond of teaching, and when well, feel very 
happy. I have lately, however, toiled a good deal, and some- 
times the work has felt very wearying. I have had two or 
three days^ rest this week, and feel all the better for it. 

^^•I feel so thankful to you for all the interest you take in the 
school. I do believe God approves of it ; for hardly as we 
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have often been pressed for money^ yet the money we have 
often needed has never failed to come. 

" You will pray for the school, will you not ? ' More things 
are wrought by' prayer than this world dreams of.' Is not 
this true ? Ask the Lord to pour out His Spirit upon us, that 
this year may see many conversions. And ask for nie love and 
wisdom. How much I need both these I 

"June let, 1873. — I intend posting to-day a newspaper, con- 
taining an account of a school to be established for Hindoos. 
Miss Akroyd is a Unitarian lady ; and you wiU see how she 
is supported in this scheme. It seems a pity that sucb men 

as and others should help so largely towards the support 

of a school where Christianity wiU not be taught; and yet 
be reluctant to help a Christian school. I once wrote and 

asked Mr. for a donation. He gave me 20rs. ; but Y?Tote 

a note telling me not to apply again. 

''I do hope that there is some good going on amongst the 
girls. Chondromakhi Mundh wishes to be baptized. I think 
I told you about her in one of my letters. I am not satisfied 
with her. I have no fault to find with her; but I wish I could 
see something positively good. Still I do not like to put any 
hindrance in her way ; and I have asked Mr. Eobinson to 
come and converse with her. Drupo Sheba also professes to 
have got a new heart. In her there does seem a change ; but, 
oh ! I wish I could see something more decided. Manamoking 
Ghose is another T^ho hopes her heart has been renewed. Of 
the three, she gives me the most satisfaction. One evening 
I had these three together to talk to them. They all said they 
hoped their hearts were changed. I asked them what reason 
they had for thinking so. Manamoking was the only one who 
had courage to speak ; or rather, who could tell distinctly of 
the change. She said, " Before, I loved sin ; now, I hate 
it.'^ Again she thought, " There seem some persons lused 
to hate; now I hate no one.^^ Again, there were some 
thoughts, "1 used not to care about the Sabbath-day; now I 
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feel very diflfereutly.'^ I wish, you could have heard her : she 
spoke so quietly, yet so iruthfully. Her father .belongs to the 
Free Church ; so that, when she makes a profession, it will 
be in connection with the Free Church. When Drupo makes 
her profession, she will be baptized. She has not yet ex- 
pressed a wish for this ; but I fully expect it. 

"Mr. Taylor, who is doing so much, came in one morning, 
and happening to mention that he had meetings in different 
places, I said how glad I should be if he. would come here. 
He, at once, most cheerfully assented, and has promised to 
come every Saturday to have worship with the girls, and talk 
to them. Oh ! I cannot tell you how thankful I feel. I had 
felt like Moses, as if unable to bear the burden — the religious 
responsibility also. He purposes coming here once a week 
—every Saturday morning, at about nine. Will you not pray 
for him on these days, and ask that his visits may not be in 
vain?"^ 



Lbttbe feom Miss Blumhakdt. 

"You will be glad to hear that the sale of the articles in the 
last box you kindly sent us per steamer Oa'pe of Oood Hope 
has been very successful. We have only a few things remain- 
icg. The antimacassars, especially, were so much admired, 
they are all such pretty patterns and so beautifully worked. 
We sold some of them at a higher price than was marked. 
Accept our grateful thanks for continually helping us by 
sending out these boxes of work, which are indeed most joy- 
fully hailed by us, and remind us that there are kind friends at 
home who are helping and taking an interest in our work. 
Could they but see what great assistance they render, I think 
they would feel fuUy rewarded for all their trouble and good- 
ness. 
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"I mu8t now give you a short description of a happy school- 
treat, which the judge's wife, Mrs. Richardson, gave our 
children. She came one morning to see the school, and ques- 
tioned the girls in Scripture, history, geography, and arith- 
metic, and was so pleased with their answers that she invited 
them on the following Thursday to her compound, to play at 
games, and have tea and bans. It was a pretty sight to see 
the children, fifty in number, walk threeand three to her houso^ 
which is about a quarter of an hour's walk from here. They 
had all clean white clothes on, and each child carried in her 
hand a brass cup for her tea. Some of the children were tiny 
little ones, and had to be carried home by the bigger girls, 
as they completely tired themselves out, romping about the 
compound. Mr. and Mrs. Richardson were most kind in their 
endeavour to amuse the children, and it was a very happy 
afternoon for aU present. Before coming away, each child 
had as much tea as she wanted, and buns and sweetmeats; 
and when tea was over, they sang a few songs to Mrs. Richard- 
son, and also Luther's hymn ; aud their voices sounded nice 
in the open air, whereas in the schoolroom it is rather dis- 
agreeable, as the natives think good singing consists in 
screaming, and on the strength of that they raise their voices 
a little too high. This happy school-treat will long be re- 
membered by the children, and we feel thankful to Mrs. 
Richardson for her kindness. 

'^The girls are, at present, looking forward to their yearly 
holiday, which commences on the 15th and lasts a month. 
W© choose this month as it is the hottest time of the year, in 
which it is diflGlcult for the girls to attend to their lessons. 
We have been having some delightful thunder-storms, which 
have made the air somewhat cooler. Rain was very much 
needed." 
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SW^^% ®^tt ^rt() SnliCa. 

Letteb fboh Mrs. Beuhxb. . 

"You will be surprised to hear from me from this place, instead 
of Benares. I joined my dear hasband there after a stormy 
voyage, and a long fatiguing railway journey. I was looking 
forward with pleasure to taking charge of Mrs. Smith's city 
girls' schools, which had since her departure been without 
saperintendence, and Mrs. Leupolt's industrial and infant 
schools ; but they were closed on account of the Christmas 
tolidays. Before they opened again^ I had the misfortune to 
sprain my ankle, and was laid aside for several weeks in con- 
sequence. During this time consultations were held between 
the Calcutta corresponding committee and the missionaries 
at Benares, with regard to the reoccupation of several of the 
Society's stations which had been left without a resident 
missionary for a longer or shorter period. Fyzabad had re- 
mained vacant ever since the end of 1869, and the committee 
desired Mr. B. to take up the work afresh at this place. 

'^WereachedPyzabad on March 18th, and found the mission 
house— formerly a Mahomedan tomb — ^very much out of re- 
pair, and the pretty garden and compound almost awilderness. 
The two boxes you so kindly sent me arrived on the same 
day ; but I had to wait a fortnight before I had the pleasure 
of opening them and looking at the things, because the house 
was full of masons, carpenters, and clouds of dust. I am 
very much obliged to the kind ladies who have contributed 
to the contents of the boxes. They would have been most 
acceptable at any time, but just now they are especially 
80. We have no funds in hand for re-opening girls' schools, 
or zenana work, and the proceeds of your fancy articles will 
supply us with the needful, just at the very time we want it. 
You cannot imagine how glad I felt at the sight of the boxes. 
They seem to be sent as a token that God will graciously 
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provide the means for carrying on the work that has so long 
been interrupted, with fresh zeal and vigour. 

'^ My dear husband's labours have always been chiefly evan- 
gelistic, and they will now be so again. He has engaged the 
services of five native Christian helpers. One of them has 
for many years been his catechist. The other four are new 
to him, though not to the work. Two of these men will 
remain here and assist in making known the gospel in this 
place, and at Ajadhiya, the old city of Earn, a place of great 
sanctity in the eyes of the Hindoos. It is only five miles 
from here. The other three will take up fresh ground, two 
at Sultanpore, and one at Partabgush. At each of these 
places Mr. B. intends to spend several weeks in the cold 
season, and with the help of the native brethren, make the 
inhabitants of these cities and the surrounding villages 
thoroughly acquainted with the gospel. I hope to accompany 
him on these tours as on former ones, and visit the women in 
their fields, at the viUage wells, and in their homes. Pray 
for us, that we may not attempt to labour in our own strength, 
but in the strength of Him who has said, ' Without me ye 
can do nothing.^ '^ 



Cr(als; of Zenana Wsv^. 

[For obvioag reasons, the names of persons and places are omitted in the fol- 
lowing extracts from letters from one of the Zenana Missionary Ladies working 
in connection with the SociETTPOBPsoMOTiNa Female Education in the East.] 

"I WAS too much discouraged in January, and the early part 
of February, to write to you, for I should have had to tell you 
of the complete disappointment of our hopes with regard to 
the work we had commenced. Now that I have a different 
tale to teU, I do not mind writing about the break-down we 
had, and especially as it arose out of a very joyful occasion. 
On Christmas-day my husband had the happiness of baptiz- 
ing three converts. One of them in particular has had much 
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to bear from bitter friends and relations; lie was dragged out 
of his house and was being carried off by force, and was only 
rescued^by the aid of the police. He had left his friends and 
was staying here for a time, his wife having deserted him. His 
enraged friends and relations came a second time and again 
got hold of him, dragging him on the ground by his hands 
and feet. He kept calling on the Lord Jesus and praying to 
Him for help. He told his persecutors, "You may drag me 
to pieces, and kill me, if you like; but a Christian I am, and a 
Christian I shall remain.'' Through the interference of the 
Wesleyan missionary, who sent for the police when he heard 
his cry of distress, he was again released. We were in the 
district at the time, about fourteen miles from home; and he 
finding himself in such danger, came in great distress to the 
plape where we were, and put himself under my husband's 
protection. He returned with us, and we had him in our 
house for some days. Two of the catechists have had a great 
deal of insult to bear, and it was given out by the heathen 

tliat they intended killing them and also. All this, 

which I have told you so briefly, caused a great stir, and 
the work which Mariamy and myself had began, came to an 
abrupt ending. The people were afraid to admit us, lest we 
should make them Christians. All January, and the half of 
February, the houses were shut against us, but I am thankful 
to say tbat we have now again an excellent start. We are 
teaching twelve persons from nine different houses. Three 
of them are married women, and the others are girls varying 
in age from eight to fifteen years. Amongst them, however, 
only one is a heathen, the others are all Roman Catholics ; 
but they are intensely ignorant and are anxious to learn. 
Although tte work is intended for the heathen, I have not re- 
fused these Roman Catholics ; but by-and-by, when the work 
has increased, we can choose in favour of the heathen. They 
all seem very pleased with our daily visits, and are not un- 
willing to purchase a slate, a book, a needle, thimble, etc. 
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^'I am very happy about this beginniixg, and look forward 
to more work than we can get through without more help. 
Tou must bo kind enough to let me know whether I am at 
liberty to employ another assistant if the work geta beyond 
our management. We ask for your prayers in our behalf of 
the converts, and of — in particular. We are greatly 
troubled about him, lest he should not stand firm. He has 
had very much to bear, such as we can scarcely form an idea 
of, and what he seemed to feel the most was the desertion of 
his wife. To recover her he has resorted to means which we 
cannpt approve of ; he has returned to his village and is try- 
ing to lead his friends to believe that he has returned to 
heathenism. He, however, constantly sends my husband word 
that he has no intention to forsake Christianity, his sole object 
is to induce his wife to return to him. He is on dangerous 
ground, doing evil that good may come; but many prayers 
are being oflFered up in his behalf, and we are hopefully look- 
' ing for his return to us.'' 

A month later the lady wrote as follows : — 
" I am happy to tell you that our work is progressing; we 
have now twelve young people under instruction, learning 
reading, writing, needlework, and Scripture, and two others 
learning fancy work only. I have lost one on account of giv- 
ing Scripture instruction; her father is a catechist under the 
Romish priest here, and will not allow his daughter to attend. 
One other young girl left with her, but has since returned. 
Two or three I have rejected because they are quite children 
and might attend a school ; for our time is so occupied with 
the elder ones that we cannot spend it on those who might, 
if they chose, get instruction in the school. I think I told you 
I had but one heathen, the others are all Boman Catholics. I 
feel a special interest in this one, as it is for such the mission 
is intended; but I must not reject the Soman Catholics, as 
they are in extreme ignorance. I have hope of another hea- 
then joining shortly. 
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'^In one house, while giving instruction to some young girls 
on the history of Adam and Eve, one young married woman, 
who is learning fancy work only, got up and left the room ; 
the others immediately burst out laughing, and though I 
spoke seriously to them I could scarce restrain them. I left 
the house exceedingly sorry that day, for I felt that opposition 
had begun; and Mariamy told me they had done the same the 
day previously with her. The next time I went I commenced, 
with Scripture, and found them most attentive. I afterwards 
learned that their mother had beaten them for their conduct 
on the previous occasion. I have had no trouble since. 

"I am much interested in the work, and have every 
reason to think that we might greatly increase it ; but, unless 
I can get heathens, I do not intend to add any more to our 
number. I am obliged to do much more than I promised to 
undertake; for I find mere superintendence on my part is not 
sufficient for the progress of the work, and I am out teaching 
for three or more hours almost daily. I am generally quite* 
exhausted on my return in the heat of the day.^' 



Cf)e Begratiatton of Wamtxi m tl^e (&mx^ 

(From the iZecord). 

'' The papers of the present week furnish several examples of 
this, which we the more readily quote as illustrative of the 
need of the work of the Ladies' Society for Female Education 
in the East, and other evangelizing (and therefore civilizing) 
agencies. 

^' In the first place, we read in aletter, dated ' Simla, May 
8th,* that ' the marriage tie has, indeed, but a slight signifi- 
cance among the Mussulmans of Eastern Bengal. When a 
man has a daughter ready for marriage, he calls in a broker, 
who finds a husband for her. The husband pays about £3 to 
the father, and receives the bride from his hands. The girl 
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becomes particularly the domestic servant of her husband, 
cooks his food, draws water for him, and looks after his house 
and children. The Bengali peasant, like the husbandman of 
other Eastern countries, regards his wife as a servant, and 
values her as such. If she dies or runs away, he has to supply 
her place and pay out another £8 for a new bride. Generally 
speaking, things go on well enough if the man remains in his 
own village. But a large proportion of the Bengali Mussul- 
mans are engaged in river traffic and similar occupations, 
which take them away from their homes. The girl then re- 
turns for safe keeping to her fether^s house. The father sees a 
chance of making another £3 out of his daughter, calls in the 
broker afresh, and transfers the woman to another husband 
for what she will fetch. Presently the first husband returns. 
He applies to the landholder to get his wife restored, and if 
the landholder enjoys an influence with his villagers, and 
husband No. 1 or his father-in-law can pay back the price to 
husband No. 2, the woman is restored, and things end happily. 
Otherwise he brings a suit of abduction or adultery against 
husband No. 2 in the criminal courts. He fails, however, to 
prove a legal marriage, and so is left to recover his wife by 
force, or to scrape together enough money to buy another 
spouse and household drudge. This is the state of things at 
present existing iamong ten millions of British subjects in 
Beng^bl — the total Mussulman population of the Lower Pro- 
vinces being twenty and a-half millions.' 

" Wife mutilating, under peculiarly cruel circumstances, 
prevails in South India. An evening contemporary says : — 
^ The Chief Commissioner of Mysore has felt himself com- 
pelled to put a stop to what is probably regarded as a good 
old custom, and with all possible civility and deference to the 
religious feelings he is obliged to over-ride, has requested the 
people of a certain caste to desist from the practice of cutting 
oflP the first joint of their wives' fingers after the birth of a 
child. It is some satisfaction in hearing of this atrocity, to 
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hear at the same time of its suppression; but what a picture 
of human misery is opened to view by the knowledge tbat 
generation after generation of helpless creatures have been 
thus ruthlessly maimed at the very time when the greatest 
demand is made on the energies and industry of a woman/ 
^^ A curious mode of raising revenue is reported from Tash- 
kurghan. ' It has been ordered and published that every 
widow should get married and pay a marriage fee of 20 tan- 
gas, or in the event of her not getting married pay 100 tangas; 
and that the virgins should be married to the persons with 
whom they are betrothed, and pay 30 tangas as marriage fee/' 



Crumfiss of Comtdrt* 

" As ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him." — Col. ii. 6. 

"Received Christ Jesus the LordJ^ This is the beginning of 
the true Christian life. ^' 80 walk ye in Him/^ this is the 
manifestation of the true Christian life. To receive the Lord 
as '^ Christ/' is to receive Him as the anointed teacher from 
God; to receive Him as "Jesus,'' is to receive Him as the 
soul's Saviour ; to receive Him as " the Lord," is to receive 
Him as our Master, our Guide, and our God. It is simply 
receiving Him — receiving Him as God the Father's gift to us. 
He thus becomes "Christ" — for the mind; "Jesus" — ^for 
the soul ; " Lord" — ^for the life. " Christ Jesus the Lord." 

The manifestation of this Christian life is simply the mani- 
festation of" Christ," learning ever of Him; the manifestation 
of -^' Jesus," knowing no other Saviour ; the manifestation of 
'Hhe Lord," acknowledging no other Master, Guide, or God. 

The better acquainted the traveller is with the way, the 
more surely does he walk therein. The better we know 
Christ Jesus the Lord, and the more fully we receive Him as 
our all, the more joyfully and the more surely will we walk 
in Him before men. Oh for grace to be more steady walkers, 
by being more ready receivers I t. m. 
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Persian Wloxatn^ 

^^ When they go abroad, they are from the head to the foot 
covered with a white veil, which shows nothing but their 
eyes, as may be observed in the figure above; this veil is 
commonly all of one piece; they wear also bracelets of pre- 
cious stones, and have their fingers loaded with rings. The 
women of a middling rank dress themselves in proportion to 
their means ; and the wives of the nobility and men of the 
sword wear over their clothes a silk net, or something of the 
kind, which has a very pretty eSecV — Le Bruyn, 1704. 

VOL. XVI. L 
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jTemale Xtt&nticflie in Cl^ma^ 

(From a Cobbsspondent of the ISmies.) 

I SBTiDOM venture to cumber my letters with Chinese docu- 
ments^ though I am often tempted by the quaint utterances 
which the mandarins occasionally put forth ; but I must quote 
to-day a proclamation which has been lately issued by the 
provincial treasurer of Hupei, condemning the infanticide of 
female children. It is interesting both from its own quaint 
language and as illustrating the degree of civilization which 
prevails in some parts of the country. Comment on it is 
almost needless; it speaks for itself: — 

'' The Provincial Treasurer of Hupei has to issue a procla- 
mation prohibiting, in the strongest terms^ the drowning of 
female children. 

"In ancient times the girl riying begged His Majesty Wen 
to permit her to sacrifice her liberty in order that her father, 
who was in disgrace, might be released from bondage. In 
another case again, the girl Mulan wished to serve as a soldier 
in order to take upon herself the liability of her old father to 
serve in the wars. These instances show with what filial in- 
stincts girls of old were imbued. At the present time, too, 
theTreasurer apprehends, there is no lackof daughters equally 
ready to sacrifice themselves to their parents, or to render the 
names of their family as illustrious by filial acts of devotion. 
Such being the case, how comes it that the female infant is 
looked upon as an enemy from the moment of its birth, and 
no sooner enters the world than it is consigned to the nearest 
pool of water ? Certainly, there are parents who entertain 
an aflfection for their female infants and rear them up, but 
such number scarcely 20 or 30 per cent. 

" The reasons are either (first) that the child is thrown away 
in disgust because theparents have too many children already, 
or (second) that it is drowned from sheer chagrin. . . . 
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"Now all these are the most stupid of reasons. People 
seem to be ignorant of the fact that no men are born from 
heaven without some share of its blessings j and that hunger^ 
cold, or bodily cpmfort, are matters of predestination. 

" Allthatthosehave to do who are unable through poverty to 
feed their children, is to send them to the Foundling Hospital, 
where they will be reared up until they are women and wives 
andwherethey will always be sure of enjoyinganaturallifetime. 

" Witii regard to the question of money or no money in the 
bridal casket, means or no means of bringing up a family, 
why the bare necessaries of life for such children in the shape 
of the coarsest gown and head-gear do not cost much. 

'^ There are cases enough of poor lads not being able to 
find a wife all their lives long; but the Treasurer has yet to 
hear of a poor girl who cannot find a husband, so that there 
is even less cause for anxiety on that score. 

"But there is another way of looking at it. Heaven's re- 
tribution is sure, and cases are common where repeated female 
births have followed those when the infants have been 
drowned. . • . 

" Also they are haunted by the wraiths of the murdered 
children, and run a risk of making victims of themselves by 
their behaviour. 

" The late Governor, hearing that this wicked custom was 
rife in Hupei, set forth the law some time ago in severe pro- 
hibitory proclamations; notwithstanding this, many poor 
districts and out-of-the-way places will not allow themselves 
to see what is rights but obstinately cling to their old de- 
lusion. 

^^ Hia Chien-yin, a graduate from Kianghia, and others, 
have lately petitioned that a proclamation be issued once 
more prohibiting this practice in strong terms. 

^^ The Treasurer has now to issue this prohibitory pro- 
clamation, for the information and instruction of the people 
and soldiery of the whole province : — 
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" ^ Wherefore yon are now reqnired and requested to ac- 
quaint yourselves all^ that male and female infants being of 
your own flesh and blood, you may be visited by some mon- 
strous calamity if you rear only the male, and drown the 
female children. 

^^ ' Let all henceforth start up from their delusive lethargy, 
and exhort their neighbours to eschew this dreadful abomina- 
tion j let them cause their families and neighbours to. become 
alive to its terrible nature, and with one will and consent 
wrest themselves from under its pernicious' influence. 

" ' If these exhortations are looked upon any more as mere 
formal words, and if any people with conscious wickedness 
neglect to turn over a new leaf, they will be punished (but 
with one degree of additional severity) under the law provi- 
ding for the punishment of wilful homicide of childTen and 
grandchildren. 

'^ ^ Belatives living with such offenders and neglecting to 
rescue the children, or deliberately inciting the parents to 
drown them, will also be severely dealt with.' 

" Beware and obey I Beware V* . , . 



a Cl^me«e jTuntraL 

The darkened room, the hushed voice, the noiseless tread— 
these are our home associatioss with such a time of sorrow. 
But all is different here ; all, save the silent still figure of the 
dead, in that last sleep which knows no awaking, the cold 
repose of death. 

I had been requested by the family to attend in the early 
morning, when the body was to be placed in the coffin ; a ce- 
remony which is thought as much of among the Chinese as 
the actual burial, and which in most cases here it immediately 
precedes. The deceased was an aged woman I had long 
been acquainted with, the wife of a former teacher of my own, 
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who has always been a well-known member of onr Church and 
congregation ; so I of course went. She was an ''.old woman*' 
when I first knew her some years ago^ and then complaining 
of dim sight and other infirmities. When I renewed ray ac- 
quaintance some seven or eight months back, she was almost 
blind, very infirm ; and certainly more than three years older. 
Occasionally she was led into church by her daughter or 
grandson, bjit she was not often equal to the effort, and I 
more frequently saw her at her own house. She would feel 
her way out of her little room, saying she knew my voice 
though she could not see me, and always seemed pleased with 
a visit. My usual companion on these visits was good old 
John Bunyan in his Chinese dress, for she had heard some- 
thing of the '' Pilgrim's Progress'' some time ago in Canton, 
and said she would like to hear some more of it. Not being 
deaf as well as blind, we had some pleasant little readings and 
talks occasionally during the latter months of last year, her 
daughters and other women residing in the house often sitting 
down to listen also. She had very mucb wished one of these 
daughters to receive Christian instruction and to be baptized, 
and used frequently to turn to her and explain some things 
in the reading ; explanations which were sometimes provoca- 
tive of a smile, and sometimes needed correction or enlarge- 
ment; for with women who have never learned to read. 
Christian knowledge must always be very limited; even, 
though, as in this case, they may have been professing Chris- 
tians for years. I used to think often when sitting with her, 
of a dear aged relative of my own, whose recollections of the 
texts and hymns learnt in earjy years have been the solace of 
many a weary year of old age with all its infirmities, and I 
felt how great is the difference made by a good religious edu- 
. cation. Well, of those to whom little is given, there will 
not be the '^ much required," and, I believe, though ignorant, 
this old woman* was sincere and happy. 
Some time before New Year, the little strength she had 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



I50 Female Missionary Intelligencer, 

suddenly gave way, and I felt, the first time I saw her after 
she took to her bed, that we should have no more of John 
Bunyan, for she was evidently very near the " river/' She 
lingered on, however, for nearly two months ; but never re- 
gained strength sufficiently to enter into much conversation. 
Often when I went she was asleep, or too exhausted from 
cough to speak much. Sometimes I prayed with her, and 
she would try feebly to repeat some of the words I said ; and 
her most frequent expression was that she suffered mnch, and 
should be glad "quickly to go to heaven.^' The Sunday 
before she died, I called in on my way from church ; she was 
very low and seemed in much paiii. I said that this was the 
Sabbath-day, but I feared she had no rest' from pain ; but I 
hoped she would soon be enjoying the eternal Sabbath. She 
said in low tones and broken utterance, '^ she thanked God, 
she trusted in the grace of Jesus, she hoped soon to go to 
heaven/' When I looked in the Tuesday after, she was un- 
conscious, and the next day her grandson came up to me 
with the news of her death. 

When I went in a few hours afterwards, she was lying on 
her bed, dressed, according to custom, in all her best clothes, 
a great many, one over another, so that the apparently stout 
figure contrasted strangely with the thin worn face of the 
dead. Her hair was dressed carefully in the usual style; a 
new pair of shoes was on her tiny feet, and a fan in her hand. 
Earrings, bracelets, hair ornaments, all being also about her 
person, as usual. All these matters are invariably attended 
to with great care. A white cloth was thrown over the body, 
already covered with her own counterpane, and a broad strip 
of red cloth placed down the middle of the white. Her two 
daughters were sitting on a mat on the floor by the bedside; 
one who had been the most attentive nurse, apparently in real 
distress. There was not at that time any of the accustomed 
noisy, artificial mourning. When I returned the next morn- 
ing, they were both on the same spot, where they had 
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doabtless been all throagh the night; the menfolk and chil- 
dren sitting around, all keeping watch over the body through 
the night, when no one is supposed to sleep, but a crying and 
mourning kept up at intervals by one and another. The 
mourners had all white (not black) cloths tied round their 
heads and waists, a little grandson being apparently vastly 
pleased tod amused with his unusual dress. 

At a heathen funeral there would have been a great deal 
more noise ; the crying would have been continual, accom- 
panied by a shrill unmusical sort of music ; incense sticks 
would have been lighted and burnt in front of the body, the 
relatives all thus kneeling and worshipping the spirit of the 
departed. One of the chief mourners would have gone with 
crying and music to some pond or spring of water to '* buy 
water^' to wash (in reaKty merely to sprinkle) the body. Or- 
dinary water ready in the house never does for this purpose ; 
it must be fetched from a distance by a near relative, and a 
few cash thrown injbo the font or spring to purchase it. Here, 
however, there was nothing of this, and when I went in, the 
relations, and other people in the house were sitting down 
pretty quietly. There was plenty of talk, of course, and the 
husband and sons were busying about, seeking after the work- 
men outside. A scaffolding is erected outside the house on 
these occasions, and the window-frame removed, so that the 
body may be carried out from the window. This may be 
partly because the staircases are so narrow, and the coffins so 
heavy and bulky, that it would be in some cases impossible to 
carry them down in the usual way ; but it is also considered 
unlucky, and other residents in the house who use the stair- 
case, and by whose doors the corps might have to pass, would 
think themselves ill-treated, and rendered liable to all sorts 
of misfortunes. 

When thescaffolding was completed, the coffin was brought 
up; and then commenced a sceneof noise and confusion which 
contrasted very much with the hush of a funeral at home. 
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As soon as it appeared^ the two daughters left their place by 
the bedside^ and kneeling down in the middle of the floor 
where it was to be placed, began crying, and howling — for it 
was more howling than singing — a sort of dirge, the chief 
burthen of which seemed to be something about '^ my mother 
leaving me, and lying out of sight under the ground/' I 
thought how much better the sound of a Christian hymn 
Would have been, with some promise of resurrection and 
another life. This was accompanied by a vast amount of 
altercation among the bearers of the coffin (these are always 
a very low class of men) and the sound of music outside the 
window. I fancied a Christian funeral would have dispensed 
with the latter accompaniment, but it appears that is merely 
regarded as custom, not as anything pertaining to heathen- 
ism. They say it bears the appearance of neglect if a body 
is allowed to leave the house and go to the grave in perfect 
quiet J so the music is for corn/pomy, I suppose I After the 
bearers had wrangled to their satisfaction about the place of 
the coffin, the disposal of the counterpane, and the amount 
of cloths and shavings to complete their arrangements, they 
proceeded with no gentle hands to take^the body from the 
bed and place it in its narrow home; this of course being ac- 
companied with a fresh burst of crying and lamenting from 
the kneeling daughters. They then cut a piece of white cloth, 
withholesfor eyes, nose,alid mouth, and placed it overthe face* 
I don^t know exactly the idea of this, but it certainly had a 
ludicrous appearance, reminding me of the masks for the fifth 
of November. They then wanted to dose up and carry it off 
immediately ; but the husband stepped forward,' saying, " Not 
quite so quickly .''' At this they began to grumble, but he 
said, " You can go and sit down, I will cover it over myself ;" 
and with a gentleness which to me formed the sole pleasant 
feature in the scene, he tenderly, as it were, re-arranged the 
coverlid, passed his hands over the face, felt the feet and 
hands (Chinese who are not Christians, even relations, will 
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never touch the body, all is left to the hired men), aaid after 
lingering about it as if it loth to take the last look, himself 
gently and reverently covered from sight the figure of his de- 
parted wife. Then was the time arranged for the reading of the 
service, but our native minister had not yet arrived ; and when 
the bearers saw they were to have another delay, they became 
angry and almost violent. They insisted upon going off di- 
rectly, and when they were repeatedly told that this was a 
Christian funeral, and they were going to worship God first, 
this did not seem to mend matters. There was a most un- 
seemly altercation ; then my presence was referred to as the 
excuse, that they must do what was pleasing to the foreign- 
ers, as they were Christians; and then at last extra payment 
was promised to them for the delay. After a deal of haggling 
as to its amount, the men appeared satisfied, took out their 
pipes, sat down to smoke and pass their remarks as to the 
habits of these Christians, mingled with no flattering com- 
ments upon the reverend gentleman who was keeping them 
waiting. It was all very unnecessary, for it is very likely 
they would have been kept twice as long for all the ceremo- 
nies at a heathen funeral. At last we heard them say, '' Hero 
he is, — ^that is the SinShang that preaches at the church down 
there.'^ 

It had been previously the custom to read at the hou%e of 
the deceased the portion of the burial service usually read in 
the chapel at a funeral, and this custom was followed on the 
present occasion. On his entrance, the minister was preseur 
ted, not with a black hatband, but one of the white cloths 
similar to what the rest of the people were wearing. He, how- 
ever only held it in his hand, and carried it in his hand to the 
burial-ground. I WjEts pleased to see that all the assembled 
company, including the two bearers who had been so noisy, 
behaved with the greatest quietude and decorum ; and cer- 
tainly the former noise and confusion contrasted deeply with 
the breathings as it were firom another world which seemed 
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to come over us as we listened to that long but beautiful 
passage about the resurrection, slowly and impressively read 
as it was. At its conclusion followed a short but appropriate 
prayer ; and shortly afterwards there was again something of 
the former noise as coBEin and mourners passed out of the 
house to wend their way, not slowly or quietly, as with us, to 
the little spot of ground on the hill-side set apart as the burial 
ground of the native Christians, where (after the grave was 
dug) would be read the concluding part of the service, and 
the body of '^this our sister^' would be committed to its last 
earthly resting-place, in hope of the resurrection to eternal 
Ufe. 

M. J. O. 



Letteb from Miss Nobbis, Ahebican Mission. 

The advice of the missionaries assembled at Bangoon was 
that I should by all means go to Tavoy, where they were 
suffering for want of a school, and where buildings were lying 
vacant, and everything necessary for carrying on a school was 
already provided ; that from thence Siam could be reached 
by two or three days^ journey, and any Karens from there who 
wished to study could easily come to Tavoy. 

I returned after convention, with Mr. Band and his sister 
to Maulmain, where I have been waiting for the steamer to 
Tavoy. Mr. Band will go down with me and arrange every- 
thing necessary, attending the association there before his 
return to his work in Maulmain. 

IJpropose spending the dry season visiting, with a company 
of Karens, the nearer Karen villages in Siam, inducing all I 
can to come in to the rainy season school in Tavoy. Dr. 
Kennedy has given me one of the professors in the K!aren 
Theological Seminary to be head teacher, and look after the 
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general interests of the mission. He is an able man^ and I 
hope will do a good work among the Tavoy Chnrches. 

While I have been waiting for the steamer (there is but 
one a month). Miss Band and I, with onr girls, went ont to 
Don Yan, a Pwo Karen village near Manlmain j we spent two 
Sabbaths there, and had an interesting visit, the heathen 
coming to hear in great numbers ; had the pleasure of seeing 
twelve baptized before our return, — rich fruits of our visit ; 
however, seed needs to be sown many days before the har- 
vesting out here. 

One incident, whiph may interest you, shows how little 
we can tell the value of apparently feeble eflFort. We had 
been out visiting among the heathen houses, and were on 
our way home, when we saw a great company gathered together 
atound a house where a boy had died the day before. He 
had climbed a tree for fruit, and falling down had died in a 
few hours. His father was in jail for robbery, and he was 
his mother^s dependence. The native pastor rather drew back, 
saying if we attempted to preach to them they would say we 
were interfering with their heathen rites, and he feared they 
would be very angry. But I could not pass them by, so I 
asked to see the boy's mother. I found her at the head of 
the corpse, with swollen face and eyes, lamenting over her 
dead. To my surprise a Pwo Karen Bible was lying at the 
boy's head. This encouraged me to talk with her. It seems 
her boy had learned to read, and had obtained a Bible in town. 
After a while I asked the native pastor to read part of the 
1 1th John, the crowd listening attentively. He spoke to them 
of ^^ the resurrection and the life ; '' when, strange to say, she 
told the crowd she wanted to give her boy Christian burial, 
and not bum his body; that he used to read the Bible, and 
she wanted to have the Christian minister, and not the 
heathen priest, to oflBciate. The people, instead of being 
angry, said, '^ He is your son, do as you please.'' So a few 
hours after we set out for the grave, near where the Christian 
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dead repose. A large company gathered, and we sang Ckris- 
tian hymns while they dug the sandy grave ; then had an im- 
pressive burial service. 

His mother spent most of her time in the chapel with us 
after that, until we went away. We taught her the publican's 
prayer, and left her to the teaching of the Holy Spirit, and 
what aid the Christians there can give.'' 



Crabanrom 

By Mbs. Lee. 

Upon Mr. and Mrs. Baylis leaving Neyoor for England, in 
March, 18 72, the girls' boarding-school cameunder my charge. 
As the whole of the first class had been dismissed by Mrs. 
Baylis when the girls went hgme for their vacation, on ac- 
count of their being old enough to leave the school, there were 
only twenty-four girls when the school was reopened on the 
first of May. We have since takenin three new ones, so that 
we have now twenty-seven boarders and four day-scholars. 
The girls have been taught this year by the same teachers as 
last year, and by attention and diligence they have made fair 
progress. The first class come to the bungalow every after- 
temoon at two o'clock, for three hours, to learn embroidery, 
and during the year they have got on nicely. The second 
class and part of the third class come also every afternoon, to 
be taught plain sewing, etc., and they too have much im- 
proved. At the two services which are held every Sunday in 
the chapel, the elder girls take copious notes of the sermons, 
and come to the bungalow in the afternoon to be examined 
on one of them. The Saturday afternoon prayer-meetings 
have been kept on as nsual, I am glad to say that there has 
been very little sickness amongst the girls during this year. 
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We find the funds of the school have been jast sufficient to 
enable us to carry on the work ; bat as we should like to in- 
crease the number of boarders, and as we have been obliged 
to refuse several girls who have asked for admission into the 
school^ on account of our limited funds^ we ask those kind 
friends who help us in this work by their contributions, to try 
to interest others also in becoming subscribers. We trust 
that all will aid us too by earnest prayer, that God would bless 
the instructions here given to the spiritual and eternal wel- 
fare of all those who are educated in this school. 



By the Rev. J. Alloock, Ceylon. 

The following is a brief account of the girl Anagihami, which 
means, in Singhalese, the Precious Girl. I had the privilege of 
baptizing her on Thursday, the 19th of December, at Dodan- 
duwa. Some accounts of the persecutions which she endured 
liave been given in former reports. I give a translation of a 
Singhalese account of her life and trials by a catechist. 
'^ This girl is the second daughter of Don Dines de Silva, and 
sometimes called Mr. Dines the devoted, who is a very re- 
Kgious Buddhist, and the richest man in Dodanduwa. She 
is now sixteen years of age. David Arachie who renounced 
Buddhism and embraced Christianity about ten years ago, is 
her uncle on the father's side. After a little time the whole 
of his family renounced Buddhism and embraced Christ, and 
they are now bright example^ to the people in this village, and 
like alight on top of a rock to all Christians in Ceylon. 
Another uncle is one of the most noted Buddhist priests in the 
South Ceylon, both for his active endeavours to propagate 
Buddhism and to destroy Christianity. By his adherents he 
is considered to be one of the most praiseworthy, learned, and 
pious priests in the island. Anagihami's mother, grand^ 
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motiher^ brothers and sisters^ near relatives and friends^ are^ 
according to my opinion, sajs the catechist, the most zeal- 
ous adherents of Buddhism|in Ceylon. Anagihami's grand- 
mother was the matron who, according to the native^notions, 
grossly insulted the first catechist who went to Dodandawa, 
by shaking him with an ilapata, or native broom. In this 
country it is regarded as the greatest insult, especially when 
done by one of a lower caste. It is more than spitting on the 

From her infalicy Anagihami was not only a pious Budd- 
hist and much opposed to Christianity, but she frequently 
wept because she was afraid that her beloved uncle, aunt, and 
cousins, would go to hell in consequence of their renunciation 
of Buddhism and reception of Christianity, and she frequently 
laboured to win them back to Buddhism. The Buddhist de- 
voted parents and her uncle Peyaratna Priest, sent her to a 
Christian school to learn to read and sew, but they were con- 
fident that she would never become a Christian. They al- 
lowed her to go to her Christian uncle's* house. After the 
lapse of a little time, by the aid of the Holy Ghost, the exam- 
ple and teaching of Christians strongly impressed her heart, 
and contrary to the expectation of all her heathen relatives, 
she soon became a child of God and a member of Christ. By 
degrees her &ith was mamfested by works, and at last she 
refused to visit the temple and perform any other act of 
idolatry, and endeavoured to live as a Christian child. There- 
fore, the last four years she endured stripes and reproach 
from her relatives, but especially from her parents. The Bible 
andallher Christian books were burned. They forced her to go 
to the temple and worship the images and priests, the image 
custodians. They did not allow her to sea or speak with 
Christian teachers. Although they so troubled her for four 
years, and made every effort to destroy her faith, yet the Lord, 
who makes all things to work for the good of all who believe 
in Him, caused aU those things to increase her faith. Last 
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December ate came witli lier grandmother to lier uncle's 
house, to see herjaunt who was sick. She was steadfastly re- 
solved, by the help of God, not to leave her uncle's house till 
she had received baptism : and although they steadfastly 
afiSnned that they would deprive her of 150 pounds as her 
dowry at her marriage, and she fiilly believed they meant 
what they said, she firmly resolved to forsake aU for Christ ; 
and on the 19th of 'December was baptized by the Eev. J. 
AUcock, and her Christian uncle, aunt, and cousins became 
her sponsors. After her baptism, her parents were filled with 
sadness and amazement ; and although they forsook her for a 
short time, yet afterwards her bigoted father brought her 
home by force, and is now trying to win her back not by 
frowns but by smiles. Their policy now is to show the truli 
of Buddhism and falsehood of Christianity. But we surely 
believe that God will be with her to the end and keep her in 
the faith. I have not seen such faith in Ceylon. People who 
witnessed the baptism were amazed. The school was sur- 
rounded by Buddhists, and it must, I am sure, be a strong 
proof to them of the power of Christianity. The girPs be- 
haviour during baptism gave all theappearances of great deter- 
mination and earnestness. May all people who read this 
thank God for her good example and pray for her continual 
steadfastness !'*. 



Cralrt in ^labe 6irfe m Jnlrta^ 

Now that the fever for the suppression of the slave trade is 
strong amongst those in authority over us, it may not be in- 
opportune to call attention to a regular system of slavery which 
is alleged by a correspondent of the Dacco Prohash to be in 
existence near Sylhet, The letter says that, *^ in spite of the 
law prohibiting the sale and purchase of female slaves, the 
practice has been kept up with so much secrecy that it is not 
possible for Government to detect the culprits. Sometimes a 
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polygamisfc delivers one of his wives to a rich man to work for 
life as his slave : at another time a debtor^ to satisfy » decree 
obtained against him^ surrenders a daughter (who may be a 
young woman or a little girl), or his sister, to the creditor for 
a short time, which arrangement, however, continues in force 
like the Permanent Settlement Act. Sometimes it happens 
that a vicious woman, to preserve her standing in society, 
makes a present of her daughter to the powerful head- 
man of the community ; at other times men of property send 
messengers to poor men greedy of money, and bring their 
daughters under their influence by offering them a small sum, 
and promising to marry them. The purchase and sale of 
slaves in the ordinary way has not altogether disappeared. 
T^e children of former slaves are still working in the houses 
of their masters in the same capacity. There are those, too, 
who have, in a manner, made the marriage of slave girls a 
sort of trade. They marry as many as five, ten, and fifteen 
girls each. K a respectable man happen to have a slave-girl 
in his house, he brings a slave-boy and gives her in marriage 
to him, but she has but little of his society after the cere- 
mony is over. The practice of employing maid servants does 
not obtain in this place, and men who are looked upon as re- 
spectable, in order to maintain their position, must keep at 
least one female slave.'^'— OaZ(?i^^to Englishman, 



iMort Wittimd. 

The Madras Athenoeum says that '^The Jugganath festival in 
Hooghly closed on the Saturday before last with more mur- 
derous results than ever. At Goopto, in the interior, twenty 
people fell while the car was being dragged, eight were run 
over, five were killed on the spot, and three were wounded, 
of whom one has died. The six victims are women/' 



d by Google 



Crue fe tt)t ^apms^ 

By Miss M. L. Whately, Cairo. 

About five years ago, or more, some English visitors who 
were travelling in Egypt called, at my school, and having 
looked at the scholars and seen their needlework, etc., one of 
them expressed a special interest in the youngest class ; and I 
told her what was taught to these small creatures, and how, 
besides their alphabet and a short and simple set of questions 
and answers, they were made to learn by heart a few tolerably 
easy texts of Scripture, which I endeavoured myself to make 
them understand as far as possible, for their teacher thoilght 

VOL. XVI. M 
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them too young to comprehend texts. At the lady^s desire, I 
called one of the little girls, about five or six years old, and 
told her to repeat the text she had been learning, and then I 
interpreted it to the . strangers. She was a sharp-looking 
thin child, with a ragged frock, and a rather sickly appear- 
ance, but full of life and intelligence. Her text was '^ This is 
a true saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners.'^ ^^ I taught this child 
those words,'^ I said to my visitors, ^^ because her name is Sa- 
deeka, which.in Arabic means truey and the text in their version 
begins with the word, ^ True is the saying,^ which is even 
more forcible than our translation. I thought this feet of its 
beginning with her own name, would impress the text and its 
. blessed meaning, on the child^s memory. I have reason to 
hope that it was so, as you shall see in her his'tory; yet 
there were great hindrances ; Satan seemed to fight for that 
poor child. Her mother was very ignorant and stupid, and 
on the least pretence took her daughter away from school 
again and again ^ and she was only brought back by visits 
on my part and much talk and persuasion. Once she had a 
severe illness,^and was near death. Her father was a mason 
in good work, and not very poor, but, like most Moslems, 
never applied to a doctor; and her mother brought some old 
woman, who could do no good, for she did not prescribe 
cleanliness or comfort ; and I found the poor child lying in a 
deplorable state of dirt, with her head in a heap of mud in the ' 
court, with fowls hopping over her, women screaming in her 
ears, and everything most unfit for one in low fever of a severe 
type. With great coaxing I got the mother to allow me to 
give her some simple remedies, and to bring her some cooling 
light food; but I actually had to wash her face with a cup of 
water and my own handkerchief, the woman having no such 
article as a towel or basin ! 

An uncle, a young man who was fond of the little girl, told 
me that she was always telling them stories and things she 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Female Missionary Intelligencer. 163 

read at school, and seemed to think her very clever for recol- 
lecting them, and not to be displeased that they w^re from the 
Christianas Book ; but the mother shrugged her shoulders 
and looked sulky. However, Sadeeka recovered, and returned 
to her class, and for a while went on nicely, making rapid pro- 
gress in reading; but in about six months she was taken away 
for the third or fourth time, and I went to see the reason. The 
mother now received me quite rudely, which is not common 
for an Oriental under any circumstances, and bluntly told me 
she did not want her girl to go any more to me. All my 
arguments seemed lost; she answered sullenly and shortly, and 
after half an hour I was about to leave in despair, when I 
saw the father's head looking out of a window in the upper 
room. I was seated on a dirty mat in the court where the 
woman was washing, and she looked as if she would rather 
have liked to fling the soapsuds at me. I appealed good- 
humouredly and cheerfully to the father, asking why his little 
girl was takbn from those who tried to do her good, and loved 
her. ' What you say is true,' he answered ' you were good 
to her when she was sick ; really she is more yours than ours, 
she ought to go to you !' I then reminded the mother of the 
visits when the child was sick, and she melted at last, and said 
'Well, well, she shall come on Monday, as her father is will- 
ing.' And she did, and stayed, with only one interval, for 
the rest of the time. Once more she was taken away on some 
pretence, but at her own wish was again sent back shortly, 
and was promoted to the first class, among girls older and a 
head taller than her small self, and used to answer in geo- 
graphy and accounts remarkably well, while in Scripture her 
progress was truly a matter of gratitude to God, for not only 
she read and answered well, but we found she frequently 
quoted Scripture at home, and tried, as far as we could learn, 
to act upon it. One day, I was told by a neighbour, she saw 
two boys,a relation and another, fighting, and interposed, tell- 
ing them that God said in BCs word that we should be kind. 
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and not give evil for evQ. Another time she remonstrated 
with soiiie one on the same authority for telling a lie. 

Quite suddenly, while at school one day, Sadeeka was seized 
with cramps, and forced to go home; and hearing she was 
really ill, I went to her house, and found her suflFering with a 
sort of cataleptic fit, becoming quite stiff and unable to move 
the limbs or turn the head j for a time I vainly tried to get 
them to bring medical aid, or to adopt the homely remedy of 
a dose of some strong stimulant and a hot footbath which I 
advised. No, they said, a bad spirit had smitten her, and no- 
thing would cure her, unless charms, I was grieved sorely at 
this j but the poor mother was urged on by the old grandames 
andothers who sat howling round the bed of the poor snfferer, 
and terrifying her by repeating aloud that she was in the power 
of an evil spirit. I entreated her not to believe this, but to 
trust in God and remember that Jesus was stronger than any 
spirit. But it was difficult to get a jnoment^s hearing, she was 
so surrounded ; and in a Moslem crowd it is necessary to be 
cautious. On the third day, the father sent to request me to 
come again and to read and pray with his child j adding 
strangely enough to the teacher, to whom he gave the message, 
^ Perhaps if I had let her be baptized, she would not have been 
as she is.' I went quickly and found the father absent, and 
the same crowd of women round the mat. The mother waa 
sobbing bitterly, and repeating ^ She will die ; my child^ 
my only girl, is going to die,' and shrieking at intervals fear- 
fully. With much to do I got beside the girl, who lay looking 
very ill and weak, but sensible. ' My daughter,' I said Mo 
you know me V She smiled faintly ; then I opened the book 
and said her father wished me to read. ^ What do we want 
of your book ? don't trouble her, she can't hear,' said an old 
woman, roughly. ^ Her father wished it, and she can hear,' 
I said, firmly; and began to read a short portion of the Gospel 
of St. John, and then prayed aloud. The girl's eyes were fixed 
on me, and when I said ^ Tell me, dear Sadeeka, is the Lord 
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with the© ?-* she made an effort, and replied, ^With me,' smil- 
ing at me intelligently and peacefully. There was a peace 
which even the crying and screaming could not take away. 
The teachers visited her when I left, and gave a comforting 
report of her intelligent faith in Christ and peace of mind. 
She died next day, only ten years old, or little more. I felt 
she was gone to learn the full meaning of the ^ true saying.' 
'^The poor mother's grief was almost frantic for a long time; 
but when, months afterwards, she was able to speak without 
violent floods of tears, of her lost darling, she told us how she 
had loved ^ the Book,' and how good she was at home ; how 
unlike the children around her, not using wicked words, nor 
telling lies ; and instead of looking sullen, and being rude to 
me when I last called, the poor woman came to meet me at the 
door, and seizing my hand, kissed it, and wept softly as she 
said ' My child loved you.' She willingly listened for a long 
time while I read to her from the Gospel, and sent her only 
other child (a little boy) who was old enough to learn, to our 
boys' school this summer. May God grant that she too may 
learn this blessed truth, that * Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners.' " 



Cftofera in tftt Cftiwsst 6irfe^ ^rl&ool, Singapore* 

Letter feom IjAdy Oed to Miss Cooke. 

" We have sad tidings for you by this mail. The cholera, 
which has been making slow inroads upon us, yesterday 
reached the school, and between ten and eleven last night 
Jin was taken from us. At six yesterday morning she was 
taken ill; when I went down at eleven o'clock to take the 
girls for their Bible-reading, Dr. Rowell met me on the steps 
to tell me it was a case of decided cholera. I immediately 
returned home to consult the Governor,* who came back 

* Sir Harry Ord. 
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with me to the school^ and made instant preparation for the 
removal of theother girls,and by six o'clock they were all out of 
the house, with the exception of four, who, with the matron, 
were left to help Miss Byan in nursing Jin. I need not tell 
you that everything that human skill could devise was done 
for the poor suflTerer. Dr. Bowell was indefatigable in his 
attention and care. Mr. Birch was most active and kind ; 
but what would have rejoiced your heart was to see the girls 
— calm, quiet, helpful, active, thoughtful. I really never saw 
anything more beautiful than their whole demeanour, and 
their nursing nothing could surpass. But God had willed to 
take her to ffimself. Those who knew most of cholera from 
experience, said from the first she would not be brought 
through it, and before night she was gone, with the name of 
the Lord Jesus upon her lips.'' 



Feom Miss Etan to Miss Cooke. 

" SiNQAPOEE, August 9. 
^^ This letter brings sad news ; death has been in our midst, 
and dear Jin is now with Jesus. She was taken ill on Thurs- 
day morning with cholera, and at ten at night she left us. 
No human aid could save life, or hers surely would have 
been, for all was done that could be done ; but God willed it 
otherwise, and we know He doeth all things well. Her suffer- 
ings were so great that our one thought was to ease her of 
her bodily pain, because we knew that, come life, come death, 
her soul was safe in Jesus' care. Her last words were, '^Lord 
Jesus." 

" This is a sad time, but we are surrounded with mercies. 
Lady Ord, the Governor, Dr. Rowell, Mr. Birch, all most 
kind. Please not to be uneasy about us; we are all in God's 
merciful keeping, I cannot write much, I don't know 
what we would do without the girls — helping so bravely. 
We are surrounded by men white-washing the house. I 
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cannot write about the kindness and sympatliy we have 
received. 

^^ Dear Jin asked me to sing to her. I tried to get through 
' Jesu, lover of my soul/ but it was hard work.^\ 



Abridged from a Letter prom the Calcutta Correspondent 

OF THE "TlMES.^' 

There has been recently printed here, but not published, a 
work worthy of a great Government like that of Bengal, 
'^ Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal/^ by Colonel E. T. Dalton, 
C.S.I., Commissioner of Chutia (Chota), Nagpore. 

Colonel Dalton accepts the dicta of Dr. Caldwell and Dr. 
John Muir on the early races of India as consonant with his 
long and extensive observations. There have been, and are, 
four strata — the Kolarian (Co].es, etc.), who enteredlndia from 
the north-east; the Dravidian (Ghouds, etc.), who advanced 
to the far south from the north-west ; the Scythian, who fol- 
lowed them, and whose tongue united with the Sanskrit, sub- 
sequently to form the Prakrit dialect of North India ; and the 
Aryan invader. Of the last two Colonel Dalton vmtes little, 
because the Aryans, or present Hindoos, are well known. 
But he gives us some curious information as to caste, and the 
pastoral and agricultural classes who form the bridge be- 
tween the Aryan and non- Aryan in Bengal. This work is 
practically divided among the Shan or Tai tribes (Indo- 
Chinese) of Assam ; the Kolariaiis, and the Dravidians of 
the land of forest and hill territory which runs across 
India from the Mahanuddy mouth to the plains of Bombay 
Proper. Nowhere in English literature, at least, is there 
such a mass of legend and charming descriptions of primi- 
tive customs, dances, songs, and beliefs, as Colonel Dalton 
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has here put on record. My object is simply to draw 
attention to the volume which has been distributed to the 
Learned Societies, and this I may best do by selecting the 
rudest of all the tribes, the Juangs, who are at the very 
bottom of the Kolarian race, and, it nlay be asserted, of all 
humanity. 

In the hills south from Cuttack are the two tributary States 
of Keongnur and Dekhanal. Driven up from the fertile val- 
leys to cultivate the steep mountain side, this simple people 
live happily in settlements, each of twenty houses. They are 
not aware of the connection, which their language proves them 
to have, with allied tribes \ but declare that they are the direct 
descendants of the first human beings, though they by no 
means claim to be the fathers of all mankind. They sprang 
from the banks of the Baitumee, which issues from two holes 
in a rock, supposed to be the nostrils of a cow, in latitude 
2P 30' N., longitude 85*^ 37' E. 

The huts of their capital, Gouasika, are the smallest ever 
constructed by human beings. They are low erections, mea- 
suring 6 ft. by 8 ft., with doors that forbid the corpulent to 
crawl in. Even this hole is divided into two parts, one com- 
pared to a dog kennel, for all the family except the boys, who 
have a separate dormitory, and the other a store-room. The 
Juangs raise their crops from the ashes of burnt trees, into 
which the seed of Indian corn, pulse, pumpkins, sweet pota- 
toes, ginger, and red pepper, is thrown to come up as it can. 
They live on wild roots and fruit also, which they find out by 
an animal instinct, and they eat offal, frogs, snakes, bears, 
tigers, monkeys, rats, and mice freely. They are peaceful, 
save when roused by their neighbours, when they use the bow 
and arrow \ but their national weapon is the sling made of 
cord, and stones used as they find them.' The females have 
no clothing, save a girdle of strings of beads, from which 
leaves depend before and behind. Colonel Dalton pronounces 
them good studies for a sculptor. The beads are merely small 
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tubes of burnt earthenware, made by the wearer. They wear 
glass beads and brass ornaments also as necklaces. Their 
dance by torchlight was a weird sight. The men sang as 
they danced, accompanying themselves on brass tambourines. 
The girls circled round them in a solemnly grotesque manner, 
all linked together. The girls were shy, and moved accord- 
ing to the men^s orders, and only the prospect of a distribu- 
tion of beads kept them from disappearing in the dark woods. 
Next day they came to Colonel Dalton's tent and nestled in 
a corner, while he cross-examined the men on their customs 
and beliefs. After sitting for an hour or two, the girls were 
observed to be weeping, '^ great tears dropping from their 
downcast eyes like dew-drops on the green leaves. On my 
tenderly seeking the cause of their distress, I was told that 
the leaves were becoming dry, stiff, and uncomfortable, and 
if they were not allowed to go to the woods for a change, 
they certainly could not dance. It was a bright, dry 
day, and the crisp rustling as they rose to depart, con- 
firmed the statement. When they returned, arrayed in 
fresh leaves, we induced them to give us not only the 
solemn measure of the evening before, but to perform a 
variety of sportive dances, some quite dramatic in effect, 
and it was altogether most interesting. They gave the bear, 
the pigeon, the pig, the tortoise, and the quail dances, and 
thus concluded with the vulture dance. A man lay down to 
represent a dead body. The girls, approaching it, imitated 
the sidling, hopping advance of a bird of prey, and, using 
their hands as beaks, pinched the body till it roared aloud, to 
the amusement of its tormentors. To see the same girls re- 
turn from work in the evening with dishevelled hair, dusty 
bodies, and disordered leaves, carrying fresh material for the 
evening dress, is pronounced as '^ truly like a dream of the 
Stone Age.'-' 

The Juang women tattoo their faces with three strokes 
on the forehead just over the nose, and three on each of th^ 
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temples. They attach no meaning to the marks and are ig- 
norant of their origin; but the strokes are common to other 
Kolarian races. The men are less thaji five feet, and the 
women only four feet eight inches in height. The men walk 
with a slouching gait, appearing to bend under their lot of 
burden-bearing, so different from the larger and upright alhed 
tribes, who use carts and never carry loads. On the other 
hand, the J|iangs are superior to the Coles in their freedom 
from the belief to witchcraft. The Juang dialect has no 
term for God, or heaven, or hell, and so far as is yet known, 
the people have no idea of a future state. When in distress, 
they offer fowls to the sun and to the earth to give them their 
harvests. An old man acts as priest on such occasions, and 
they have no other rites. They recognise marriage. A series 
of all the extracts from this volume, relating to the marriage 
and funeral customs of our non -Aryan fellow-subjects, would 
form a curious collection. When a youth fancies a girl, he 
sends his friends to propose for her, and if she agrees a bas- 
ket of rice in husk is presented to her. His friends then go 
to the bride and her companions and relations, and all '' make 
a night of it,^^ eating and dancing. In the morning the bride- 
groom dismisses the bride^s friends with six measures of rice, 
and the ceremony is completed. The Juang who can afford 
it may take two wives, but none have more than two. The 
Juangs are divided into tribes, andare exogamous. They bum 
their dead with the head to the south, throw the ashes into 
a running stream, and abstain from flesh and salt for three 
days. They erect no monuments, and do not worship ances- 
tors. They swear on earth from an ant-hill and a tiger-skin; 
the ant-hill is sacred. The most touching picture in the whole 
collection is that of two Juang girls, brought in from the forest, 
where they were searching for their daily bread, or wild root 
and fruit, at Gonasika. The photographer had no little diflBi- 
culty in making them 'pose. It was with many a tear that 
they resigned themselves to the ordeal. Their attitude and 
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expression are those of timid deer, alike in the shyness and 
natural grace of tjieir appearance. 

This is but a specimen of what abounds in Colonel Dalton^s 
exquisite quarto. I have no space to tell of what has been 
and is being done for the simple, truthful, honest aborigines 
of India, alike by the indirect efforts of our Government and 
the direct influence of our missionaries. No one has a better 
right than Colonel Dalton to enlarge on this subject, for in 
both respects he has, in his long career, been a great civilizer. 
Of the Ilos, who have been thirty-seven years under our rule, 
he tell us that" " while they still retain those traits which fa- 
vourably distinguish the aborigines of India from Asiatics of 
higher civilization, — a manner free from servility, but never 
rude ; a love, or at least the practice, of truth ; a feeling of 
self-respect, rendering them keenly sensitive under rebuke, — 
they have become less suspicious, less revengeful, less blood- 
thirsty, less contumacious/' As to the effect of Christianity, 
"in Singhboom the rising generation show a disposition to 
abandon sottish and Hcentious habits, and it is satisfactory to 
know that they can be entirely weaned from them. About 
7,000 Moondas have now embraced Christianity, and recently 
the movement has extended to the Ilos of Singhboom. . . . 
All those who have embraced our religion have entirely with- 
drawn from participation in the wild revelry of their pagan 
brethren. Their pastors have made this a test of their sin- 
cerity, and no doubt it is a very severe one. The women must 
lay aside all their trinkets, and should not be seen even as 
spectators at dances. The last condition is hard, and is, 
I know, frequently evaded ; but the first is readily acquiesced 
in, and native female converts look with astonishment at the 
jewellery displayed on the persons of European ladies, even in 
church, and, wondering, ask, ^Have they been baptized ?''' 
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jTemale €liuratton m Ceplom 

Colombo. — The two (Singhalese) girls^ schools in operation 
at the beginning of the year have increased in number, and 
a new school has been opened during the year, so that we 
have now 115 girls under instruction in the three schools. 
I hope during the present year to present two of the schools 
to the Government for examination for Grants-in-aid. — ^i^. 
JE?. T. Higgens. 

They, the native Christians, have many difficulties of which 
English Christians at home know but little, but many do 
rise above their difficulties and evil surroundings ; and there 
are not wanting instances where, as they have opportunity, 
they testify to others of the gospel of the grace of God. 
Tor example, a Christian woman stood at the open door of 
a house where a heathen man was dying. Be seemed to be 
in great fear, and his friends, having no better comfort to 
oflter, were vainly endeavouring to calm his mind by telling^ 
him how carefully they would perform his funeral ceremonies. 
The woman, who said she felt greatly agitated, and thought 
that if she did not tell the dying man of Jesus she would 
have to account to God for her neglect, stepped forward and 
asked, *^ Do you believe that there is a God, the Creator of 
the world,^' ^^ Yes," he replied. '^ Do you feel that you are 
a sinner?'' '^Yes.'' Then she told him how Christ the 
Saviour of the world died for such as he, and that if he 
trusted in Christ he would be saved^ and need not fear death. 
He looked steadfastly in her face, but did not speak, and in 
a few minutes he was dead. — Rev. David Wood. 

The Tamil girls' boarding-school is carried on as usual. 
The number on the school list is now seventeen. The girls 
have made good progress in their studies, both English .and 
Tamil, and some of the older girls exercise a salutary in- 
fluence over the younger ones, conducting prayer-meetings 
with them, and in various ways trying to lead them to do 
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what is right. I fuUy believe that several of them really 
love their Saviour, arid try to walk in His ways. We may 
hope that such girls will exercise a powerful influence for 
good upon others aftfer they have left the school. — Ibid. 

BADDJsaAMA DiSTEiCT. — The catechist^s wife, Eachael, 
daughter of Rev. A. Gunasekara, is a real helper to him. 
Mapalagama is noted for cattle-stealers, and I am afraid the 
moral condition of the women is very low. Perhaps there 
never was a girls' school there before. Eachael has suc- 
ceeded in gathering together more than thirty girls, some of 
them sixteen years old. I believe she has succeeded in im- 
pressing strongly the truth upon their minds. The youthful 
mind is much more impressible and hopeful than the dark 
minds of those who have grown old in sin, and sometimes 
past feeling. 

At Telwatta, this year a girls' school has been opened, 
and nearly forty girls attend. . . . The mistress is 
David Aratchie's daughter. I am expecting much fruit from 
our present arrangement at Telwatta, though the mistress 
said the other day, in a spirit of sadness, that she could not 
discern the working of the Spirit in any of the girls up to 
this time. At present the whole village is almost entirely 
given over to sin and idolatry. 

Bentota has always had a bad name, but I believe things 
here are mending a little. There are more candidates for 
baptism. Nearly .seventy girls attend the school. Surely 
the teaching and pious Christian life of a Christian mistress 
must make a deep and strong impression, upon the hearts of 
many of the girls. 

About a year ago four little girls, whose parents were 
heathens^ came to special service at Baddegama church. 
The one great aim of the addresses, invitations, and prayers> 
was to teach dead sinners of all ages. These four little girls 
came forward as seekers, and the name of one was Hetroyda. 
For the past year these little girls have met together for 
reading the Scripture and prayer, although their parents. 
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being heathens, have tried to discourage them. On the way 
home after the meeting, at which they came forward as 
seekers, one of their young friends reminded them that their 
heathen parents would most likely punish them severely for 
becoming Christians. '' Well/^ said one of them, ^' if they 
kill me it will be gain, for Jesus will take me.'* Many of 
the little children in school are wiser than their heathen 
parents. I feel sure that a real spiritual work often begins 
in the hearts of many young children. — ^Bev. /. Alleock. 

NELLORE.-r-The girls' boarding school is getting on very 
well under the superintendence of Mrs. Good. The children 
are happy and contented. They are very active in their 
work, giving satisfaction to their instructors; although. pains 
are taken to impart sound secular instruction in ^11 our schools, 
yet the chief design is to teach the truths of the gospel and 
bring the pupils under Christian influences. — Bev,P, Handy. 

Chttndioully. — ^During an itinerant visit to Patchelapaly, 
we had several hundreds of people, both in the estates and 
in the villages. Although here and there we met some sons 
of Belial who opposed us, the people in general were very 
favourably disposed towards us, and evinced much interest 
in our preaching. Several Scripture portions and many of 
the Tract Society's publications were sold. At Oodutorrei, 
a woman who heard us preach came to us with a quantity of 
thread and requested us to give in return a copy of the book 
out of which we were then reading. At Vettelaycany an- 
other woman offered to pay for a copy of Jesus' gospel with 
two leaves of tobacco. At Taunton estate, at Patchelapaly, 
a cooly woman, who had no money with her, begged her 
employer to pay a penny in advance out of her hire for the 
day, and bought a Scripture portion with it. These instances 
of interest exhibited by these ignorant people were a source 
of much encouragement to us, and we returned home with 
fresh illustrations of the truth that the word of God is quick 
and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword. — Bev. 
E. Eoole. — Oeylon Church Missionary Record. 
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The Indian Mirror of the lOtt ult., the organ of Keshub 
Chunder Sen and his Church, contains an article which 
would be rather remarkable had it appeared in any English 
or American paper. It is doubly so as coming from an 
Eastern writer, and referring to Eastern women. The writer 
Bays : — 

" If we are asked why we advocate female liberty, we 
must answer that our ideal of the kingdom of Heaven is 
not only a brotherhood but a sisterhood also ; a family of 
Sod's children dwelling in peace and purity. To realize this 
ideal is the aim of human life. . . . The education of 
woman is thus a clear necessity. Nor is it a case of charity. 
They err who think that the Indian woman solicits a favour 
at our hands. No. She demands what is her due; and we 
are bound to give it. It is a duty we owe to society and to 
Grodj that we should recognise and secure woman's rightful 
position in the Divine family. . . . There is no peculiar 
merit in giving to our women that to which they are entitled, 
—namely, knowledge and freedom ; but to deny them their 
just rights would be a culpable dereliction. Such, according 
to Brahmoism, is the right motive for the liberation of 
woman. What is the measure of such liberation ? In reply, 
we simply urge the equality of the sexes. While admitting 
all their differences, we thoroughly beHeve in the equality of 
the sexes, and the highest unity of their mission. Each is 
superior in certain respects, but, all things taken together, 
they stand on a level of equality. Absolute superiority or 
inferiority cannot be predicated of men or of women. In 
God's family men and women recognise a perfect equality of 
rights, and treat each other with equal respect.'^ 

It is not only theoretically that the Brahmos of Bengal 
are thus advocating the education and elevation of women. 
They are taking urgent measures to secure both ends among 
thoBo connected with them, — Echo. 
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" I AM happy to announce that I find marks of improvement in the 
general aspect of the city. The new church, which was in course of 
erection during my last visit, has heen finished for some time, and, 
with its general structure rising high above the houses of the city, 
and its turrets crowned almost to superfluity with the symbolic cross, 
distinctly indicates the greater equality of rights conceded of late 
years to the Christians in this distant province of the empire. Several 
elegant and substantial stone houses have also been erected by pri- 
vate parties, almost all Christians. But more important by far is the 
progress made in education, and especially in the provision for female 
education. One of the first buildings that attract attention on enter- 
ing the city is a comfortable-looking two-storied house. This is the 
school-house, erected with funds from England, collected by the 
Misses Irby and Mackenzie (the latter now the Baroness D'Everton), 
so well-known for their devoted and enlightened zeal for the social 
and spiritual welfare of the Sclavonip races of this country. The in- 
stitution was put at first under the direction of deaconesses from 
Kaisersworth. This arraHg^metit, however, it was found impracti- 
cable to continue ; and the committee are already aware that on the 
withdrawal of the deaconesses, Mrs. Tabory, the wife of the Society's 
Depositary, was invited to become the matron of the institution. It 
is highly gratifying to learn that in this capacity she has won the 
confidence and esteem of Miss Irby, who has herself taught the pupils 
for about a year past ; and that the respect with which Mr. and Mrs. 
Tabory are regarded by all classes in this city has contributed not a 
little to the present success of this benevolent effort. It is as yet but in 
its commencement ; but I cannot doubt that the blessing from on high 
will be richly bestowed on this effort to communicate a pure Scriptural 
and thorough general education to the neglected females of Bosnia. 
" I cannot refrain from recommending to the hearty support of all 
friends of Scriptural Female Education the Seminary and Orphanage 
under the care of Miss Irby. I can testify that it is conducted on 
sound principles, and I must sorrowfully add that, while its resources 
are low, there is not a province in Europe where its efforts are more 
loudly called for, or in which one's sympathies are more powerfully 
awakened in behalf of woman, bearing her full share of the social and 

Solitical domination exercised over the Christians by the lordly 
[oslems, and degraded even lower still by the menial servitude to 
which she is doomed by her own father, husband, and brothers. Let 
us hope that a better day is dawning upon Bosnia; and certainly few 
things seem more likely to usher in that day than the circulation of 
the Holy Scriptures and the promotion of the Scriptural education 
of both sexes. This object would be still more efficiently accom- 
plished could the institution I refer to be famished with teachers of 
such experience and efficiency, as well as devoted piety, as would 
enable them to send forth pupils fitted to become in turn the zealous 
and successful teachers of their sisters. One cannot see them without 
hearing, as it were, a renetition of the Macedonian cry. Come over 
to Bosnia and help us ! — Letteff from Bev, B, Thomson. — Abridged 
from the Bible 8ociety*3 Monthly Reporter, 
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The Kaffirs of Southern Africa are a bold, independent,, and 
warlike people, never having been enslaved or oppressed like 
the poor Hottentots. They live in diflTerent tribes under the 
government of separate chiefs, and are known as the Ama- 
kossas, Amampondas, Amazulus, etc. The Bechuanas, Da- 
maras, and other tribes speaking diflterent languages, are 
probably of Kaffir origin. *^They have,^' says the Eev. 
William Moister, '^ properly speaking, no religious system 
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of their own, and consequently no forms of worship, except 
in some instances, when a vague and indefinite homage is 
paid to the memory of departed chiefs and heroes, whose 
spirits they think still live/' — Missionary News, 



an afternoon in jTotorftoto, Cftina* 

By Mes. E. E. Baldwin. 

Aftbe dinner, last Thursday, some Chinese women called 
^'to salute me and see the house''; these are always their 
objects in coming. They examined everything — carpets, 
pictures, chairs, tables, etc., and finally, myself. 

Everything was wonderful to them. They thought I must 
be very Jcwai (happy) . I said, '^ Yes, I am happy. But we 
must not depend upon such things as these for happiness. 
A carpeted floor, glass windows, etc., would not give you 
any lasting peace. Ming Tcmg (to-morrow, an indefinite 
time for the future), I must die; and then of what benefit 
these pictures, this carpet, piano, to me?" An old woman, 
leaning on her cane, — ^she had the bound, or ^'heavenly 
feet," — nodded her head sadly, and replied, '^ True, true ; to- 
morrow we must die ; and what then ? " The question lingered 
with me : What then ? How dark it all looked to her. I 
told her there was but one thing to be anxious about, and 
that was, to be ready to die. She asked, '' What can we know 
of what happens to us after death ? " I told her of Christ, — but 
oh, how hard it is to give one, grown old in heathenism, 
the remotest idea of one God and a Saviour Christ. After 
the women had gone, we were preparing to go out on the 
hill, when I heard screams from the cook^s room. I went 
to see what the matter was, and found there a little girl, four 
or five years old, screaming and dancing around in the 
greatest distress, and the cook was trying to soothe her, but 
in vain. He said that his mother-in-law had just bought her 
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for twenty-six dollars, and that her brother had brought her 
here and had just gone^ and she was disconsolate at being 
left with strangers. Poor little thing, how sorry we felt for 
her ! I said, " What is she doing here ? I wonH have any 
bought child brought here/' Ingo answered, '^ You know 
my mother-in-law has lost all her children but my wife. So 
she has taken a boy, and now she wants a girl. Thia child's 
parents are very poor, and they are glad to sell her. She is 
to be taken away to my mother's at once." I doubt not 
that in many respects the child will be better off for this 
change ; but I hate this buying and selling of human beings, 
though it is respectable here compared with what it was in 
our enlightened country. Here a man is bound to see that 
his slave girl is married at a proper age, and from that time 
she and hers are free, — ^free as he that bought her, excepting 
insomuch as she is slave to her husband. But there 
are terrible sins associated with slavery here as everywhere. 
The master may use her according to his whims, and woe 
be to the child who resists. 

This little waif was a nice-looking child. We tried to 

cheer her up. C gave her a little wagon, which pleased 

her much, and we left her in a happier state. Our ride on 
the hiU was not without its incident. C rode on his 

velocipede; he goes very fast, and manages it with great 
ease. It is a constant wonder to the Chinese. They nod 
their tailed heads, and exclaim, ^^ Wonderful ! we have no- 
thing like it in the Middle Kingdom 1 " 

Coming home over the hill, we saw a crowd around a 
grave, and one of them having an umbrella up. It was a 
beautiful evening, but we knew from the open umbrella and 
other signs that the important ceremony of removing a body 
to another place was going on, so we went near to see the 
performance. A number ofthe relatives were gathered around 
the open grave. A man standing in the grave was taking up 
the bones and spreading them out on a mat by the side of 
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the grave. A basket containing burning incense and offer- 
ings was at hand. A boy held the umbrella over the bones 
to prevent heaven seeing them, as they are regarded as un- 
clean thus separated from each other, and so unfit for 
heaven to look upon 1 A man wrapped each bone separately 
in a piece of paper, and put them in an earthen jar prepara- 
tory to removing them to another grave. The man had 
been dead nineteen years, and they were removing him 
because the liung chui (wind and water, or luck), the 
Chinaman's terror, was bad, or had been spoiled in this 
place, so that the spirit could not -rest easy. How worse 
than vain all this seems to us, but how all-important to the 
Chinese : 'tis hung chui that rules him. Hung chui stands 
in the way of railroads, telegraphs, mining, the building 
of churches with bells or steeples; in short, hung chui 
is the block that stops the wheels or blocks the way to every 
improvement. Kill the people's faith in hung chui, and not 
even the hatred of the officials and literati could long pre- 
vent modern civilization entering China. — Heathen Woman^s 
Friend. 



Ct&tngd from iSurmalb^ 

Lettbb from Mbs. Imoalls. 
Ybsteeday seven more Burmans came into our fold, and we 
trust their names are written in the Lamb's Book of life. 
I write to tell you this, because the wives of three of these 
men are also converted. Two girls, who have been aided from 
your Society's funds, paid them a visit, and it was a blessing to 
them. They are weak and timid, and so shy before me that I 
could not get any answers to my questions ; but these sisters 
mingled with them at their cooking-pots, etc., and at the 
wells, and their confidence was gained, so they had pleasant 
conversations, and now the news comes that they have 
''found the Christ." These are the first Christians in that 
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vicinity, and it brings joy to us, as well as to the husbands. I 
have given aid to a Burman girl, who has had a small school 
of fifteen girls, at a place where no female has ever learned 
to read. The rain is so heavy that the pupils cannot attend 
now; but we hear that this good start has done so much for 
them, that they study in their own homes, and some of them 
are taught by their fathers. Before they went to this school, 
the fathers said they could not learn ; but when they found 
that they had learned some things which they did not know, 
they said they would teach them writing if they would per- 
severe. One is the daughter of the head man. She learned 
to sing, and we hear singing in that heathen home. This 
same teacher is now an assistant in another school, where she 
has charge of twenty girls. They study the Scriptures, arith- 
metic, geography, reading and writing, plain sewing, and 
needle-work. One of them was baptized last month. This 
teacher was educated from your funds some years ago. This 
is her life now^ but in a few months she will take another 
position and become the wife of a preacher. He has just 
3een to pay her a visit, and I was surprised to find that she 
could be his teacher in many things. I have presented her 
with a Testament which comes from your funds, and she will 
soon be able to give the history of Christ in Bible language. 
Before the preacher left, he came to me ; and as his face lit 
up with a smile, he said, ^' She will be a great help to me.'' 
I have not time to write you long letters, but I felt that I 
must say those few words. You have been very kind in 
remembering me, and you ought to hear of some of these 
results. I think we should work earnestly in any way that 
the Master may lead ; but when He allows us to have the 
blessing, we may then give thanks to God, and rejoice to- 
gether. My health is good. A few months ago, I paid a 
visit of six weeks to the golden city, and spent a month in 
caUs at the river cities and towns. We gave out 25,000 
books. The queen accepted a large number, and asked us 
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to come again. The king is opposed to all other religion, 
but he allowed us to visit the palaces^ and we mingled freely 
with his people. We did not know one Barman when we 
went, but when we left we had a large circle of friends. 
They like our doctrines, but fear the king. I send you some 
leaves from the prison-ground of the place where Judson was 
confined, and an artificial flower which one of the queens put 
on my hat. It is death for any person to make^-^and wear 
these flowers, so they belong only to the queens, and cost 
four rupees for such a stem. They had very foolish customs 
generally; but had one good one for the females of rank 
— all are taught to read ! We read much in the houses of 
the four queens and the 100 wives of his majesty; and now 
we leave them with the books, and with God, who is able to 
make them feariess, or change the heart of their lord. My 
house is very damp, and my paper wet, but I hope you can 
make this out. 



Letter fbom Miss Blumhabdt. 

The last letter I wrote to you was on the 8th of May; I 
hope you received it safely. Since then, my sister and I have 
taken up, in addition to our school. Zenana work. Mr. 
Schurr, who had for ten years laboured in the district here, 
has had to go home on account of ill-health. His daughter 
was engaged in Zenana work here. On her leaving the 
station, Mr. Welland, the Secretary in Calcutta, thought it 
would be a great pity to let the work drop, so he asked my 
sister and myself to take it up, which we have done. We try, 
however, not to let it interfere with our school- work, for we 
each have our own houses to visit, which we do alternately. 
Our time is now fully employed. We go to the Zenanas from 
7 to 10 o'clock every morning, and at 12 we have our regular 
Bengal lesson, and from 1 o^clock commence the afternoon 
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school till 3. We enjoy our Zenana work very mucli. The 
women are all very glad to see us, and we speak freely to 
them about religion. We make it a point not to go to any 
house where they forbid us to do so, though we regret to 
observe that they only tolerate our going on account of the 
fancy work we teach them, which otherwise they could not 
learn. We have just begun to go to a new house, and the 
baboo protested strongly against reading any religious books 
to his wife, as he did not see '^what use it was to force 
religion on one/' We told him that though our first and 
great desire was to lead them to the Saviour, yet we should 
not like in any way to force his wife to believe what we do 
without her own free will. We wished her to listen to what 
we had to say, and to judge for herself. He then told us that 
if his wife '^ got learning from us, religion would follow." 
We, however, told him we could not see that, at least, not as 
regards the baboo's wives, for they, poor things, are shut up, 
and who have they to tell them of Christ ? Their husbands 
would certainly not do so, and if it was not that we took a 
little interest in them they would never know better. After 
a good deal of talking, the baboo said, '^ Well; as I am very 
anxious my wife should learn to work, I will allow you to 
talk to her on religion. This was not encouraging. How- 
ever, I go to her house twice a week, and I am careful not 
to speak too much on religion to her yet; for I know that 
would only make her dislike it all the more, and I lose the 
little hold I hope I have on her. We could, I think, do a 
great deal for these poor women, for they listen very atten- 
tively to us, were it not for their husbands. If one day we 
think they are a little interested in what we say, the next 
time we see them shows how mistaken we were ; for they are 
as obstinate as ever, and it is sad to return day by day with- 
out seeing any change. But we are not discouraged, for we 
have a sure word of promise : " My word shall not return 
to me void, but it shall accomplish that whereunto I send 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1 84 Female Missionary Intelligencer. 

it/' What we think has taken no root, may hereafter bring 
forth much to the honour and glory of God. 

We teach the women any sort of work they wish to learn, 
and also geography, arithmetic, and even English. We have 
only seven houses. We go to each house twice a week, 
always taking a widow from our school with us. Three 
other houses have discontinued learning, for when they 
know a little how to work, they say they have learnt every- 
thing, and have no need to learn more, — ^little knowing how 
many kinds of work have still to be learnt. But I think their 
chief reason is, that they have to pay two rupees monthly, 
which they grudge. The widow we take with us to the 
zenanas, is paid from the money we collect. 



^mt Cl^rtsEtmas! at Cotta ^tation^ Ceplom 

Bt the Ebv. E. Dowbiggin. 

The Christmas festivities at Cotta commenced in the evening 
of December 18th. The children of Mrs. Dowbiggin's Board- 
ing-school had been told to prepare for some evening amuse- 
ments, but had not been enlightened as to what these should 
be. The native pastors of the Cotta district with their wives 
dined at the Mission house, and after dinner was over they 
all proceeded to the boarding-school, where the 48 girls 
assembled greeted their arrival with eager and expectant 
looks. The silence of anticipation was succeeded by the hum 
of joyful voices when the folding doors were thrown open 
and there stood displayed what had never before been seen 
at Cotta, although it has been a Mission station for more 
than fifty years. 

It was a coffee tree, bearing what Ouvah never exceeded, 
which perhaps the infant Dimbula has not yet attempted ; 
what Delta and Bothschild may have equalled, and Doombera 
and Matale may have also produced. It was a coffee tree^ 
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bearing every kind of fruit you can imagine, and which 
yielded fruit for all. It was a coflfee bush transformed into 
a " Grerman tree/^ the first which had ever met the aston- 
ished gaze of those assembled. 

At first, the children seemed only to think that the spark- 
ling lights, the gay flags, and the various small articles sus- 
pended from the branches, were only so placed for them to 
look on as some pretty picture j they did not at all realize 
that any of the fruit of this wonderful tree could have any 
personal interest for them ; but as soon as the missionary 
with scissors in hand began to detach the pretty little gifts, 
and to call out the names attached to each, the excitement 
became general. 

And as ^^NelHe,'' ^^Loo-loo,'' ^^ Alice," ^^ Angeltina/' 
"Cecilia,'^ '^Mary," '^Bertina,'^ and such like names, re- 
sounded through the room, the girls pressed forward and 
closed round the tree, each one hoping that she might be 
called for next. No one was forgotten ; and it was pretty to 
watch the countenance of each child as she received some 
useful and worthy present, and hurried towards the nearest 
light that she might see and display all its beauties to her 
admiring companions. It has been remarked already that 
no one was forgotten : each pastor and each pastor^s wife re- 
ceived some trifle ; the schoolmistresses and the cook, with 
her two assistants ; all found there was some small present 
for them, and peals of laughter rang through the rooms as 
ittsse ammaj or '^ kitchen mother," was called up to receive 
her prize. 

When the tree had been stripped of all its pretty orna- 
Dients, a magic lantern took its place, and the children were 
first amused by the most absurd and ridiculous contortions 
of old men rolling their eyes, pulling their beards, and riding 
on pigs' backs ; and then they were interested and instructed 
^y the slides which represented missionary labour in Asia, 
Africa, and North-west America. 
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There was one picture of a missionary and catecUst preach- 
ing to the Bengal oooKes ; another of Livingstone encounter- 
ing the dangers of Africa ; a third, the peaceful Cumberland 
station church in N. W. America ; and others, dog sledges 
and groups of Indians. The screams of delight and shouts 
of laughter showed that the children had fully appreciated 
the entertainment prepared for them. 

From 7 a. m. next morning, Thursday, December 9th, till 
2 p. m., the hour at which rewards were to be distributed to 
the girls of the out-station day-schools, the Mission com- 
pound was quite gay with troops of school-girls, who evidently 
were quite determined that they would be in time. 

These rewards had been purchased fcy means of contribu- 
tions from ladies in Colombo ; and as Singhalese girls re- 
semble some of their civilised sisters in valuing articles of ap- 
parel more than anything else, a stock of green, pink, blue, and 
red striped prints and muslins, so gay that they were almost 
dazzling to the sight, had been selected, and the brighter 
they were, the more the cloths were admired by those for 
whom they had been provided. 

Invitations had been sent to all those who had subscribed 
towards these Christmas rewards ; and some ten or eleven 
ladies ventured to brave the heat of a tropical sun during a 
drive of from five to six miles. 

At two o'clock the ceremony of presenting the prizes com- 
menced, and some 189 girls from among the 600 in the village 
schools were arranged in order according to their respective 
schools. The above 189 girls had quaHfied themselves to re- 
ceive rewards by their regular attendance at school. The 
proceedings commenced with a hymn sung in Singhalese, 
followed by a prayer in the same language, after which Mrs* 
Layard was requested to bestow the prizes ; each girl having 
been instructed beforehand to come up when her name was 
called, and, at the risk of forfeiting her prize, not to forget 
to sa,j stutiy or '' thanks,'^ which the Singhalese, big and 
little, very seldom think it necessary to pronounce. 
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At intervals the girls of the Boarding-school sang some 
English and Singhalese hymns, with which the English 
guests expressed themselves much pleased, and marvelled 
however Singhalese girls could be taught to sing so sweetly. 
The hymns sung were, '' Jesus, meek and gentle,^' '' Glory 
be to Jesus," ^' Art thou weary ? " Part I. of the '' Old, Old 
Story,'^ " Beautiful Stream,'^ in English, and others in Sin- 
ghalese, concluding with ''God Save the Queen." 

When the rewards had been distributed, questions were 
put to the children on several portions of Old and New Tes- 
tament history, points of doctrine, and the way of salvation, 
the answers to which were highly satisfactory. 

The ladies next went over to the Girls' Boarding-school, 
where some prizes of English books were given to those who 
had done best in certain subjects during the year. 

The ladies were much pleased with what they saw of the 
work done by the children, and with their English and Sin- 
ghalese writing. In these two subjects it was very difficult 
to adjudge the prize, so close was the competition and gen- 
eral excellence of the handwriting. Of the Singhalese 
writing the Pundit said that /or girls it was very good indeed ; 
an Englishman would say it was better than the writing of 
vriany hoys and of mo^ men. 

Friday, the 20th, was observed as a day of prayer for a 
blessing on the work of Missions, and for the increase of 
labourers in the Mission field. 

Christmas Day was a bright and happy day. There was 
a large congregation at the morning service, when four young 
woman and five youths from our schools openly professed 
their faith in Christ by baptism, and nearly 40 drew near to 
the Lord's Table. The services of the day were shared be- 
tween the missionary of the station and the Pitta Cotta native 
pastor. 

The Christmas festivities at Cotta closed by a picnic for 
the Boarding-school girls on the 26th to Talangama, a village 
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about three miles from the Mission station, and certainly no 
English girls could have enjoyed themselves more thoroughly. 
Of their own accord they sang English and Singhalese hymns 
by the way, going and returning, played games in the school- 
room, and sang hymns in the church. All were delighted 
with their first picnic, and sorry when the entertainment came 
to an end. — Ceylon Church Missionary Record, 



3BattiraIoa, Ctplom 

From Ebv. J. 6. Peaeson. 
An interesting fact in connection with our female education 
in Batticaloa came under my notice two days ago. Whilst 
sitting at breakfast in the Mission house, I heard a great noise 
in the road outside. Tomtoms were being beaten, guns were 
fired, and there was a confused noise. On going out to ascer- 
tain the cause, I saw a Tamil funeral procession slowly pass- 
ing along. There were more than the usual ceremonies, as 
the deceased girl was of ^' high caste/' Men bearing torches 
headed the procession, then came tomtom beaters, etc., etc., 
then men bearing firearms, which were discharged at short 
intervals. After that came the corpse, lying in a gaily- 
decorated bed, covered with coloured silk, borne along on 
the heads of several men. Cloths were spread in the way, 
and on these the chief mourners walked ; it seemed more 
like a gay wedding scene than a funeral march. On inquiry, 
I found that the deceased girl was the daughter of high 
caste parents, who had carefully striven to make her live and 
die in the faith of her fathers. 

Her brief history is as follows : — When a child, she was 
sent to our Pulianteevo Girls' School, which has been carried 
on, for upwards of thirty years, by Mrs. Joshua, the wife of 
one of our local preachers, and there remained till she was 
ten years of age. The seed of the Kingdom was carefully 
sown in her young heart, and gospel truth began to show 
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itself in her Christian conduct. As soon, however, as the 
parents heard that she wished to be baptized, they took her 
away from school, shut her up at home, and banished all 
Christian influence. She was soon afterwards married to a 
heathen man, and they rejoiced in their supposed success. 
For ten long years she was excluded from Christian society, 
and made to observe heathen customs; but the truth had 
been received, light shone in her heart, she knew that gods 
of wood and stone could not hear or save, and her trust was 
in the Saviour Jesus Christ. But after ten years of wedded 
life, — oh, what years, if we could have a chronicle of their 
struggles I — disease showed itself, she took to her bed, and 
it soon became evident that she was to die. Her father came 
to her bedside, and said, " Now, this is your last hour, call 
on Oandaswamy and Kathuavale (Tamil gods) for help.'^ 
But to his astonishment she answered, ^' No, I won't ; IVe 
Jesus with me, the Lord Jesus; '* adding to the bystanders, 
^' I see the old, big devil coming to me ; " and then to this 
(supposed or real) visitant she said, "Go to my father, 
he wants you, I don't, I've Jesus with me." After this 
she sank into insensibility, and as the heathen relatives be- 
gan to perform their rites, she sank into the arms of death. 
She was buried, as I said, in heathen fashion, in a little rude 
spot by the side of the great Batticaloa lake. A little mound, 
decorated with yellow cocoa-nuts and shreds of silk, marks 
her last resting-place ; but her happy spirit, we doubt not, 
hymns the praises of God and the Lamb before the throne. 
Praise God for this soul garnered I To Him be all the glory ! 
while we will take encouragement, and trust to see the 
glorious promise again fulfilled : " Cast thy bread upon the 
paters, for thou shalt find it after many days." The time 
for Government inspection is come ; some of our schools 
have already creditably passed the ordeal. Next month our 
Central School is to be examined. We are trying to impart 
a sound education, both of the mind and heart* Our hands 
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are very full, but health and strength are ours, and work is 
a delight. — Wesley an Missurfiary Notices. 



Mup&tboold on iHount Ithmotu 

Wb have much pleasure in giving extracts from a letter 
written by an Arabic master in Mr. Watson's native female 
training school at Shemlan, Mount Lebanon, superintended 
by Miss Hicks. 

'^ Having been occupied dnring the whole month of July in 
preparing for the annual examination of the boarders and day- 
scholars in the establishment directed by Miss HiCES^ which 
took place on the 1st of August,, I was not able to visit the 
villages (Ainanoob, and B'Shamoon) until after that time, 
when I profited by the first leisnre day to examine thoroughly 
into the progress of the pupils in those schools. I de- 
voted the whole of one day to Ainanoob, where I found 
the two teachers, E!ateeby and Myrta, as zealous as ever in 
their work, and the children very diligent and atten- 
tive. The average number is from thirty-five to forty. I 
first heard them read the Scriptures, on which I questioned 1 
them. They then repeated verses from the Testament and I 
hymns which I had given them to study on a previous visit, 
and I was much pleased to find they knew them so well, i 
I next examined them on the maps, in connection with the 1 
geography, when their answers gave equal satisfaction. 1 

The following day I went to B'Shamoon, where there are j 
the same number of scholars, under the care of Zareefy 
the under-teacher in the Shemlan second establishment, and 
a pupil in that school named Saada Yusuf. There I found 
the teachers equally faithful and earnest in their work. I be- 
gan by examining the first class in reading out of ' Samuel/ 
and the younger classes in the ^ Peep of Day,' and ' Primer/ 
when all acquitted themselves well. In geography they sur- 
passed my expectation, pointing out the cities, rivers, and 
boundaries of the different countries with great rapidity 
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equalling the girls in higher schools. The arithmetic^ also^ in 
both schools did very well ; and I was particularly struck with 
the neatness^ and cleanliness of the schools and the scholars, 
as well as the tidiness of their books ; and I felt thankful that 
such good, modest teachers were actively engaged in a work 
that I trust will prove a great blessing to our own country ; 
and I earnestly pray that such advantages may be multiplied 
until every village shall have a female school equally well 
conducted/' 

mt of tfte iSores! of aaaorft m ^outft afn'ra^ 

By the Ebv. W. T. Watees, All Saints', Kaffieland. 

I will give you a sketch of what has been done with the 
money, trusting that your Society will not withhold its essen- 
tial support to the work now in hand. 

1. Bertha, thirty years of age, a KaBSr girl, fairly educated, 
deserted by her apostate husband. She has three or four 
children, all very young, is engaged as a teacher to the Hotten- 
tot girls, does her work fairly, and keeps her children beauti- 
fully neat and clean ; has ten shillings a month, and a gift of 

clothing occasionally. 2. Cecilia P , nineteen years old, 

at Hohitu, ten miles from St. Mark's, lives with her parents, 
and teaches well in the school ; was educated by Mrs. Green- 
stock at St. Matthews' missions. She is a stem lady, and keeps 
herself neat and tidy ; has an excellent character. She has 
five shillings a month. I am about to remove her family to 
another location, when she will have to teach at an advanced 
pay — ^tenshniings a month. 8. Manrtha Zebedee, nineteen jeora 
old, not having work at home, has taken domestic service at 
Hohituj I help her now and then with shoes, etc. She will 
take Cecilia's place again. 4. Ookuzi, sixteen years old, at Ko- 
hohi; father aheathen, mother a good Christian who has fought 
hard and successfully against her heathen friends. Gokuzi does 
not knowmuch; but makes fair work of teaching young chil- 
dren. She will join with Cecilia this month. 5. Sunu, six- 
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teen years old, at Mufula, one of a family saved from heathen- 
ism by the grandmother. She does well in teaching; has 
succeeded her sister Lena, who is married to a respectable 
Christian. I gave Lena a common tea-service on her marriage. 

6. Hose B , sixteen years old, a nice cheerfnl girl at 

Hobe Loba; clever, and teaches well. B er friends are Chris- 
tians, and well oflf. In the midst of many temptations Rose has 
maintained an unblemished character. I pray God she may 
be kept from the evil around her. 7. Jane Kussi, almost 
alone in a dull heathenlocation,the stronghold of KaflBr policy; 
she maintains her position well with her husband, who is 

teaching a small school at C ^ and preaches to the people 

for miles around. I give Jane an occasional present of calico, 
etc., from the Female Education Society's funds. 8. Sarah 
L , eighteen years old, assists her father in teaching a Hot- 
tentot schoolin the Isomo forest,and has shown herself a useful 

and dutiful girl. 9. /SaraA Jfayo, fifteen years old, at C ; 

has had much difficulty in keeping her school together, owing 
to the sickness of the teacher. She is a good girl, of not much 
ability. 10. Oatharine Kragi, eighteen years of age; a good, 
steady girl. 11. Eliza July, eighteen years old, one of the 
best female teachers in our staff; a strong-minded good girl, 
works well in school, and very valuable to the mission. 

A well educated and thoroughly civilized young Kaffir 
woman has come to St. Mark^s Girls' School, from Miss Arthur's 
Orphanage at Cape Town. She promises to be an important 
addition to our staff, and I hope may become a correspondent 
of your Society. In addition to assisting female teachers, I 
have given large quantities of calico to the girls in the various 
schools, which has led their parents to add other materials for 
permanant dresses. I have also, since January, had work 
made, and sold in connection with your account, to the value 
of eleven pounds. Pray do write to my friends at Cork for 
help. The heart of an old Irish emigrant was lifted up when 
I told him of the good ladies of Cork sending help to me at 
St. Mark's. 
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^resient ^tate of tl^e ^otittfa ^romlitngsf a&roati. 

EUROPEAN AGENTS OF THE SOCIETY, WITH THE DATE OF 

THEIR GOING OUT, AND THE WORK IN WHICH 

EACH ONE IS ENGAGED. 



Miss Adds, Beyroat, 1868 ; Jenualexn, 
1871. Teacher of the Jews* Sodety's 
Girls' School. 

Miss Andbbws, Lodiana, Pox^aab, 1869. 
Assistant to Miss JxsBOic (See 
below.) 

Miss AsTBN, Gape Town, 1848. District 
Visiting and Tuition. Betired from 
active service. 

Miss Chali.I8, Nazareth, 1871. Head 
Teacher in the Nazareth Orphanage 
and ]>ay School. (Syrians and Mos- 
lams ; langaage, Arabic.) 

Miss Gooxb, Singapore, 1853. Boarding 
Sebool; lUgged Sehools; District 
Visiting ; Sciiptore Beading Meetings ; 
Genenu Mission work. (Chinese and 
Malays; langoages, Chinese, Malay, 
English. ) Otm of her native teachers 
aiid six of the pupils supported from 
home. 

Miss Dayidbon, Lncknow, North India, 

1869. Zenana work. (Hindus and 
Mahometans ; langiiages,nrda,Hindi.) 

Miss Dobbib, Shemlan, Moont Lebanon, 
1868. Assistant to Miss Hioss. (See 
below.) 

Miss Habjdino, South Africa, 1841. 
(Kaffirs.) 

Miss Habt, Landonr, 1859; Madras, 

1870. Superintendent of the Bnro- 
pean Military Asylum. 

Miss Hicks, Shemlan, Lebanon, 1859. 
Superintendent of Mrs. Watson's 
Native Female Training School ; Day 
SchooL (Syrians and Druses; lan- 
guages, Arabic, English.) Twenty of 
the girls and the Arabic Teacher 
supported from horns. 

Miss Hioas, Assistant to Miss Jsbbom, 
Lodiana. On her way. 

Miss Houston, Singt^iiare, 1864. As- 
sistant to Miss COOKB. 

Miss Jacokbs, Shemlan, 1863; Sidon, 
1868. Teacher of the American 
Mission School. (Syrians ; la&gaage, 
Arabic.) 

Miss Jambs, 1868. At home. 

Miss Jbbboh , Amritsur, Pui^jaub, 1860; 
Lodiana, 1867. Zenana work; Fe- 



male Training Glass; Women's Meet- 
ings ; Christian Girls' Day and In&nt 
Schools. (Hindus and Mahometans: 
languages, Urdu, Persian, Hindi, Pun- 
jabi.) Two of her native teachers and 
six of her pupils supportedfrom home. 

MissLxiGH, Guttack,0ris8a, East Indies. 
Boarding School for '* Famine Or- 
phans;'* Day School (Uriyas and 
Ehonds; language, Uriya.) Native 
teacher supported from home. 

Miss Mabtin, Mistress of Home and 
of Schools fbr Jewish Qirls, Con- 
stantinople, 1872. 

Miss Nbedhaic, Simla, 1872. (Euro- 
peans and Eurasians.) 

Miss OxLAD, Hong Eong, 1868. Three 
vernacular Day Schools; visiting 
. «mong the women. (Lai^gnage, Chi- 
nese.) 

Miss Paoseb, Calcutta, 1854 ; Orissa, 
1865. Native Female Boardii^ School 
atl^lee. (Uriyas and Ehonds ; lan- 
guage, Uriya.) 

Mdlle. Ponbaz, Delhi, 1872. Zenana 
Work. 

Miss Btan, Singapore, ex^aged there 
by Miss Cooke, 1855.* 

Miss Stainton, Shemlan, 1864 ; Naza- 
reth, 1867 ; Sidon, 1871. Assistant to 
Miss JaoombS. 

Miss Stubbook, Peelton^ South Africa, 
1868. Boar^g and Day Schools. 
(Kaffirs.) 

Miss Taweb, Nazareth, 1871. Second 
Teacher in the Nazareth Orphanage 
and Day School. 

Miss Bobinson. Becently accepted. 
Miss Johnstonx. Becently accepted. 

FREFARMD FOR MISSION WORK. 
Miss Bbooks, Bosnia* 

* The role of the Oommittee is to enter in 
this list only those Agents who have been 
selected In this country, and are peraonally 
known to themselves. . Bat Miss Btam's 
long period of faithful and able aervicd has 
won a special exception in her favour. 
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SCHOOLS ASSISTED DUBING TEE YEAR, IN ADDITION TO THOSE 
UNDER THE CARE OF THE SOCIETTS AGENTS MENTIONED 

ABOVE. 

[the shall capitals indicate the NAinSS 07 THOSE WHO WEBE OSIQINALLT 
SENT OUT BY THE SOCIETY, OE WHO EECEIVED ASSISTANCE IN YASIOUS WAYS, IN THE 
COMPLETION OP THEIB FEEPAXATION POK MISSIONAEY WOBK.] 



China. 

Amoy, Mrs. Sadler, Day Sohool. (Chi- 
nese.) 

Fowchow, Mn. Wolfe, Day School. 
(Chinese.) 

KaJgan, Mrs. Guliok, Visiting and 
il^erating among native women. 

Ningpo, Mrs.Barchet, Boarding and Day 
Schools. (Chinese.) 

Shanghai, Mrs. Mnirhead, Day Sohool ; 
Bible-woman. (Chinese.) 

BurmaK 

Eemendine, Mrs. Ingalls. (Bnrmese 
women and Girls.) One native tewher 
tv/pported, 

India: Bengal Presidency. 

Bhagulpore, Mrs. Droese, Orphanage, 
Day and Infant Schools. (Hindus, 
Santhals, and Mohammedans.) 
Varioiu girU supported. 

Bhowanipore, Mrs. J. P. Ashton. 

Oalcntta, Miss Leslie, Sale Institution 
for the Daughters of Native Gentle- 
men. 

Ditto, Miss Neele, Thornton Sohool, 
(Bengalis.) 

DUtOy Mrs. Yaughan, Wilkinson School, 
Natiye Bible-women. (Bengalis.) 

Intally, Mrs. Eeny, Day School. (Ben- 
gaUs.) 

Erishnagur, Mrs. Blumhardt and Miss 
Blumhabdt, Zenana work ; Boarding 
and Day Schools. (Bengalis.) Two 
native teachers svpjMTted from home. 

Orissa, Cuttack, Mrs. Buoxlbt, Orphan- 
age and Infant Schools. (Uriyasand 
Khonds.) 

India: Madrajs Presidency. 

Bangalore, Mrs. Bice, Boarding and 
Day Schools. 



Coimbatoor, Mrs. Walter Joss, Boarding 
School, and Caste Girls* Day Sohool. 
(Tamil.) 

Cuddapah, Mrs. Mawbey, Boarding and 
Out-station Schools. (Teloogooe.) 
One school and fowr of her pupik 
supported from home. 

Madras, Mrs. Hall, Boarding and Pa? 
School. (Tamils.) Two of her pu- 
pils supported from home. 

Ditto, Mrs. Franck, Native Madras Ye- 
mfde Education Society, Central and 
Branch School. (Tamils.) 

Ditto, Mrs. Satthianadham, Zenana 
work. Zenana and other Schools. 
(Tamils.) A native Zenana workfr 
and two pupils supported from home. 

Ditto, Mrs. Schaffter, Zenana work. 

Ditto, Miss Slater, Boarding and Day 
Schools. 

Masulipafam, Mrs. Sharkey, BoardiDK 
Schools. (Teloogoos.) Various 
girls supported from home. 

Pareycfaaley, Bey. J. £. Jones. Eight 
Day Schools supported from home, 

SuTissehapuram, Bev. £. Y. Hareoort, 
Boarding and Day Schools. (Tamils.) 
" Florence Munro" School and eight 
pupils supported from home. 

India : Bombay Presidency. 
Bombay, Bev. J. T. Bobertson, '* Bombay 

Box Fund." 
Ditto, Mrs. Weatherhead, ditto. 
Hyderabad, Mrs. Tamold, ZensDa 

work. Day School, Class at home. 

(Sindhis). 
Poona, Mrs. Gardener. 

India : North-West Provinces. 

Agra, Miss Bllwanger, Day Schools, 

Zenana work. 
Amritsnr, Mrs. Eeene, Orphanage. 
Benares, Mrs. Smith, Day School. 

(Hindus.) 
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Delhi, Mrs. Winter, Zenana work, 
Widows* Training Class. (Hindus.) 

Fyzabad, Mrs. Beather. 

Lncknow, Mrs. Daiible, Zenana work. 
Christian Girls* School, Bazaar 
School. (Hindus and Mohammedans. ) 

Lucknow, Miss Thobum, Zenana work. 
Day Schools. Oirla* School Bmtse 
built by proceeds of the boxes of work, 
(Hindus and Mohammedans.) 

Secundra, Mrs. Erhardt, jFemale Or- 
phanage. (Hindus.) Fifty-one of 
the girls supported from home. 

Central India, 

Jubbulpore, Mrs. Champion, Yemacnlar 
Girls* School. (Hindus.) 

Ceylon, 

Colombo School for the Daughters of 
NatiTe Gentlemen. (Cingalese and 
Tamils.) Two daughters of native 
clergymen provided for by the Com- 
mittee, 

Cotta, Mrs. Dowbiggin, Boarding School, 
seyeral Day Schools. (Cingidese.) 

Nellore, Mrs. T. Good, Boarding School, 
fourteen Day Schools. (Tamil.) 
Two schools supported by proceeds 
of work, and one boarder by a sub- 
scription. 

South Africa. 

Cradock,Mr8. Taylor, Boarding and Day 
Schools. (Hottentots and Fingoes.) 

Eaffirland, All Saints*, Mrs. Gordon, 
Girls boarding with her, Out-station 
Schools, Women's Classes. (Eafi&rs). 
One native teacher supported by the 
Committee, 

Ditto, Newlands, Mrs. Maogb and Miss 
Bond, Day and Out-Station Schools. 



(Kaffirs and Fingoes.) Two boarders 
supported from home. 

Ditto, Port Elizabeth, Mrs. Greenstock, 
Day School. (Kaffirs.) 

Ditto, St. Mark's Bey. H. T. Waters, 
Industrial Employment for Women, 
Girls* School, Out-station Schools. 
(Kaffirs, Fingoes, and Hottentots.) 
Ten native female teachers , wholly, 
and others partly, supported by pro- 
ceeds of work. 

West Africa. 

Niger, Bight Bev. Bishop Crowther, 
Day Schools, Girls boarding with 
Missionaries* wives. (Negroes.) Two 
boarders supported from home. 

Sierra Leone, Mrs. Caiger» Church Mis- 
sionary Free Institution. (Negroes.) 
Four *' Anna Braithwaite Scholars'* 
supported by the Committee, 

Levant, 

Bethlehem, Mrs. Miiller, Boarding and 
Day Schools. (Syrians.) 

Beyrout, Mrs. Mentor Mott, British 
Syrian Schools. 

Mount Lebanon B*Shamoon, Mount Le- 
banon ; Day School established by 
Mr. Watson. Two native teachers. 

Cairo, Miss M. L. Whately, Girls* 
School (Copts, Greeks, Moslems, Nu- 
bians.) 

Jaffa, Miss Abnott, Training School, 
Day School, Sunday Services, Weekly 
Prayer Meeting. (Syrians, Greeks, 
Jewesses.) 

Shemlan, Mount Lebanon, Mrs. Wat- 
son, Industrial Female School. 
(Syrians, Druses.) 
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jfpiaJjalr, ^tiiie, ^ortl^ Jnliia^ 

Letter from Mrs. Reuther. 

I have much pleasure in acknowledging tlie receipt of another 
box of fancy articles, which was forwarded to me about a 
fortnight ago. We are greatly obliged to your Society for 
so kindly remembering our work, and sending me such valu- 
able contributions towards it. 

You will be glad to hear that the sale of the things con- 
tained in the first two boxes is going on satisfactorily. On 
the Queen^s birthday, we had a sale at the Museum, in which 
we were allowed the use of a large room for the purpose, 
through the kindness of Mr. Thompson, Inspector of Schools. 
Notwithstanding the great heat, the sale was well attended, 
and we realized 416 rupees. Since then, I have disposed of 
some more articles to the value of 140 rupees. This is a great 
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success, considering that our station is not a large one, and 
that many ladies and children are away, spending the hot and 
rainy seasons in the hills. I have no doubt I shall have no diflS- 
culty in disposing of the remaining articles and the contents 
of the new box, here and in the neighbouring stations, I 
should like very much to have another sale about Christmas, 
when all the Europeans are in the station ; but I expect too 
little will be left by that time,-^unless we have the pleasure 
of receiving another box from you before the end of the year. 
The fancy articles are a most valuable fund from which to draw 
the means to carry on our work amongst the native females. 

A Girls' School, which I opened in the city soon after our 
arrival here, is entirely supported by it, as also my daughter's 
work. She teaches in Bengali zenanas, assisted by a native 
Christian woman, the wife of one of the catechists. Her in- 
structions are, at present, chiefly in English, which the Ben- 
gali ladies are very anxious to acquire j nor is she yet able to 
speak Hindoostanee fluently. Her endeavours, however, seem 
to be appreciated by the baboos and their families, for new 
applications are made from time to time for her to come and 
teach in other houses. With part of the money realized by the 
fancy sale, we have purchased copies of portions of Scripture 
and tracts for distribution among the inmates of the zenanas 
we visit. They are always accepted gladly, and we hope that 
they will be read diligently, and be blessed to the readers. 

I think I mentioned in a former letter that we live in a 
Mohammedan tomb erected over the remains of a lady,Bannee 
Khaiiam. A tombstone of white marble, covered with in- 
scriptions from the Koran, is still in the centre of the build- 
ings. It is confiscated property, as the owner joined the 
rebels during the mutiny, and is believed to have been killed 
in one of the battles. It was made over to the Church Mis- 
sionary Society, for the use of a resident piissionary. As I 
think it may perhaps interest you, I inclose a photograph of 
the tomb, together with the old Begum, of whose conversion 
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in Calcuifca you will have heard, and who ia now labouring as 
Bible-woman in Lucknow, in connection with the Church 
mission. 

Please to convey our heartfelt thanks to your Society for 
their great help, in giving us such valuable boxes. I hope 
they will kindly continue to aid us in this way ; and, above 
all, to remember Fyzabad and the Lord^s woit at this 
station in their prayers, that it may be blessed, and the seed 
sown bring fruit to the glory of God. 



9k Saujii^ter of dmitnu 

By Miss Oxlad. 

It was an Easter Sunday, the first Easter-tide at our newly 
opened Chinese Church,* the first baptism within its loved 
walls. 

I stood by the font as witness, to hear four adult Chinese 
record their vows, the first uttered in that place. Three of 
these were from my own family, each of whom I had watched 
over and thought of with peculiar interest, two of my Chinese 
girls and their teacher. The fourth I scarcely knew, except 
l)y sight. He was a young man, who had been a constant 
attendant at the church from the time of its opening, and had 
for some time been a candidate for baptism, giving promise of 
a true Christian character. 

With regard to my dear teacher, her path has been that of 
the " shining light, which shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day.^' The months and years that have passed since 
that happy Sunday have been marked by the course of a con- 
sistent character and Christian usefulness, reflected from a 
deep experience of Christian happiness. From my first in- 
troduction to her, soon after my arrival in the country, to 
the very day I left, I had been increasingly intimate with her, 

* In Hong-Kong. 
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and increasingly attached to her, and she to me. I knew 
more of her than any other Chinese during my residence 
abroad. 

How well I remember that first introduction, when I was 
taken to see her in the midst of the Chinese girls of whom she 
had latsly been installed the teacher ! I had not then suffi- 
cient acquaintance with tho language to speak, nor to under- 
stand a single sentence ; and she has often, in after-times, 
laughingly referred to the awkwardness with which we sat and 
looked at each other, and how frightened she feltof me. She 
was the first small-footed woman I had seen ; and if she felt 
frightened, I certainly felt strange and curious, and wondered 
if I should be able to talk freely to her. She was still com- 
paratively young,' — I believe just two years older than myself, 
and was pleasing, though, at that time, sad-looking ; for she 
had very recently come from her Chinese home, a young 
widow, to make her own way in the world', and was not yet 
accustomed to the manners and society of foreigners. She 
was quite a lady in position and manners, according to Chinese 
ideas ; and I found her afterwards to posses a great deal of 
true refinement and delicacy of mind. In fact, she was what 
might be termed among her country-women, quite an accom- 
plished lady. She had been betrothed and married, at a very 
early age, to a man in pretty good position and property ; 
but with whom she did not appear to have lived long enough 
to have had much knowledge of, or afiection for, him. In 
the troubles, bloodshed, and robbery, consequent upon the 
great rebellion, when devastation and cruelty extended so far 
and wide, their home, in some distant village, was burnt to the 
ground, all their property destroyed, her husband forced to fly 
forhis life to somefar-oflF place, where he either died or was mur- 
dered — she never appeared rightly to know which, — and she 
herself, homeless and alone, obliged to return for refuge to her 
father's house. Months after my arrival in the country, she 
and her girls came to reside under the same roof with me; and 
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ifc was from that time forward that we became so increasingly 
attached to each other. 

It seems far back now, for five or six years appear a long 
time in a life so full as mine was then ; but I recall to mind 
many of those early evenings, when, the duties of the day done, 
I used to go into her little room and try to talk to her. At 
first it was very unsatisfactory intercourse, for it was hard 
work for me then to frame an intelligible sentence, and of her 
replies I could 'only pick out the meaning of a few words. 
But by degrees I took to talking by means of my Testament. 
When at a loss for a word, I would point it out to her in the 
book ; for at the outset I was more conversant with the 
written character than the spoken colloquial. By degrees we 
got on to intelligent conversation by means of texts that I 
looked out and showed to her as what I wanted to say. If I 
could not understand something she said, she used to look for 
an equivalent character in the book, to point it out to me, and 
I then hunted it out in my dictionary, and thus found out her 
meaning. Thusit happened thatbef ore I was capable of carry- 
ing on any sustained conversation on ordinary topics, she and 
I managed with the Book — the Holy Book — ^between us, to 
converse sociably and pleasantly on religion; and over that 
Book was formed the friendship and affection which never 
failed as long as we remained together, and which I believe 
subsist still, and will subsist throughout eternity. Years after- 
wards, she used to refer to those evenings; and in tl;e full 
enjoyment of that after-experience of religious knowledge, say 
how ignorant she then felt herself; and how the turning over 
these then unknown pages with me, and the endeavour to 
make me understand their unfamiliar wording, first opened 
her mind to see the beauties of the gospel, of Jesus, and in- 
cUned her to seek for herself to understand its truth. 

But there came one sad season of death and change. I re- 
member seeing her sad face on the morning of the funeral, as 
she passed out of the house, whither she had come up with all 
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her girls to pay their last respects to her whose voice would no 
more instruct them. In the changes that followed, I saw less 
of her than usual, till after some months of uncertainty, and a 
half fear of losing her altogether from among us, she came 
with a portion of her girls, once more to reside under the same 
roof with myself J and from that time, till the day I left China, 
we were constantly together. By the time of this renewed in- 
tercourse I was not quite such a dumb and unintelligible com- 
panion as before; but still, as of old, our chief intercourse, and 
our most confidential converse, were over the sacred volume. 
She became, for a considerable period, my regular teacher in 
language ; and I believe that in this occupation our profit was 
mutual; for while in our constant Bible studies (for the Bible 
was always my chief study-book) she was of great assistance 
to me in giving me an acquaintance with her language, I hn^ew 
that at the same time I helped her in her spiritual under- 
standing of the passages we read together. 
(2*0 he contintbed,) 



Snfantintre among tbt 3^njpoots. 

{From tJie Calcttfta Correspondent of ^^ The Times/') 

As all our executive measures to prevent female infanticide 
among the E^jpoot clans of Northern India had failed, an Act 
was pEissed, and repressive rules came into force, eighteen 
months ago, under Sir William Muir. It was decided that 
every village in which not more than forty girls were found 
in every hundred children, should be '' proclaimed.^' The 
standard of guilt has since been reduced to thirty-five girls. 
Theresult of the special policeagencyhasbeenthis, — that in a 
population of nearly half a million, no fewer than 1 2,854 hves 
have been saved. You may imagine the frightful dispropor- 
tion of the sexes when I say that, even after this gain, there 
are still in that guilty population only 54,712 girls to 101,092 
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boys. It will be twelve years before the effects of past child- 
murder can be obliterated iinder our Act, and a new genera- 
tion may arise who will forget the horrible eastern of their 
fathers. Strict as the rales are, the police, under Major 
Deunehy, meet with all sorts of tricks to avoid them. 
Last year, 416 village constables, 11 midwives, and 247 heads 
of families were punished. Out of 1050 inquests on dead 
female children, and 634 postmortem examinations, 57 sus- 
picious cases were found. The indirect effect of the Act on 
neighbouring villages suspected, but not ^^ blood-red,^' has 
been good. But fathers stiU report the birth of a boy when a 
girl has been bom, in the hope that when the death of a child 
is subsequently announced, foul play jnay not be suspected. The 
rales will be adapted to meet this and other subterfuges. 



a Crp from Bajaittl^^ 

[We have much pleasure in announcing that one of the ladies 
of the Committee has kindly undertaken the temporary 
charge of this work at Nazareth, assisted by the two Agents 
who remain there. Miss Challis and Miss Tannee. We are 
assured that the following extract of letters received from 
this lady, describing her voyage to Beyrout, her visit to the 
Lebanon, and her arrival in Nazareth, will be read with deep 
interest; and we earnestly trust that her appeal for help will 
reach the hearts of some stewards of the Lord's bounty, and 
induce them to come forward to her aid.] 

Shemlan, Mount Lebanon, September , 23rd, 1873. — " I 
know you had faith to believe I should get on perfectly well, 
and therefore would not expect to hear from me until I 
reached a point where there was something to say, apart 
from my personal adventures. You may imagine it was a 
disappointment to me not to find dear Mrs. Watson* forth- 
coming at Marseilles, detained by illness, as no doubt you 
* Who was returning to Shemlan. 
% 
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know by this time, at Lausanne. It was an immense comfort 
for me to have Mr. Shakoor's escort, however, and nothing 
could exceed his kind attention all along. Ton will be 
pleased to hear that, in spite of the many fears felt by my 
friends on account of my poor sailing qualities, I got to 
Beyrout without once being sick ; and indeed it was im- 
possible to accomplish a voyage in more comfort than I have 
done. I found before leaving Beyrout there is no steamer 
touching at Caiffa before Oct. 10th; so that day, God 
willing, I shall leave in the morning; and hope to be landed 
there in the afternoon, accompanied by one of the two young 
native teachers that Miss Hicks thinks we shall need at 
Nazareth, who are quite capable, she considers, of giving all 
the requisite instruction in Arabic there. I cannot tell you 
how delighted I am with the whole order of things here ; it 
is truly admirable. 

Naza/reih, October I5tk. — ^Most thankful am I to be able 
to inform you of my safe arrival here on the forenoon of the 
13th (Monday), from Caiffa, where I landed from Shemlan 
on the evening of the 10th inst. 

On Monday, 4 a.m., we sailed North. The ride to Naza- 
reth, you will be glad to hear, I found easy and pleasant, 
though it had been represented to me as so formidable ; but 
the truth is, no path in Palestine proper need appear so 
after the Lebanon. And so it is that I have reached my point 
considerably stronger than when I set out, and have not 
suffered so much as a qualm of sickness, by sea or land — 
may I not truly say, " through the good hand of my God 
upon me.^^ You will rejoice to hear that I found the young 
teachers. Miss Challis and Miss Tanner, truly available, 
energetic, and zealous ; and that the school opened quite 
brilliantly for them yesterday. The day-school numbered 
fifty-one ; and none but old boarders are taken in, on account 
of the dire lack of water. It is quite afflicting to witness 
the crowd of women and girls screaming and fighting over 

t 
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the tiay spouts, not much thicker than a quill, at present 
given forth by the Virgin's well ; so that, if rain does not fall 
speedily, the place will be really in a sad state. Ask the 
Lord to remember His gracious promise, and send us " the 
latter rain,'' as well in the material as in the spiritual sense ; 
both seem equally needed. 

Odober 16^A, 1873. — I have not words to say, even at this 
early date, how the need and importance of this School on 
this hallowed ground impresses me. It is a work on which 
I arfb sure the Master must look down with complacency, 
while conducted in His own spirit; and I have a nervous 
horror lest the supplies for completing the building should 
fail, through inadequate impression at home of the almost 
distressing need, — ^the touching necessity, — ^for the Christian 
ladies of England, having put their hands to the plough, not 
to draw back, till the home of the Saviour has received a 
tangible token of their love and pity for the long down- 
trodden mojihers and daughters who now inhabit it. Mr. 
Schumacker says next summer might see the Orphanage done, 
if only he could employ as many hands as are necessary. 
If it should please God to provide funds for going on with 
the building through the winter, and bringing it to a com- 
pletion next summer, it would be my desire to remain on, 
and see the school safely installed in the new premises. I 
trust I shall continue in vigour, with God's blessing, till my 
task is accomplished. We are groaning after rain, and have 
to pay for all the water required in the house ; and the utter 
absence of every sort of vegetable but tomato is trying; 
however, that state of things will end as soon as the rain 
comes. But for this consciousness that man and beast are 
suffering, I should be contented and delighted with the 
climate, and this surprise of lovely, bright days ; the house 
is very fresh and cool. I was much pleased to see how the 
day-scholars turned into the Sunday-school on the Sabbath, 
and the interest they took in the lessons the young Shemlan 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



lo Female Missiotiary Intelligencer, 

girls gave ; I hope this interest will increase and continue. 
Poor dear children, on that day they make greater attempts 
at smartness than in the week ; many of them seem scantily 
clothed, and very poor. You would wonder to hear how well 
they sing ; it is most creditable to the teachers to have got 
them on as they have done in this department. 



Letter prom Miss Jacombs. 

At the last examination of the boarders, quite a number of 
people were present, — Protestant Christians and Moslems, — 
all of whom appeared pleased, and some even surprised, at the 
attainments of some of the elder girls. This amused us, for 
the time given to each class was not enough even to give any 
idea of what they had done during the year. But as the people 
present were satisfied, we ought to be; and, I am sure, our own 
consciences told us we , had done all we could for them. They 
were examined in the usual branches — Scripture, Geography, 
Arithmetic> Grammar, and reading with vowels. Several nice 
specimens of needlework were shown. Their writing-books 
were also examined by native gentlemen, and prizes given to 
two who had made the most progress. The girls all passsd 
through the examination very well indeed ; not one made 
any bad mistake worth feeling any trouble about. 

Our number of boarders the whole of the year has been 
twenty. Two of them have finished their term of four years \ 
but one, I hope, will return, and act as pupil-teacher; she 
promises well to make a steady teacher, in whom we can place 
some confidence. The other one has not any plans formed for 
the future, that I know of at present. 

The past school year has been much smoother and more 
pleasant than the one before it ; all who came completed the 
year. We have not had any great sickness amongst us, ex- 
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cept the little one of whom I told you in my last letter; she 
was very ill, but I am thankful to say she has just got well 
enough to go home with the others, and I heard since that 
she is well. 

One of the elder ones has asked to be admitted into the 
Church, and, I think, will not have to wait long for accept- 
ance. I believe her to be a true child of God; and though 
she was quite ignorant when she entered school, only two years 
ago, she appears better than some who have had tho advan- 
tage of religious instruction and the example of Christian 
parents from childhood. I believe she was really seeking 
after better things when she first asked admission into the 
school ; and her earnestness was the means of her acceptance^ 
for she had not attended any school regularly, so. that she 
could not read a verse in the New Testament correctly ; she 
was, also, older than we generally take girls who have not had 
any instruction. Doubtless she was sent to us that she might 
learn the way of eternal life. Poor girl ! Her first request, 
after she had spent a few hours with me in Sidon, two years 
ago, was, ^^My teacher, will you please teach me how to pray ?^* 
I felt very much touched by the request, and have never for- 
gotten it. She really did not seem to have the least idea how 
to address God in prayer. She is a mountain girl, and had 
gone down with me to help to prepare the house before the 
girls returned. The conduct of all the girls is good. We 
must wait patiently, and hope still to see them all become 
true Christians, even if we have to wait years. 

Maricum Hasham, who left school last year, is still teaching 
a large day-school in this village, and is giving great satisfac- 
tion to the missionaries stationed here. We visited TeckWs 
school, in Jedadi, last spring, when we took our fourteen days' 
trip in that district, and were much pleased with what we 
saw. She has about sixty girls. We heard several classes read, 
heard them repeat portions of Scripture, saw their needle- 
work, and heard their first attempt at singing, which was cer- 
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tainly rather amusing^ as they have not yet mncli idea of it \ 
hut it is the day of small things wijbh them, and I would not 
by any means despise it, knowing what hard work it is to make 
our own girls sing nicely. All have made very good progress 
for the time they have been in school, and appear to love their 
teacher, which is a great point gained. Techla, also, is very 
happy and earnest in her work, trying to do good also amongst 
the women in that village, where the Gospel is now beginning 
to make its way. TecJcla is a dear Christian girl, and a mem- 
ber of the Church, — just the right kind of young woman to 
be placed in such a position. I think you will remember her 
name; I must have told you about her three years ago. 



Mrs. Buckley^s Account op the First Female Orphanage, 

CUTTACK. 
(Ahidged.) 

Our present number is 321. Of these 231 are famine or- 
phans, supported by Government, and the remaining 90 are 
dependent on the kind support of friends in this country and 
at home. In addition to these there are ten day scholars. 

"We have deeply regretted the death of R. L. Martin, Esq., 
Inspector of Schools in this district. His genial manner^ 
generous disposition, and hearty kindness, had endeared him 
to all the members of the mission, and his aflFectingly sudden 
death by cholera was very sincerely mourned by all our circle. 
"We felt, too, that educational operations in Orissa had sus- 
tained a serious loss by this melancholy event. 

Disease in a serious form has not been permitted to come 
nigh our dwellings, and no death has occurred, with the 
single exception of a little infant, who was received under 
very afflicting circumstances, was much diseased at the time, 
and only lived ten days. At the close of the rainy season 
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many girls were attacked by dengue, but tbey had it in a 
much less severe form than ourselves. 

We are thankful to report that steady progress has been 
made in knowledge. There are now 294 who can read in 
their own tongue the word of God with fluency. Many of them 
write in copy-books or on slates. Portions of the sermons 
they hear on Sundays are written on the following day. Many 
are well up in the multiplication table, and have made fair 
progress in the elementary rules of arithmetic. They have 
oral lessons in geography and scripture history; and the im- 
provement they have made has often surprised those who 
have examined them. All except the infant classes, spin,, 
knit, sew, and mark ; several do crochet and tatting. Last 
year the work sold came to more than 800 rup. (£30), and 
after paying for cotton, etc., the amount earned by each child 
is carried to her credit, and paid on her marriage; any sums 
expended in purchasing brass vessels, or given to the cause 
of God, being deducted. 

Twenty-two have been married from the school during the 
year — ^a larger number than in any former one ; and of these ^. 
twenty were famine orphans, making a total of forty-oiie famine 
orphans married from this institution. They are rather 
widely scattered; for while some have settled at Cuttack, 
others are at Chaga, Macmillanpatna, Bonamalipore, Jana- 
pore, Bhuddruck, etc. Most of the bridegrooms are employed 
as cultivators of the soil (man^s first employment), but others 
are domestic servants, weavers, toymakers, blacksmiths, ma- 
sons, gardeners, or employes in the mission press. "We may 
add that twenty-four more of our youthful charge are asked 
for in marriage. 

The staff of teachers employed in the school has now, for 
many years, been selected from the girls taught in it. Many 
of those whose marriages we ha^e just reported were 1st class 
monitors ; and some difficulty was felt in satisfactorily supply- 
ing the vacancy, and the prospective inconvenience seemed 
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likely to be much greater, as others who, since the famine, 
have steadily given themselves to the work of teaching, and 
been in other ways a great help and comfort, will in all pro- 
bability, soon leave the orphanage for a home of their own ; 
but in this our time of need the Lord hai* not been unmindful 
of us. Since January 20th, Miss Miller has given her kind 
and useful help in the superintendence of the teaching de- 
partment. Miss Thomas, a young East Indian friend, con- 
tinues her steady and faithful service in the school, and lives 
on the premises. A large class of the girls meet frequently 
with her in the evening in her little cottage, and unite in 
reading the word of God, singing Oriya hymns, and prayer. 
'Emma, one of the married girls, who is an excellent teacher, 
expressed a wish to return to the school and continue her 
labours, and we are glad to secure her services. 

There have been a few little changes to break the mono- 
tony of school Hfe. Besides wedding-days, which are always 
seasons of great enjoyment, and an occasional sail across the 
river to visit Macmillanpatna, where several of our dear 
girls are settled, we may refer to one especially interesting 
event. Our Commissioner and his lady kindly invited the 
orphans of both schools to their park-like compound, to en- 
joy a treat of fruit and sweetmeats. The provisions made 
for their gratification indicated much kind thoughtfulness. 
Swings had been put on the trees, and. two elephants had 
been brought for them to ride on. It was a great treat, and 
will be long and gratefully remembered. Other friends had 
been invited to meet the mission circle to tea. We all en- 
joyed a pleasant cheerful eveniug, and did not reach home 
till it was quite dark. 

We cannot but hope that the Spirit of God is inciting de- 
sires after the path of life in the minds of many of our in- 
teresting charge. It is encouraging to state that /(mrfeen of 
them are now candidates for baptism, and several others are 
in tiie inquirers' class. 
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Co tfte 3^esfrue* 

A Word fob the New Year. 

Professor Tyndall, in his " Alpine Hours/^ gives a thrilling 
account of the rescue of a man who had fallen in a crevass of 
the glacier. He was the porter who, sent on with an assist- 
ant in advance, had incautiously stepped on an ice-bridge, 
and fallen into the fissure. He had laid there an hour, when 
Professor Tyndall and his companions were startled at Seeing 
the solitary man standing immovable, saying that his comrade 
was dead, and indicating the spot where he had fi^illen. 
Peering in the darkness they could see nothing ; but faint 
moans betrayed the buried life, and instant preparations were 
made for the rescue. The porter had carried down the 
strong rope with him; but waistcoats, coats, and braces were 
hurriedly taken off and knotted together, and by their aid 
Bennen the guide, and Professor Tyndall, were let down 
from one projection to another, till they reached the bottom 
of the debrisy a distance of forty feet. The fallen fragments 
had frozen together again, so that the man was enclosed in a 
solid mass of ice. They cautiously hewed it away, the severed 
pieces ringing significantly, as they fell into the lower depths, . 
on the edge of which they were standing. After removing 
a layer of two or three feet thick, a hand appeared white 
as the snow about it, and making its mute but powerful 
appeal. The head was laid bare, but the Kps could only utter 
inarticulate sounds. The knapsack was cut off, the rope passed 
under the arms, and an effort made to pull him up ; but so firmly 
was he imbedded, that not until the last foot was extracted 
could they lift him out of his narrow house. By pulUng him 
from above, and pushing him from below, the poor fellow 
was lifted to the glacier; and these men, exhausted by an 
hour of severe labour, and drenched with dripping ice, carried 
him by turns to the cave of the Faulberg, 
There, for a long time, every measure was employed to 
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restore suspended animation, till at length the groaning 
ceased, and Bennen in agony exclaimed, ^^He is dead!'' 
But the more sagacious I Professor, leaning over his patient, 
marked the gentle breathing, and felt the calm beating of the 
pulse. He was saved, — this young, strong man, — ^the only son 
of his mother, and she a widow ; brought back by wise, 
tender hands from the chill of death to the warm pulsation 
of life and strength. 

Dear friends, listen with attentive ears, and you will hear 
the faint moans of your sisters encased in the ice-folds of 
cruel superstitions. You will not hesitate, when life depends 
on your action. If you cannot go down in the darkness to 
the refscue, there are brave, strong, heroic souls who are 
ready for the adventure, — ready to peril their lives for the 
Master, and for those whom He has died to redeem. You 
will not hesitate to strip off your superfluities to furnish the 
ropes which will enable them to reach the depths of the 
abyss. 

There is work to be done there demanding courage and dis- 
cretion. Women bound hand and foot in the icy chains of 
idolatry are to be hewn out. Stroke upon stroke must fall, 
even before the appealing hand is seen. Aid must be afforded, 
even after the head is freed, and sight is given to the eyes. 
These popr helpless ones must be lifted with strong tender 
hands into the pure air of Christianity and civilization. They 
must be watched over and tenderly cared for, until the gentle 
breathing and the tranquil beating of the pulse give evidence 
of their new life. " Saved by the power of an endless life.'' 
This is the reward that will abundantly repay hours of weary 
work and watching. Saved through Christ ! This is the joy 
that cometh in the morning, when the heaviness of the night 
has all passed away. — Heathen Woman's Friend, 

T. M. 0. 
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Letter from Miss Eyan. 

(Little Mercy was taken prisoner when about six years old, 
at the time the English conquered the Nicobar Islands, and 
was placed in Miss Cooke's school a year afterwards, in 1870.) 

I know you will have heard from dear Lady Ord of all we 
have gone through since the 7th. Dear little Mercy cam^ 
to us on the 9th to be nursed ; and after the first attack of 
cholera was over, we thought she would soon be with th^ 

VOL. XVI. 
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others ; but it was not to be. After many anxious days and 
nights, coma set in, from which she never recovered ; and 
she, too, fell asleep on Sunday, the 17th, at nine in the 
morning. I must write and tell you the workings of her 
little mind. One day she was very violent, and I whispered 
to her and said, ''Dr. Eowell will not know you belong to 
Jesus, Mercy, if you are so naughty.'' She immediately said, 
" Oh, it is Satan that makes me so naughty, and I have not 
said my prayers to ask Jesus to make me good.'' After a 
deal of persuasion that she could pray while lying, she clasped 
her little hands together, and prayed, asking God to make her 
a good child for Jesus' sake, to bless us because we had been 
so good to her, and to bless the medicines she had been tak- 
ing, if it were His will. It was a very sweet prayer. Then 
another night, when she refused to take anything from either 
the doctor or Mr. Birch, and was so violent that Dr. E. 
feared she would have died in one of these fits, I took her 
her medicine, and said, " Mercy, let us say your grace, and 
after that you will take your medicine, won't you ? " She 
immediately covered up her face, and in a mumbling tone 
said, '^ Be present at our table. Lord," etc. ; and after that she 
took it. I don't know whether it was the force of habit, but 
it was very sweet to hear her. We left her at 3 o'clock in 
the morning, singing to Mr. Birch, f ' My Jesus, I love Thee." 
She sang the whole hymn through. On Thursday morning 
she was very much better, as we thought, and while the girls 
were fanning her to get her to sleep, she said to Geying, "I 
think I could sleep if you will repeat the 23rd Psahn; " and 
when Geying repeated it to her, she followed her till she 
slept. It was after this that coma set in. She quite endeared 
herself to us during this nursing time, and it will be a sad 
gathering together when the girls come back ; but it is better 
as it is. Now dear Jin and Mercy lie side by side till the 
morning of the first resurrection. I cannot tell you what a 
<$omfort Lady Ord ha^ been to us, and how deeply she shared 
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onr trials with us ; how very kind both Mr. Birch and Dr. 
Rowell have been, — we have been hemmed in with kindness, 
as it were ; and how merciful God has been to us in fulfilling 
to us, " As thy days^ so shall thy strength be/* 



a ©ausftter of ^imm^ 

By Miss Oxlad. 

Oontmibed from ;page 6. 

If there was any one thing that more than another mutually 
helped us, and drew our hearts together in the bonds of Chris- 
tian fellowship, it was our study together of our new collo- 
quial Prayer-Book for some months previous to the opening 
of our church. I wanted to be able to use it easily and intel- 
ligently myself, and I had set my heart upon making her un- 
derstand it, and enter into its spirit and meaning. So I read 
and talked over every sentence with her, taking pains to turn 
to many illustrative passages of Scripture for every subject. 
It was a long and hard study, but, I believe, heartUy enjoyed 
by both teacher and pupil ; and on many a point we used to 
pause in our reading for long and interesting conversation 
on the precious truths and comforts of religion. One little 
incident I specially remember. It was while reading through 
the exhortation in the Communion Service. We paused over 
the words, '^We dwell in Christ, and Christ in us;^* ^'we 
are one with Christ, and Christ with us." She evidently did 
not grasp the idea, and asked me to explain it to her. The 
word in the Chinese was even more expressive than ours, 
signifying a being tied or knotted together in a close and 
inseparable knot. She explained the phrase to me thus, but 
was puzzled as to its application. It was naturally a subject 
that led us into the very depth and eiq)erience of heart-reli- 
gion. We turned to many passages in the epistles that illus- 
trated it, and felt that we were treading on holy ground. 
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Never shall I forget the earnestness with which she read those 
passages and questioned me upon them^ and the gradual light- 
ening of her countenance as she seemed to take in the pre- 
cious truth as something which she might believe and rejoice 
in. I felt that she was as if entering into that heart-experi- 
ence of faith which I had been endeavouring to picture to her. 
I remember we did no more studying that evening : the re- 
mainder of the exhortation was left for another lesson ; and 
we sat hand in hand (as we often did in talking) till the light 
had faded into the darkness of quite evening, and we could 
speak no more, for both were in tears ; and we sat together 
silent for a long time till some slight interruption occurred, 
and then she rose, and kissing me silently, while I felt her 
cheek wet with tears, went hastily away to her own room. 

I always felt as if that evening was one of those occasions 
which do occur in real religious experience when a ray of hea- 
venly light is,as itwere,let down from heaven into an inquiring 
heart, causing a sudden realization of heavenly things, whose 
influence is never to be lost or forgotten. Many a time has 
she afterwards referred to that conversation as something she 
gratefully remembered. If anything in our reading chanced 
to recall the subject, there was invariably some smiling refer- 
ence to that now familiar expression. On the morning of her 
first communion, more than a year afterwards, she opened the 
bodk and pointed to it, asking me if I remembered ; and fre- 
quently, on after occasions, if sitting near me in church, her 
eyes would meet mine with a secret sympathy when the pas- 
sage was beiilg read. And even now, at the distance of many 
months and many mQes, I do not think that I ever hear it 
without thinking of her. • 

But if the preparation of our Christian worship was good 
for her, much more was the. after enjoyment of it. I do not 
fancy that there was any Chinese heart that entered morQ 
warmly and prayerfully into the opening services of the 
church; or from Sabbath to Sabbath was more increasingly 
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attentive and interested in the feithful preaching of our good 
missionary. She seemed to drink in the sermons with all 
the eagerness of one thirsting for liEe^ and as eagerly talked 
them over with me on our return. 

With our first Sunday at the new church began a new period 
of social iutercourse, which afterwards grew into an institution 
which was rarely, if ever, omitted until my very last Sunday, 
exactly three years afterwards. As soon as we had taken our 
walking things ofi*, I invariably found my way into h^r room, 
or she into mine ; and we talked over the morning service, 
or sermon, or anything of interest that had occurred. "Ehen 
going off to whatever happened to be occupying our minds at 
the time, of pleasing or sad, of a serious nature or otherwise, 
but seldom ending without some informal, natural, or happy 
turning to the pages of the little Testament that was always 
lying on her bed. As I say, it gradually and naturally grew 
into a regular Sunday institution, till we should, I believe, 
neither of us have thought the day properly spent Without it. 
My afternoons and evenings werfe usually given to my Eng- 
lish girls, at least, the greater part of them ; but it came to 
be an understood thing, that the hour between morning ser- 
vice and dinner was sacred to the teacher. Occasionally, if 
I delayed long, she came to me ; but almost always I went 
to her bed by the cheerful window-side, and ihere I was at 
once made comfortable with all the little attentions that a 
caressing affection would think of. * And then, when once 
established, we would talk our pleasant little Sunday talk, 
sometimes reading or singing hymns together, sometimes 
reading a chapter or a psalm, more often turning over the 
pages of the Book (Aer5, not mine, always on these occasions), 
and talking in a dreaniy, happy way over the things that met 
our eyes and hearts. The very informality of those Sunday 
talks and Scripture readings made them seem very enjoyable 
in their difference from any mere lessons. Often in the first 
of these three years we were joined by some of the elder girls. 
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who made a nice little party around us, for a time, but usually 
drew ofl^ and left us two together at last. The two girls. 
Faith and Joy, her baptismal associates, were more frequently 
with us than any others on .these days. But by-and-by, when 
we lost them all from the school, those Sunday talks were just 
ours, — ^rather lonely for a time in the big, empty room, which 
had used to be so full ; but we got accustomed to it, and en- 
joyed ourselves together with, I do think, no intermission 
till the end. And one of the complaints in her letters after 
my departure was, that it was so lonely on Sundays when she 
came back &om church. 

(To he continued,) 



Letter from Miss Blumhardt. 

Last month being the Durga Poojah holidays, all our zenanas 
were closed, so we went down to Calcutta, and paid one of 
our sisters a visit. The rest and holiday has done us both 
much good, and we have returned to our work with renewed 
strength and energy.. I, however, regret to say that fever is 
going about a good deal, which prevents our doing our own 
work regularly. Continually one or other of our zenanas has 
to be closed on account of sickness, and it generally takes 
some time before the women regain strength enough to re- 
sume their reading and working. Some of our boarders have 
also fever; and I fear, now it is once in the school, all the 
girls will be laid up with it in turns. The change of the 
weather must be the cause of all this sickness ; and no won- 
der, for a short time ago the heat was very great, and now 
it is so cold that at night we have to wrap ourselves up with 
blankets. The natives must feel the sudden change very much. 
But there is a still greater trouble we are dreading, and that is 
famine. All the crops are dying for want of rain, and the cold 
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weather. Seed cannot be sown for the same reason; and every 
one is of opinion that if we do not get rain within a few days 
there must be a famine. It is dreadful to think what misery 
it will create everywhere. We were not here in 1867 ; but 
papa tells us what a terrible time it was. We are looking 
most anxiously every day up at the sky, but can see no' signs 
of rain. To-morrow is our usual weekly prayer-meeting even- 
ing, but we wish it to be an especial one, and pray earnestly 
that God will.be graciously pleased to send us a plentiful 
shower, and in mercy avert the calamity which now threatens 
us. Mamma has for some time not been feeling at all well : 
she has had fever, and it has taken a long time for her to re- 
gain her strength. I am thankful, however, to be able to say 
she is well again. — October 29th, 1873. 



"Fbidat, 16th August, 1872. — ^My first morning in NablAs, 
the Shechem of the Old Testament, and Sychar of the New. 

'' I have the pleasure of seeii^g the girls of Mrs. El Elarey's 
school assemble in an industrial class. They are about thirty 
in number, and appear very happy as they take their seats on 
benches or ledges of the wall outside the parlour. In the door- 
way sits their teacher. 

^' Evidently they are all engaged in no heartless task ; but 
before we rehearse, let us ascend the adjoining stairs to the 
house-top, and survey the scenery around. On either side of 
us stand Ebal and Gerizim. Down the valley, to the west, 
is the mosque, from the minaret of which the Muezzin calls 
the ^ faithful ' to prayer, as we heard him last night. 

''Behind us, on the entrance of the valley, are Joseph^s 
tomb and Jacob's well. Nature presents a fair aspect, and 
many of the objects we look upon are associated with me- 
mories of Jacob and Joseph and Jesus. 
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" The men of Sychar still point out ' Jacob's well ' and 
' Joseph's tomb ' to the traveller ; but where is the monument 
to Jesus^ the Son of God, who visited here ? The church 
erected by the Crusaders on the top of Gerizim has long been 
in ruins ; another, in the town, is used as a mosque ; but — 
' Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, 
whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place, with 
him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit/ The Lord 
knoweth them that are His. On the house-top where we are 
standing, prayer is wont to be made, and the name of Jesus 
had in remembrance. 

'^ Now, let us descend. The fingers,^jhe needles, and tongues 
are busy. The formation of the stitches presents a difficulty 
to one child ; the remembrance or meaning of the Scripture 
verse to another; and Mrs. El Karey finds ample employment 
for the Arabic she has acquired since she left her English home. 
Before the breaking-up hour arrives, the missionary joins the 
company, and, in the language in which he and the children 
were born, speaks to them about the Lord, and commends 
them to Him in prayer. Then we depart, believing that souls 
are being won to Christ, and that wheat for the heavenly gar- 
ner, as well as things useful to wear, will be the result of 
sewing cmd sowing in Sychar. 

'' Thomas Jbnner.''* 



examination of mes. watson's native female 
teaining school. 

By Eev. W. Bied. 

While you are, no doubt, kept acquainted with the state of 
your Society's school in Shemlan by the pens of the teachers, I 
presume you do not object, now and then, to receive a few 

* Author of " That Goodly Monntain and Lebanon." 
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lines from outsiders. I had tlie privilege of being there dur- 
ing the past few months, on two very interesting occasions ; 
the first was, the annual examination of Miss Hicks^ school, 
which occurred on the first day of August last. A select 
audience of natives and Europeans attended, anumber coming 
from adjacent villages. It would have done you good to have 
been present; the appearance of the school for order and neat- 
ness was all that could be desired* The examination was, as 
usual, conducted in two languages, English and Arabic; 
mainly, of course, the latter. Some of the branches were 
geography, arithmetic, grammar, history, and the Bible. They 
were also examined in the rudiments of astronomy and natu- 
ral philosophy. Afterwards w;e had the reciting of English 
poetry and the reading of Arabic composition. I was much 
pleased with the quality of their singing (in a land not es- 
pecially famed for its music), and more so for their proficiency 
in Biblical knowledge, — ^they would have put to shame many 
an educated young lady in England or America by their ac- 
quirements in the latter. Specimens of their writing and 
needlework were exhibited to the great satisfaction of all pre- 
sent. The pupils had evidently enjoyed peculiar privileges, 
and had profited well by them. To say the least, the school 
never appeared better. As the girls Jiave grown older, they 
have many of them exhibited more than usual seriousness and 
tenderness of conscience, and some have expressed a strong 
desire to be admitted to the table of the Lord. Accordingly, 
after suitable examination of the candidates, and suflScient 
time for probation, it was thought that five at least showed 
evidence enough of a change of heart to be received soon, 
while some others were advised to wait for the present ; the 
day appointed was the last Sunday of September. The little 
chapel in Shemlan was, on that occasion fuller than usual; ifc 
was a new thing that those so youthful should Gome forward, 
and that too while still pupils, and so many at once. One was 
absent, detained by her relatives; the other four were there, 
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and also a pupil of the Sidon school, then at home during her 
vacation. There was an unusual solemnity pervading the 
audience. It seemed to me as if angels must be rejoicing in 
the scene, when those five young persons rose to give their 
assent tocthe confession of faith, and to enter into covenant 
with God and His people. It seemed like a re-dedication of 
the pl^0e, making it doubly a Bethel. It was the first time 
the ordinance had been celebrated in it ; the first time titiere- 
fore, that new members had been gathered into the Church 
within its walls. A former pupil brought her infant daughter 
to be baptized, so that the baptism also seemed but another 
sheaf from the same source. I trust the influence of that scene 
was not lost upon those who witnessed it. Others in the 
school give us reason to hope that they, too, have passed from 
death unto life. 

The four pupils above mentioned are now teaching at differ- 
ent points: putting to practice,! trust, what they have learned 
in your Institution, and especially in the school of Christ. 

Shemlan has not the prestige of a name hallowed by sacred 
associations, and loved from childhood, or the advantage of 
being situated on the great line of travel, where the Christian 
wayfarer could easily step in, and revive his interests by the 
testimony of his eyesight ; but it has silently and unobtru- 
sively been a fountain of incalculable blessings. It furnishes 
the teachers for almost all our female schools on this moun- 
tain,notto speak of those who have gone to a greater distance; 
and of the female church members on Lebanon, full one-third 
have been your pupils. Some are teaching Christian schools, 
and some are reariug Christian, famihes. 

Be assured that your Society has rendered us efficient aid 
and comfort in our missionary work, and we prize and appre- 
ciate most highly what has been done by the founder of the 
school^ and by your faithful and successful teachers. 
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(girlsi' ^ti&ool, ^fplft, ^xv&^SSu 

Miss Packbb^s Bepobt. 

Another year has rapidly rolled away, and brought the time 
for annual retrospect and report, also inviting the recogni- 
tion of the Lord's goodness, which has not failed us. Both 
in the Asylum and in the Famine Orphanage our numbers 
have been thinned. Eight orphan girls and one belonging 
to the Asylum have left to be married. The latter is rather 
an interesting case. Some five years ago her father and 
mother showed a desire to embrace Christianity; for some 
time they attended divine worship at Bonamalipore, where 
they resided, and sent their daughter to Kplee to school. 
Here she continued for about two years, and learned to read 
in the Bible ; but her parents having gone back into heathen- 
ism, subsequently took their daughter home. For a year she 
continued with her parents ; but from time to time, through 
some of the girls who were related to her, she sent messages 
to me to the effect that she wished to return. At the end of 
the year, a Christian relative having visited the village, the 
girl made a strenuous effort to carry out her wish. After 
considerable commotion the mother yielded, and, making the 
girl over to the* Christian woman referred to, said she might 
take her as her own, and arrange as she thought best for her 
future. Upon her return I was pleased to find that she had 
kept up her reading, and had retained a good deal of the know- 
ledge she had previously acquired. After remaining at school 
a full year, she has been married to a weaver, one of our or- 
phan lads. The young oouple have gone to reside at Bona- 
malipore, not for from the girl's parents^ to whom I trust 
she will prove a blessing. 

Two others, the daughters of a native Christian, after being 
of good service aa head monitors in the school, have gone to 
Berhampore as teachers in the school there. Some others 
from the Asylum have been dismissed to their parents. 
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Three of the orphan girls have been removed by death. 
One had never recovered the effects of the famine, and was 
constitutionally feeble. Last hot season she had an attack 
of ophthalmia which speedily deprived her of sight. After this 
she became more and more emaciated, and' her hearing having 
also failed, she almost seemed to be cut off from us even be- 
fore life had left her poor frail body. The other two were 
both fine robust girls, and were taken from us very suddenly. 
It is comforting to remember that her last engagement pre- 
vious to the attack was to attend a class which the girls have 
among themselves for prayer and reading the Scriptures. 

Nine girls have been baptized during the year on a pro- 
fession of their faith in Jesus. 

The present number in the Orphanage is 156, of whom 
126 are supported by Government. There are also five or 
six day-scholars in attendance. 



That Goodly Mountain, and Lebanon. By Thomas Jenner. 
London : Hamilton, Adams 8f Co. 

A very pleasantly written, prettUy illustrated, book of Eastern 
travel, by a Christian traveller. Places which have been de- 
scribed over and over again by those who have gone over 
the ground before him, are brought before the reader with 
much freshness of idea; and though the author does not claim 
to be a scientific explorer, nor to throw light upon any con- 
troverted question, his book is entirely free from anything 
that is trite or hackneyed. The deep interest which he mani- 
fests in missionary work renders this volume very suitable 
for reading at working parties, and many names occur in its 
pages which are familiar to the friends of our own little 
Magazine. We will transcribe a passing notice of the work 
of our friend Miss Arnott, of Jaffa. 
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"Soon after we had reassembled, two Gbristian teachers, and five 
of the children, from Miss Abnott's Mission Schools came to visit 
ns. They sang some Arabic hymns very sweetly, and I think we 
all felt we had a very happy meeting. The simplicity of the chil- 
dren's cheerful faces and native dress, the Christian demeanour and 
conversation of their teachers, the sweetness of the singing, and, 
withal, the happy surprise of having Sunday-school come to you, 
. . . produced a happy impression that will not easily be for- 
gotten" (p. 47). 

More interesting still are the illustrations of Scripture from 
Eastern manners and customs^ which are of very frequent 
occurrence. We will give two of them as specimens. 

"During the conversation a servant entered, bringing on a tray 
three tumblers; in the first was some quince jeUy, in the second some 
teaspoons, and in the third .some water. These being offered eri- 
dently for my refreshment, I felt a little perplexed as to the proper 
mode of partaking, so ventured on the safe experiment of sipping the 
water. My moderation evidently amused those who witnessed it. 
... In my confusion, Mr. El Karey came to my aid, saying) 
* Here, my brother, let me show you.' So with one of the spoons he 
took a little of the jelly and then drank some water. ... I fol- 
lowed his example ; and as the delicious jelly yielded to the water, it 
set free its sweetness, which was combined with, and followed by»the 
pure cold water in a most refreshing way. Nehemiah viii. 19 was 
instantly and spontaneously brought to my mind ; and I said, this 
must be what is referred to in Scripture under the expression, ' Drink 
the sweet.' ' Exactly so,' said Mr. El Karey ; ' that is how we under* 
stand it' "(pp. 43, 44). 

" One feature common to the cemeteries. Christian and Mahometan, 
was the whitened exterior of the graves, which were formed of stone 
and plaster, the whiteness evidently being renewed from time to time, 
reminding me of the Saviour's comparison in Matt* xxiii. 27 : ' Woe 
onto you Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! for ye are like unto 
whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but ars 
within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness ' " (p. 131). 

Our best thanks are due to Mr. Jenner for permission to 
nse liis engraving of NabMs as a second illustration to this 
number^ and for the hitherto unpublished page from his 
journal which appears on page 23. 
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inattrntibe Hittle (girfe^ 

A Papek fob ouk Young Friends. By Mrs. Capron, of 
South India. 

I WISH I could give you a picture of the little girls who were 
in my room last evening. C , the baby's nurse, found 
them standing on the veranda, and came to ask me if they 
might come in. They were the five smallest girls in the 
school, and stood in a line before me, looking very cunning 
indeed. Susanna has a roguish face, and is a great pet. 
Rachel is a womanish mite of a girl, never runs, and is always 
laughably old in everything she does. Nudchuttheram, 
rightly named a ^^ Star,'' has the brightest, twinkling eyes, 
and a perpetually dimpling smile. Nyannammal, not so rightly 
named " Mother of Wisdom," is a quiet, heedless girl. While 
Parkium is a very proper little miss, whose name means 
"Happiness." 

There they stood, Susanna eyeing me shyly ; Rachel trying 
to stand as it she meant to be very devout \ Star twinkling, 
smiling, and twisting on one foot ; Wisdom gazing at the 
baby ; and Happiness looking very happy, and behaving her 
very best* 

"Well, little girls, what do you want?" I asked. 

'^ Please tell good advice," said Susanna. 

'' Very well, what shall I talk about ? " 

Star, still twinkling, blinking, and twisting, said, ''About 
Repentance." 

'' Yes," they each added. 

I began, '' Supposing to-morrow these clouds should all go 
away, and the sun should shine out bright ; supposing at 
night, when you are going into the school-yard, you should see 
something in the sky, like a kite, coming down over your 
heads ^" 

While saying this, I was noticing that these little witches 
were not thinking at all about '' good advice," and, indeed^ 
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were not having the least idea what I was saying. How- 
ever, I kept on, and my question, '* You would wonder what 
this was, would you not f '* roused them to a painful doubt 
whether to say ''Yes'' or ''No/' Susanna returned from 
looking at the clock, which was ticking noisily over my head. 
BacheFs thoughts had been off somewhere, and she began to 
try to look '' very good/' Star came back from watching 
the baby's feet dancing up and down on my lap, kicking off 
both little blue socks. Wisdom turned her thoughts from 
the baby's powder-box, which has a wonderful picture of a 
house upon it, and which was on the bed ; while Happiness, 
looking much disturbed, gathered together her thoughts, 
which had been chasing each other over the room. The little 
row of five made me smile. It was an awkward pause, which 
I broke by saying, '' My little children do not know at all 
what I am talking about. They have come sight-seeing, and 
not to talk about repentance." 

At this Susanna straightened herself, put her bare feet close 
together, and shut her lips tightly, as if to say, '' I will listen." 
Eachel looked as if she was the only one who had been be- 
having properly. Dear little Star ! you would think it never 
was to sparkle again, so much had its brightness turned into 
solemn-looking shade. Wisdom was quite frightened, and 
never Hf ted her eyes from my lips ; while Happiness looked as 
if watching her chance to give a prompt answer. It was funny 
indeed, and very natural for Tamil girls. 

I then gave them some '' good advice," keeping them wide 
awake for a few moments, and closing with, '' You are very 
little girls, and have very little minds, which can hold only a 
little good advice at a time;" and away they went. — Ohild/ren's 
Qiio/rterly. {American.) 



d by Google 



By Mes. Geebnstock. 

I INCLOSE two photographs, thinking they might interest. 
They are contrast pictures, one of heathen women, San- 
diUis^s head- wives, dressed in their native finery, with strings 
of coloured beads, and necklaces of tigers' teeth. Their 
right armq are covered with two or three dozen narrow brass 
rings (the same sort which that E^afiir girl, Miss Bond wrote 
to you of, who, on her conversion, took them .off, and strung 
them together as a chain, to remind her of the slavery she was 
released from). Their skirts are the usual cowhide skirt, cut 
and gored into a skirt exactly as we should. The natives say 
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we took the fashion from them. They all seem to have the 
toothache, for they do not generally tie their faces so; but they 
tie up for the least ailment, or if the wind is cold, to protect their 
teeth, which are always magnificent. The other one is a little 
Christian girl,* the youngest of our boarding-school girls at 
St. Matthew's. Her mother was my children's good old nurse. 
Her name was Maniga. She has one of the frocks out of the 
box which her mother bought for her. She is not at St. 
Matthew's now; but is gone with her mother and sister 
(another of the girls) to live in a different part of the country. 
I have never returned, even for a visit, to St. Matthew's, the 
distance is so great, and not easy to manage. The people are 
always sending us word to come back. They have seen my 
husband once or twice, but not me. The Rev. C. Taberer 
and his wife are there now; they have greatly improved the 
place, and got the farm into good working order. He is 
anxious for some help for the Boarding School. He has a good 
number of girls. One of them, Lilian's sister (Lilian used 
to be the matron, but was married to Charles Pamla, the 
Wesleyan preacher, just before we left), is now married to 
Stephen Myaakama, one of the students from St. Augustine's, 
I think. 

I thank you for a box which arrived by the Hesperia. I 
was obliged to postpone opening that and the two other 
boxes that have arrived since till we were settled in our new 
house, and could see our way to have a sale of the contents. 
They were too numerous to dispose of as I had done before, 
when I obtained £20 by selling the things in hand, and dis- 
posing of them at the mission, through Emma, the catechist's 
wife. I am sorry I have mislaid the papers, of which I kept 
a great many to remind me of the names. The greater part 
were from Ireland, and a large share from the Ross working- 
party. All the things were admirable, and greatly approved 
of, as the sale proved. We had the sale a few days ago, and 
* This will be given next month. 
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realized £113 from those boxes and one left over from last 
year. This is a great help. This amount is supposed to keep 
eleven or twelve girls, and I will tell Mr. Taberer to arrange 
to keep some at St. Matthew^s as the 6oa;-gfirZa, as they used 
to be called, and he must write to you about them. We have 
no boarding school here, but need some help for the day 
school, — a ragged school, which you will remember I told you 
of, that we began in Stand Street, one of the worst localities 
in the place, and consists mostly of little Malays. There were 
over sixty in the school when we went in the other day, and 
there are sometimes eighty. There is also a Dutch service 
held here in the schoolroom on Sunday eveningS) which is 
well attended by the scholars, and a good number of their 
parents. A Malay woman was speaking to me of it, and the 
good influence both the school and service are having on the 
children, '' that they were afraid now to tell Hes.'' I must 
confess to having been surprised at this woman's conversation; 
she maintained that she and her fellows (I think it is a diflPer- 
ent sect from those I have met before) do not think of Ma- 
homet except as a good man ; she declared her sole trust to 
be in Christ, and expressed such firm belief and trust that 
many a Christian might have been shamed by her. The 
obedience of children to their parents is one of their great 
commands, and, she said,, kept them clear from the sin of 
drunkenness that is so prevalent amongst their neighbours, 
the lowest class of Irish, English, etc. ; for, she said, a man 
may drink, but never so much as not to know whether it is 
his mother or his father he is speaking to. She seemed to 
know a great deal of the Christian religion, and said, " and 
we do give in church; we must give our 3cZ. or 6d., as we can 
aflford, to the poor fund.'' I said in one of their mosques I 
had never seen a woman in church, we generally believed they 
were not reckoned as good as the men ; and she said, ^' How 
is that ? A woman must answer for her sins as well as a man, 
each for himself to God;" and again assured me it was Christ, 
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and Christ only, througli whom she could be saved. I was 
in hopes by this that Christianity is really spreading amongst 
them. She is mother of some of the giris in the school, and 
has in her house three widowed daughters, with their young 
children, all living with her. The Mission itself is prospering 
slowly, but surely. There are now a good many communi- 
cants, men and women, having come down from the up- 
country Mission to look for work in this busy town, and it is 
well to have a shelter for them, or they would sooner go astray. 
About the things sent out. Everything was very good, espe- 
cially the children's frocks; and clothing for native girls sells 
remarkably well here, for many ladies have young Kaffir ser- 
vants, and they were delighted to get clothingsoeasily for them, 
and I could sell any quantity of that. What is just fit for 
English school-girls is the sort. Plain under-clothing, strong 
petticoats and frocks, children's frocks andunder-linen,will sell 
in any quantity. Thebetterit ismade,and the better material, 
will be all the more gladly bought. Servant's dresses, full- 
size, petticoats, and under-linen, were all bought up readily, 
for material is expensive, and needlework not easy to get done. 
They required the dresses longer, fuller, and with bodies. 
Aprons were asked for again and again. Pinafores, too, were 
bought up well. The fancy things are not so easy to dispose 
of, unless they are of the best, for the richest class to buy. I 
hope more may be sent, as they know what to expect now, and 
are all hoping to get another stock from me of the same things. 
I have been asked whether schoolbooks and school materials 
are useful. I should be extremely glad of as much as can be 
sent. The patchwork, both petticoats and counterpanes, are 
sold at good prices ; the natives and Malays like them very 
much. Hoping you will let all the kind workers know how 
very much their kindness is. appreciated, and, like the Kaffir, 
who says, when you have given him something, "mangomso,'* 
''and to-morrow again," I hope they will be so good as to send 
some more. 
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a Baugfttrr of ^imm. 

By Miss Oxlad^ 

Perhaps, at that Easter time, when those three stood together 
by my side at the baptismal font, if anybody had «;sked me 
of which I felt most certain as to Christian character, I might 
not have singled her out above her two scholars. She was 
too humble in her opinion of herself to say decidedly, in any 
self-assertion, that she was a Christian; but it all grew on so 
naturally and quietly, that her progress in Christian character 
was unmistakable in its eflfects. She had long talked of her 
wish to be baptized, as a matter decided in her own mind, for 
some time before she gave her name definitely for prepara- 
tion for. the coming service. The preparatory classes were a 
great enjoyment; and the service itself entered into with deep 
feeling, but with less of the demonstrative, eager interest of 
the two girls. But the after-course of the consistent life 
and growing religious feeling was ample evidence, and better, 
of her sincerity. Her constant attendance at church was a 
truer test of her sincerity than in the case of the girls. They 
had been brought to it in the usual course of school duty, and 
had been so long accustomed to the ways of an English house- 
hold as partly to have lost their native prejudices. But to 
her, I know, it was no small efibrt so to overcome, as a 
Christian duty, the prejudices of Chinese habits of female 
propriety as to go into a publicity so foreign to all the ideas 
in which she had been educated. But though timid and 
nervous sometimes, she never hesitated; and, by-and-by, 
was willing to make a still further concession to her old pre- 
judices in the path of Christian duty. She was asked to be- 
come the teacher of the new day-school we were about to 
open in the Chinese town ; and for a time she hesitated, so 
strong was her objection to going backwards and forwards 
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twice a day, even in a cliair, on such an errand. To anybody 
not conversant with the seclusion in which Chinese women 
of the better classes are supposed to live, such an objection 
may appear frivolous and impossible. But to her it was a 
real trial ; she knew she would be looked upon and pointed 
at as breaking through every usage of female propriety and 
modesty; she feared that the common men in the streets 
would jeer and call after her, as a woman who had forfeited 
her character in thus going about in the service of the 
foreigners, — ^a fear by no means imaginary, for it was what 
she often didi, meet with, and felt painfully, in the months that 
followed. Her father, too, rather discouraged her, on the plea 
that the matter was so contrary to Chinese custom. 

Oh, the bondage in which the Chinese custom holds even 
sincere Christian converts is very hard to break, and one of 
the strongest difficulties that missionaries have to contend 
with I With her, I know, it was a hard struggle ; and one 
only overcome by a sense of her duty as a Christian who had 
received the benefit of the Gospel to help in i^iparting it to 
others. I was doubtful, for a time, how it would end \ bnt 
one afternoon she called me to her, and said she had been 
praying to God to show her what she should do, and last 
night a feeling had come to her that she believed it to be her 
duty to go to the school ; so she resolved to go, and after that 
she felt so happy that she could not go to sleep again that 
night. So she entered heartily into the work, and did her 
part well and perseveringly, with no timid or half-decided 
assumption of her duty as a Christian teacher of heathen 
children. 

I remember well the evening before the school was opened 
how, after talking and planning together, we knelt together 
in prayer for God^s blessing on the undertaking, and how 
very earnest and touching were her words of supplication. 
I used to wonder at one time whether it would prove an easy 
thing for those so unaccustomed to such a thing to get into 
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the Habit of prayer, and listened with a degree of doubt and 
curiosity the first time — I forget on what special occasion — 
that I asked her to pray with me and some of the girls. I 
need not have doubted, for though her voice trembled a little 
with evident nervousness, her true and simple words of re- 
verent petition and believing hope soon conviijced me that 
she was no stranger to the power of prayer, and far more 
than a mere repeater or imitator of the words she was used 
to hear in church. So I used to enjoy these little seasons of 
prayer, when some special want called for them ; and so I did 
on this occasion — the eve of our new school. I had much 
faith in her and her fellow- worker, my own loved pupil, and 
a year after, when I left them, they were heartily and happily 
engaged in their work. I care not to dwell on the time of 
parting, that last Sunday talk with my dear teacher (for by 
that epithet I still called her oftener than by her baptismal 
name of '^Love^'), the last Sabbath in our church, ending, 
to the day, three years of much blessing, though not un- 
shadowed happiness ; the last time of many when we knelt 
together at the Lord's Table \ our last Sabbath talk when we 
came back, so quiet and subdued, but not too sorrowful ; the 
last time I visited her school, and spoke to her scholars ; and 
then the last morning, when I felt only one or two things that 
saddened me ifwore than her sorrowful, tearful face, and her 
broken words of farewell and grief; I knew iliere was a real 
sorrow for my departure, and that by her I should be long 
and sorely missed* Well, earth^s partings are sorrowful 
things, and that morning I knew some of the saddest that 
life can ever bring me. But the bii}tere8t sting of parting is 
t^en away when we can look forward with assured hope to 
another meeting-place above ; and though some, with whom 
it is the fashion to despise and abhor the Chinese character, 
might smile with incredulity at such a statement, I can truly 
say that there are few with whom I had to do during my 
residence abroad whom I look more fondly forward to meet- 
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ing in heaven, where many '' shall come from the east and 
from the west, from the north and from the south," than my 
Chinese teacher and friend, whose baptismal name of ''Love^^ 
I myself gave on that first Easter Sabbath. 



Lettee peom Mdlle. Ponsaz. 

Since I wrote last, the number of our pupils in the Zenanas 
has been increasing. We have been obliged to refuse to go 
into some houses, having already too much to do. I have now 
thirty pupils, and the direction of the industrial schools. I 
visit the schools only once a week now, but a native Christian 
woman goes regularly to read to them. My pupils all seem so 
fond of me, and call the day I go, the great day \ it is quite an 
event for them. The most of my pupils live in a little village 
just outside the walls of the city. At first we had only three 
houses open ; but now we have thirteen, and, if I could, I 
would soon have them double. The two days I go there are 
those I like best ; the people seem quite willing to hear the 
Bible, and sometimes, if I don't open the book before I go 
away, they remind me of it. Some of my pupils are reading 
now the History of the Bible in Hindi. It is quite a favourite 
book with them. I hope that it will, with God's help, make 
some impression on their minds to turn their hearts to the 
true Grod and Saviour Jesus Christ. One firstfruit of my 
teaching there is that they have ceased to work on Sundays. 
May they soon come to the knowledge of the truth. Another 
woman was, I believe, well disposed ; but her husband has 
been transplanted to a village at some distance, so that teach- 
ing of any kind is not to be had. Would you remember her 
in your prayers ? We have the promise that the word of 
Grod will not return without eflfect, and His power is just and 
infinite to do much more than our weak faith believes. It 
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is so much more difficult to make any impression on the mind 
of the Mohammedans than on the Hindoos. The former say, 
''We have the same religion ; why should we change ? The 
only difference is our prophets. You say Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God ; that can^t be. God is a pure Spirit, without be- 
ginning and without end, and without family . How can you 
say He had a son? Jesus W6ts a prophet like our Mahommed, 
they were both without sin ; and, if we beheve what we know 
in our faith, we shall be saved as well." They fear to read 
the Bible or any of our books. I asked the reason last week, 
saying, '^ If you read both, you would be able to judge for 
yourselves ; you would find the difference ; and if you are so 
persuaded and sure your faith is the true one, why do you fear 
to read our book?" The woman answered, '^ Your books 
would change us ; we could not resist them ; we know it, 
and that is why we don't read them." The Hindoos at 
once accept Jesus Christ as the Son of God ; b;at they say, 
"Yes, He lived in the old times; now we have another re- 
Ugion." 

We have every Monday evening a sort of Bible reading 
with Mr. and Mrs. Winter, the native clergyman and his 
wife, etc. We are now nine living in the house, so that we 
have quite a large circle. Last evening, Mr. Scott, American 
missionary at Bareilly, came also. I enjoyed very much what 
he said of our personal relations with our Lord. He said that 
just as we felt and was sure of the presence of a dear friend, 
so was the communion of Jesus in our heart ; it must be real 
and positive. I was so happy to think that, by His great 
grace,! had been able to experience it myself, and I thought 
also of the Collect you mentioned in your letter ; may we in- 
deed love Him above all things, knowing His love for us, 
and being sure that His promises are certain and durable for 
ever, passing man's understanding. 

I quite understand Mr. Moffat's feeling ; I would really 
feel homesick if I had to leave my dear pupils ; I don't 
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think I could do it, except with the hope of coming back to 
them. I trust my heavenly Father will grant me a long time 
among them. Do you think it would be wrong to ask for a 
long and useful life ? being ready to accept the contrary, if it 
was His will. There is so much to do when I see the crowds 
in the streets, and so many houses where the sweet name of 
Jesus is still unknown, — I feel so sad. I wish, then, to tell to 
all who could leave their homes for Jesus' sake, ^' Oome and 
help us." The harvest is great, but the labourers are few. 
We are obliged to refuse to go into many houses, having 
already our hands full. We are out from ten to four ; after 
our dinner we generally feel too tired to do much; but we 
either write copies in IJrdoo or Hindi ; we read aloud in turn 
one- of the books we read in our Zenanas, the characters are 
so difficult and puzzling that we are always obliged to read the 
lesson before giving it. I am getting quite fond of the Hin- 
dustanee language. We have the Munshi and Pundit be- 
fore breakfast, from seven ta nine. 

I am thankful to say, except a slight attack of fever, I have 
been quite well all through the hot weather. Now it is really 
delightful weather, neither too hot nor too cold; very different 
from the English November I remember, with its rain and 
fogs ; how nice it would be if we had this weather all the year 
round, with the sweet scent of the acacias I The queen's gar- 
dens are really splendid now ; all the flowers are in full bloom, 
and all look so fresh and green. I generally pass through 
twice a week in going to my school. 

I often wished, during the last month, to know a little of 
medical treatment, there was so much illness and fever among 
the poor natives ; the doctor kindly gave us a bottle of qui- 
nine to distribute, and if we had had three times the quantity, 
we could easily have given it all. It was so sad to see some- 
times four or five in the same house all laid up with burning 
fever. I noticed that a very small portion of quiniue did 
them more good than a larger portion on a European. I know 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Female Missionary Intelligencer, 43 

I need not ask you to pray for us all, and particularly for me. 
I feel how weak I am, how much more love and faith I require 
to go on as I ought to do ; and it is really a great help to 
think that others pray for us for all the blessings and grace 
we need so much. 



iNonnt Lebanon Bap ^d^oold. 

Letter from Miss Watson, 

The two day schools which are within a short distance of us, 
and which we all take it in turns to visit, give us great plea- 
sure. First, to see those whom we taught able to be usef ally 
employed in teaching others ; and, next, to see so many child- 
ren in each, who would otherwise be idling about, taught 
to repeat the blessed Scriptures, which we hope may make 
them wise unto salvation, besides learning what is profitable 
for the present world. Many of the girls are able to work 
very neatly, but it is an expense as well as trouble to pro- 
vide them the work they need ; so if some help could be sent 
them, either in materials or money, it would greatly en- 
courage them to be active in what is useful and profitable for 
them. To-day being the day before Christmas, my brother 
went down early in the morning to examine the two schools, 
taking with him a number of little books as presents. Mam- 
ma followed shortly afterwards with some presents of dolls,< 
etc., sent by Mrs. Daubeny, and needle-books made by the 
girls in the boarding school, together with some shirts (which 
I had bought with the money obtained by the sale of the 
flowers) cut and prepared, to be sewed by the girls after the 
Christmas vacation. She found the first school, at Ainanoob, 
decorated with evergreens of various kinds, intermingled with 
flowers and red berries, festooned round the room, and over 
the map and pictures, looking really tasteful and pretty. The 
teachers neatly dressed alike, and the scholars all in their best^ 
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to the number of from thirty- six to forty, were quite smart, ex- 
cept those who were too poor. The examination began at nine 
o^clock. A Druse Sheik, a Christian EflTendi, and two masters 
of the Armenian schools, together with some of the parents, 
and many other persons, were present, who listened to what 
was going on with interest. After one of the girls had read 
her composition on truth and lying, which was full of Scrip- 
ture quotations, mamma took the opportunity of addressing 
them all on the value of truth, hoping every one present 
"would love truth, and hate falsehood in every shape. The 
priest's mother, on seeing the things brought for the children, 
lifted up her hands and eyes with wonder and admiration, 
and blessed mamma over and over again for giving them the 
school, and caring so much for them. Mamma then went on 
to the other school, and, during her absence, the Druse Sheik, 
above mentioned, arose and expressed his great satisfaction 
that such a school should have been established in his village, 
'^ for which,'' he said, " we are very grateful to the lady who 
has given it to us." In B'Shamoon, the next village, mam- 
ma found the teachers dressed the same as the others, and 
ready waiting. The room was there also tastefully decorated, 
with the addition of branches of green oranges and lemons j 
and as my brother could not leave the other school till one 
o'clock, mamma began to examine the little ones, who all did 
very well. One little thing who could not speak plainly, re- 
peated, ^^ Let Uttle children comQ unto Me," etc. ; and " Seek, 
and ye shall find " — without hesitation. Another, on being 
questioned after one of the answers in the Catechism, as to 
how she knew that Christ would receive sinners, quickly re- 
peated the verses in Matthew xi. 28-30. 

Half the children are Druses, and all learn alike; some of the 
Druse ladies were present, who came expressly to see mamma. 
When my brother arrived, the Sheik of the village, and a 
Druse Beg, and several others, besides fathers and mothers, 
came into the school, and before he commenced the examina- 
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tion, lie said, ^^We are accustomed to begin with prayer/^ 
when lie rose, and all with him, and offered a very earnest 
prayer for the children and parents, and all in the village, that 
a blessing might rest on them, and on the school, and on what 
was taught in it. After which the examination commenced, 
and terminated successfully, when the presents were distri- 
buted, and refreshments handed round to the visitors, as at 
Ainanoob, We intend, if possible, to go down to Beyrout 
during the week of prayer, as the greater part of our girls 
will go home for a fortnight^s vacation ; but as the weather 
is very stormy, it is uncertain. A few days^ ago I received a 
very nice letter from Luchla/r Nachley, a former pupil in the 
Sidon school, expressing her gratitude to mamma, and to the 
kind lady who sent her cotton, etc., for the school. She now 
teaches in a day school not far from the church, and has fifty 
scholars. 



Cratntng ^r^ool tiir &ivli, Cmts(tantuu)ple^ 

By Mrs. Newman. 

(Abridged from the First Annual Be^ort.) 

One bright September afternoon, a lady was seated at work 
under a shady vine which grew on the mission premises at 
Haskioy. Pour girls, from nine to eleven years of age, were 
stitching away with hearty good-will to make some new 
dresses, and three yonnger children were playing close by at 
horses. One girl said, '^ Mademoiselle, I*se now a nice new 
frock, my first new frock I^se ever had. When Fse at homo, 
my mother go to the singing place in fine clothes, with smell 
for her hair, and powder to her face; she put me on old 
clothes, and send me out in the street to nurse the baby. 
Tse so bad girl then, I bite and kick, and swear at the boys, 
they fright at me.'^ 

The lady, with a suppressed smile, answered, ''Indeed, 
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Biftra^ I am very sorry to hear it j but those days are past^ 
and now you are going to be a good girl/' 

^^ Yes, mademoiselle, I'se very good girl now, and got a 
new frock/' 

And it was true what Riftra had said of herself, ^' I'se so 
bad girl then ;'' so bad was she when brought to us, that she 
was truly the terror of even street boys. She had had a bad 
example set her, and had grown up so wild that at home they 
could not manage her. Her father and mother, when they 
now come to see her, cannot realize she is the same girl, and 
say they thought when we found out what she was, that we 
should send her away. 

She is but one example from many other girls in Constanti- 
nople. At home, they are neglected, beaten, and half-starved, 
until they become veritable little savages. K there is a baby 
to nurse, they are turned out into the street to nurse it. In 
many cases the mother spends what money she can get on 
herself, and goes to places of amusement, so that the children 
who have parents are almost as badly off as those who have 
none. This applies especially to families living in the capital; 
but everywhere in the Bast girls are sadly neglected, and 
we feel how much need there is to be '^ up and doing '' on 
their behalf. 

The object of the Training School is to take these poor 
children, to bring them first to a knowledge of Jesus as their 
Saviour, and then to fit them for some useful occupation in 
Hfe. 

The wMi to commence this work first suggested itself 
during the cholera of 1865, when numbers of orphan children 
were brought to the mission-house ; at that time we were un- 
able to receive them, and it was not until a year ago that the 
Training School was fairly started. At the close of 1871 I 
was called to England to the death-bed of a dear mother; and 
when she had fallen asleep in Jesus, and my last, loving duty 
to her was finished, then I began to think that the time had 
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arrived to be doing sometldiig for the poor little ^^ street 
Arabs ^^ of Constantinople, in order to gather these wander- 
ers into the fold of the Good Shepherd. Wherever I went I 
told my tale, and every day prayed that God would put it into 
the hearts of my friends to help me ; and the answer came. 
Before I left England I had £61 to start with, besides a pro- 
mise of £50 from the London Society for Promoting Chris- 
tianity amongst the Jews ; a box of work from the Society 
for Promoting Female Education in the East; and the further 
promise from several kind friends to send clothing for the 
children. 

Then the greatest need came. What could I do with the 
children unless I had some one to live with them and take 
charge of them ? I must find some one to take the direction 
of the Home. This want was also taken to that gracious 
Saviour who has said, *^ Whatsoever ye ask in prayer, be- 
lieving, ye shall receive/^ and now I will tell you how He 
answered this prayer. I was in London during the May 
Meetings of 1872 ; at the meeting of the London Jews^ So- 
ciety, a lady also was present who was preparing to engage 
in mission work in India. As she listened to the speakers, 
her heart seemed drawn to the Jewish cause, and she felt 
how much she would like to work amongst God's chosen 
people ; but it had been decided she should go to Lidia, so 
she said nothing about it, and only prayed that wherever God 
had work for her to do, there He would send her. We must 
have been near each other at that meeting, though we did 
not know it at the time. Soon after, I saw a friend and told 
her my need ; she knew this lady, and felt how suited she 
was for the work. A meeting was arranged, which led to 
Miss Maetin* coming to Constantiuople to take charge of the 
Training School, and she it was who was helping the chil- 
dren to make their dresses under the viae at Haskioy. 

* She was sent out by the Society for Promoting Female Educa- 
tion in the East. 
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On Thursday, September 5, 1 872, the first girl was brought 
to us. Her mother came with her, bringing a letter of re- 
commendation from a lady in Smyrna. Her family had lived 
there, but the father removed with them to Varna to find 
work, and there being no school for girls in the place, the 
mother, who is superior to many of her class, was anxious to 
place the girl where she would receive a good education. 
At first I had not intended taking any over ten years or under 
four. Eachel was eleven, but she seemed such a bright, in- 
telligent girl, and the mother so anxious that we should receive 
her, that I could not refuse her. 

But Miss Martin had not yet arrived from England, and I 
did not expect her for about a month ; so I told the mother if 
she could put Rachel anywhere to be taken care of until that 
time we would receive her, but in the meantime she must write 
to the father asking his permission, and stating that he must 
sign a contract not to take her away for three years, nor to 
interfere with her, but if we wished it, we were to send her 
home again at the end of any year. This latter clause was 
put in, in case our funds failed. A similar agreement is to be 
made with each child, as it would be very discouraging just 
when a girl was beginning to profit by the training, that the 
parents or friends should take her away for some reason of 
their own ; and it will be seen how necessary this precaution 
was. 

To our surprise, on September 8th, Miss Martin arrived. 

To Bachel's great delight she was told she might come in 
a week. It took the whole of the week to pass the things 
through the custom-house. Then we put up two iron bed- 
steads that had come from England; mattresses we had none, 
but blankets did just as well. There was no furniture, but, on 
September 1 6th, Miss Martin and Rachel slept in the Home 
for the first time, so we may say it was fairly started on that 
date. 
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THE CEDABS OF LEBANON. 



Cfte Celrarsf of iCrtanom 

We are kindly permitted by Mr. Jenner to reproduce his 
illustration of the well-known Cedars, from his work, "That 
Goodly Mountain/' as our engraving for this month. Our 
readers have so long been interested in the schools on Mount 
Lebanon, that this view will be welcomed by them, especially 
as Miss Watson's paper respecting them in our last number 
will be fresh in their minds. 

VOL. XVI. E 
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[Miss Davidson, Missionary of the Society for Promoting 
Female Education in the East, assists Mrs. Daiible in her 
Zenana work, and in visiting the Zenana Schools. She has 
thus written respecting the latter in the local Church Mis- 
sionary Eeport.] 

Threeof theseare Zenana Schools attended by seventy-eight 
Mohammedan girls and women. For each School a Auly has to 
to be kept, in which the pupils are daily carried to the School. 
The teachers are Mohammedan begums, who, like the pupils, 
are strict 'pardanasMn.^ 

^' The Bdjd-kd'Bdzdr school contains at the present time 
twenty-three scholars. Some months ago it was found neces- 
sary to transfer the school to another building not very far 
distanb from the old school-house. Owing to this, several of 
the old pupils gradually dropped off, and have been succeeded 
by others who live nearer the present locality. Three of 
the scholars, one a woman of about thirty, the other two girls 
of some fourteen or fifteen years of age, read remarkably well, 
and are in every respect far in advance of the other pupils. 
But this can easily be accounted for by the fact that they 
have regularly attended the school for the last four or five 
years, — a far longer period than native girls generally remain 
at school, on account of the very early marriages which so 
frequently take place amongst them. Two or three of the 
others have been almost as long, but either on account of 
sickness, irregularity of attendance, or want of diligence, 
their progress has been far more slow and gradual. The great 
facility with which Mohammedan pupils remain at home on the 
slightest pretext is most astonishing. A bath, the passing visit 
of a friend, sleeping a little beyond the usual hour in the morn- 
ing ; these, and a variety of other and equally trivial' excuses, 
are more than sufficient to account for the non-appearance of 

* i.e., literally, sitters hehvnd the cvHain, kept in close seclusion. 
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a Bcholar. When in addition to these^ hindrances of a more 
weighty nature are taken into consideration, such as intervals 
of sickness, occasional visits of days or even weeks to friends 
or relatives living in other parts of the city, and the spend- 
ing, which many of them do regularly every year, soi^etimes 
months together in their native villages : it may easily be 
conjectured what innumerable and great drawbacks there are 
to anything like rapid advancement in the way of learning. 

The MavtHm Qanj school numbers twenty-six pupils, several 
'of these are adults. Amongst their number are two or three 
women who have been members of the school for the last 
year and a half, and who are anxious to be employed by 
Grovemment as teachers in native girls^ schools either in 
Lucknow or elsewhere. Of the three who have applied for 
employment in this way, two will probably see their wishes 
gratified, and are likely to prove useful and capable teachers. 
Their education has been for the most part carried on from 
an early age within their own homes and under the auspices 
of their husbands and fathers j but the wish to improve 
themselves yet further induced them to come to school. On 
the part of the women there are many real obstacles to any- 
thing like regular and punctual attendance, as they are often 
compelled to remain at home simply because there is no one 
else to leave in charge of the house; or they have to hurry back 
before school-hours are over, to cook their husband's food, etc. 
And when they do come they are often reduced to the necessity 
of bringing their infants with them, to the great detriment 
of quietness and order. Still with reference to the married 
women one must relax the rules of the school a little, other- 
wise they would have to remain at home altogether. About 
a year ago, in the removal by marriage of a young girl to quite 
another part of the town, the school lost one of its best and 
brightest scholars. She went, as is customary, to live in the 
house of her father-in-law, and I quite thought that we had 
seen our last of her ; greatly, however, to my surprise and 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



52 Female Missionary Intelligencer. 

pleasure, a few weeks ago I recognised her familiar face 
amongst those of the other scholars. In answer to a few in- 
quiries, she said, joyfully, that now that she had come back for 
awhile to her mother's house and her old home, she would 
be able to attend school once more. She complained of all 
her school-books having been stolen from her soon after her 
marriage, and that as a natural consequence she had forgotten, 
much of what she had previously learnt ; but she is so steady 
and anxious to get on, that she will I am sure soon make up 
for the late months of cessation from study. 

The Banjdri Volah school is of far more recent date than 
the other two, it having been opened not much more than a 
year and a half ago. The school contains at the present 
juncture twenty-seven scholars. The teacher is a vigorous- 
minded old lady, who keeps the school in excellent order for a 
native ; but in her rule the element of fear is allowed to pre- 
ponderate a little too much over that of love ; harsh words 
and threats being introduced rather of tener than is either de- 
sirable or necessary. But as she constantly assures me that 
the children are very fond of her, we must rest satisfied that 
they understand one another. Considering the not very long 
existence of the school, she has got on her pupils very credit- 
ably. Several girls who at the commencement could neither 
recognise one letter from another, nor write a stroke, can read 
nicely now, and write fairly. The pext are at diflerent and 
less advanced stages of reading and writing. Of course the 
number of those who have made any great progress are com- 
paratively few; the listless, apathetic scholars easily out- 
numbering, especially in an Eastern school, the bright and 
satisfactory ones. Many of the girls too, during the past year, 
have ceased coming from one cause or another, and have been 
succeeded by new ones, who, like theirpredecessors, were guilt- 
less of knowing anything whatsoever on their arrival, and 
then all the first uphill drudgery work has had to be gone 
through again from the very beginning. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Female Missionary Intelligencer, S3 

They are all pretty familiar now with the miracles and chief 
events in the life of Christ. Any chapter in the course of 
reading, either from the ^ Peep of Day ' or ' Barth^s Bible 
Stories,'- which they do not happen to remember very clearly, 
being read and re-read until they can answer easily and readily 
any and every question put to them on the subject in hand. 
A coloured Scripture print greatly delights them ; and they 
will often examine with the greatest minuteness the smallest 
diflference in the shape or colour of a garment, or the differ- 
ence in profiles of one face from another, connected with any 
of the figures represented in the picture. They much enjoy 
a little singing too : it makes a pleasant break on their usually 
very monotonous, humdrum style of learning, and enlivens 
them. 

I must not forget to add that a Christian woman visits each 
school twice a week, in order to teach any of the scholars who 
may feel inclined- to learn, how to knit stockings, crochet, etc.^^ 
etc. 

The latter remarks refer equally to all the schools. '^ 



Craminff ^rfeool for ^I'rfe, Consftantmople* 

By Mrs. Newman. 
(Gontinued frmn jpage 48). 
The second girl we received was Leah. Her father was a 
very poor man, and her mother had died in the cholera. She 
had two brothers much older than herself, but they and the 
father went away to work, so that poor Leah was left to run 
about the streets all day. 

When she came to us she was in rags, and in a deplorable 
condition ; her clothes being only fit for the fire. For pro- 
bably the first time in her life the poor child was washed 
thoroughly clean, and dressed in garments provided by our 
kind friends in England. Two months after this Leah would 
not have been known for the same girl. Her father looked 
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at her in astonishment : she is now clean, rosy, and bright ; 
not very quick at her book, but neat and handy in the house, 
and her father most thankful for the care which has been 
taken of her* The rule is that he may visit her once a 
month; but he often comes to the door and gives her a 
packet of sweets, telling her to be* a good girl, and then goes 
quietly away. A.s long as he gives no more trouble, we do 
not like to deny him so small a pleasure : the brothers never 
come near, nor seem to care for her in the least. 

When she first came, she was constantly telling lies and 
using bad language, for it is frightful to hear the words used 
by these poor children. So one day when her father came, 
I called her to him, and told him about it. "Don^t you 
know,^^ he said, " lies donHpass with the Protestants ! I told 
you before you came you must speak the truth to them. 
We tell lies, but never try it on here.^^ And this was his 
idea of the sin of a lie : not that it would offend a just God, 
but it did not pass with the Protestants. 

The third admitted was Malkunah ; her mother is dead, 
and the father being now alone, and working in Stamboul, 
he begged that we would take her. She has an old grand- 
mother, and two sisters who are married, but they constantly 
ill-used the child, and when the father was away gave her 
no food, but left her to run about the streets. At first I was 
unwilling to take her, knowing the grandmother to be a 
fanatical old woman ; but the father assured us she was too 
old to move or come near us, and no one should interfere 
with the child. She, like poor Leah, was very filthy, and 
had to be put in a bath and clothed entirely. Though only 
seven years old, she is a very fanatical child, and a bitter 
enemy of Christianity. The other day, she nearly tore the 
clasp off Miss Martin's Bible, because she thought it re- 
sembled a cross ; and a cross the children picked up when 
out for a walk, she spit upon. She is a quick little thing, 
and most anxious to help in the house : nothing delighting 
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her more than to stand at a tub with a few dusters to wash, 
as she fancies she is then helping. Miss Martin has put all 
the door-handles under her care to keep bright ; and to show 
how quickly children begin to understand and learn, the 
other day, when poming from their walk, she and Leah re- 
marked how dirty the knockers and door-handles were of 
the houses they passed, and said they would like to clean 
them all. Leah has charge of the tins, and keeps them 
beautifully bright. 

The next little one we admitted was Bosie. She is a lov- 
ing little thing of six years old, whose father is a very old 
man, whom her mother has left. She brought Bosie to us 
because she could not keep her in the house where she was 
living. As soon as the father heard the child was with us, 
he came to say how glad he was, and wanted to see her. 
But Bosie had always been taught to hate her father, and the 
moment she heard his voice, ran away screaming, to hide 
herself under the bed ; it was all Miss Martin could do to 
pacify her and bring her to him. He himself oflFered to sign 
a contract for as long as we would keep her. He is an in- 
offensive man, his only crime being, in the mother^s eyes, that 
he is old, so she has left him for some one else : it was one 
of those ill- sorted Eastern marriages, where a young girl is 
married to an old man. But Bosie has now learned to love 
. her father, and he comes occasionally to see her and bring 
her presents. 

Bella, seven years old, is another dear little child. I don't 
know there is much to be said about her, more than that her 
parents are poor. She is very loving and happy, and will 
cry if, when she is naughty. Miss Martin threatens to send 
her away. She says, at home her father kept a stick to beat 
her, but now he brings her presents. She, too, is learning 
the fifth commandment. 

Mina, the youngest, five years, is the pet of everybody. 
She is no trouble ; for as soon as she is dressed and has said 
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her prayers, she is sent into the yard to play, and is heard of 
no more, unless brought in wet through, for her great diver- 
sion is swimming her shoes on a tub of water. This child^s 
mother was formerly in the school of the London Society at 
Tartaola, and is an example of the good they have done in 
breaking down prejudice. One day, when some of the parents 
had been to see the children, and were talking together, one 
woman said she was very happy her child was so well taken 
care of, the only thing she feared was she would become a 
Protestant. " Well,^^ replied Mina^s mother, " the Protest- 
ants are better than we ; if we were only as good as the 
Protestants, we^d do. The husband of this poor woman has 
been for some time in the hospital at Odessa; incurable. 

Pepina and Riftra, who make up the seven at present ad- 
mitted, are both big girls of eleven and nine years. They 
were, like the others, very ignorant and dirty, but are falling 
into the rules of the Home. At first, it was very diflScult to 
make either the children or their parents understand the 
necessity of order and regular habits ; the former would come 
at all times to see them, instead of at the stated periods (the 
rule is once a month), and the children were most irregular, 
but now the others have been got into order, the new-comers 
will easily fall in. 

I will now give the routine of a day : — Eise at six o^ clock; 
till seven, washing, dressing, and private prayer. Seven to 
eight, making beds and other household work. Eight o^clock, 
family prayer and breakfast. Half -past eight, household work 
and preparation for school. Nine o'clock, school lessons till 
twelve. In summer, twelve to half -past, cold baths. In win- 
ter, during that half-hour, wash faces, comb hair, and play. 
Half-past twelve to one, dinner. Quarter-past one to four for 
Tieedlework. In summer, walk from half-past six to eight. 
In winter, walk from four to half -past five. Supper at six, 
play till seven. Seven to eight, learning lessons and mend- 
ing clothes. Eight o'clock, prayers and bed. 
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The poor children had never been accustomed to pray ; now 
theelder girls each kneel beside their beds, morning and even- 
ing, while the little ones repeat the Lord^s Prayer and ^* Gen- 
tle Jesus ^' at Miss Martinis knee. When Pepina came, she 
laughed at the others when they knelt down, and asked Ra- 
chel why they did so. Eaxjhel told her they asked God for 
what they wanted. ^^ But why do you kneel down ?" " Be- 
cause when you ask God for anything it is the proper posi- 
tion/' Eachel will take the new-comers, and kneel down with 
them beside their beds, teach them the Lord's Prayer, and 
then to ask God for what they want. As I said before, she 
has been well brought up, having been in a Mission school in 
Smyrna before coming to us. Soon after she came, she told 
me she did not believe the New Testament, because it was 
full of tales made up by Christians. ^^ Then do you believe 
in the Old Testament ? That may be made up just the same.'' 
^^ Oh, no," she said, ^^ the Bible was written by men taught 
of God." " Then, Eachel," I said, '' so was the New Testa- 
ment ; you cannot separate the one from the other." We had 
a long conversation on the Messiah being the Lord Jesus, but 
she was very bitter in persisting that He was an impostor. 

Some months afterwards, as she sat reading the New Tes- 
tament in Spanish with Miss Martin, she said, in English, — 

" Mademoiselle, I do think the Jews' religion is all wrong." 

" Why do you think so, Eachel ?" 

"Because," she replied, "they make foolish things; I 
think I should like to give up the Jews' religion." 

" Suppose, Eachel, you did give up the Jewish faith, and 
your father and mother were to send you away from them 
and persecute you, what then ? You are young yet." 

"I am old enough," she said, " to know which is the right 
way ; and I can work and support myself." 

May she indeed be led to a knowledge of Jesus as her Sa- 
viour ! Were I to record all the remarks and conversation of 
these children, it would surprise many of our friends in Bng- 
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land ; they show minds of very great intelligence, and lead 
us to hope that their daily lessons in the Scriptures have not 
been Jearned in vain, but are as seed cast into a soft, impres- 
sive soil, and that by watching and tending these young plants 
of the Lord Jesus, they will grow up strong, and ready to with- 
stand any storm of persecution that may hereafter assail them. 



iJflore Cftrmgs from ^ajaretj^^ 

By Miss McK . 

I PEEL it is only due to my dear Christian friends of the Com- 
mittee to place before them, if I can, the moral and spiritual 
aspect of their work here as it now stands, and to make them 
sharers in my own intense joy and thankfulness, that nowhere 
can the festival have been kept with more cordial goodwill 
and more peace and unanimity of feeling amongst the pro- 
fessing floick than at Nazareth. Your work here has not beei 
" in vain in the Lprd ; ^' nor have I any hesitation in saying 
that in all the wide tange of the Society^s schools, and the 
immense diversity in their character and object, is there one 
more deserving a prayerful interest and liberal support than 
ours here. 

I was especially pleased yesterday with a visit I had froin 
six young men of the congregation who are assiduous in at- 
tending a prayer-meeting and keep up a Bible Class amongst 
themselves, with the aid of the native pastor, during Mr. Zel- 
ler's absence, and in all respects, are the hope of the little 
Church and community here, from their earnestness and in- 
telligence. They also expressed the pleasure they had in see- 
ing the school *^ walking to church.^^ 

Miss Challis and Miss Tanner take great pains in teach- 
ing the children to make their things and look neat, — ^a most 
important talent in a country like this; and the young 
teachers from Shemlan are most zealous in making the girls 
brush and comb and arrange their hair properly. 

There were enough dolls to give the day-scholars each one 
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on breaking-up the other day. I asked the ladies of the place 
to be present, and they came; and Mrs. Zeller yielded to my 
request to give them away, as she could speak to them and 
I could not ; which she did, and we had a very merry gather- 
ing. Last evening we were all asked to Dr. Vartan^s, he giv- 
ing some chemical experiments, and exhibiting a magic lan- 
tern to his students and other persons invited, among whom 
were the Cadi, andagreatGreek sheik, who invited themselves ; 
but it was a unique occasioa, and it was kind to ask the school. 
When the lights were being lowered in preparation, the doc- 
tor asked the children to sing ; jand they struck up, " All hail 
the power of Jesus' name,'' which had a touching effect, I 
assure you ; again, at the close, they sang, so they contri- 
buted their share to the enjoyment of the night. 

I wish there were time to go into the details of our Christ- 
mas fare, as it was of great interest to me to see the operations 
in the kitchen, the single luxury the children can conceive 
of being the kiheyy which is eaten universally on Christmas- 
day, unless by the poorest; hence the eldergirls are all practised 
in preparing it, as well as certain cakes special to the season. 
Wheat prepared in a certain way, and meat cut small, with a 
seasoning of onions, pepper, and salt, are pounded in a large 
stone mortar for many hours — the girls squatting on the floor 
and taking it in turns, till the finest paste comes out ; and 
swimming in, samen, or native butter, the fat of bullocks, is 
sent to the public ©ven to be done in a broad thinnish cake 
cut into small squares.* No roast beef of Old England could 
possibly be feasted on with more relish, or prepared with more 
glee, than this Mbeyy which will sound to you so little sump- 
tuous ; but probably it is a very ancient dish, and here, where 
nothing changes, is associated with the deepest national feel- 
ings, like our Scotch haggis. In any case, the girls have con- 
sidered themselves amply regaled. 

(To he continued.) 

* A friend asks whether a similar dish to this may not be alluded 
to in Deut. xxxii. 14.-rED. 
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Cfte Contrasft 

The figure we now give is the one we promised last month, 
from the photograph sent by Mrs. Greenstock, of one of her 
Boarding- School girls at St. Matthew^ s, KaflBrland. The child 
certainly presents a strong contrast to the heathen KafiSr 
women whose likenesses we gave last month. 

By Miss M. L. Whately, Cairo. 
Second Fajper.* 

It was well remarked to me by a friend interested in the 

Lord^s work in whatever land, that a very large number of 

so-called Christians are, in reality, only baptized heathens, 

* The first appeared in the miinber for August, 1873. 
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whose ancestors had adopted the Christian faith partially and 
outwardly, but adhered to many of their old heathen super- 
stitions all the time, and bequeathed them to their descend- 
ants. The terror of the evil eye, and the modes used to avert 
its supposed dangers, are evidently specimens of retained 
heathenism, rather than anything invented since the entrance 
of Christianity. 

I mentioned a few of these ways of deprecating the evil 
eye in a former letter, and a few more may not be without 
interest. Perhaps one istheburning of incense in thepresence 
of a young infant (for whom the mother is specially afraid 
from having lost its predecessor) immediately after the visit 
of anyone outside the family, even if it be an old acquaintance. 
This plan was followed for more than a month by a young 
woman we know. She employed a ^^ wise woman,^^ who was a 
Mohammedan, for the purpose. When the first few weeks of 
infancy were safely over, slie began to relax a little ; but 
charms were fastened to the child^s head and side, to protect 
him. And the poor foolish creature looked uneasy, the only 
times he ventured out to visit us, if any one looked as if in- 
clined to pronounce her treasure a fine boy ! Luckily he was 
by no means so attractive as to be in danger of excessive ad- 
miration ; but the old Arab proverb says, ^^ In the eyes of his 
mother, the monkey is a gazelle.^^ 

This reminds me of another ridiculous superstition, evi- 
dently derived from the pld Egyptian adoration of animals, 
and especially of their favourite — the monkey-god, of which so 
many figures are found among the antiquities here. A wealthy 
and respectable Coptic woman, whose elder daughter, now 
married and settled at a distance, was once our scholar, had 
the happiness of being the mother of a little son, this autumn. 
Her two former boys having died, and she having none but 
daughters, and not being young, the event was one of extreme 
joy, in secreiy for no one dared to express exultation, or even 
gratitude to God, openly; and had I not known the ways of 
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the people, I should have supposed she was sorry at the little 
fellow^s arrival. After a couple of months, I received a 
message from her, to ask my advice. Her baby cried more 
than babies should, and seemed less thriving than at first. 
Her friends had counselled her to buy a monkey, and keep it 
in the house, as this would certainly divert the evil eye from 
the child, and he would soon be as hearty as before. " It 
wiU cost more than twenty francs to purchase a monkey/' she 
said, " but i£ the 8iit also advises the plan, I will procure one 
at once.'' It is hardly needful to say I begged her to try a 
simple domestic remedy instead, which would cost about a 
penny, and then, if I failed, to send for a respectable physi- 
cian, and be guided by him. 

Another favourite superstition is, to leave a person attacked 
by ophthalmia (the prevalent malady of the country) for two 
days without any remedy ; and then, if not better, a doctor 
may be consulted, or eye-water, etc., be applied. This is 
losing ground, I think, and hope, as we are not unfrequently 
applied to for ^^ eye-medicine" when the attack is recent; but 
it still prevails sufficiently to cause a great deal of suffering 
that might be avoided, for there seems hardly any disease so 
important to take in time, and, doubtless, many poor children 
have lost their sight from this folly. One form of eye com- 
plaint which is very frequent, is redness inside the lids, and 
for this a common practice is to hang a thread of red cornelian 
or coral from the forehead, as a charm to divert the mischief 
from the eye, '^ Because, you see," a woman said to me one 
day, when I wondered at this troublesome appendage to her 
daughter's face, ^^ the red colour is so like the eyelid in ap- 
pearance it will by degrees take it away." ^^I doubt it," was 
the reply, ^^ and you had better instead ask the doctor for eye- 
water, and entreat God's blessing on it. Depend on it, this 
is your best plan." We do not so often see these red beads 
dangling over the noses of scholars as when I first com- 
menced the school, I am happy to say. 
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The priests who pretend to be the teachers of the people, 
and ought to try and cure them of trusting in charms, are, 
unhappily, the very people who most encourage them. Only 
last summer, one of our Coptic teachers was suffering with 
a headache ; and though she knew better, she let herself be 
over-persuaded to accept the offer of the priest to write her 
a paper which, if she obeyed his direction, was, he said, a 
certain cure. She was first to wear it round her neck, and 
then, when a little better, to wash off the ink, and, I think, 
the water was to be drunk. She actually paid him a gold 
piece (twenty francs in value) for this paper, and had it round 
her neck when she came to school. Her head was not as yet 
any better, however. Mrs. Shakoor fortunately espied the 
mysterious paper, and by a little questioning, got at the whole 
history. ^^ And what is this paper ?^^ she asked. '^ He said, the 
Psalms or part of a Psalm,^^ was the reply. The Copts have 
a special reverence for the Psalms, although too often re- 
peating them without the remotest idea of their meaning. 
After some argument, the young woman was induced to let 
the paper be opened; and lo ! no Psalm, not a word was there, 
but a number of crosses and round O's, with some letters at 
random with no meaning at all to them 1 ^^ There ! you see 
how the man has tricked you ; not that the Psalms written 
down would cure the headache ; but he told you a lie when he 
pretended it was a Psalm. The whole is an imposition to get 
your money ! ^^ Her friend went on to show her her folly and 
sin in yielding to the persuasion used to her, knowing, as she 
did, something of the Gospel and of the truth ; and I trust 
she will be wiser in future, and not waste her money in such 
away. 

More recently still, a little child, being ill with infant con- 
vulsions, the silly parents, at the priest^s advice, dragged it 
out to the church late in the evening, and in weather which, for 
Egypt, is extremely cold, — at all events, sufl&ciently so to be 
a great risk to a sick infant. In the draughty stone-paved 
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church the poor little creature was held while crosses were 
made over it, and prayer, and I Isnow not what besides, re- 
peated over it ; aud when thoroughly chilled, it was brought 
home, to have, as might have been expected, another fit ; and 
it is not very likely to recover. 

It is a comfort, amid all this darkness and superstition, to 
see gleams of light ; and one gleam that, I hope, will expand, 
by God^s grace, to a bright light one day, is that a number 
of the more educated and influential of the Copts are banded 
together in a union, the object of which is, to reform their 
church and take away the power of the priests. But I for- 
bear to say more on this subject till I know more accurately 
what this movement means, and how far the members are 
really "valiant for the truth,^^ and ready to drive out the 
many corruptions of the Church planted by St. Mark, but 
which he would scarcely now recognise. Meantime, we need 
the prayer and support of all Christians who have a thought 
to spare for this distant land. Nothing would more help to 
drive out superstition from families than intelligent, well- 
taught, Christian wives for the younger men, who might be very 
different from the silly women of whom we have too often to 
tell. Our little boarding-school, or home, would accommo- 
date more than my six, if we had means. 

Another time I shall hope to tell you a few details about 
our girls, and how we manage ; but you have so many school 
accounts from different places that I am afraid there is not 
much of novelty in anything I can tell. At all events, I feel 
the first point is to relate to our friends the kind of difficulties 
we have to deal with, and so describe the sort of people out 
of whom the scholars are taken. As the Mohammedans 
form the majority in Egypt, and a great many of our scholars 
are among them, I will (d.v.) write down some of the super- 
stitions peculiar to them- when I have leisure. 
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By Mes. Bishop. 

You will be glad to hear that it has pleased the Lord to con- 
tinue to prosper the little work in which I am engaged^ and 
for which your Committee has aflPorded me such valuable aid. 
It is now a little over a year since the Hindi! Girls^ School 
in Cottyam was opened with three pupils ; now the number is 
FORTY- THREE. The average daily attendance for the last three 
months has been twenty-fov/r, and is steadily increasing ; the 
presiBnt month is twenty -eight. This we consider very fair, 
as the girls are all of high caste, and there are so many feast- 

VOL. XVI. F 
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days and Dative hoKdays in every month. Oar work is still 
of a very delicate character. The children are shy, and their 
parents and friends are very superstitious ; we have to proceed 
with great caution. However, we could not conscientiously 
carry on the work without teaching the truth as it is in Jesus 
to the dear children. They have oral lessons from '' Peep of 
Day/^ and the R. T. S. Scripture Prints, and they read a 
simple little book called '^ The AngePs Message.^' As soon 
as they have learned to read fairly, we shall put the word of 
God into their hands, and have daily Bible lessonfl. With 
regard to the secular instruction, our first object is to teach 
the children to read in their own tongue ; they do not know 
even their letters when they come tons. We have daily lessons 
in arithmetic, writing, and dictation, and once or twice a week 
elementary geography and object lessons. The object lessons 
I find of great value in teaching the children to observe and 
thmk. We have a Christian matron to assist in the School, 
and she seems completely to have now the afiections. of the 
pupils ; this is a cause of great thankfulness, for we believe 
she will exert a great influence on these heathen little girls. 
Through God's overruling Providence we are moeh helped 
by the Tahsildar of Oottyam, who is a very enlightened man 
(though a HindA) and anxious to promote female education. 
Last month, he and some of the leading native gentlemen in 
Oottyami subscribed twenty-five rupees to purchase clothes 
to be given away as prizes to those girls whose attendance at 
School had been satisfactory during the last quarter. On the 
day appointed for the distribution of prizes, our small school- 
room was crowded with native visitors (Brahmins and Nairs). 
As this was the first occasion of the kind, we thought it pru- 
dent to hold the meeting in a quiet way ; therefore we did not 
invite our European friends. The next step we are anxious 
to take is to buy the piece of ground on which our school 
stands, and build a cheap but commodious schoolroom. For 
this we hope to collect subscriptions in England and India ; 
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and then I trust the Cottyam HindA Girls' School will be 
fully established. The expenses of the School at present are 
about £2 10«. a month (by some mistake this amount was 
wrongly copied into the Intelligencer for July). Do you 
think your Committee will feel disposed to help us by a small 
anwual grant ? Then I think we might try to extend our 
work. There is a good opening for a Branch School about two 
miles from our present one, at a place where there is a large 
population of Brahmins and Nairs. The great difficulty is 
there is no building available for a schoolroom ; however, 
there is a splendid site for a house on a hill situated between 
the two pagodas of Ka/rapma and Villv/r, which we should be 
glad to occupy, if the state of our funds would admit it. I 
enclose a sketch of our School-house, and a few extracts from 
my note-book, which perhaps may interest you. 

(To he continued,) 



a letter from ^togapore^ 

[We are kindly permitted by Miss Cooke to print the fol- 
lowing touching letter, addressed to her by one of her 
Chinese pupils at Singapore. We may truly rejoice with 
our beloved friend at this proof that her labour '^is not in 
vain in the Lord.^^] 

'^Singapore, January 28th, 1874. My dearest Miss, — ^I 
hope you will be pleased to hear about Moy. Last Monday 
night when we were working she asked me lots of questions 
about the Lord Jesus, which she did not know, and also of 
the second coming of Christ, how the wise virgins were 
taken up with Him, and the foolish were left. I explained 
to her all about the ten virgins. She seemed very serious as 
she was working and questioning ; she said to me, — ^ If we 
believe in the Lord Jesus, canH we be saved without bap- 
tism V I said, ^ Yes, we can be saved ; but if we believe and 
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love the Lord Jesus, we must show our faith and love by 
doing what He wants us to do, because Christ has appointed 
baptism, and was baptized Himself. And/ I said, ' baptism 
is the outward sign of the inward and spiritual grace. We 
cannot be saved by it, unless our hearts are changed by the 
Holy Spirit of God.' I said, ' If a person who does not 
know about God were dying, and he heard about Jesus and 
believed, he is saved in that moment. But those who know 
so long about Him, and will not believe in Him, and [are] 
ashamed to be His disciples, the time will come when God 
will not have them, though they cry to Him.' I think God 
has begun to work in Moy's heart. I hope one day she will 
become a Christian. We cannot expect her to be good at 
once when we think of what she was when she first came to 
school; and how very diflFerent she is now ! Pray God that 
He may send His Holy Spirit as floods upon this School, 
that many children may be taught to know and love the 
Lord Jesus. I hope you are quite well, dear Miss. Bibilc, 
Loam, Choon, Bin, In, Liny May, join me in best love to you, 
dear Miss. Tours faithfully, 

W. Chitnio. 



M^xt Cfinngss from ^ajaretl^^ 

By Miss McK . 

(Concluded.) 
'I WAS also, a short time ago, called to enact a r6le so cha- 
racteristic of the place and .people, that I must endeavour to 
give you an idea of it. One of the oldest pupils is a fine girl 
of fifteen, the daughter of a Protestant, who, having lost Ms 
wife, married again so ill-tempered a person that his two girls 
have since known no other home than the school. It appears, 
however, that a well-to-do young man belonging to the httle 
native Church of Shefama has for some time back been think- 
ing otNigmah ("a star*^) for a wife; and the native pastor 
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of that tpw!n, a very excellent zealous man, was delighted tc 
think his choice should fall on a pupil of this school, as he 
much wished that some one instructed in the Scriptures, and 
having some education, should come to reside in their town; : 
so he and some other friends of the young .man came to 
Nazareth to negotiate the matter, first opening their mind to 
Mr. and Mrs. Zeller, who informed me of it, saying it would be 
an excellent thing for the girl to fall into such hands,, rather 
than those of a Greek or Latin ; and hearing that from them, 
who knew all the parties, I made no objection when the de- 
putation came to consult me. As, however, the step-mother 
was a bitter Greek, and greatly, opposed the match, I was 
asked by them all for the use of a room: in which the be- 
trothal shoidd take jdace,^ as the father could not have it in 
his own home ; and of course they were invited to come here. 
To my surprise, no fewer .than fifteen misn came along with 
the native pastor and the father, and a formal document was 
produced, and translated for my benefit by Dr* Vartan, stating 
the nature and value of the presents the young.man was able 
and willing to make to his bride — bracelets, costing so many 
piastres ; head-gear, in town or country fashion, which means 
a circlet of coins, or merely some ornament to be worn on the 
hair, accoi*ding to taste ; a necklace j a gown of a certain qua- 
lity of cloth for which I know not an exact name, and 
several things of the same minute description ; but all for- 
mally drawn out, and handed round for all the party to sign, 
myself include.d, as in some sort the guardian 'pra tern, of the 
girl. This done, the pastor prayed; and after cofifee- was 
handed round, the conclave broke up. 

However, the sequel proved very stormy; for when tlie 
father went home, he found a party of l/wenty-six Greek rela- 
tions assembled in his house, vowing Nigmdh must marry no 
Protestant, but one of them, and not be allowed to go to 
Skefamay where they could never see her again (it is only four 
hours distant) ; so. that her father was fairly frightened out of 
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his resolntion^ and next morning refused to receive the pre- 
sent of coffee and sugar it is the etiquette for a fianc^ to 
send to his father-in-law on those occasions. So for the pre- 
sent all is broken off^ and Nigmah remains at school, where 
she is thoroughly happy. There is not a single Catholic in 
this little town of Shefama, yet an old church of the crusading 
era has lately been converted by the Jesuits into a nunnery, 
with twenty-one French sisters in it, who are exercising a 
most active propaganda among the women of the place j and 
such a hold have they got of them already, that not one of 
them will come near the Protestant place of worship with 
their fathers and husbands. You can understand, therefore, 
the importance attached by the pastor to getting even one 
instructed Christian girl into such a community. Indeed, 
the Bomanists will have all Galilee in their hands, unless we 
can make head against them here. I had no idea of their 
activity, which indeed is of recent date, till I came here j but 
what 1 do see does very much enhance to my mind the im- 
portance of keeping up this school to the highest point of 
efficiency we can ever give it. 



Crafnfng ^ifiool fdr eivM^ Consttanttnople^ 

By Mes. Newman. 

{Gonctrnded.) 

OiTR little home has been visited with sickness. At one time 
we were rather alarmed, as several were ill; and small-pox 
and typhus fever being about, we feared they had caught 
it. But, thank God ! they were soon well again, — ^it was 
simply the great heat. 

Miss Martin writes :— '^ Only fancy ! the Training School 
has been open a year ! When we look back, we feel how much 
cause there is for gratitude to our heavenly Father, who has 
led us thus far, and helped us in our work. When I look at 
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these children, with their neatly combed hair and tidy dress, 
and think what they were when they came to us in filth and 
rags, and then remember their dirty habits and bad langoage, 
I can scarcely believe them to be the same. 

'' I remember the day when Mr. Newman, looking throngh 
the window, saw Biftra biting and kicking Rachel. Now, I 
am glad to say, these vicious habits are nearly all forgotten 
by them. I think any one would be pleased to see the 
business-like manner in which they set about their work. 
Every week two girls take it by turns to help in the house- 
work, and each week they change the work, so that they 
may go through the whole routine. It is wonderful how 
anxious they are to learn English, and they invariably ask 
me if I think they are like English girls. 

*' Sunday morning the children attend the Spanish ser- 
vice, in the afternoon have Sunday-school, and in the even- 
ing go to the English service. They each learn a daily text, 
and I have taught them several English hymns and songs, 
which they now sing very nicely. One day, three women 
came and begged that their children might be accepted. 
I said to the schoolmaster who stood by, ' How I do wish we 
could take in these poor little things P He replied, ' Ask 
Mr. Newman to send Bachael and Leah away, and then there 
will be room.' They turned round quickly, for they were 
standing with us : 'What sin have we committed, that we 
are to be sent away?' they said; and Leah added, 'No, 
mademoiselle, I make good girl now, I no make bad any 
more ; no no send me away.' I do not think any of the 
children would like to leave us now. 

'' L^t Christmas we had only three children, but I thought 
they should have a Christmas-tree. They had never seen 
such a thing before, and could not understand what it was 
like ; but now the fame of it has spread to the new girls, and 
their great desire is to see the tree with lights and dolls 
growing on a table. May they in time understand how all 
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this pleasure is* prepared for them for the love of that 
Saviour who on Christmas Day came as a little child^ and 
may they in their turn spread the good tidings of great joy, 
so that all ^ may pome and worship Him I^ 

" ' I long for that blessM and glorions time, 
The fairest, and brightest, and best, — 
When the dear little children of every clime 
Shall crowd to His arms and be blessed.' 

'^ Little children in England who read this may remember 
on Christmas Eve, when they are looking at their beautiful 
trees, that a few little children in a far-oflf land are also 
gazing at a tree, not nearly so beautiful as theirs, but still to 
these children a wonderful sight ; and perhaps before another 
year comes round they may try to make a few little presents 
to hang on that tree, and so give more pleasure to these 
poor children, and thus rich and poor will meet together. 

*^ Shall I tell you Eachel's desire is to have an IhigUsh 
Pray&r-Book, all her own, and I intend that she shall find it 
growing on the Christmas-tree? 

'^ I should very much like to have children of other nation- 
alities ; but though many have asked for admittance, I have 
not been able to take them, as they all wished for music, 
French, fancy works, etc., no matter how poor they were. 
My reply was, I did not intend to educate young ladies, they 
had better go to a boarding-school. 

'^We close the year September 30,. 1873, with seven chil- 
dren, all Jewish, and have promised to take in three more. 

'^ My great anxiety has been. to have something in hand for 
the next year, as I would much rather increase our number 
each anniversary than have to send any away ; and I intend 
with God^s help, if possible, to close each year without debt. 
Therefore, though we have £176 in hand, still I would like 
to think of it as only £76, and leave the £100 in the bank to 
begin each year; so we shall have to work very hard to 
collect enough to keep our ten children-rindeed, I hope to 
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increase the number to twenty. As some of our children 
have only been one, two, or three months, it has been diffi- 
cult to calculate how much each has cost a month ; but I 
think if we get as much clothing from England, for them 
next year as we have had this, we can do it for £16 each ; 
but as we have beds for only seyen, we shall have the ex- 
pense of more beds and bedding, more crockery — for I am 
sorry to say a great deal has been broken — and many other 
expenses that come with an increase of household ; so a great 
deal has to be done, and we ought to have at least £300 this 
year to accomplish it all. 

'^ We have made a beginning, and gained a yearns experi- 
ence, which is a great deal. Truly can we say, ^ Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us.' 

" Oonstantinople. ^^ Lxjcy Matilda Newman.^' 



iHemorial of ^ftpl Sonesf^ 

Abridged from cm American Paper, 

For eight years she was a teacher in oijr public schools, and 
here the deep interest in their secular welfare ripened into 
that life-long interest she ever, displayed in leading the little 
ones to the arms of their Saviour. Many have been the meet- 
ings she especially convened for this purpose in various parts 
of the world, ever simplifying the truths of the gospel to their 
comprehension, whether the children of Christian parents, the 
neglected orphans of great cities, the sable offspring of Africa, 
or the swarthy Arab race whose faith was directed to Moham- 
med. Cosmopolitan in her gospel mission, she beheld but 
children whom Jesus died to save, and pointed them to Him* 
In 1833 she was married to Eli Jones, whose name has 
been so intimately linked with hers during forty years of active 
service in the Church of Christ. Soon after this event, she 
was recognised as a minister by the Society of Friends. After 
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yarious minor seryices in several parts of Maine^ in 1845 and 
'46^ in company with her hnsband^ she visited all the yearly 
meetings of Friends in the United States. 

Sibyl Jones was bom at Brunswick^ Maine^ in 1808. The 
years of her early life were spent in Aogusta^ which seems 
to have been the birthplace of those deep religious impres- 
sions that formed the motive power of a life pre-eminently 
consecrated to the service of her Redeemer and the human 
race. 

On April 10th, 1867, the Cunard steamer ^' China '^ bore 
from East Boston this devoted herald of the cross and her 
husband onher last missionary voyage. Amongst those assem- 
bled at this leave-taking were Governor Andrew and General 
N. P. Banks — strange contrast to the scene of two hundred 
years ago, when Governor Endioott and. Secretary Rawson 
sought out on this beach shipmasters willing to carry away 
and sell into bondage in Barbadoes or Virginia those noble 
advocates of freedom of conscience, the Quakers of the 17th 
century, four of whom, upon Boston Common, sealed their 
testimonies and satiated Endicott's wrath by their martyrs' 
death on the gallows. 

Visiting Ireland and England, they proceeded in the 
autumn to the south of France. Revisiting their friends there, 
they started by steamer for Beyrout in Syria, and at Athens 
had extensive service with the Cretan refugees, who had just 
arrived to claim shelter from the Turkish massacre in Iheir 
island, at one time addressing 1200 of these poor homeless 
sufferers for the cause of Christ. Beaching Beyrout, at the 
foot of Lebanon, the winter was spent in labours in connection 
mth the schools and missions in the city and through the 
mountains. Deeply enshrined in the heia*ts of the faithfol 
missionaries and pupils of these schools will long remain 
the memory of their loving and faithful friend Sibyl Jones. 
During her sickness in the moimtain districts these little ones 
— ^with whom her heart loved to linger till life's close- 
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bronglit offerings of flowers daily to cheer her lonely hoars, 
and evince their childish affection; and no brighter spot 
cheered her memory than the subsequent greeting of these 
children when she revisited them, — " We thank you for telling 
us about Jesus I'^* 

'' The important feature of these missions/* says the Boston 
Transcript^ ^^ was the presenting of Christianity by a woman 
to Mohammedan women — from the standard of equality of the 
sex, in social life^ religion, and the ministry of the word. She 
was listened to with great attention, and schools in which 
these views are taught are now in operation in that country," 
Access was granted her to those ''^ded cages," the Eastern 
harems, to whose unhappy inmates she bore the gospel with 
a sister's love, — glad tidings which they had never heard until 
proclaimed by her lips. On this visit to Palestine, Jerusalem 
and Joppa were the other scenes of Mrs. Jones's labours ; but 
her enfeebled state of health curtailed the services she desired 
to complete, though many meetings, both in city and tent, 
were held. In the spring the party retraced their steps to 
Egypt and the historic land of Moses -; several meetings were 
held, and sweet communion with American and other mission* 
aries enjoyed. Upon return to England, her gospel labours in 
Great Britain were resumed until improved health warranted 
an attempt to finish the Syrian work. Eevisiting former 
scenes, they in addition visited Bethlehem, Sychar, Endor, 
Nain,Nazareth,and other localities of Christian labour, and on 
again reaching Beyrout were rejoiced to mingle with a gather- 
ing of many hundreds of the teachers and pupils of the schools; 
and the joy was reciprocal. After an absence of two and 

* Some weeks of this illness were spent in the Shemlan Training 
School, and Mrs. Jones's testimony to the care taken of her by Miss 
Hicks and the girls under her charge, as well as to the efficiency with 
which the Institution was conducted, was most valuable. On her re- 
turn, she met the Committee of the Society fob Fbomoting Female 
Education in the East, who will long remember the touching and 
interesting interview they had with her. 
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a;-half years Mr. and Mrs. Jonas reached home ; since which 
time Mrs. Jones has been almost constantly engaged in the 
service of the Lord. 

It became painfully evident about 2 p.m.^ December 4th, 
that her frail tabernacle was soon to be dissolved, changed 
for the house eternal in the heavens.^ Power of speech failed 
gradually ; and at 7 p.m. her gentle spirit fell asleep in the 
arms of Jesus, her Saviour and her God. 

A sketch of this remarkable woman would hardly be com- 
plete unless reference were made to her striking person and 
the prominent points of her character. Bather above the 
average in height, erect and commanding in person, she was 
the queen in every movement. Her head was unusually large, 
her forehead high, eyes deeply set and of a hazel colour, nose 
large and of the Boman type, lips thin and firmly compressed. 
Her dark complexion rendered unusually deep the flush which 
often suffused her features, and the smile which played upon 
every line of her countenance was almost heavenly. Her 
voice, when the hundreds often before her called out its re- 
serve power, rang like the notes of a silver trumpet, and once 
heard on such occasions was never forgotten. Naturally 
extremely timid, when duty called, her fearlessness was 
wonderful. With nerves so sensitive that the closing of a 
door would often startle her, in God^s service she looked 
calmly upon death and danger in every form. Through all 
she clung with the grasp of an abiding faith to the "pro- 
mises of her prayer-answering God ; and if ever a cloud 
came over her way, she remained upon her knees until she 
saw its '^ silver lining.^^ In conclusion, then, it may with 
truth be said of this woman, that her leading aim on earth 
was the winning of souls to Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the 
staff on which she leaned the faith of Abraham, and prayer 
her " vital breath.'' 
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Cftt ©ttalitp Df Protestant Cfearitp* 

[Wb are thankful to find how public opinion begins to favour 
the work of Missions. Of this, the following article, which we 
abridge from the Echo, is a remarkable proof, as we find 
evangelical missionary workers enumerated among the ladies 
mentioned with such commendation.] 

" Probably it was true, as was often alleged a dozen years 
ago, that we were behind the Continental nations in the 
wisdom of many of our arrangements. To the system at work 
at Elberfeld, to the religious societies such as the sisters of 
charity, to the continental Creches, we possessed nothing 
corresponding. Disheartening was the outlook to any man 
or woman who, twenty years ago, thought of doing good to 
fellow-creatures in a rational permanent way. Charitable 
societies there were not a few ; but those which conferred 
unmixed good, or which even clearly conferred more good 
than evil, were rare. Such a reformer must have been soli- 
tary. An army of prejudices barred the way. To be really 
charitable, one must then hav^ been prepared to be accused 
of coldness and hardheartedness. Here and there you might 
find a man, like Paul Bedford, doing good and silent work. 
But he was an exception. Blundering sentimentalism or 
bide-bound routine was the almost universal trait of English 
charity in the first half of the nineteenth century. 

'' This is not so now. We are improving. Any reader of 
Mr. Gilbert's very interesting volume, ' Facta, non Verba, ' 
published by Messrs. Isbister & Co., will find there the re- 
cord of charitable labour, heroic, successful, intelligent, and 
pure. He will find that there are in England organizations 
quite as valuable as the religious sisterhoods of the continent, 
and that ' our Protestant sisters are as energetic and suc- 
cessful in the performance of good works as the inmates of 
Catholic convents.' Think what good work has been done 
by a few noble-hearted ladies ! Maria Bye's career is one in 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



78 Female Missionary Intelligencer, 

point. She has sent hundreds of girls to happy homes in 
Australia. She has set on foot a system of emigration to 
Canada which has rescued not a few ' gutter children,' and 
which, as one observer puts it, ' goes to the root of the social 
misery that affects the poorest classes in Britain.' Still vaster 
has been the exertion of her coadjutor. Miss Macpherson, 
who has provided homes for one thousand eight hundred 
children in Canada, and ' whose work among the little ones ' 
has been so abundantly rewarded. What Johanna Chandler 
has accomplished is less known, but it shows how much is in 
the power of a woman who strongly wills, and thinks out 
clearly, a noble object. This lady was left an orphan at an 
early age. The sight of a grandmother paralysed filled her 
with pity and a determination to devote her life to alleviating 
the sufferings of paralytics. For five years she and her sister 
laboured alone, and apparently to little purpose, in their en- 
deavour to found a hospital. It was gloomy work. But in 
the end the darkness broke. Friends gathered round her. 
A meeting at the Mansion House, and the aid of the late 
Alderman Wire, brought her funds, and by-and-by there 
arose the noble hospital in Queen Square and the Home at 
Finchley, all the firuit of her activity and heroism. Miss 
Gilbert is another type and example of the might of private 
charity. She is the daughter of the late Bishop of Chichester. 
She became blind at an early age. Instead of crushing her, 
this calamity strengthened Miss Gilbert, and inspired her 
with a fruitful desire to better and comfort the blind. Begin- 
ning by hiring a cellar at New Turnstile, Holborn, the rent of 
which was eighteen-pence a week, and where she taught a few 
blind men, this noble-hearted lady went from small to large 
things. It was she who really founded ^ The Association for 
Promoting the General Welfare of the Blind.' She enlisted 
friends in the cause, and in the course of years set on foot 
a society which has established branches in many of the 
English counties. At the present time. Miss Gilbert is virtually 
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instracting 178 persons^ and many hundreds might be under 
her charge if only there were funds enough. . . . Look 
again at what Miss Adeline Cooper did in the way of estab- 
lishing costermonger clubs, or what has been accomplished 
by Miss Sara Eobinson, ' The Soldier's Friend/ It is true that 
the labours of the latter have not resulted in stately hospitals 
or wealthy charities, or much philanthropic brick and mortar 
— ^though the Soldiers' Institute at Portsmouth will, we trust, 
soon take a material shape. But we believe that the effect 
of her work — nothing but visiting, exhorting, assiduous atten- 
tion and zeal — will outlast that of many founders of famous 
societies and religious orders. We could, with the aid of 
Mr. Gilbert's valuable volume, easily lengthen the list. We 
might speak of Mary Whately, who has made the streets of 
Cairo her harvest-field ; or of Marie Hilton, who gave East 
London its Oreches ; or of that true-hearted Israelite, Miriam 
Harris, whose name is honoured and loved by the Jewish 
poor of this city. But time would indeed fail us to tell of the 
noble band of workers who have shown themselves as self- 
sacrificing as any IleKgious Sister of them all, — ^who are, in- 
deed, worthy to be canonized, and who yet have remained 
English ladies. What we desire to insist on is, in the first 
place, the truth which Mr. Gilbert makes the text of his book 
— ^that these ladies, unbound by vows, except such as were 
known to their own hearts, without the guidance of priests 
or superiors, have been heroic and self-sacrificing, and earnest 
and active beyond what is told in the annals of monastic 
charity. And what we also desire to impress is^ the fact, 
equally glorious to them, that while statesmen and econo- 
mists were blundering and wrangling about pauperism, and 
were at sixes and sevens as to its cure and the true province 
of private, volunteer charity, certain women saw what ought 
to be done, and did it with love and strength. Not to men, 
but to women, belongs the honour of showing on the largest 
scale, and in the most successful manner, that in private 
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charity there may be, to qnote the words of a great statesman^ 
' a union of what the coldest and .most prudent would dictate^ 
and what the most affectionate and Christian heart would 
desire/'' 



Bring ye the silver and the gold to the Lord. It is His. I 
speak with deep grief, but I speak as one that has thought 
much upon it, when I say there is a keeping back of the silver 
and the gold from the Lord on the part of Christians. We 
give by pounds, when we ought to give, as the Lord hath 
blessed us, by hundreds. Oh that there may be upon the people 
such a spirit as there was in thedaysof David, when ihey poured 
their silver and gold into the treasury of the Lord, so that there 
was more than enough. But what said he ? '^ Lord, of Thine 
own have we given Thee,'' not ours. Let me plead with Chris- 
tians to consider their wealth to be the Lord's : consider the 
times in which you live. The Lord wants it. Give it. It is not 
thine but His. This special meeting work, these gatherings 
on every side, languish for want of the silver and the gold. Our 
work abroad languishes for want of it. Will ye hold it back ? 
Or will ye bring it now ? ^' Bring ye now your tithes into the 
storehouse, and prove Me." The Lord accepts the prayer ; 
the Lord will accept the thank-ofiering. He has stirred His 
people into prayer ; they are not yet stirred into the thank- 
offering. May the Lord's Spirit work that now ; and in the 
present year may we see the power and blessing of the Lord 
resulting in fi»eewill offerings, so that wherever there is work 
for the Lord, there shall be those that wiU maintain it. The 
Lord grant it. — From an Address by Robert Baxter, Esq, 
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This Map shows the principal Languages of India, and 
the places where the operations of the Christian Vernacu- 
lar Education Society for India (by whose kind permission 
it is given here) are carried on. The figures denote the 
nature of the work : — I. Trainmg^ Institutions. II. Schools 
III. Publications. IV. Colporteurs^ V. Book Dep6ts 
The Society has published 341 works in 15 languages, in- 
cluding English. Books for Women and Girls have been 
issued in 7 languages. The total number of copies printed 
134,394,120. 
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I INCLOSE a photograph of the l^^ssion premises occapied 
by the press ; the one in the foreground is the Depository, 
and that immediately behind it is the press-house ; behind 
that is the book-bindery. The church stands exactly op- 
posite the depository, separated by a road. 

The gentleman in dark clothes is the Rev. B. M. Wherry ; 
'the native gentleman on his left hand is Nizdm-u-din, who 
took such an interest in female education when I first came 
here. On his left stands Aziz-u-din, our Christian mun- 
shi, who teaches Miss]Higgs, and our girls also, in the higher 
branches of Urdu and Persian. On Mr. Whefry^s right 
hand stands a bih/isU (literally heavenly one), i.e. a water- 
carrier, bringing "the gift of heaven;'^ he has his mashak, 
or skin-bag, full of water. You will see the printers with 
reams of paper, and others transcribing for the lithographic 
press. — ^Miss Jbebom. 

VOL. XVI. o 
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a %xX\xx ftom I^Dns itons. 

[The following letter was written to the Sonday-scliolars 
and teachers of St. James', Boncaster, by Johanna, a young 
Chinese woman who had been partially supported by them. 

She was brought from Canton about twelve years ago 
by the late Miss H. Baxter, and placed in one of her 
schools. Being about four years old, she was baptized as 
an infant. 

After a time she was admitted to a school then in exist- 
ence for training young Chinese girls as teachers. When 
that was broken up (as far as Chinese were concerned) the 
German Foundling Institution kindly received her, and 
retained her until her cnarriage. She refused, for various 
reasons, two or three proposals of marriage ; but at last, two 
Christian Chinese, formerly for some years in connection 
with a German ^mission station, came from California to 
seek Christian wives, not being able to meet with any in 
that country. One was proposed for Johanna, and accepted 
by her ; Miss Oxlad, as representative of Miss Baxter, having 
approved of the connection, especially as another young 
woman from the same Institution was selected for the other. 
From the letter, Johanna appears to have a &ir knowledge 
of the doctrines of Christianity. It should be a matter of 
earnest prayer that these two, thus leaving all their Chris- 
tian friends and going to a distant land with their husbands, 
may be enabled, by the grace of Gk)d, to maintain their Chris- 
tian profession, and in so doing to draw others to a know- 
ledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. In this land of women's 
privileges and liberty, we can scarcely appreciate the trials 
of their position, and the providential circumstance of two 
females going together. They will probably have no other 
respectable society of their own sex and nation ; and if their 
national customs of seclusion are carried out, will be cut off 
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from many privileges whicli in a Protestant edacational 
Institution they have hitherto enjoyed.] Johanna writes : — 
"My dear Friends and Sisters,— I wish now to write a letter 
to send you all, as I have not yet written to you, buj; I have 
tried several times to write. I very much thank you all for 
your goodness in sending money to support me till now I 
am quite grown up. I have nothing to send to you in re- 
turn, I can only ask God to help you, and keep you in 
health, and make you very diligent in reading His Holy 
Book, and in^isfoning to your teachers' and ladies' teaching, 
so that when you are grown up you can teach other people. 
My dear sisters, I should be very pleased once to see your 
faces, but I am sorry I cannot come. So I hope we may all, 
after this world, see one another's faces, and then never 
part in heaven, but all together praise God's holy Name with 
all the disciples of Jesus, — ^all who truly believe Him will 
meet together, which will be very happy. So, my dear sis- 
ters, we must diligently ask God to give His Holy Spirit to 
enlighten our hearts, and not let the devil many times come 
and tempt us, but give us strength to conquer his tempta- 
tions. But we cannot ourselves conquer his temptations. 
We must certainly ask God to help us to conquer the devil's 
temptations. So we must also ask God to give us new hearts, 
to take' away our sins of former days, and let us all our life 
serve Him, and not let us ever have heart to leave Him, but 
let us serve Him till death and not have hearts that turn 
away ; and also ask God to let the Saviour Jesus Christ's 
precious blood wash our hearts clean ; and let us always re- 
member the Saviour Jesus [who] formerly for us bore very 
great suflferings, and let people take Him and nail Him to the 
cross. But Jesus did not complain, He received those suflTer- 
ings to save us from^our sins. So we ought to thank Him 
very much for His grace. My dear sisters, I very much hope 
we all after death may go to heaven, and all together praise 
Grod our Father, Three Persons and one God. This is what 
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my heart very much wishes. My dear sisters^ I wish to tell 
you that I am not now living in the Foundling House at 
Hong Kong ; for Grod has given me a husband who has come 
from a very distant place, which is California. His name is 
Tok VaUy and his surname, Wong. He is thirty-six years 
old. The minister at the Foundling House, Mr. Klitzke, be- 
trothed us, and after six weeks we were married. We were 
married on the fifth of December. My dear sisters, on ac- 
count of this matter, I had afterwards much trouble, which I 
cannot tell to you. I remember I must go to Such a distant 
place, and leave all my relations and friends, and when I go 
to such a distant place, I do not know if I shall be well treated 
or not ; so I am very unhappy. I cannot bear to leave my 
friends, and do not know if I shall see them again, or not. 
But I have with me another girl, who is also from the Found- 
ling House ; her husband is also from California, so we shall 
both go together. My dear sisters, I last year sent a likeness, 
I suppose you have received it, but I ask, if you like to do so, 
will you send your likeness to me. How many girls have you 
there ? I send my respects to you all, and ask you also to give 
my respects to all your friends, teachers, ladies, and ministers, 
and your fathers and mothers. This letter I am going to ask 
Miss OxLAD to send to you. I now wish you all well, and hope 
God will bless you, and that the Saviour Jesus may be with 
you for ever. 

I am your friend, 

Johanna. 

[The above is translated from the original as literally as I 
could do it, without making the meaning unintelligible to 
English juvenile readers. — ^m. j. o.] 
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l^tnlioo 9[tontment 

By Mfis. Pagb, Calcutta. 

A FEW weeks ago, while I was tearching in a zenana, a man 
in torn and poor clothes came to the door. He had a coil of 
rope aronnd his neck, and in a whining tone of voice began ta 
beg for charity ; and these were the words he said : " Give,, 
give, it will be an act of merit ; yonr sons and daughters 
will be blessed 1 ^' "Who is it ?^' I asked; " and what does 
he want ?" A woman answered, " This poor man has had 
the misfortnne to kill one of his cows accidentally, and now 
he must make an atonement for his cow's death/* Hindoos 
hold the cow in great reverence ; it is a sacred animal in 
their eyes. I asked, " How is the atonement made V They 
replied, " He will go all round the village, begging, and any 
one whorefases to contribute anything will have committed 
a sin. When he has collected enough money to give a 
feast, he will invite all the Brahmins. After they have eaten 
and drunk, they will repeat their prayers and incantations ; 
then ' poojah * will be performed. By virtue of all this the 
cow has been atoned for, and no blame can be attached to 
its owner. The rope around the man's neck is the one by 
which the cow used to be tied, and he cannot take that off 
until the atonement is completed.'' "Is it not very re- 
markable," said . I, ^' that almost every ceremony of your 
rehgion either begins or ends with, a feast to the Brahmins ? 
Have you ever considered the matter ? Who are fed and 
clothed by means of all these feasts and poojahs? The 
Brahmins alone. Therefore, they throw dust in your eyes, 
fearing you might find out the true God and serve Him. 
Then what would become of these Brahmins ? They must 
either starve or work, and they are very loth to do the one 
or the other. Be wise : tell me, is there any life in Kali ? 
any power in Shiva? any grace, beauty, or holiness in 
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Juggernaut ? God, the ouly true, the only wise, watches 
over you lovingly; He sent His Son to die for you. Will 
you cause grief or joy to the heart of such a tender father?" 

I have seen the coil of rope used also with another mean- 
ing. Tears ago, a native coolie came to me one morning 
with this peculiar ornament on, and when I asked him why 
he wore it, he clasped his hands, and answered: '^My 
mother has died very lately, and I wear this as a sign of 
mourning and humiliation." Strange custom,! calling to 
mind the sackcloth and ashes of the ancient Hebrews. 
Going through one of the lanes of the city, I noticed a little 
calf that seemed to have strayed away from its owner. It 
was marching off by itself, when a man of the Oonah caste 
came by. I saw him place his hand on the calf and stroke 
its back once or twice. "Now,'' thought I, "the little 
creatuf e will be caught ;'' but no, the Oonah did not catch 
him ; he only raised to his forehead very reverently the hand 
that had touched the calf, and made a profound salaam with 
it. I thought then of King Jeroboam's golden calves at Dan 
and at Bethel, and of the Egyptian bull Apis. Strange that 
in all these ages there have lived men who have found plea- 
sure in such things, worshipping the creature more than the 
Creator, "who is blessed for evermore." 

Even the Httle children in the zenanas will have their mimic 
poojahs," — splaying at poojah," they callit,andimitateall they 
see their elders do. Sometimes, the women, ashamed of their 
gaudy idols, will say : " That is not my god, it is my child's 
plaything." An old woman spoke to me of her belief in onr 
God, and one Mediator between G<)d and man. I asked her 
"if she hoped to be saved?" "Yes," she answered; "by 
many prayers, by fasting, by good works." I said again, 
" No; by the blood of Christ." " Ah ! there you have it now; 
never leave hold of Christ, cling to Him, and He cannot, will 
not cast you off." — Missionary Linh'^New York, 
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CDttpam 4?trlse' ^d^ool^ S^outd Snlita. 

By Mbs. Bishop. {Concluded.) 
Extracts from Note-book, 1873. 

Jan. 8th, — Seven absentees to-day; two Kttle girls on 
account of some foneral ceremonies, the rest could not come 
because their friends are preparing to set out on a pilgrimage 
to Shawaramala. 

Jan. 9th. — In returning from school, I met a large company 
of pilgrims (many were old men, bent with age and infir- 
mities ; some were children of 9 or 10 years), each carrying a 
bundle containing food and clothes* for the journey. The 
children tell me that many die on the journey from fever and 
cold, others are seized by tigers while passing through the 
jungle, and of these poor creatures it is said, " They were sin- 
ners, they neglected to keep some vow, therefore the god sent 
tigers to seize them.^' Those who return safely are said to 
h(we got rid of all thevr sin ; they a/re holy. My elder pupils 
told me they fully believe this ! 

Jan. 27th. — On asking to-day why little K^ahaythil Lee- 
shmi was absent from school,! was told that she had'gone to 
thepagoda with her mother to worship. This is tfee anniver- 
sary of the birthday of her brother Kao'slmwen ; he is 1 years 
old, so his mother and Lecshmi have gone to the heathen 
temple of Siva, to give a thank-ofifering. On questioning the 
children, I elicited that in most cases this offering consists 
of grain, — sometimes ten parahs, or more, according to the 
circumstances of the offerer. On arriving at the pagoda, this 
paddy is given to one of the attending priests, who sends it 
to the proper place to be cooked. While this process was 
going on, little Lecshmi and her mother would circumambu- 
late the temple, repeating these words, perhaps a hundred 
times or more : " God, save me, preserve me from affliction 
and sickness ; may I never be in want of food and raiment. 
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God, save me !'' and e^xjli time they come in front of the 
idol^ their hands would be placed togetiier and their heads 
bowed in adoration. When the rice is properly boiled, it is 
taken by the officiating Brahmin and presented to the idol. 
Then a small portion is given back to the offerer, and she 
returns to her home. 

Aug. 6th, — Yesterday the dear children seemed deeply in- 
terested in their lesson from ''Peep of Day/' about Adam 
and Eve eating the forbidden fruit ; and when they were told 
about Jesus Christ who alone could save from sin, they 
whispered His name, " Yesu Christie/' as i£ it were a strange 
sound in their ears. It was sweet to hear their little whis- 
pers j and I breathed an earnest prayer that these little ones 
might be taught by the Spirit to know this same Jesus 
as their Saviour from the guilt and power of sin. 

Atig. 9f A.-T-We gave a holiday yesterday, as it was an BGndu 
festival, called, " Children's Omam." To-day, we find that 
the friends of our children are very angry that some of them 
came to the bungcdow last Thursday. We cannot quite 
make out the reason ; some are afraid that their coming to 
see us will make them Christians ; others say that it is a 
trick, in order to kidnap them and send them to England ; and 
others, thnfi we enticed them to our house to give them food, 
in order to cause them to break caste. Our pundit tells us 
that if we had given each child a small present, no displeasure 
would have been shown. I hope all will come right; but it 
is really difficult to know these people, their manners and 
customs are so opposite to ours. May our God give us wis- 
dom and a right judgment in all things ! 

Aug. lOiA.— Last evening, in returning from our walk, we 
heard a great noise of children shouting '' Rama ! Bama I 
Bama I " On inquiring what they were doing, we found they 
were little Nair children, calling out the name of their god, 
and this was their evening prayer. It reminded us of the 
words of our Lord, " When ye pray, use not vain repetitions 
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as the heathen do, for they think they shall be heard for 
their much speaking/' 

Oct, \si. — ^No school to-day, on account of PujahySttupad. 
This is a festival held once a year, when the Hindoo invokes 
a blessing on his vocation. The carpenter presents his tools, 
the writer his pens, or iron styles, and the scholar his books, 
before his god. This is a good, or lucky, time for a child to 
begin learning ; so we hope to increase our numbers during 
the present week. 

Oct. 30^A. — To-day is the Ar&ta festival of the goddess 
Parawathi, when the idol is taken to the river and bathed. 
Nearly airour girls went to witness the ceremony, but twenty 
came to school afterwards. 

Nov. 19th, — ^A little spirit of opposition has been aroused on 
account of the Scripture teaching in the schools. The uncle 
of Nedvmianghata Pappi is very angry with us, and says he 
will not allow his niece to attend any longer. The &shan is 
taunted with desiring to become a Christian; but I am 
afraid he has not the least wish to join us. 

Nov. 20^A.— The first-class girls were very sulky this morn- 
ing. I took the Scripture lesson, as usual. After I left they 
said to Mlichee (the matron), ''We do not want to read the 
little black book any more. Why should we learn about 
Jesus?'' The uncle of Paqypi threatens to complain to the 
Tahsildar about Scripture being taught in the school ; but 
this matters little, as from the first I explained to him that 
we should teach the girls our Veda, for we believed it to be 
the true one. 

Dec. 39*(2. — ^This is the Day of Intercession on behalf of Mis- 
sions, and thousands of God's people in all parts of the world 
are praying for us, and for a blessing on our work. This is 
a cheering thought, and should stir us up to greater diligence 
and earnestness in speaking of the love of Jesus to the be- 
nighted ones around us. Whilst so many Christians are 
praying, what are our little pupils doing? They are joining 
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in a large heathen festival at Kumdranellnr in honour of the 
goddess Dinga. There will probably be 20,000 people pre- 
sent. 



^epoor> Crabantore« 

Lbttbb pbom Mes. Thomson. 

My husband, Dr. Thomson, is medical missionary of Neypor. 
We only arrived here fourteen months ago, and of the work 
done in that time yon may learn a little front the Eeport 
which you will receive along with this. You will see that 
I have written a short account of the girls' school opened 
by me in Eraneely and for it I earnestly crave your interest 
and aid. Though only open now for the last eight months, 
it has already been productive of great good; andif sufBcient 
meaais be provided for its support, we may expect great re- 
sults in a short time. The children attending are mostly. 
Sudras and Chetties, with one or two Brahmin girls. We 
have done all we can to lessen the power of caste among the 
people ; and I feel truly thankful to be able to say that the 
Sudra girls now all come willingly to be taught by the low 
caste Christian women. Since my report was written, this 
has taken place. I gave the school holiday for a little tune, 
and on re-opening a week or two ago, I find all the Sudra 
girls attending, whether I am present or not. This is cer- 
tainly very encouraging. I intend now introducing the 
Testament, as a daily lesson-book from which a portion must 
be read and explained each morning I go down. Hitherto 
none of the pupils have been advanced enough to read the 
Testament, but they have been taught several hymns, etc. 
The building occupied as a school belongs to the (govern- 
ment here, and I am very anxious to be able to raise enough 
funds to erect a new schoolroom. It takes a considerable 
amount of money to keep up books, slates, and sewing 
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materials for so many, yet I feel almost sure that God will 
not allow this work to fall to the ground for lack of money. 
I have as yet been much cheered by the ready response 
given by those to whom I have applied for aid ; but very 
few of the subscriptions received can be given annually. I 
know your Society has already much to do ; but do you 
think it could spare me a little ? I should be very grateful 
for whatever aid it can give. There is great lack of education 
here, and it is my earnest desire to do all I can in the sur- 
rounding districts to promote it among the poor ignorant 
women, many of whom wish to learn but have not it in their 
power to do so. Being for several years a certificated Go- 
vernment teacher in Scotland, of course I take a great inte- 
rest in all the schools I come across. A native pastor near 
Neyoor came and begged me to support a female teacher in 
his district. He told me that there were upwards of thirty girls 
daughters of Christians, in his congregations, who were 
growing up a.lmost ignorant, because four rupees a month — 
that is, eight shillings — could not be supplied to pay a female 
teacher for them. I felt very much inclined to take the re- 
sponsibility on me at once, but deemed it unwise until I saw 
clearly how I could get support for Eraneel school. The 
attendance at the latter is above eighty, and we trust and hope 
it will increase. The girls are making progress, and it is 
delightful to notice that the more they learn the greater is 
. their anxiety to attend the school. Many of the parents are 
as yet regardless, and even attempt to hinder their daughters 
from going to school ; but in general their attempts were 
futile; for, as might be expected, the school is far more 
pleasant to the children than their homes are, and many run 
off to it ill the morning without leave from their parents. 
These heathen girls are dressed simply with white cloths 
wrapped round them. Our Christians all wear little jackets. 
I am very anxious to get all my girls at Ercmeel to adopt these 
too; so I intend making a present of cloth to each one, and see- 
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ing that with careful superintendeiice^ each one makes her own 
jacket in school^ and takes it home as a sample of her needle- 
work. Since the school was opened, we have spent above £20 
in it j so from that I judge that we will need altogether above 
£40 yearly. I do not see at present how I can get such an 
amount gathered by stray subscriptions, — ^it seems quite an 
impossibility ; therefore I apply to you for a little aid. What- 
ever sum your Society may be inclined to give me, if any, will 
be well-spent money \ for I cannot describe the great benefit 
and good that will be done in Ercmeel through the women and 
girls being educated. Therefore I pray that God will enable 
you to see your way clearly to give me a little aid in carrying 
on this all- important work. 



By Mes. Nbwman, Constantinople. 

Onh day, Bachelica (little !Rachel), who has been in the day- 
school for six years, having been brought by her mother every 
day since a little thing of three years old, came to me, her face 
beaming with expectation and delight. '^ I pray you, senora, 
take me into the upper school.'^ " Why, BacheUca ?'' I said. 
^^ Would you like to come to live with us V^ 

^^ Si, senora ; please let me come." 

" Well,^^ I said, ^' I must talk to your mother about it.^^ . 
The next day, when I went into the school, I found her mother 
waiting to speak to me. She was quite willing, she said, for 
BdcheUca to come to us, for we had been very good to her; 
adding that they were very poor, and if we did not take her 
she would have to go out to nurse a baby, or do other Ught 
work, and get about three shiQings a month. But when I 
told her the father must sign a contract similar to RacheVs, and 
also that she would have to eat food cooked in our vessels, 
work on Saturday, their Sabbath, and keep ours — ^for it is best 
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to make tbem understand all clearly, so that there can be no 
objection afterwards — she said she was quite sure her husband 
would never agree to that j and as these were conditions we 
could not dispense with, poor little BacheUca had to bear the 
disappointment. 

She was working in the cartridge factory. Several times I 
saw her mother looking very ill and miserable, and at last she 
came one day to tell me her husband was ill in the hospital, and 
not expected to recover: she said would T, after Passover, take 
BacheUca to live with us. It would have done any one good to 
have seen the bright look on the child^s face when she heard 
her mother ask me. '^ But, mother,'' she said, putting her arms 
round her neck, '^do you know you will have to leave me here 
always, and I shall have to eat their food?" " Yes, my child,'' 
her mother replied, "I know, I know ; but your father is dy- 
ing, and I feel I shall not be here long: I had better see you 
safe with the good senora before I die." So it was arranged 
she should come to us. A few days after I went to take some 
relief to her mother, when she told me her husband had 
died the day before. Poor woman, her troubles even then were 
not at an end ; that very night her house was burnt down with 
about twenty others, and she lost everything. As the sufferers 
by the fire were all Jews, the community gave them some relief, 
and we and other Christian friends did what we could. This 
poor woman, about six years ago, when she used to bring 
BacheUca to school every day, was a fine-looking woman, tall, 
erect, with a bright, clear eye ; she now looks twenty years 
older, shrunk together and stooping, with eyes dullandheavy. 
How I wish something could be done for the souls and bodies 
of these poor women. There is a wide field for work in Con- 
stantinople ; the poor are always with us. A Bible woman 
would be a valuable help in the work. 
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^epoor iMfesJion IBisJtrict, ^out$ Jntiia* 

Gatherings fbom the Annual Report. 

KadamaleiJcunnu, — Some manifest a desire for instruction 
and for hearing the word of God read. Of such, a woman 
named Nycmapu may be mentioned. She is, generally speak- 
ing, a good and amiable woman. She is always glad to see 
the evangelist when he can visit her, and after the ordinary 
instruction will ask him to read and pray with her. Being 
asked once why she wished him to read and pray with her 
whenever he came to her house, she replied, " I have a great 
desire to pray, and to hear the word of God read. I am very 
sorry that no one in this house can read the Bible. Whenever 
you come and pray for us, my heart is exceedingly animated 
and filled with joy. I should be very happy if you would come 
every week and pray with us..'' Some months ago her hus- 
band was ill, and many of her relatives advised her to ofifer to 
the devil for his recovery, but she replied : ^^ We are Chris- 
tians, who worship the one true God. He is good and power- 
ful. We believe it is He who sends this scourge to us, and 
if He will He can easily remove ik He has kindly ordered 
us to pray to Him at such times, and promised to hear our 
prayer .'' With this assurance she always prayed by the bed- 
side of her husband. God graciously heard her prayer, and 
restored her husband to health. 

Senamvilei. — PakMcum is a widow. She reads the word of 
God with earnestness, and keeps the Sabbath holy. She 
usually brings some of her neighbours with her when she 
comes to the services, and by her commendable bjehaviour 
and acts of piety she exercises an influence for good in the 
congregation. 

Attur. — Annal lived at PuUpunam. Her husband wa^ a 
heathen. Her husband deserted her because she had been ill 
for a long time. She came to live with her parents, and began 
to attend the chapel with them. Sh^ learned Scripture truths 
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with pleasure, and took delight in observing the Sabbath-day. 
Although very weak, she would come to the chapel for the 
first service, and, unable to walk home and return again, would 
remain till the second service was over, when her parents 
would lead her home. She never heard of the sufierings of 
Christ without tears, nor was she ever found complaining of 
her husband's neglect of her. She would observe with re- 
gard to her illness, '^ Let the will of God be done.'' She left 
behind her a son five years of age, to whom she had carefully 
taught the Lord's Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and some 
lyrics. How excellent would our congregations appear, if all 
women were as true disciples of Christ. 

Neyoor. — ^The mothers' meeting has been conducted as 
usual by Mrs. Lee, on every first Tuesday in the month. 
Christian mothers who attend this meeting from the district 
and congregation are instructed to be dOigent in observing 
their moral obligations to children as mothers. Mrs. Thomson 
also has kindly organized a weekly meeting for women, which 
is held every Wednesday noon; In this meeting she has been 
studying with them the characters of the women mentioned 
in the Bible, May God grant the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit in answer to all these prayers, and influence for good 
the hearts of all who hear the instructions and exhortations 
given in the meetings. 

A woman who died during the last year W8!,s named Ma- 
ria/nbuttliu. She joined the church ten years ago. She was 
educated in the boarding-school in the time of Mrs. Mead. 
She was baptized by Mr. Baylis, in 1854. From the time of 
her baptism she exhibited diligence and regularity in attend- 
ing Divine services and other means of grace, and tried to 
follow in the footsteps of her dear Saviour Jesus Christ. Her 
love for the word of God, her earnest prayerfulness, and her 
liberality were worthy of notice. Many men and women, 
when they get about forty years of age, make excuses for not 
reading on account of their eyesight, but she did not. She 



d by Google 



q6 Female Missionary Intelligencer, 

used spectacles both in public and in private. Her contribu- 
tions exceeded those of any other women in the congregation, 
and she was so regular in paying her monthly subscriptions 
that she left no arrears at the time of her death. Of the three 
women newly admitted, one, Bevandsamy had been a bigoted 
devil-dancer. She now abhors idolatry, and professes firm 
faith in the propitiatory sacrifice of Christ. She was baptized 
by Dr. Lowe. Her general behaviour as a Christian woman, 
her solicitude to become a communicant, and the faith which 
she professes in Christ, speak well for her. Mizaheth was 
baptized by the Rev. B. Lewis. She was a scholar in Mrs. 
Lewis's boarding-school. She stated that it was about three 
years ago she was aroused to a true sense of her sinfulness 
and the need of a Saviour. Annal was educated in the 
boarding-school under the superintendence of Mrs. Baylis. 
She expressed her repentance of former sins, her faith in the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world, and her 
full determination to lead a life hereafter for the glory of her 
Redeemer. 

At Travancore a school for girls has been opened which 
promises to be a success. Twenty-one girls regula/rly attend 
the school. The girls are from Syrian Christian, Sudra, and 
Chetti families. Travancore is an ancient village which gives 
its name to the country. It is inhabited by Mahomedans, 
Smiths, Oilmongers, Sudras, Chetties and other castes, and 
there is a small Syrian community, and a few Roman Catho- 
lics. We should be very glad if we can succeed in establish- 
ing a school for girls there, as we believe it may be in future 
a means of much usefulness. The women of this country 
are to a great extent debarred from Christian knowledge, as 
they cannot read. Nothing can be more painful than to wit- 
ness the passionate grief of a mother weeping over her dead 
children, and to know that she has no knowledge of the future 
state of blessedness into which they have entered, and does 
not herself know the way by which she might hope to join 
her children again. 
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THE LIITLB BUNGALOW ON THE PREMISES OF THE OIBLS' OBPflANAaii:, 
CUTTACK. 

]sro. I. 

Hebe Miss Thomas, a fatherless East Indian, and an orphan 
girl of the same class live ; somewhat in English style, 
only simpler. Miss Thomas is now in her nineteenth 
year, and has helped me very much in the teaching depart- 
ment of the school : she has been with me nearly four years. 
In the verandah, on a mat, a little baby-boy is sleeping, 
the son of Emma, one of my married girls, a very good 
teacher ; she continues her work in the school. The range 
of buildings seen from the bungalow is where the rice is 
husked and cleaned, a go-down for the girls^ brass vessels, 
also other go-downs for rice in the husk and stores. — Mrs. 
BucJcley. 

VOL. XVL H 
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By MiSB OXLAD. 

We have now left oflF school for the usual month's holiday, 
for the Chinese New Year, having had for the first time to go 
through the test of a Government EianiinatioUj the restdts of 
which were fairly satisfactory.* Indeed^ taking all things 
into consideration, I feel that the three Schools have closed 
in a better condition, and with better prospect for next year, 
than I expected a few months ago ; for I have several times 
during the past year had many difficulties and discourage- 
ment in one or other of them. 

The School in Stanton Street continues by far the best; in- 
deed, the only one with which 1 feel at all satisfied. This is 
o^ing mainly to the superior character of the teacher; bat 
partly also to the fact that the scholars are of a better class 
than at the other schools, more refined and, intelligent, more 
regular in thisir attendance, and parents and scholars alike 
more able to appreciate the benefits of education. The ave- 
rage number of scholars during the year has been over thirty. 

* " We learn that the Baxter Vernacular Girls' School in Stanton 
Street, conducted by Miss Oxlad, underwent yesterday a very success- 
ful examination by the Government Inspector of Schools ; the result 
was extremely gratifying. Out of thirty-seven pupils, twenty-eight 
passed in the various branches of secular knowledge : comprising, 
readilig, repetition, and explanation, writing copy and dictation, and 
plain needlework. The religious examination, later in the day, by the 
Eev. A. B. Hutchinson, was attended witb equally satisfactory results. 
It is a matter for congratulation that the indefatigable and praise- 
worthy exertions of the lady in question have been crowned vnth gfuch 
a measure of success. Could such schools te largely multiplied, it 
would be a great blessing to the Chinese community." — ChimJa Mail 
'** I had great pleasure in examining Miss Oxlad's Schools in reli- 
gious knowledge, individually, and was exceedingly pleased with the 
result. The knowledge manifested by the little girls of General BiUe 
History was surprising, and reflected the greatest credit on Miss 
Oxlad and the teachers she ha.s trailed." — Ex^act of 'a letter from 
the Bev. A, B. Hiitchmson^ 
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Of these, sixteen hare attended constantly from the thne the 
school was opened in jnne, 1872, till now, and will, I believe, 
all retnm next year ; three others, who only entercfd this year 
(yon seel reckon in Chinese fashion, not English), have been 
equally regular ; five of last year's attendants, after coming a 
good part of this year, have left before its end, from various 
causes. Seven more have only joined in the latter half of the 
year, and there have been, at difTerefit times, fifteen others who 
have only come for a few months or weeks, and then left. 
This gives forty-six children who have been for a longer or 
shorter time under Christian instruction; and out of that num- 
ber only one of tke regular, and one of the casual, attendants 
have ever had any other school teaching, except the fivewhobe- 
long to Dr. EitePs congregation, and attend his Sunday-school. 
Duriug the earlier part of the year the school had several 
interruptions. First, it was closed for some weeks because 
of smallpox in the house. Then on that account I had to re- 
move it to another house which the Chinese said was haunted, 
so that only half the children would go for another month. 
And soon after we came back to our own house, the teacher's 
health — never very strong — failed altogether, and she had to 
go away for more than three months. During that time I used 
to feel almost in despair about the school that I always reck- 
oned as my best. The children did not like either of the 
two substitutes whom I engaged in succession during their 
own teacher's absence, and consequently fell off mnchin their 
attendance, and more still in their behaviour. Disobedience 
and confusion were common ii; the schoolroom ; little acts of 
deception and theft that 1 rarely saw anything of before, called 
for constant punishment ; the teacher had generally some tale 
of misdemeanour during my absence from the house, and 
scholars and parents frequently came tvith complaints of the 
teacher. She was not a Christian, so that I had to give all 
the religious instruction myself; and being only engaged for 
a short time, she, of course, had not much personal interest 
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in the children. She did not live with me, so that I was alone 
out of school hoars; and altogether those summer months 
were very wearying ones. 

On my teacher^s return, everything suddenly went right 
again as i£ by magic. The absentees returned, the irregular 
attendance of many ceased, and order ajud good behaviour were 
restored. Since then, everything has gone on smoothly and 
pleasantly, except the teacher's health, which is a constant 
source of anxiety. I am obliged to have an assistant for her, 
to spare her voice as much as possible; and I hope now an- 
other month's rest will strengthen her again for next year's 
renewed work. I am removing the School, but only to a Chi- 
nese house opposite, in the same street, though the change 
will not affect the scholars at all ; and though I shall be no 
longer residing with the teacher, she has become so thoroughly 
accustomed to my plans now, that she does as well without my 
constant presence. She is so earnest and decided a Christian, 
and her influence, as such, so thoroughly to be trusted, that I 
do not think the school will really lose anything by thechange. 

The school at Tay-jing-pim has kept on pretty fairly; that 
is the best I can say for it. The attendance, except in a few 
cases, is comparatively irregular ; but I have been glad to find 
that, in spite of a good many desertions, we have been able to 
keep together a class of elder girls, who all say they mean to 
.come back next year. This is one advantage of a school in a 
^poorer neighbourhood ; the children are not too high up in 
.position to be allowed to go to school when they have passed 
the age of twelve or thirteen; and as only a very few are small 
footed, they can come and go without an attendant. Still, 
there is the corresponding disadvantage; the elder girls in poor 
houses cannot be spared from the work of the house, or from 
earning money in some way, so we have lost several on these 
accounts who were just beginning to get on well. In the 
f ormpr part of the year, the opening of a Roman Catholic 
schoolji^ot far off, with large promises of rewards to its scholars, 
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and '' not many books to read/' was an inducement to several 
to leave ns ; but I have not beard anything of it lately. We 
close the school with seventeen names on the register, who all 
profess an intention of returning next year. Of these, only three 
remain of the original number of last year, but these (with 
one other big girl) have been the most regular attendants, 
and have by far the largest amount of Christian knowledge. 
About half of these have attended regularly, more or less, 
through the year ; the other half have entered the school 
later ; and besides these, there have been nineteen others at 
various times who have not persevered in their attendance 
for any length of time. This makes the total number of 
scholars during the year, thirty-six, only one of whom had 
any previous instruction elsewhere. None of them are Chris- 
tians, or, as far as I can learn, have any Christian connections \ 
but since the first struggle at the opening of the school in 
the former year, we have rarely heard any objections to Chris- 
tian teaching, and occasionally some of them accompany the 
teacher to church. The teacher is apparently much liked by 
the girls, and I am very yirell satisfied with her. She has njow 
two children of her own, but I do not find that her increased 
domestic duties have made her at all neglectful of the school. 
I was able to provide her with a girl to help her with the baby, 
in the person of a homeless and partially crippled girl, dis- 
charged from the hospital, whom I was asked to take in ; so 
it happened opportunely that I was able to find a home for 
her at no expense to anybody, and with considerable advantage 
to my teacher and my school. She shares in the school in- 
struction when she has time; so her severe accident may per- 
haps be of good service to her, by putting her in the way of 
a Christian, instead of an immoral, life. The teacher likes 
her, and will, I think, prove a good mistress, if the girl 
chooses to stay. The teacher has a very cheerful, energetic 
manner, and always seems so happy and interested in her 
school -work, that I hope she may be able to continue it. Cer- 
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tainly hQr scholars did not fall at all below those of Stanton 
Street dAi tjie Government examination ; and she explains the 
Scripture sometimes to the children very clearly and nicely, 
at least to the elder girls ; where she seems to fail is with the 
little ones, who still seem as stupid and unable to answer 
questions as they were at first. Neither has she, nor yet have 
I, succeeded yet in teaching these girls to sing one simple 
hymn-tune even passably, I am afraid the girls are too rough 
and unpolished to have any voices at all. They make plenty 
of noise, but have no idea of tune. I shall make another trial 
next year, I think ; give up these big girls as impracticable, 
and reducing their noise to silence, start afresh with the little 
ones. ' We have several promises of new scholars next year, 
and being better known now, the school may increase. And 
as my new residence is near the school, I mean to give it a 
larger share of my time. If the big girls do return, we shall 
try and get them on, and work them up to more than they 
have yet attempted. 

(To he continued,) 

^epoor JBoavtimff ^cI)ooI, ^mitft Crabantorr* 

By Mes. Leb. 
In writing the Eeport of the Girls' Boarding School for 1873, 
I am glad to say that the school is in a prosperous condition. 
The number of boarders in the school to the end of the year 
was twenty-seven j of day-scholars, five. At the vacation in 
March, two of the elder girls left, but we afterwards took in 
two more, so keeping up the same number throughout the 
year. One of the two who left the school was married in 
November. She is the daughter of a catechist, and has mar- 
ried into a pious family. Arrangements have been made for 
taking in six new girls at the beginning of the year 1874. 
The studies this year have, I think, been kept up with more 
than usual energy. Special pains have been taken by myself 
to train the girls in habits of neatness, order, and industry. 
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At the annual examination of the children in March, their 
answers gave general satisfaction. This yearns studies have 
been a continuation of those of last year; viz., Bible lessons, 
history, grammar, geography, arithmetic, natural philosophy, 
and English. The first class in English has been taken by 
myself, daily, for one hour. Dr. Thomson has kindly given 
the girls a singing lesson in the Tonic Sol-fa notation,, every 
Tuesday. The hours for study are frona seven to t\70, with 
intervals for taking food. At two o'clock they learn plain 
sewing, etc., etc. Eight of the most advanced girls learn 
embroidery. The general conduct of the girls has been such 
as to give me much satisfaction. The regular and punctual 
attendance too of Isaac, schoolmaster, and the pains he has 
taken in teaching the girls have been very gratifying to me. 
The Bible-class on Sunday afternoons, and the prayer- 
meetings on Saturday evenings, have been kept up as usual. 
Although at present we may not see, to the full extent we 
could wish, the good results of the Christian teaching which 
we try to impart to these girls, we feel assured that they will 
be both seen and felt in the future. At the prayer-meeting 
the elder girls offer prayer, and their prayers are character- 
ized * by simplicity of thought and earnestness of manner, as 
well as by acquaintance with the way of salvation through 
Jesus Christ. ^.«__ 

IBamtetta^ 

By Miss M. L. Whately, of Cairo. 

Most persops have learned, when young, in their atlas, that 
Damietta and Rosfetta are two ancient towns in the delta of 
Egypt, but very few know much more about them ; so it may 
not be superfluous to tell your readers that Damietta is the 
larger and more important of the two, .and that it is situated 
on a tongue of land, with the river on one side and the sea on 
the other ; though quite flat, the rich produce of the coun- 
try, and the sea view, make it highly picturesque and pleas- 
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ing. The population are beKeved to be of that race which 
came over to Egypt from Arabia in ancient days, when 
the famous shepherd kings invaded the country. Of coarse 
there is much obscurity about such remote events, but the 
searchers into ancient lore declare there is good reason for 
this supposition. 

What is however of far deeper interest to the Christian 
who wishes to see the kingdom of our Lord ^spread and 
increase, is the fact that there is a population of twenty-five 
thousand souls, at the least, without any one to proclaim to 
them the gospel as it is in truth and simplicity, — without 
Schools, without missionary, or Bible woman, or teacher ! 
Their ignorance is like the Egyptian darkness — darkness that 
might be felt. In the month of April (this year) Mr. Joseph 
Shakoor, of the English Egyptian Mission, went down to see 
this interesting place, having had a request from some of the 
better class of inhabitants who had heard of our Cairo schools, 
to open a branch school in this city. He called on the princi- 
pal Christian families, and also on some Mohammedans, and 
was received with great courtesy by all of them. The Coptic 
Greek Church people seemed indeed rather in fear one of an- 
other, and it was necessary to see them separately and pri- 
vately ; but so many agreed in desiring the school, and that 
without delay, that he*thought it best to write to me to send 
what little money we had to spare for it, and open the school 
at once. This is a school for hoys^ since it would not do in 
so remote a place to send a female teacher to open a girls^ 
school until a footing had been gained ; but we consider it 
only a matter of time, and for this reason put the case of this 
ancient and long-neglected city before the readers of this 
Intelligencer. As s9on as we have the means we will open a 
girls^ school also; for our hearts yearn over those poor 
women whom no one has thought of, and who are even more 
deeply ignorant than the men. If spared to next year, I hope 
to visit the place, and reconnoitre especially the state of the 
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females. Meantime the mission is commenced in faith, that 
the Lord of the vineyard will send help, and a rich blessing 
on this work. 

When Mr. Shakoor put up the placards announcing the 
new school, on the walls of the church (by the permission of 
the Coptic priest), as well as in several other places, the 
people crowded round, full of the liveliest interest ; one ran 
to hold the ladder, another the papers, and many voices called 
out, " God bfess you, sir V^ while others of the richer class 
(a small minority in poor Damietta) said, " This is a good 
deed. Who among us would do such good ? '^ Surely a 
blessing will follow if we pray and labour in humble faith. 
They said, like the man of Macedonia in the vision of the 
apostle Paul, ^^ Come over and help us ; '' and though there 
seemed no earthly means, we felt the call must be obeyed. 
And when we heard that the people said, ^' Give us also a 
school for our girls /' cannot our friends guess how earnestly 
I longed to grant the request ? and will they not recollect the 
words of the familiar hymn, — 

" On many an ancient river, 

On many a palmy plain, 
They call us to deliver 

Their land from error's chain." 



7rom the ^'Becord:'' 
A Dbawinq-eoom meeting on behalf of this old-established 
and most useful Society was held on Monday evening. May 
18,' on the invitation of Mr. and the Misses Haldane, at their 
residence, 118, Westbourne Terrace. The Earl of Shaftes- 
bury presided, and the company included : — The Countess 
of Gainsborough, Lady Edith Ashley, and Miss Browne; 
Hon. Mrs. Kinnaird, Hon. Miss Kinnaird, Hon. H. and 
Mrs. Noel, Hon. Miss Waldegrave, Lady Smith and Col. 
Pinney, Lady Ord^ and Miss Cooke^ from Singapore; 
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Admiral Sir James Hope, G.O.B., and Miss Hope ; Mrs. 
Bruce, of Kennet ; Mrs. Chenevix Trench, Miss Whately, 
Miss Portal, Miss Marston, Miss Deacons, Mr. and Mrs. 
Tinne, Mrs. John Wood, Mrs. Bu^llen, Mr. and Mrs. Tolle- 
mache, Mr. Holms, M.P., and Mrs. Holms, Mrs. and Miss 
Braithwaite, Mrs. Crampton, Mrs. JloUond ; B«v. Dr. Boult- 
bee, Rev, Dr. Bliss, Eev. J. Pearse^ from Madagascar ; Revs. 
R. Billing, W. Q. Purton, F. Cox;, Henry Fox, R. Baker; 
Messrs. Agnew, Shepp^rd, Hardcastle, Fuller Maitland, 
Porter, Guthrie, Byre, Grant, P. V. Smith, and Mr. Shakoor, 
of Cairo, etc., etc. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by th.e Rev. 
Frederick Cox. Mr. Haldane stated that Sir Harry Ord, late 
Governor of Singapore, who had intended to be present 
and bear his testimony to the work of the Society in that 
settlement, was at the last mon\ent, to his great regret, 
prevented from coming. The I?»ev. Narayan Sheshadri, the 
converted Brahmin, would also have attended but for his 
' departure home at the end of last week, and he too had 
desired the expression of his regret at absence. 

Although there was no formal Report, the Rev. Dr. 
Boultbee, of St. John^s College, Highbury, gave an in- 
teresting general view of the Society^s work. Every word 
of its objects, " Female Education in the East,*^ embodied, 
he said, an argument in its favour. It employed the agency 
of women to benefit those of their own sex ; and the scope 
of the -^ education ^^ it promoted included not children only, 
but adults — as, for example, in the Zenana Missions — ^all- 
important, but not susceptible of public notice, for if it were 
thought in India that such work would be paraded in Europe, 
a stop would be at once put to it. Then there was the field 
of labour — the Eastern wqrld;, throughput which, notwith- 
standing its vast e3s;tent, this Society — rthe oldest of its kind 
in England— ^had scattered its agency. Dating from 1838 
'^ One hundred and forty agents have been sent out to various 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Female Missionary Intelligeticer. 1 07 

posts in India, China, the Malay peninsula, the Mauritius, 
South and West Africa, and the Levant. Of these, many- 
have died at their post, actively working till they were 
'bidden up higher;^ and of the survivors, the majority are 
still engaged in the same or kindred fields of labour. In al- 
most all the stations which have been long occupied, there 
can be found pupils who are now the heads of Christian 
housieholds, and are adorning their profession by consistent 
practice. There are now 351 schools in correspondence with 
the Society, containing upwards of 13,000 pupils. These 
comprise schools in all the countries just mentioned.*' 

In conclusion. Dr. Boultbee observed that there were two 
countries, of remarkable interest, yet to be entered upon 
anew, Japan and Madagascar ; and to each of these agents 
were about to go forth. 

The Eev. J. Pearse, for ten years a Missionary of the Lon- 
don Society in Madagascar, dwelt on the great changes which 
had taken place during that time — changes in view of which 
the utterance of his heart was truly — 

" siiv^ nnto the Lord a new song, 
For He hath done marvellous things.** 

When he and his family were leaving Antananarivo for Eng- 
land, carried palanquin fashion, they were met at the first 
hill-top by some 3000 native Christians, and there, in the 
open air, the farewell prayer-meeting was held, the burden 
of the supplication being that God would give the missionary 
family a safe journey home, and, in His own good time, bring 
them back again. Never could he forget the cordial '^ Good- 
bye, sir j good-bye, madam; n^ay He take you in safety to the 
land whither you would go.'^ Such was the loving, warnx, 
hearty, genial character of the Malagasy Christians ! The 
persecutions for which the island was onc^ known had 
become a thing of the past ;. and the very spots most deeply 
stained by the blood of martrydom, were now the places at 
which the missionary could freely stand and tell of that 
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'^ blood whicli cleansetli from all sin/' The present qneer 
was an avowed and, judging by her fruits, a decided Cbris- 
tian : none would give this Society's proposed missionaries a 
more bearty welcome than she would ; for she was willing to 
do everything in her power to promote the welfare of her 
people. Let them not, however, mistake the present position 
of things in Madagascar. Though missionary labour had been 
so abundantly blessed, Madagascar, as a whole, was neither 
educated nor Christianised. Five millions were yet outside 
Christian influence, and of the half million who were nomi- 
nally Christians, a large proportion were as babes in know- 
ledge and experience, needing still to be taught almost 
everything. Labourers, male and female, were the great want 
of Madagascar. Idolatry was indeed overthrown, but lament- 
able to state, the number of nominal Christians was even on 
the decrease, because there was no one to teach them ! In 
proof of this Mr. Pearse read the letter of a native pastor 
giving an account of a village of nominal Christians, with 
the statement, that they had '^no one to preach to them but 
one old woman.'' All honour to that old woman ! On tliis 
the reverend gentleman based a touching appeal for Madagas- 
car, and he concluded by giving the assurance of a hearty 
welcome to teachers to be sent out by this Society. 

He was followed by the Rev. Dr. Bliss, of the Syrian Col- 
lege, Beyrout, who paid a high tribute to the labours of Mrs. 
Watson, at Beyrout and Shemlan, and to several teachers of 
this Society in Syria, the Lebanon, and Palestine, including 
Miss Hicks, Miss Jacombs, and Miss Stainton. He spoke 
particularly of Nazareth, and the valuable work which is 
being carried on at that important centre. No enterprise 
was, he said, more encouraging than that which was being 
carried out by this Society; — its teachers were judicious, 
straightforward people, exercising a most godly influence on 
all around. He urged the Committee to persevere in this 
great work, adding in the way of practical counsel, "Don't 
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be too anxious for quick returns. If any of your teachers 
have made a failure, get others ; keep right on ; the results, 
though delayed, are perfectly sure in the end/^ Dr. Bliss 
concluded with a hearty expression of the readiness of the 
American missionaries to welcome and co-operate with the 
agents of this Society. 

Admiral Sir James Hope testified to what he had seen of 
the valuable labours of the Society^s Agent (Mjss Cooke) at 
Singapore ; and said he was glad to find that the same lady 
was to be sent to open up the new ground in eJapan. Sir 
James conveyed to the noble chairman the cordial thanks of 
the meeting for his services in the chair. 

The Earl of Shaftesbury, in responding, expressed the 
gratification with which he heard the fresh testimony now 
borne to the value of female agency in the mission field. The 
increased employment of wom^n, both at home and abroad, 
was, he said, one of the' hopeful features of these times. 
Another thing which he had heard with satisfaction was Mr. 
Pearse's account of the queen of Madagascar. What a prac- 
tical answer had they in these facts to the statement of Sir 
Samuel Baker, that ^^civilization must precede Christianiza- 
tion.^^ We say, ^' The Gospel itself is civilization, and there 
is no civilization without the principles and practices of 
Christianity .'' The noble lord proceeded to enforce the 
cautionary remarks of Dr. Bliss, as to lack of faith involved 
in impatience for results. That there were results, though 
often unseen, he iQustrated by the case of an old woman in 
the east of London, who showed a remarkable knowledge of 
good things, and when asked, " How did you get hold of these 
things V^ replied, '^ By attendance at the preaching in one of 
the theatres.^' Might there not be hundreds and thousands 
of such instances ? The elevation of the female sex was, he 
went on to observe, connected with all that was good, pure, 
and safe. The present tendency in this country to go . too 
fast in this direction was amusingly illustrated by the in- 
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stance of one of the '^liigher-education" ladies leaving Landed 
to his lordship a little tract, '^ How to Peed a Baby with a 
Spoon/' He, for one, could give no encouragement to this 
line of women's elevation. But the safe rule and test was, 
that women should be educated to the level which made them 
fit companions for men. In the Bast the degradation of the 
women arose from that of the men; and the rale of the men, 
exercised especially when there was polygamy, was that of 
the stick. This called to mind an anecdote related to him by 
the late Prince Consort, in regard to a certain Turkish dis- 
trict remarkable for its peace and freedom from litigation. 
The explanation of the governor was, that he had two benches, 
and when litigants came before him, he beckoned one to the 
right hand, and the other to the left, and said, '^ Before you 
begin, you'll lie down there, and each of you receive twenty- 
five lashes.'* Speaking further on the state of things in the 
mission field, the noble lord cited the remarkable speech of 
Narayan Sheshadri at the Bible Society's anniversary, telling 
how, when awakened to the true character of Brahminism, 
and determined to have nothing more to do with it, the 
vacuum was filled. His heart was drawn to the Book of 
books ; and, by the simple study of the Bible, he was led to 
the conviction that he could no longer remain apart from 
Christianity \ and so, thirty years ago, he was ^' enabled to 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ," and he proceeded to testify 
his experimental realization of the Divine promises. Such a 
testimony, from such a witness, was a great and leading fact 
in the history of the Missions \ and might there not be hun- 
dreds and thousands of such cases ? Indeed, the further testi- 
mony of Mr. Sheshadri was to the effect that the very pre- 
sence of the missionaries in the country, and the practical 
weight of their character, had produced an impression over 
the whole surface of India, very much abating the hostile 
attitude of the people towards the gospel. From aU this it 
was abundantly plain that, with a little more patience and & 
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Httl6 more faith, gteat results might be looked for; and he 
especially rejoiced in the iticreasing employment of women 
iA the mission field, both at home atid abroad. He was more 
than ever satisfied that this Society had taken the true and 
the right line, and, in heartily commending it to the support 
of all present, he recalled the lines of Barry Cornwall : — 

** When otliers foiled, woman alone was brave, 
Last at His cross, and earliest at His^ave." 

The proceedings were then closed with the benediction) by 
Dr. Bouitbee. 



^elilims in a $oor jTamtlp m Snliia. 

By Eev. Fv B. Cheeington, Seetapoee, Oude. 

The other day our dhobie (washerman) came to me, saying, 
Safkibf meri lurkian sham Ico shadi kurcugi, (Sir, my girls 
will be married this evening.) "Well,'* said I, " what of it V 
Looking meek, as only a Hindoo can, he replied, '^ Sahib, it 
is the custom of our country for employers to give presents, 
on such occasions, to their servants. '* I gave him a present 
for each girl. I then asked if he would let me see the 
wedding. Clasping his hands and bowing almost to the 
floor, he said, nothi'Ag would gratify him more than to haVe 
the sahib's presence in his poor hut at that tifne. 

I went oil with my work until about four o* clock, when aU 
ait once general bedlam seemed let loose right in front of my 
sttidy . Not knowing what to make of it, I rushed to the door, 
and saw about twenty dhobies, in gala dress, near the veranda. 
Two fellows (not dhobies) were dancing at a furious rate, while 
two others were singing Hindustani songs through their noses, 
and thumping kettle-drums. It was the wedding-party, and 
in this way the compliments of thebl"idegrooms were delivered 
to the sahib. 

The two feridegrooms seemed about fourteen and sixteen 
years old ; they were dressed in bright-cobured gowns that 
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c^me down to theirfeet^and on their lieads were crownsof red, 
white, green, blae, and yellow tissue paper. 

The father of the girls had to give to the fathers of the 
boys forty-five dollars^ worth of clothing, cooking utensils, 
and furniture, though his wages are only two dollars per 
month. Bach of the fathers of the boys then gave him in re- 
turn about two dollars^ worth of clothing. 

In addition to the gifts made by the girls' father, he had 
had to bear the whole expense of the wedding-feast, which 
continued three days and nights, with about fifty guests pre- 
sent all the time. The whole cost to the father must have 
been nearly a hundred dollars. How he will ever be able to 
pay it out of two dollars per month salary is to me a question 
hard to answer. But it is no uncommon thing for Hiudoos 
to be in debt for their great-grandmother's wedding expenses. 
Do you wonder that they always think it a calamity to have 
girls instead of boys ? This is one reason why so many of 
the poor people used to kill their little girls. The little girls 
wore' dresses of the gaudiest possible colours, — ^red, green, 
and yellow figures of large size and fantastic shape ; around 
their waists and drawn up over their heads were fine white 
muslin chuddars ; around their necks were necklaces of solid 
silver ; on thumbs, huge rings, with ^^ sets'' on them as big 
as a half-dollar; their arms, from wrists to elbows, were 
covered with bracelets of sUver, brass, and brightly-painted 
wood ; on their ankles were heavy-looking silver anklets ; 
on their toes, rings of awkward shape and inconvenient size; 
in their ears were cruel rings, the part going through the ear 
being as large as a man's thumb. — Heathen Woman's Friend, 
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?|ome for €g^tian (gulsf, Cairo. 

By Miss M. L. Whately. 

The woodcut in tliis number represents the little boarding- 
school, more properly called a ^^ Home,'^ which I commenced 
about a year ago. It had long been a matter of prayer and 
earnest desire that we might have at least a few girls entirely 
under Christian influence, and trained in good habits, more 
than is possible in a daily school. Want of means was tho 
only hindrance, for we had the place ready; three rooms, 

VOL. XVI. I 
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which formed parfc of my own house, and yet had a separate 
staircase on the outside wall, were vacant and only wanted to 
be fitted up. At last two cases came before me of fatherless 
children, which seemed so urgent that we could wait no longer; 
and, with the smallest possible amount of needful fornitare^ 
the beginning was made. As is frequently the case, some 
help was sent, quite unexpectedly, through the generosity of 
an Oriental gentleman, who said : '^ Now you have begun to 
take boarders, I felt especially moved to assist your work, for 
this is what the country needs above everything/^ After a 
short time others were received, of whom we have spoken in 
a former number ; there are three Christian and three Mo- 
hammedans. We hope to add a Jewish child to the Uttle 
circle ; but in my temporary absence some difficulty has oc- 
curred about the signing of papers, which has hindered the 
reception. 

If our friends knew the good worked by means of this build- 
ing, or rather part of a building, they would look with great 
delight, as I do, on that little sketch. For within those 
windows are assembled a dear ^.nd happy band of young 
sisters, learning civilized and Christian ways ; prayers ascend 
from lips that had never prayed till they came to us, and 
sweet hynuoB resound from the little balcony. The blue-eyed 
European girl, seated beside the dark-haired Copt, the Mos- 
lem Egyptian, and the half negress, aU assembled in a family 
circle, seem to form a pleasant picture of varieties of race 
joining in friendly union and worshipping together. All are 
much improved since they came to the Home, and of two 
especially we have hopes that they are beginning really to 
feel love and gratitude to their Saviour. 

All friends of female education will feel that this work has 
a claim on their interest and help ; our inmatSs being poor 
and fatherless, the Home is of course quite free. We hope 
shortly to increase the number, as our rooms are sufficient to 
accommodate twelve, had we the means for taking them. 
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By Miss Oxlad. 
{Ponduded, from jpage 102.) 

[Three months elapsed between the date of this letter, and 
that of the one which appeared on page 98. The progress 
now reported gives cause for much rejoicing.] 
The Schools are all going on very satisfactorily. I am quite 
delighted with *my new school-house in Stanton Street. It 
is light, airy, and convenient ; and as the new houses behind 
it are filling, I am having fresh applications for scholars. 
Some people come and ask for their children to be received, 
even weeks before they move into their houses, so I think I did 
a wise thing in securing one of these new houses, and the best 
of them, too! and almost the only one where I could secure 
myself, as I have done, extra room in case the school increases 
beyond its present accommodation ; there is more room than 
I had last year at my own dwelling. If so, I have only to turn 
out my lodgers, and use their rooms. There are now forty, 
and more promises for next month ; and I am glad to say 
almost aU the old scholars of last year have returned, except 
three or four, who have gone into the country. The teacher 
is hetter, but was getting quite ill again before we could 
succeed in getting somebody to help her^--^another of her sis- 
ters, lately a widow. Tay-jing-pun numbers thirty, and three 
more coming next week. There are only two of last year's 
scholars not returned, and they are all (at least, with very few 
exceptions) attending very regularly, which is a further im- 
provement on last year, and one or two are beginning to 
attend church frequently on Sundays. The teacher is as 
good and active a little body as can be. I have great reason 
to be thankful to Mr. Piper for providing me with such an 
excellent helper, as he took some trouble to get her down 
from Canton, when I first opened the school. At whatever 
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hour I go in, she is always at her post, and the children at 
work, and in order j and she does not seem to neglect her own 
children either, for even the baby seems to be taught school 
manners. She also seems to be getting an influence over 
some of her neighbours, who come in to talk to her about her 
religion, and sometimes accompany her to church. Her first 
class of children are now making real progress in their learn- 
ing, and seem really to care for it, and to care for purchasing 
for themselves their Christian books, which I could not get 
them to do last year. They are now also beginning geography, 
which pleases them very much. 

But the greatest success in point of numbers is the Tiow- 
ping'shan School, which went down so low last year that I 
threatened to close it. It now numbers fifty, and xmforfcu- 
nately, I was going to say, all attending regularly, for the 
room is so crammed there is hardly room to move in it. 
About twenty more have been refused, and some of them 
return, now and then, to see if there is any chance. I reck- 
oned that the room would accommodate twenty-four, and 
considered it comfortably ^Jfod! with the four desks for them, 
and the teacher^s table. The first week these were filled, 
and the request was for one more desk to be put in, by put- 
ting, the others closer. Then it was, ^^ Please send a small 
table for that corner, with a form long enough for three to sit 
at it '/' but, when the small, narrow table was sent for three, 
there were soon three on each side, and one at each end, and 
their books had to lie one over the other. The next thing I 
saw was all the teacher^s furniture, boxes, etc., cleared away 
from her own end of the room, the curtain that divided it 
from the schoolroom tucked up, and two small tables brought 
by the children and placed there, and half a dozen sitting at 
each. I thought then we had reached our utmost limits, but 
next time, I saw another small table with its proportionate 
occupants, and, because there was not room for proper seats, 
a narrow stool, used to hold up the bed boards, was placed 
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on each side to answer the purpose, and I hope the children 
enjoyed its comfortable proportions ! Next time, thefe was 
not a small, but a tiny table brought, with just room for its 
one owner, and a rickety old chair behind it ; and the only 
space left for my chair was at the top of the stairs, where I 
had to get up every time anybody wanted to go up or down. 
Thns, by clever management, we (or rather ilhey) squeezed in 
forty-seven, and I thought they had done ; but, positively, 
the next time I went, three more were tucked in somewhere, 
and now at fifty we must stop till we get. larger quarters, 
unless, indeed, our Inspector should find time to pay a visit, 
and turn half of them out for want of aiV, which unfortu- 
nately the children cannot bring with them as they did the 
tables. This cold weather is bad enough ; it really is cold ; 
we had fires here last .week, and winter clothes' to-day, though 
it is nearly May. I don^t believe in tropical climates any 
more. When the hot weather does come, it will be unbear- 
able, and what to do we don^t know. There is not a house 
vacant in the neighbourhood, the next-door neighbours can't 
be induced to turn out, and let us turn two rooms into one, 
and there are no large houses in the locality, except those in 
the had streets, where we can't go. So we {i.e. Mr. Hutchin- 
son) petitioned the government for a piece of ground by the 
chnrch, the only empty piece of land in the neighbourhood, 
and after being kept waiting for nearly a month we had, 
only yesterday, the refusal. It is a great disappointment, for 
we had very little doubt of raising the money for building, 
and good help already promised. It would have been so good 
to have a girls' Ischool-house near the church, and a pleasant, 
airy room like our boys' school, which now numbers, not 
fifty, but ninety, and many more refused there. So the secu- 
larists need no longer say that '^ Chinese children won't go 
to Christian schools." Dr. Eitel's boys' schools are also 
well attended. 
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^ better from a Zenana iMfesfionarp^ 

On the 9fch of this montli we received the box of fancy 
work per steamer Hindoo^ [for which accept our wannest 
thanks. The box arrived most opportunely, for our school 
funds were getting low ; but now, through your kind help, 
we shall, I trust, be able to go on as before. We have iJi- 
ready sold Es. 153 worth of things. Lately my sister and I 
have been feeling rather discouraged about our Zenana work ; 
one after another of our houses were closing, tUl at last we 
had only three left. We found the women were unwilling to 
give us the small sum of money we required of them monthly- 
We Hjave now thought it best to visit some houses without 
receiving payment, though we do so much against our will, 
for the baboos are rich, and can well afford to give us 2«. 
monthly. But we have been thinking, Would it be right to 
let the work drop on account of this objection ? and have 
decided it would not^ and with good results, for we have now 
seven houses. We shall still be able to keep our widow, for 
we have some Zenana money in hand, and continue to get 
some monthly from one or two houses. My sister and I 
have turned our thoughts in another direction. We have set 
up a little school in the Hindoo village, that is to say, we 
have secured a room in a respectable Hindoo woman's house, 
where we go twice a week, and have a class of such girls and 
women as like to come and learn. The first day we had 
eighteen girls and five women, and the next time twenty- 
five girls and five women. We trust this wili prove a suc- 
cessful opening, and that we may be able to do much good. 
Having a room like this, we can get together a number of 
women and children to speak to. One day of the week we 
teach needlework, and another day reading and writing, and 
each time we take a Bible-picture, which we show and explain 
to them, and they all seem most interested in what we 
tell them. Among our Zenanas, one promising house, 
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the wife's, of whom. I wrote to you in one of my former 
letters, has discontinued learning. I could not for a long 
time make out why she would no longer see me. She let 
me commence a piece of fancy work for her; but when I 
wanted to go and see her as usual, she sent word that she 
had some work on hand, and that when that was finished 
she would ask me to go and begin something else for her. 
I however sent word I wanted to see her for a few minutes, 
intending to find out what her real objection was to seeing 
me. I found out from her husband that his wife^s only objec- 
tion was my reading the Bible to her. She thought reading 
the Bible was a great waste of time, and did not want to do 
so. It was with regret I gave up visiting her. Her husband 
said he wotdd try to persuade her to think differently, and 
to continue leamiag as before. But my secret belief is that 
he influenced her against reading the Bible. When I left her 
she said she hoped I would not be angry with her, but I 
would go now and then of an afternoon, and pay her a visit. 
My sister and I have been to her once since then, and were 
asked by her to read, but we said as she had so expressly 
wished us not to read the Bible, we had not taken it with 
us. At which she hung down her head, and seemed quite 
confased. We promised to read to her the next time we go, 
and perhaps, after all, we may induce her to let me visit her 
regularly as before. 

By Miss Stubeock, Peblton, South Africa. 

I THINK I have mentioned my dear pupil Maria to you before. 
Well, the Master has come, and called for her. She was one 
of my oldest girls, and had made so much progress that I had 
given her a class in school, and intended bringing her on to 
take a teacher's place among us, or else to go and aid her 
brother, who is a native minister up at the Diamond. She 
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lived in my house for some time, and endeared herself to all 
of us. She was not perfect, but she struggled bravely with 
her besetting sin, and strove to overcome it, and was always 
sorrowful if she offended any one. After she had been with 
me some months in the house, she became ill. I took her in 
to King William^s Town, but all the doctor^s skill was baffled, 
and shehad to come home to die. If some of our young home 
friends could have gone with us into her hut day by day, they 
might have learned a lesson of patience and great waiting on 
God. Towards the end, her disease took the form of dropsy 
in the chest. She suffered a good deal ; but sweetly resigned 
to God^s will was she, whether for life or death. 

Two days before she died her aunt came to tell me she was 
worse. She gave me such a look of welcome, though she 
could not speak much. I had taken my Bible to read to her, 
but the hut was so crammed with people that I could not. I 
repeated a text, she seemed to drink in every word, and said 
" I know where that is, it is in Isaiah.^' Next morning, when 
I went in, she exclaimed, before I greeted her, ^^ are you 
going to read that chapter ? '^ I took my book and read 
the twelfth of Isaiah, and also the first three verses of the 
twenty-sixth chapter. She seemed to derive great comfort 
from the precious words. I repeated some of our hymns we 
sing in school. One I dare say nearly all young people know, 
'^ Joyfully, joyfully, onward we move.^^ I forgot some of the 
words ; she discovered the mistakes, caught up the words, 
and finished it herself. When I bade her farewell, she said, 
" Come again,^^ and I promised. I can see her big eyes fixed 
on me now, as she watched me out of the hut. I had in- 
tended to go over again next morning, thinking I might see 
her once again ; but, just after sundown, her brother came 
to tell me that she had passed away. She had looked up just as 
the sun was setting, and remarked, " The sun is setting, but 
mine is rising, and I am nearly home. Miss Stueeock.'^ 
Though I was not there, she addressed me. Her friends 
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looked, and she was not, for her spirit had returned to God. 
The following day I took all my girls to see her for the last 
time, and lay her in her last resting-place. One of her 
brothers had picked out the best stone he could from the 
common, and with the help of a common knife and loving 
lingers cut out her full name, the date of her departure, and 
the precious words, '^ Sleep in Jesus,^^ underneath the date, 
and. fixed it at the head of the grave, and there we leave heir 
clay till that glorious morning when Christ will come, and 
claim all His own from Peelton. 

Lettee from Marians Brother to Miss Sturrock. 

My dear Friend, — I was preparing to write to you when 
your letter was handed to me by one of our lads, having just 
arrived by to-day's post. It was with peculiar interest that 
I read your very encouraging and comforting letter, which 
was so needed in my present circumstances. I had heard 
of the sickness of my departed and dear sister Ma/ria, both 
from my parents and brothers, and also of the kindness you 
have from time to time shown to her. Had I not, previously 
to the sad news of her death, submitted myself to the holy and 
righteous will of our heavenly Father, I do not know what 
feelings such intelligence would have produced in my heart. 
But blessed be God, who hath not left us in darkness as to 
the eternal home of those who die in the Lord ! The thought 
that my dear sister has departed this world for ever, so that I 
shall never see her again in this life, has indeed troubled my 
heart ; but the most cheering thought that she is for ever 
with. Christ in glory has totally displaced the other. To think 
that she has now come to the end of our faith and hope, and 
that she is now really and truly in the possession and full en- 
joyment of those heavenly riches you and I now fully believe 
and hope to enjoy, but have not yet seen, — to think of this, 
I say, has greatly comforted me ; and so might it you, who 
have been the means of communicating to her the instruction 
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by which she will be able to appreciate those heavenly riches. 
Oh, may the link which has been formed, binding us closer to 
the better world, never be broken, that when we shall have 
to leave this world, whether it be one by one, we may all go 
to that happy home to which we hope our dear one has gone ; 
and ,'^^may her departure be the means of enlivening our 
thoughts of that homiB ! You have expressed in very appro- 
priate terms a truth which cannot be understood by the world, 
that a link has been formed between us which cannot be 
broken, since she who has gone was, and is still, dear to us 
both. If I had not experienced the same feeling with regard 
to some of the people among whom I am here labouring, I 
neither could have well understood your statement, nor con- 
gratulatedyou in the most cheering thought, and God so made 
us that we feel such a link to exist. 

What I was going to write to you about, before I received 
your letter, was to ask if you could conveniently write to the 
Kaffir Express y or some other periodical, a short statement on 
the death of my sister Maria ; or if you could authorize some 
other person to write briefly for the January number of the 
Kaffir Express, 

With reference to our evangelistic work here, I have abuD- 
dant reasons to thank the Great Master of the vineyard for 
opening a way in these diamond diggings, which at first 
seemed to be the fountain of all vices. The moral condition 
of the people now here cannot be properly said to be worse 
than that of any other town in the colony. There can be no 
doubt that during these last two or three years there has been 
a decided moral improvement. The sphere of labour in which 
I am employed I consider to be a most usef al and important 
one, though it has also many difficulties, chiefly arising from 
the unsettled state of the people. The advantages, however, 
are great, inasmuch as a great many of the coloured tribes of 
this country are here gathered together, and therefore the 
seed of the gospel, that is here planted, has the greater act- 
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vantage of spreading over a large portion of South Africa. 
Our ohurch.is situated without the town of Kimherleyy a little 
below the market square^ and my home is close behind it* A 
portion of the people of our congpregation are living together 
on the north-west end of the town, while many of them are 
scattered all over the place. The general attendance on Sun- 
day service is a little more than 200. The hearts of many of 
them seem to adhere close to me, and I am afraid that the 
relationship which has been thud formed, and the ties of affec- 
tion consequent thereon, will one day cause great difficulty in 
separating the minister fnom the congregation. I shall not 
easily forget the impression made in my heart by your con- 
solatory letter. It has served an important purpose in cheer- 
ing my heart, for which I now send my best thanks. I wish 
you all encouragement and success in the great Master'swork, 
so that, when you shall have to follow your dear Maria, you 
may receive a crown of glory which f adeth not away, which 
is the souls of those whom you have trained to the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Accept the kindest and best wishes of 

Yours affectionately, 

GwAY Tyamsyashe. 



" He heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth." — Mark x. 47. 

The above is the title of one of the hymns which has been 
carried home to so many hearts by the power of the Spirit, 
in th^ recent work in Scotland, that we cannot but think a 
second letter from Nazareth would be acceptable to our 
readers, and perhaps call forth some memorials of gratitude 
in helping the schools of the Society for Female Educa- 
tion IN THE East, and especially an orphanage which they 
are now erecting at Nazareth. 
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'^My deae Mrs. R ^ 

*^I thank you very mucli for admitting my former 
letter from Nazareth. I am cheered when I hear God^s dear 
children are remembering our wants and moved to aid us in 
providing ^a little sanctuary' for homeless ones, in the 
literal home of Immanuel, when He dwelt among men, the 
only consecration this place has yet known. Is it not a 
mournful fact that in the cottage homes of Nazareth He is 
yet so very little known ^ for a refuge ' ? But their time is 
coming, and the dear children being fed on the ^sincere 
milk of the Word ' in our schools, will be a seed to serve 
Him, I humbly trust, and will prove their heavenly calling, 
in conflict with the ingrained and inherited forms of error 
and superstition in which since the very first ages of the 
Church men have lived and died here. 

^^ Externally, it does not appear that a breath of change 
has passed over the place ; but, for all that air of immobility, 
hearts and minds are stirring with new thoughts and feel- 
ings, ahd one can see the dawn of great changes. You will 
be interested to hear, unless you know already, that two 
years ago a Bible-woman was in lively and successful work 
here, and highly acceptable to the women of the town, but 
she married and removed to the north, and it has proved 

impossible to find a suitable successor, though Mrs. Z , 

the English Church Missionary's wife, has a salary ready for 
any one, paid by a kind American friend ; but the grown-up 
women who can read are nowhere to be found, and a young 
girl will not do, so we can but wait until the Lord of the 
harvest send another. 

"Your friends have read so much about Nazareth that I 
cannot in all probability add a fresh trait to the picture they 
can already form of it ; but the succession of lovely flowers 
has been something I could not have conceived from any 
past experience in the south ; their profusion, variety, and 
rich colouring are truly remarkable. As an American lady 
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assured me the other day, even in the more fertile regions 
of the States, she never saw anything to equal the richness 
of Palestine at this season. You can fancy the exquisite 
pleasure it is to ramble over the hills, and in every nook and 
comer to come on those floral beauties one could only find at 
home under the sheltering care of a scientific gardener. 
When I speak of hills, there are none here difficult to climb, 
for their forms are gentle and rounded, far more Lowland 
Scotch than Swiss. Indeed, those three small countries, 
that each in their way have done such hig things — Palestine, 
Greece, and Scotland — are singularly alike in physical con- 
formation; and if the breath' from heaven blowing over 
the Northern Kingdom were only to visit the East and the 
South, how soon would the solitary wilderness rejoice and 
blossom as the rose ! Oh that the Lord would soon turn 
again the captivity of Jacob ! Perhaps the in-bringing is 
nearer than any of us anticipate. 

^^ We hope we shall be carried through in getting money 
enough to finish the Orphanage ; but materials are so diffi- 
cult to procure in a country which has no roads. I trust 
our work will be owned and blessed by the King of kings, 
since He also is ^ Jesus of Nazareth.' A bootmaker here 
said to me in his own Arabic, ^ Ah, yes ; it is not said Jesus 
of Jerusalem, of Damascus, of Acre, — it is always " Jesus of 
Nazareth '^ in the Holy Book. What a glory for us poor 
people of Nazareth.' -I ask your prayers. If you can put 
in a word for our Orphanage in any quarter where it will 
be influential I shall feel truly grateful. 

^^Yours, &c., F. M.'' 

" A friend has already given ns some help in this direction, which is 
surely well bestowed, and we have divided it with the Syrian schools 
at Beirut. Education in these lands must be preparatory to their 
spiritual resurrection, and England owes them rich return for all 
her blessings." — Missing Link Magazine, 
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A VISIT. 

By Mes. E. B. Baldwin. 

To-day we will take our sedan-chairs and go to a villagea short 
distance from ns^ to call upon a family of the field class. Aswe 
ride alongyonare delighted with the views aromid. Noticehow 
very beautiful the great rice plain appears. No fences mar a 
Chinese landscape^ but each man^s possessions are separated 
from his neighbour's by a very narrow ridge or path of earthy 
not visible at a short distance. Stones are also used to mark 
boundaries. In consequence of this^ the great rice plain in 
front of us^ though really divided up and belonging to many 
people^ yet looks like one great field. The plats are of differ- 
ent outline^ and of every shade of green^ from the most deli- 
cate yellow tint to the dark glossy shade, according to the 
age of the rice. Now we approach a small, miserable-looking 
village. For some time before we reach it, the wolfish-looking 
dogs announce our approach by the most persistent barking. 
These dogs allow Chinese to pass undisturbed; but let a 
foreigner come near, and before he is in sight all the dogs in 
the place turn out to greet him. This village is a fair specimen 
of the many scattered over the country. It is made up of two or 
three shops, and a dozen or twenty houses, constructed of mnd 
and straw or brick, and two or three rooms to each. The floors 
are of earth beaten hard. No windows, but a small square 
hole in the wall and the door admit light. A little to one 
side is a larger and better looking house, surrounded by a 
wall, indicating the residence of a more prosperous &milf . 
The one street of the village is just wide enough for two 
people to walk abreast, or the passage of one sedan-chair. 
As we enter the place men, women, children, and dogs rush 
out to see us. Soon our ears are assailed with the usual ex- 
Dression of contempt, " Hwcmg hiang /" foreign child. 
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That little child in its father's arms is screaming with terror 
at the sight of us, . The father^ to tease the child, pretends 
to offer him to ns, when the child becomes nearly wild with 
fear. Thus, amid the yells of the dogs, the screams of the 
child, and the compliments and insults of the people, we move 
on, and alight at the house we propose to visit. It is like all 
the others, anji certainly not at all inviting. A large-f qoted 
woman comes out to receive us, while all the village are at our 
heels. Don't be afraid, they are simply curious. Involun^ 
tarily yqu draw your skirts about you and shrink from them, 
they look so strange, so filthy, and so offensive. The 
lady of this house, our friend of the large feet, is cordial in 
her greeting, and soon we are seated in the main room on 
wooden stools, minus backs. The room has an earthen floor. 
The furniture consists of one or two more wooden stools, a 
small table, a tobacco pipe, and two or three dirty children. 
Pigs and chickens lie around in the most sociable manner, 
and while we are talking one of the former walks deliberately 
through the room. 

But the crowd is at the door, and some are plying us with 
curious questions. How old are we ? How many children 
have we (meaning boys only) ? How long have we been in 
the Middle Kingdom ? Do we have a sun and moon in the 
^^Flowery FlagEingdoxn" ? etc., etc. In the meanwhile others 
tire making desperate efforts to get glimpses of our feet ; and 
how do we fell in their esteem when by some unlucky move 
we reveal our full-grown feet ! It is diflBcult to convince them 
that the incomparable honour of having bound, or " heavenly, 
feet '' is not known in our country. There is nothing about 
their clothing to tempt inspection. It is simply dyed blue 
muslin, very coarse, for they are very poor. You will be in- 
terested, perhaps, in examining the house, after we have sipped 
the tea, without sugar and milk, that the lady of the house 
kindly offers us, in very common porcelain cups, that might 
be improved by washing. Never mind, you mustn't see every- 
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thing 1 Shut your eyes and swallow without thinking ! Now 
we will look about us. Back of the room we are in is a 
wretched little room, on one side of which is a brick and 
mortar range, upon which is a large iron pan for cooking the 
family rice. Eice and tea, varied occasionally with fish and 
vegetables, and meat once a week, is their diet. On one side 
of the kitchen you will notice a gay coloured picture pasted 
against the wall ; that is the kitchen god and goddess, 
found in some form in every kitchen, surrounded by pictures 
of household utensils and animals. This picture is put up 
on the first day of the new year. On the 1st and ISth 
days of every month incense is burnt to them, and on the 
24th day of the last month rice and fruit are offered to 
them to put them in a good humour, that when they are 
burnt on the last day of the year and ascend to the Upper 
Euler they may give a favourable account of the affairs of the 
kitchen over which they had presided ! Leaving the kitchen 
we look into a little dark side room, where is a bed, which 
consists of two long wooden stools, upon which are placed 
boards. On these is a coarse mat ; rolled up on one side is 
an old calico quilt. The piUow, always placed under the neck^ 
is indescribable ; it is made of wood and varnished red. ^^ Soft 
as a pillow'^ would indicate a very doubtful degree of softness 
here ! I ask our hostess if she can read ; she answers '^No'^ 
of course. We distribute a few copies of the Lord^s Prayer, 
ten commandments, and scriptural quotations, and then are 
ready to move on. You are tired and quite disgusted, and 
don^t think you would enjoy another pastoral call to-day. 
Very well. We invite the villagers and our hostess to be 
seated, and they desire us to walk slowly, — which are proper 
and polite parting salutations. We resume our chairs and 
are soon at home, and I understand you fully as you exclaim, 
What a paradise is this after such a visit ! — Abridged from 
the Heathen Woman's Friend {New York). 
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No. II. 

We present our readers this month with a view of the 
two large sleeping-rooms in the Cuttack Orphan Asylum. 

There is much to cheer and encourage the friends of 
Missions when they consider what the Lord has done in 
Orissa. The last paper in this number contains a sketch of 
the work, which will show how He has blessed the faith and 
courage of those who have stormed the enemy in his very 
stronghold. 

** hasten, Lord, the time 

When in Thy boundless love 
These whitened fields shall one and all 
Be garnered safe above.'* 
VOL. XVI. K 
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^ale institution, Calcutta* 

(Abridged from the Report.) 

The key note of the Eeport for 1874 must be Praise. In 
July last year the desire of Miss Leslie^s heart for the con- 
version of her pupils was granted, and a work of grace began 
which has continued up to the present time. We join with 
her in devout thanksgiving to Him who in His own time 
and way has answered the prayers that have been going up 
from so many hearts. Miss Leslie^s own letters will best give 
the details. 

A very pleasing circumstance came to her knowledge at 
the close of the year. The baptism of Koomodini Mittra, and 
her subsequent marriage two years ago to a young man in a 
very respectable position, will be remembered. She has been 
employing her leisure in translating into Bengali a small 
English book. The Calcutta Tract Society has accepted the 
manuscript, the first that has been offered from the pen of a 
Bengali lady. 

Jagot and Jeminie Bhattachaijyay who left school at Christ- 
mas, have also begun to translate small books into Bengali. 
They have likewise commenced teaching in a Zenana near 
them. The Christian girls still in the school Miss Leslie is 
training to work for Jesus. 

But more gratifying than the testimony of any Englishman 
is the following letter from the Rev. Behari Lai Singh, an 
ordained Minister of the English Presbyterian Church in 
Calcutta, father of Miss Leslie's cherished pupil, Lizzie Singh. 

4, Gordon Square, W.C, London. 
22nd May, 1874. 
The Sale Institution, designed for the English and verna- 
cular education of the daughters of native Christian gentle- 
men, has been for several years under the superintendence of 
Miss Leslie, whose peculiar qualifications and aptitude for 
this department of missionary labour must be well known to 
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you and your associates. Were it not for the beneficence 
and sympathy of a few Christian friends it could not be kept 
up, as her pupils are not able to pay the entire cost of the 
establishment, which I can assure you has been conducted 
on the most economical scale consistent with comfort and 
efficiency, and yet they could not perhaps obtain anywhere 
else such a really superior education as would enable them to 
become well educated wives and mothers, or suitable govern- 
esses and teachers to the Zenanas of the upper ten thousand 
in Bengal. 

I am enabled to form my opinion of this seminary by at- 
tending its periodical examination, and testing privately the 
acquirements of its pupils in the various subjects in which 
they had been engaged. It is to such nativb women pupils, 
thoroughly educated, and of philanthropic feelings, that we 
must look for a wide and lasting influence upon the mass of 
the Indian female population. Hence the importance of your 
Institution, which has educated the daughters of enlightened 
and influential native Christians, and sent forth at least one 
distinguished scholar who is engaged in the great work of 
regenerating her countrywomen, though in connection with 
another Society. 

It would be superfluous to say anything of the system on 
which the school has been conducted — complete in all that is 
important for woman to know for her temporal and eternal 
interests. One better qualified than Miss LesUe it would be 
difficult to find ; and all is hallowed by faith, hope, and 
charity. I would strongly recommend her school to the sym- 
pathy and prayers of the British ladies interested in Female 
Education in the far distant East. 

Behabi Lal Singh, 
Missionary Minister of the English Presby- 
terian Church in Bengal. 

Please to enter my name as an annual subscriber to Miss 
LesKe's school for £1. 
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This contribution from a native gentleman^ himself a man 
of culture, is peculiarly gratifying as the seal of native ap- 
proval. 

Mrs. Sale also writes : — " The last examination was a great 
success. The girls did wonderfully well. I felt that many 
of those girls would go back to their heathen relatives with 
Christ in their hearts, and make known His love where no 
missionary's wife or Zenana teacher would go. I suppose 
you have seen the reports of the gentlemen who examined 
them previous to the prizes being given. The essays on 
different subjects, both of general literature and Scripture 
history, and the answers to questions put to them by gentle- 
men present, were such as would have done credit to any 
school in England. 

'^ The progress of the school is certainly most gratifying to 
us, and we hope that Miss Leslie's heart will be gladdened 
by the help and sympathy of friends at home. 

^^ We feel more and more that one of the greatest wants in 
connection with the work of Christ in India is the raising up 
of a body of intelligent Christian native women, such as some 
of those we saw leaving Miss Leslie's school at the close of 
the last session. 

^^ Miss Leslie has many difficulties to contend with, both 
from the prejudices and suspicions of certain classes of Hin- 
doos, and want of sympathy on the part of many Europeans, 
who are not sufficiently informed as to the character and 
value of her work. There is the greater need, therefore, of 
the prayerful help of those kind friends who give her that 
confidence she so richly deserves." 

It is scarcely necessary to advert again to the fact, that a 
similar school has lately been opened in Calcutta, in which all 
attempts at teaching Christianity are rigorously excluded ; 
nor to that mentioned by Dr. Murray Mitchell — ^the strenuous 
efforts now made by Eomanists to get the education of native 
girls into their hands. In Dr. Mitchell's words, " It would 
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be a gain to them^ and a loss to Protestantism^ if Miss Leslie 
discontinues her labonrs/' 

ExTiiACTS OF Letters from Miss Leslie. 

July 19, 1873. 

With a heart just overflowing, I sit down to write to you. 
I scarcely know how to find words to express my joy and 
gratitude. This has been a most wonderful week. With the 
exception of two children, the whole of the boarders have 
avowed themselves as Christ's ! I must tell you all about it. 
Rejoice with me and thank God. All last week I was much 
exercised in mind about the girls. Day after day I pleaded 
for them, and asked Jesus Himself to come and save. I 
thought of the words to the centurion — " I will come and 
heal him,'' and entreated Christ to let me hear them said to 
me. Mr. Taylor came as usual on Saturday, and was very 
solemn and earnest. On Sunday afternoon I too had a very 
pleasant time with the girls. I dwelt on those wonderful 
words — " What wilt thou that J should do for ^Aee," and told 
the girls to ask Jesus for what they wanted. 

This week fourteen souls have professed to be saved in this^ 
school. Is it not glorious ? 

I feel that the most diflScult work is yet to come. These 
children will need to be cherished so tenderly, watched over 
so carefully, and helped so lovingly. Pray for me, ask others 
to pray for me. I feel so much afraid lest any carelessness 
on my part should lead to the work of God being hindered. 
Pray that I may have wisdom and love, that I may be brought 
into more sympathy with Jesus, and be enabled to act most 
lovingly and tenderly to these lambs of the fold. 

I have felt overworn this week ; but oh, so happy, so- 
thankful ! Think of Bidjid and Bqjonie giving themselves 
to Christ ; and they quite understand what they have done. 
Who knows what they may be able to do in Assam, among 
their own countrywomen ? There may be great trouble be- 
fore them. 1 told them so, but they a^id they did not care. 
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August 2, 1873. 

You will again join with me in the warmest thanksgirings 

to God when I tell you that dear (an old pupil) has now 

surrendered herself to Jesus. I had been very anxious about 
her for a long time. It seemed to me she was getting very 
far from the kingdom. I prayed for her almost daily, but 
looked in vain for any sign of concern. Yesterday I received 
a note, with the following words. " I really feel I can now 
trust Jesus altogether, and I feel happy now though I can^t 
help thinking if I don't keep close to Him I shall lose sight 
of Him j but I know He is able to help me if I ask Him.'' 

She is here again to-day (she often comes for Saturday and 
Sunday), and I am waiting until evening for a quiet talk. 
Dear friend, I cannot describe to you my joy and thankftd- 
ness. Praise Jesus with me. 

You will want to know how the others are getting on. I 
think they are all trying to please Jesus. The little ones are 
often thoughtless, but they are more communicative than the 
elder ones. Last Monday evening I had them together, and 
four of them prayed in succession. I often hear their prayers 
in the evening, and encourage them to take everything to 
God in prayer. 

September 20, 1878. 

You will want to know how the children are getting on in 
their religious life. Some of them give me great satisfaction, 
while others cause me a great deal of anxiety. About two 
I am very much afraid. They seem to me to have ^' grown 
weary in well doing." 

October 9, 1873. 

seems to be growing in grace. I am very pleased with 

her. She seems exerting herself to do good. She wrote to 
her brother on Monday, urging him to give himself to Christ. 

All this will be very pleasant for you to read. You will, 
however, also sympathise with me in my anxieties and cares. 
There is so much foolishness in the children, so much that 
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I could wish altered in tlie daily conduct, that I often feel 
greatly discouraged. I take my burdens and lay them on 
the great Burden -bearer ; and, is it not strange ? when I feel 
most discouraged something happens to chefer me. 

Last Sunday evening, when I went to hear the prayers, two 
little girls who only lately came, and have not professed to 
give themselves to Jesus, said to me, ^^ I want to give my 
heart to Jesus, but I don't know how.'* I told them how \ 
but said I could not help them, they must do it for them- 
selves. They came to me separately. The elder knelt down 
and said only three sentences, one of which I cannot recall. 
'^ Lord, I want to give my heart to Jesus. I wonH he a 
naughty girl any more J' I was very much struck with the 
energy with which she said the last sentence. Poor child ! 
I do not think she has been properly taught. She is not a 
good child. 

is here just now. I must have a talk with her on re- 
ligious subjects. I hope she is getting on ; but I have not 
conversed with her for ten days. She only came on Tuesday, 
having spent the first part of her holidays elsewhere. Pray 
that she may be a whole Christian. 

Novemb(^ 8, 1873. 

My heart is so full of gladness to-day ; and I know that 
when you get my packet you will sympathise with my joy. 
Last ev^ng I had prayer-meetings with the girls, meetings 
that made my heart very glad. 

I have something to tell you that will gladden you. During 
the past month I have managed to get the elder girls to pray 
in my presence. Oh, how my heart rejoices to hear their 
prayers. You would wonder could you hear them. Some 
of the younger ones pray also in a wonderful manner. I often 
wish I could write down their prayers. 

Most of the girls are going on very nicely, and make me 
very happy. 

I must tell you of the new lesson I have been learning. I 
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have been learning to trust Jesus with these children. My 
anxiety has been very great, and I have felt greatly burdened. 
I have felt especially for one sweet little child of nine, who 
gave herself to Jesus, an English child, but who was, last 
Thursday, removed from our care by her father, not a good 
man. I cannot tell you how I felt when T first heard she 
was going. But I feel I can now trust her with Jesus. He 
will watch over her, and perhaps make her the means of her 
father's conversion. 

December 8, 1873. 

The public examination took place last Friday, the 5th. 
I was obliged to have it on that date, on account of Mr. and 
Mrs. Sale. 

And now the year's work has closed. I cannot tell you 
how thankful I feel. Indeed, ^' my cup runneth over.'' God 
has dealt so tenderly and gently with us in every respect. I 
feel encouraged in reference to the future. He who has been 
with us in the past will also be with us next year if we are 
spared. I hope and believe that it will be a year of still 
greater blessing. 



Cfte Cfttnesfe (girlsi' School, Singapore* 

The pretty Mission House, which was built in 1861, through 
the assistance and interest of T. H. Campbell, Esq., is usu- 
ally full, containing about forty boarders. 

Eight Christian girls who have been entirely brought up 
in this school, and who have no other home (their ages vary 
from sixteen to twenty), are working very hard in teaching 
and taking charge of the younger children ; they have Bible 
readings in the houses of either Christian or heathen China- 
women, wherever they may gain an entrance ; they also teach 
in one of our Bagged Schools; and any poor girl who may be 
brought to us is placed in the special care of these dear 
^orkers. 
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The Chinese Girls' School is ready to meet any case of 
distress ; and many girls and younger children have been 
brought from scenes of wickedness and cruelty, who could 
not have been received but for the watchful care and love of 
the Christian girls. 

Our schools in Singapore are, in a 9maU way, what Miss 
Macpherson's are in Spitalfields, as to receiving the poor and 
homeless ; and though we cannot send our girls to Canada, 
we have often the happiness of seeing some settled down in 
their own homes, who have come to us in heathen darkness 
and misery. In our schools they have learned to read their 
Bibles; they have learned to know and love the Lord Jesus; 
they have learned to sew, to cook, and keep their houses 
clean, and have settled down as happy Christian wives. 

Many who come to our schools are children of respectable 
heathen; but all are poor, and education for women is not 
yet suflBciently valued to induce the parents to spend a far- 
thing for the education of their girls. 

The annual expense of the Chinese Girls' School is about 
£700. The sum of £500 has been raised yearly from sales 
of work held every six months, and the remainder, £200, has 
been raised by subscriptions in Singapore and from home. 

The sales consist of work sent from friends at home; 
valuable boxes have been received yearly from Edinburgh, 
Edgbaston, Cheltenham, Leamington, Perry Barr, and 
Brighton; smaller contributions are also received from other 
places. 

Our two Ragged Schools are supported entirely by a pri- 
vate friend in England. One school is managed by two 
young women who were brought up in the Chinese Girls' 
School, and it is carried on in the house of their married 
sister, who was also brought up by us ; the other is also 
carried on in the house of one of our married Christian 
women, where the girls from the Chinese Girls' School go to 
teach. 
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Our Ragged Schools are open to children of all nations who 
meet in Singapore. Besides caring for the heathen, we have 
been, and still are, permitted to work amongst our own 
countrypeople. Several years ago Bible readings were held 
for the British sailors, which the Lord owned and blessed, 
and only lately I have been permitted to hear of the happy 
death of one who learned to know the Saviour there. 

A Mothers^ Meeting was also held for the wives of the 
soldiers of the 75th Regiment, and Bible readings for the 
Protestant women of the 10th and 80th Regiments, until 
more able means- of instruction were provided for them. 

In fact, we consider it our privilege to work anywhere 
where souls are perishing through lack of knowledge, and 
no better help can be found than what we are able and per- 
mitted to give. 

Thus we go on our way rejoicing, taking '^ Looking unto 
Jesus ^^ as our guide, our strength, our comfort, and our all. 

August^ 1874. Sophia Cookb. 



Calcutta^ 

Lettee prom Mes. Page. 

My little Mohammedan pupil is only a beginner ; she has 
learned all her letters, and can write a few of them on 
her slate. The crowning part of her achievements — so her 
mother thinks — ^is a little scarlet strip of plain knitting. I 
read a little to all the women here, from " Line upon Line,^' 
and then explain it to them. The Mohammedans call our 
Saviour " Issah Mussi ; ^^ and the Bengalis, ^^ Jeshu Christo.'' 
A very young woman there, with a wee baby in her arms, 
said, quite gravely, '^ Just wait until this child is three years 
old, and then see if I do not ask the lady to come and teach 
her also." Her earnestness was very gratifying, I can assure 
you. My pupil is about ten years old, has a sweet, inteUigent 
face, and generally " dresses up " when she expects me. Her 
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dress consists of a pink saree, a little white net jacket with 
short sleeves, and a pair of green and gilt sandals. She 
comes pattering into the room, her face covered with smiles. 
I have another new pnpil, but this one is a Hindoo. While 
I teach her, an old grandmother sits by, listening to every- 
thing, and never objecting in any way to the Bible lesson. 
A relative of theirs said, '^ We have two eyes, but the people 
who know how to read and write have four,^^ In another 
house my pupils always complain : '^ The Babus will not allow 
me to read any of the tracts you give me ; they say that ^ It 
is a bad book j put it away.^ ^^ I asked her what she thought, 
and she replied : ^^ I do not agree with them ; but what can I 
do ?^' Poor girl! she always has such a careworn expression 
on her face. Oh that she would only look to Him who has 
said : '^ Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest V^ Will you not pray for her? 
In one of my Zenanas there are two women, the wives of 
one man. He is a Coolin Brahmin, and it is a great honour, 
Hindoos think, to be the wife of his holiness. The man looks 
to me like the pictures one sees sometimes of Chinese opium- 
smokers; his eyes are always bloodshot, and his speech 
rambling. He said to me : " Madam, I am very anxious that 
they ^' (meaning his wives) ^' should make progress and be- 
come intelligent ; for this reason, I pray that you will take 
particular pains with them, and report to me if they do not 
follow out all your instructions faithfully.^' These women do 
not care about learning ; they will not take the least trouble 
about it ; the only thing that has charmed them is the fancy 
work. They have made their old husband a pair of slippers 
and some woollen socks j each one worked a foot of the slip- 
pers, and the socks were done in the same way. The elder 
wife has two sons. These women agree wonderfully well, 
call each other ^^ sister,^' read the same books, and seem to 
do everything together. They sometimes imagine that they 
have found out a way of putting an end to theii* Bible les- 
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sons; they will tell me as gravely as possible : '' It is no use 
teaching us from the Bible, for we cannot possibly remem- 
ber anything of that sort ; as soon as you go away, we forget 
it all." Then said I, ^^ I must tell it to you all over again." 
Last week they both positively declared that Bethlehem was 
" such a very hard word, it was not possible for them even 
to pronounce it." Whenever T go to that house, I see a heap 
of flowers, remains of their poojahs, lying in one comer of 
the verandah ; and it is a painful thought to know that these 
have just been offered to their idols. Oh for a niighty awaken- 
ing among these poor deluded people I ^' Come from the 
four winds, O breath, and breatbe upon these slain, that they 
may live ! " — Missiona/ry Link for the Woman's Union Mis- 
sionary Society of America for Heathen Lands. — New Tork 



^aptrsf for our footing jTnenlisf^ 

Daily Life op a Little Child in an Orphanage in Calcutta. 

Anoii is about eight years old. She has a round, fat little 
face, with bright eyes, and seems for her age a thoughtful 
child ; but when I see her from my window playing I some- 
times think she is a merry little body too. Now she is read- 
ing in the Second Reader in Bengali, and the First in English. 
I brought her from our "Foundling School,*' and she was at 
the head in her class there ; but she will have to work hard 
if she stands at the head here, as there are many good little 
scholars in her class who love the head as well as she does. 
She was put in the " Foundling '* when a very small child. 
Her parents were supposed to be Hindoos, and her name then 
was Chamut Kan, but nothing more about her history is 
known. At five o'clock every morning there is a noisy time 
in the children's dormitory for about an hour; little ones being 
washed and dressed, and rooms put in order. At six they 
have a little breakfast, called in Bengali " Chota hiusir." At 
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seven, prayers ; and then school begius. In this country, 
during the middle of the day, it is very warm ; so we try to 
do all the hard work we can early in the morning. It would 
seem strange to you to go to school at seven o^ clock, but our 
little folks like it, and they learn better in the early cool hours 
than in the warm part of the day. About ten their Bengali 
lessons are finished, then comes a good hearty breakfast of 
rice and curry, a native dish very much like the savoury meat 
Esau prepared for his father Isaac, and highly spiced. After 
this breakfast, they sew for a time on their own clothes, and 
on canvas, perforated board, etc. We hope all of these chil- 
dren will become teachers, and, as the Zenana women wish 
to learn all kinds of fancy work, we have commenced teach- 
ing this to our little ones every day, so that they may make 
acceptable teachers. Many of the Zenana women think that 
if a person does not understand fancy work she is no teacher 
at all. During the afternoon hours the children take lessons 
in English. Already some of the older ones speak quite 
fluently in our language; but it is laughable to hear the little 
thick Bengali tongues trying to master our hard syllables. 
At four o^clock all school duties are over and they have their 
dinner, and then their playground presents a pleasant sight; 
some of the older ones are grouped together talking and 
studying the next day^s lessons, while the little ones are play- 
ing and romping as hard as they like. This school that I have 
been telling you about is our own Orphanage of Christian 
children. We have many little schools in dijBferent parts of 
Calcutta of heathen children who are taught daily for three 
or four hours. We teach them all about Christ and His love 
towards them, and we hope that some of the good seed sown 
may spring up in after years. 

Save the Little Babies. 

A MOTHER is sitting at the door of a little hut, with her in&nt 
asleep on a mat beside her. This mother is a heathen, she 
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has never seen a Bible, nor heard of the dear Saviour. If 
her infant lives, she will teach her to worship false gods. 
With a biinch of flowers in her hand, she will make her pray 
to an unsightly idol. She will tell her that the great god 
Brahma is fast asleep, that it is no use to pray to him, but 
that there are many other gods of all shapes and colours, some 
in the form of peacocks or snakes, some with a hundred hands 
or eyes, and that to these she must pray. As the little child 
grows older, she is never taught anything, but has to work 
very hard ; or, if she is pretty, she is probably carried away 
from her mother and from her home to the temple of some 
idol, to whom she is supposed to be married, and she is taught 
by tho priest to dance and sing before his gods, that on their 
festival days crowds may come to the temple to see her, and 
so bring money into his hands. — Missionary LinJc, — New York. 



Ortssa is the Palestine of India. What Jerusalem was to the 
ancient Israelites, that is Pooree to the Hindus. There the 
temple of Juggemath rears its hateful and obscene front, and 
^^ thither the tribes go up,'' from the remotest parts of the 
land, not, alas ! ^' to give thanks unto the name of the Lord,'' 
but blasphemously to give unto a hideous and shapeless block 
of wood that honour which belongs to the only true Lord of 
the world. The province of Orissa has ever been noted for 
its scenery, its brahmans, and its temples. A Hindu sage, 
describing it to his pupils, said, " Of all the regions of the 
earth, Orissa boasts the highest renown. Its whole extent is 
one uninterrupted Tirtha, or place of pilgrimaga Its happy 
inhabitants live secure of a reception into the world of spirits, 
and those who ever visit it, and bathe in its sacred rivers, 
obtain remission of their sins, though they may weigh like 
mountains.'' When the famous Sivai Jay Singh, the gene- 
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ral of Akber, marched with an army into the country, a.d. 
1580, he was struck with amazement at the sight of its sacred 
river, the Mahanuddi, its vast crowds of brahmans, its lofty 
temples of stone, and all the wonders of the ancient capital, 
Bhobaneswar, and exclaimed, ^^ This country is not fit for con- 
quest and schemes of human ambition. It belongs wholly to 
the gods/' He accordingly interfered little in its affairs, and 
soon returned to Hindustan. Sixty years ago, that distin- 
guished friend of India, Dr. Buchanan, when on his visit to 
the Syrian churches of the peninsula, travelled through 
Orissa. He remained a few days at Pooree to witness the 
annual festival of Juggernath, and there penned those graphic 
statements respecting this gigantic outrage on God and man, 
which have since made thousands of Christian hearts mourn 
over the connection of the British Government with these abom- 
inations, a connection which now happily no longer exists. 
Sad and sick at heart, the doctor turned away from these 
scenes of pollution and wretchedness, and pitched his tent on 
the retired banks of the Chilka Lake. There, on June 24th, 
1806, he penned the following note : " I felt my mind relieved 
and happy when I had passed beyond the confines of Jug- 
gernath. I certainly was not prepared for the scene ; but 
no one can know what it is who has not seen it. From an 
eminence on the pleasant banks of the Chilka Lake, where no 
human bones are seen, I had a view of the lofty tower of 
Juggernath, far remote ; and while I viewed it, its abomin- 
ations came to mind. It was on the morning of the Sabbath. 
Ruminating long on the wide and extended empire of Moloch 
in the heathen world, I cherished in my thoughts the design 
of some Christian institution, which, being fostered by Britain, 
my native country, might gradually undermine this baleful 
idolatry, and put out the memory of it for ever.'' 

About ten years after Dr. Buchanan had penned these 
lines, a Society was formed among the New Connexion of 
General Baptists, which, under the direction of an all-wise 
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Providence^ was to be honoured as the harbinger dI that 
blessed consummation he so ardently desired. 

Hundreds of pilgrim hunters are constantly employed by 
the agents of the temple to traverse the length and breadth of 
India to induce men and women, of every caste and condition, 
to go on pilgrimage to this shrine. 

When our missionaries arrived at Cuttack, on February 
12th, 1822, there was not, so far as it is known, a single 
native Christian in the whole province ; but since then there 
have been baptized at different stations about 900 persons, 
while the nominal Christian community now numbers 2,865 
souls. We say nothing of all those who have died or mi- 
grated to different parts of the country. Then and for several 
succeeding years every page was sent hundreds of miles to 
be printed ; now hundreds of thousands of pages annually 
issue from our own press in the centre of the province. Then 
there were almost no facilities for the acquisition of the lan- 
guage ; now every essential elementary appliance is present. 
Then there was no one to care for the neglected and perish- 
ing children abandoned by deluded pilgrims and others; now 
there are six asylums into which these outcasts are gathered 
and trained up for life and immortality. 

Whatever comes from Pooree is accounted holy, and hence 
the tracts and scriptures received there from the missionaries 
are carried back to the distant homes of the people, and 
will doubtless, in many instances, prove to be the incorruptible 
seed of the kingdom of Christ. — From " Th^ Orissa Mission : 
its Worhy and its Claims/* 
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^trsfian %v(X^ for Xlluminatmjj^ 

''Glory to God in the Highest, Peace on Babth, 
Goodwill towaeds Men/' 

As our engraving for this month, we o£fer to our friends the 
above tiBxt in Persian, for illuminating. The letters can be 
enlarged at pleasure, but the position of the dots must be 
carefully preserved. 

The text may be done either very large, for schoolroom 
walls, or the size of the engraving, for private houses j or 
diminished to carte de visite size, for children. The colours 
used should be bright. A border may be put round it, in 
which flowers may be introduced, but no birds or butterflies. 
Crosses are also inadmissible. 



By Mes. Gutjck, of Kaloan. 

[We rejoice to be able to lay before our readers the follow- 
ing paper from the pen of our valued friend, Mes. Guuck, 
written from her far-off home in the north of China. The 
friends of the Society fob Promoting Female Education in 
THE East will remember her as Miss De la Coub, who went 
out as one of its Missionaries several years since. They will 
unite with us in praise to Him who has permitted her to labour 
so uninterruptedly and so devotedly in the Mission field.] 

Immediately after breakfast we have family prayer with 
the Christians who live close around us; amongst them 
Grandmother Isai, the first convert here, who was baptized 
seven years ago, and her daughter-in-law, a Mrs. Ism. After 
the others had dispersed, these two stayed to read with me. 
It would refresh your heart to see the dear old grandmother, 
with her beaming happy face and silvery hair, trying to learn 
a few verses from the Scriptures. She is so deaf it is with 
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great difficulty I can make her nnderstand what I say ; she 
often repeats a word after me half a dozen times before she 
can catch the right sound ; but still she perseveres^ and not- 
withstanding her failing memory and eyes^ and her deafness, 
has succeeded in committing to memory several hymns and 
texts. After having with great difficulty leaorned a text, she 
will often say, '^ Oh if I had but learned when I was young,how 
much I could have learned ; I should now be able to read all 
Jesus' words, — ^what joy that would give me ; even the few 
texts I have learned make my heart grow large/' Precious 
indeed are those texts to her which tell of the Saviour's love 
and power. As she repeats them to the women who come in, 
her face lights up with holy joy and confidence, and she ex- 
horts them with an eloquence I have seldom heard surpassed, 
to leave their false gods, and flee to the Saviour who is able 
and willing to save them from the power of all the evil spirits 
they fear so much. One woman said, '^ I can't pray; I 
don't know how." Grandmother InaJi replied, ^' Just kneel 
down and try ; ask God to give you His Holy Spirit. When 
I first tried, it was here in this very house. I went out 01 
that door into the back yard there, where I could be all alone \ 
and I knelt down but I could not say a word ; my heart was 
very troubled, and all I could do was to ask God to help me. 
Presently the words came pouring out, and Jesus has helped 
me ever since. If you go to Him, He will help you too." 

There is one thing that would, I think, be a great comfort 
to this dear old lady, — lan ear trumpet. It would enable her 
to hear more of those words of life that give her so much 
peace and joy. Perhaps some Christian sister will send her 
one. 

A nice bright girl came in during the morning ; she was so 
much attracted by seeing Mwrtha read, that she wanted to 
learn. While she, grandmother Isai, and Martha were study- 
ing, a party of women came to the door ; seeing they hesi- 
tated about entering, Mrs, Ism went out to invite them in. 
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There was then a contest between fear and curiosity ; the 
latter at last prevailing, they ventured to walk in upon our 
mysterious wooden floors, and to stand face to face with the 
strangely-dressed foreigner, whether man, woman, or evil 
spirit, they hardly knew which. When I invited them to sit 
down, they looked rather frightened and began to retreat; but 
Mrs. Ism prevailed upon them to remain. After conversing 
with them a little while, one woman looking intently at me, 
said to another : '^ See I she has two eyes and a mouth ; she 
is a woman, the same as we are ! '' They had evidently heard 
so much about the foreign ghosts that they were surprised to 
find us human beings like themselves. How many barriers 
of superstition have to be broken down before the light can 
dawn upon the hearts of many of these benighted ones. God 
has indeed shown forth His powerand His love in already 
bringing so many to Him in this highland region. There 
are now twenty- seven adults and several chfldren who have 
been baptized, besides four who have been called home by 
their Saviour. 

One party of women came in after another till nearly sun- 
set. One woman, who had come to see me three or four 
years ago during my last visit to Tty 0, seems to be an earnest 
seeker after truth ; she has been a devout Buddhist for several 
years, and is more intelligent than most of the women we 
meet. She has come and listened earnestly to what Grand- 
mother Isai told her. The day before we left, she told me 
she had determined to pray no more to the false gods, and 
had begfun to pray to Jesus. Oh how I longed to stay and 
teach her more, but I could not. 

When all the women were gone, I left Mr. Gulick, who 
still had several men in an adjoining room, and went with 
Grandmother J^ai to see one of the neighbours who had several 
days before asked me to go to her house. This old lady has 
during the last three or four years frequently visited Mrs. 
Isai to hear from her about the Saviour ; she believes the 
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Bible is true, bat has not yet faith or courage enough to take 
up the cross and to confess Christ. She fears the reproach 
which she knows will be heaped upon her ; she fears too that 
her sons, upon whom she is entirely dependent, would cast 
her oflf if she became a Christian* For an hour or more I 
had the privilege of telling a room full of women about the 
Saviour. The Scripture pictures I took with me helped to 
fix their attention, and to make them understand what I was 
trying to tell them. As I left, they asked me to come again 
and tell them more. When I returned home, we had a hasty 
tea, it being nearly the time for Mr. Gulick's class. He finds 
it best to have it morning and evening. During the day he 
has many visitors ; some apparently come from a desire to 
hear the truth, and a greater number to hear our blind boy 
play on the wonderful ^' eight-tone box" (Hamblin & Mason's 
organ). Some of those who first came from curiosity, come 
again to buy a book or to hear more about the one true God. 
There is in all this region a movement going on in the minds 
of the people ; new systems of idolatry are springing up, and 
many begin to doubt the power of their ancient gods. Is 
not this a sign that God is preparing the way for the recep- 
tion of His word ? 

In Mr. Gulick's class are two, and part of the time four, 
men from neighbouring villages, who asked permission to 
stay here a week or two at their own expense to study the 
Scriptures. As I was not so tired as Mr. G., I relieved him 
and took the class, as soon as I had put the children to 
bed. How can I be thankful enough to our heavenly Father 
for the renewed strength He has given me to use in telling 
this benighted people about Him. Though this is the fourth 
time I have been to Yujoy it is the first time I have been well 
enough to talk with many women, or to stay longer than a 
few days. 

After the class was dismissed, about nine o'clock, I sat 
down to write a letter, but was so tired that I fell asleep, pen 
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in hand. I wanted to entreat that those who love Christ at 
home, should send more brothers and sisters to this region 
where there is no missionary, — ^the nearest living 100 miles 
distant. We cannot stay here long; even now wo are neglect- 
ing equally promising and pressing work in another direc- 
tion. Unless we are reinforced, and that speedily, the work 
that God has commenced here must be retarded, and souls 
lost that would be saved if there were any one to lead them 
to the Saviour. ' Emily Gulick. 

[MES.GaLiCK adds, respecting her own station, Kalgan: — 1 
We have as much to encourage and make us thankful here 
in Kalgan as in Tujoj in some respects, though there are not 
yet so many converts here. The people are not so much 
afraid or suspicious of us as they used to be. After we have 
been at home some time, so that it is pretty well known that 
we are here, great numbers come to visit us. Last week 
I set down each day the number of visitors. We had 
forty Mongols and thirty-seven Chinese, both men and 
women; perhaps about half of these have come for medicines. 
Several of the Chinese were Mahommedans, who came to 
know more about our Scriptures. During the past year, 
several of their chief men have bought Chinese or Arabic 
Testaments. One of them told us that so many borrowed his 
Testament that he could hardly read it himself. Yesterday, 
one who had been here several times, said that Christ w§8 
God, the Saviour of the world. He also told us that some of 
their priests, or Ahoons, have been reading our Scriptures. 
It is a good sign that they are not afraid to have it known 
that they are reading them. 
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Zenana ^isaorit m illatirasf^ 

Lbtteb fbom Mbs. Sattianadhan. 
I AH thankful to inform you that the good work is progress- 
ing. Q A and A are carrying on their allotted 

work very satisfactorily. The former has eight families, and 
the latter ten, comprising twienty-eight pupils under their 
daily instructibn and visitation. I endeavour to visit these 
families as often as I can, and not only examine them in their 
lessons, but also converse with them on the subject of re- 
ligion. Some of them are more free than before in express- 
ing their views on this important subject. Only the other day 
I had a long conversation with some of the Zenana pupils. 
They asked me whether if they worship but one God and 
pray to flim daily, and abstain from what is wrong and sin- 
ful, they would obtain the favour of God, and merit heaven. 
I answered them that it was right to worship God, but we 
must do it in the way He has pointed out. We must ap- 
proach Him only through the merits of His Son and our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. It is only then that we shall find ac- 
ceptance and receive power to abstain from what is evil, and 
to do that which is good. As this doctrine is opposed to their 
favourite doctrine of merit, they were not able to receive it 
luUy. The Hindoo notion is that, if they do certain good 
actions, and lead a moral life, they wiU merit the favour of 
God. This is a doctrine very congenial to fallen humanity 
everywhere; but how opposed to the truth of God's revela- 
tion ! I tried to combat their erroneous notions as well as I 
could, and left them with a secret prayer that the seed sown 
may take root and germinate, and produce fruit in the con- 
version of their hearts to God. 

The distribution of prizes to my girls' Schools took place on 
the 25th of last month, in the new Napier School, in Napier 
Park, OAmtodrepe^^aA, Lady Hobart presiding. Lady Haines, 
the Lord Bishop of Madras, and many other great ladies and 
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gentlemen were present. The sclioollionse was nicely deco- 
rated^ and everything passed oflf well. 



€)rtracts{ from tfte 3ournaI of one of tfte ^atihe 
Zenana ints^sEtonaries;^ in ronmrtton tottl^ tf)e 
^oriet? for ^romottns jTemale O^atatton tn 
tf)e eas(t 

S^tember 8th* — I went to the house of one 8 A . 

On my arrival, I found her conversing with some of her 
friends. On inquiring, they told me that they had conversed 
about a strange event, i.e., the re-marriage of a Hindoo 
widow. I then made the following observations : '^ It is 
not a disgrace for a widow to re-marry. It appears to you 
as a strange and disgraceful act, as it has never occurred 
among the Hindoos in Madras. The girl of whom you are 
speaking about was once under my tuition. In all my con- 
versations with her, I found her very sensible and prudent. 
Hearing of the loss which she had sustained by the death of 
her young husband, which had occurred a few days after 
her marriage, I went to condole with her. No sooner did 
she see me than she expressed her grief in the following 
words : — ' Madam, see the dealing of God with me. If my 
parents had been sensible, they would not have married 
me so young, and brought me to this state of misery and 
wretchedness. I am now a reproach to the world. Let God 
do what He pleases.' Upon this, I spoke to her thus : — ' Dear 
sister, do not be afraid ; the Lord will help you. He will wipe 
off your tears. Trust Him now, and at all times. Don't place 
your trust in false gods. The Word of God which you are 
reading now will afford you real comfort.' She listened to 
me with attention. I found her in the same state of mind in 
my after-visits. I visited her also after her re-marriage, 
according to her request. Although this marriage is a matter 
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of reproacli and scandal among her relatives, yet it tends to 
remove deep-rooted prejudice from their minds. Early mar- 
riage is the source of many evils ; young females are doomed 
to perpetual widowhood ; consequently it often happens that 
some young widows deviate from the path of rectitude, and 
lead an immoral life. Do you approve of the system which 
produces such results ? Therefore, I beg of you not to con- 
sider this act of the young widow a matter of shame and re- 
proach, either to herself, or to her relatives, or to the Hin- 
doo community at large.^' On hearing me they broke their 
silence, and one and all cried out, " What is this ? This is 
the evil of educating females. It is by learning the religion 
of the white people that our young females bring reproach 
upon themselves and the community to which they belong. 
They also send female teachers to our houses to educate young 
girls, so that they may easily train their minds. Formerly 
it was the custom of the English people to draw away males, 
but now they are trying to di*aw away the females also, by 
subtle means. And now, in the case of this young widow/ 
we firmly believe that nothing but the instruction she re- 
ceived has thus induced her to break off all the ties of caste 
and custom, and marry again.'' 

While engaged in teaching one A A , her 

brother's wife came up, and said, " Madam, you need not 
take the trouble of coming here to-morrow, as we intend 
going to a temple." I asked her to what temple. She 
replied thus : — ^^ During my illness I made a vow that I 
would visit this temple for seven weeks successively." As 
this young person was once under my tuition, I expressed 
my surprise, and conversed with her as follows : " Do you 
believe what you say ? Do you think that the goddess has re- 
stored you to health ?" To which she replied, '^ No, madam 5 
it is all useless. I am only doing it for the sake of others. 
If I do not go, my mother, and sister, and all my relatives 
will abuse me. I therefore attend the idol-temple, not from 
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any attachment to them^ but simply throngh fear of men." 
Hien I advised her against doing things which were against 
her conscience^ and observed farther^ "When you are 
tempted by others^ you should fearlessly tell them that 
idolatry is sin, and ^that we must worship only the Great 
Gk>d who made all things. You are in a measure acquainted 
with truth, but if you suffer the fear of man to prevent you 
from walking in accordance with it, you would commit a 
great sin. You must first keep yourself from worshipping 
idols. Then your parents and friends may change their 
minds, and leave off worshipping idols.'' To this she re- 
marked as follows, '' If I were to do as you have advised 
me, my parents would turn me out of their house. They 
are still dark and ignorant. To mention one instance. Yoa 
have been a teacher so long, and we all know what caste 
you belong to, and yet on one occasion my mother rebuked 
me for having touched yon. I then remonstrated with her, 
saying that you were of the same caste as ourselves. 
' True,' replied my mother, ' she once belonged to a good 
caste, but being a Christian she has lost her caste, and is 
now on the same lead with the low caste or non-caste people. 
If on touching them we do not make pujahs, or ablutions 
to our gods, they may destroy our sight.' I did not mention 
this to you for a long time, and now I beg of you not to be 
offended with my mother." '^ I am not offended with your 
mother, but I am grieved to find that you believe in the 
power of your god to destroy your sight. I was under the 
impression that you and your mother were somewhat free 
from the superstitions of the heathen, and now I am greatly 
surprised to hear that you put your trust in dumb idols, the 
work of men's hands. Can an idol become Gk)d T Has it 
any power to do good or evil ? Even the most ignorant 
people are able to judge for themselves. Does your Swamy 
understand anything ? As you have some knowledge and 
light it is your duty to explain these things to those who are 
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ignorant/' She then rejoined, '^ Madam, I am not quite 
satisfied with your statement. I knpw perfectly well that 
there is but one Gk)d. But when I see that multitudes of 
people worship idols, I am led to think that what they say 
and do cannot be altogether false." Upon this I made the 
following observations, ''Are Brahma^ VisJmuj and Siva, 
(who are your superior deities) Ocmapathy, SubramaneaWy 
Veraputhrcmiy and other inferior deities, really gods ? Do 
they at all deserve the name of god ? Do you know the 
characters of these gods ? While reading one of your Pu- 
ranahs I met a passage which described Brahma, Vishnu, and 
Siva, as licentious and impure in their principles and actions. 
Do these deserve to be called gods ? and in, the face of such 
statements^ of your own Shastres ? If you wish to be fully 
informed of these matters you may refer to Baratham. Such 
gods will never be able to save poor sinners. I therefore 
beg of you to listen to what I am about to say, and teach 
the same to the ignorant people by whom you are surrounded. 
There is but one God. He is omnipotent, omniscient, and 
holy. He is full of love and justice. He is above the com- 
prehension of the human understanding. He is the Creator 
of the universe. If we approach and worship Him in the way 
He has appointed, viz., through the mediation of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the only Saviour of mankind, we shall meet 
with acceptance, and obtain heavenly bliss." Then she asked 
me to show the God I was describing; to which I replied 
that He is a spirit, and therefore invisible. ^^ Are you able 
to see your own soul ? How then can you see the great God 
who is a spirit ?" She then remarked as follows : ^' Madam, 
all that you say is true. I believe that aU the fictions in our 
religion have been invented by men. But if I were to tell 
my people so they will not listen to me ; I am indeed very 
sorry for them." 

After this I concluded the conversation by observing that 
she must try and communicate herknowledge to others, and 
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remove their prejudice^ and tliat she herself must seek more 
light in prayer to God. 



an appeal Cor ^a^aretft^ 

{Reprinted from the Record.) 

Fob some months the attention of the Christian pablic has 
been called to a Protestant Orphanage^ rising on the famous 
hill west of Nazareth, which commands a view of unsurpassed 
attraction. To the north, above the rich park-like glades 
of Gtililee, whose field flowers still outshine King Solomon 
in all his glory, the snows of Hermon gleam against the 
clear blue skies. To the west the long promontory of 
Carmel descends to the '' great sea/' whose shores are em- 
pires. To the south spreads out the historic plain of Esdrae- 
lon or Ar-mageddon, and beyond the Jordan on the east, the 
range which continues the mountains of Moab shuts in the 
prospect. The air is pure and invigorating still as it was of 
old, when the panorama thus slightly sketched was familiar 
to the human eye of the Divine Redeemer, and residents 
report that the children who grow up there are so bright 
and beautiful, physically, that when once touched with the 
moral earnestness which is the firstfrait of the Spirit^s work- 
ing in the young heart, they recall the suggestive words, 
^' a little lower than the angels.'' 

Is it nothing to those whose hearts thrill at the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth that He, in the persons of the orphan 
children of the village where His own wonderful childhood 
was spent, should have to plead in vain for the completion of 
a building where they are to be taught to love and serve 
Him ? Shall the scornful Moslems, who have lately confis- 
cated some of the stones which were quarried for this pur- 
pose, excuse themselves on the score of Nusrani indiflTerenoe ? 
Shall the funds continue to be forthcoming for every edifice 
in Palestine which the corrupt Greek and Latin Churches 
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think good to raise^ and shall it be said that English Christ- 
ians have hearts too cold, imaginations too dull, and 
sympathies too contracted, to appreciate the honour of being 
allowed to do something on that very spot of this highly 
favoured province of His vast dominions from which He has 
condescended to take His territorial designation, for the glory 
of that beloved name which is for ever associated with lowly 
Nazareth ? Since the Orphanage has been in progress, an 
artizan of Nazareth exclaimed in his own Arabic, " Ah, yes ! 
It is not said Jesus of Jerusalem, of Damascus, of Acre, it is 
always Jesus of Nazareth, in the Holy Book. What a dignity 
for us poor people of Nazareth V^ 

There has been considerable diflSculty in exactly estimat- 
ing the whole cost of the Orphanage, in consequence of the 
variable state of the- labour market, and of the uncertain 
elements introduced into the calculation by the imperfect 
civilization, and the reckless oppression which prevail under 
Mohammedan governments. However, it is now confidently 
expected that, in addition to the munificent gift of a thou- 
sand pounds with which the enterprise originated, and to the 
sums since contributed, amounting to rather more than a 
second thousand, a third thousand will satisfactorily complete 
the building so as to afford shelter to 60 orphans. The 
German architect employed is a man of tried skill and pro- 
bity, whose work is good and lasting ; and if the necessary 
sum could be raised immediately, he might take advantage 
of favouring circumstances to increase the number of work- 
men and complete the edifice this autumn. As it is, dona- 
tions have only come in fast enough to meet the weekly 
labour without leaving in the banker^s hands any consider- 
able balance on which to draw. Not many rich, not many 
noble, and perhaps not any mighty name in influence or 
station has yet swelled the list of contributors. But remote 
.parishes, quiet hamlets, and children's classes have sent in 
their silver, if not their gold, accompanied by those words 
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of loyalty and love which are known to have a transmuting 
power in the mint of heaven. It has been suggested that 
in the present emergency the Committee which is responsible 
for the undertaking shonld borrow the sum required to 
complete it. But they would be ashamed to borrow in such 
a cause. The question is not^ shall this thousand pounds be 
raised^ but simply^ }y\j whom ? The Christian public at large 
are invited to contribute out of the abundance from which it 
would not be missed for a moment. If they fail to rise to 
the occasion, the deficit will be supplied from stores less 
amply replenished, but it will be supplied. 

Here are the facts. When the fulness of time had come 
for the accomplishment of the high councils of eternity, it 
was to Nazareth that the angelic minister was charged to 
carry the message of the Incarnation. It was at Nazareth 
that were passed those shrouded years, too full of Divine 
mystery to be unveiled to mortal gaze, when the child Jesus 
grew in wisdom and in stature, and in favour with God and 
man. It was to Nazareth that He returned, season after 
season, from the feasts at Jerusalem, to ponder over His 
'^ Father^s business,'^ as He climbed the rounded summits of 
its encircling hills. It was at Nazareth that He for ever 
dignified the daily labour which He meekly shared till He 
had rea-ched the age of thirty years ; and Jesus of Nazareth 
is the name by which He still calls Himself. For long dreary 
centuries Nazareth, like Jerusalem, has been trodden under- 
foot by the Gentiles, and what Christian light has glimmered 
there has been shot athwart the darkness by the uncertain 
evanescent glitter of Greek Fire and Bonmn Candles. But 
the ages are advancing, and the time to favour Zion, the set 
time, draws near, for Grod's servants think upon her stones, 
and it pitieth them to see her in the dust. Within the last 
few years the faith once delivered to the saints has again 
been set forth in its original purity, not only in Jerusalem, 
but at Nazareth, where at length we have built an English 
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Church, and established tinder Mr. Zbixbe, the well-known 
and able Church Missionary, a native boys^ school. At his 
instance, the Society for Promoting Female Education in 
THE East opened their Girls' Day- School, which again led 
on to the commencement of a much-needed Orphanage. 

As of old our master Christ was called a Nazarene, so are 
Christians still called Nazarenes after Him, in the land of 
His nativity. Shall it then be necessary to entreat them to 
suffer the little children to come unto Him whose name they 
bear, in the world-&.moiis Nazareth from which that name 
was adopted ? 

C()e S^ontal 2Bis!truts( of Sntiia. 

Fbom the Times Special Coeebsfondbnt. {Abridged.) 

Pubnbah, Aug. 4. 
The district over which I have passed since my last letter 
was written is one of singular interest. I remained a day 
longer in Soory, intending to leave by palki at night for 
Sontalia, but the rain fell in torrents. The relief place was 
crowded with people, mostly aged and very young, including 
some very pretty little children. Wei had hundreds, both male 
and female, in one building, waiting for their daily allowance 
of cooked food. The aged and infirm or diseased were also 
numerous. I noticed afterwards at Bampore-haut (literally 
Bampore market or bazaar), to which I shall have again to 
refer, some remarkably fine fitces ; the head of one little girl 
was almost identically the shape of what is given to us as 
Madame Roland's, but the eyes were dull beyond what I can 
portray, and the listless, objectless expression I fancy never 
changes from year's end to year's end. Who can say though 
what may not be in the future for those little brains now 
lying fallow in these lands ? There was undoubted intellect 
in Uiat little girl, yet she lifted a small coin I dropped on 
her leaf (her plate) of rice, without even a glance of thanks 
— ^the face retaining the same leaden look, and the large eyes. 
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which would have been termed fine if they had evinced \ 
spark of intelligence, were dumb. 

My first stage from Soory was " Ebenezer^' — ^the noted 
Sontal missionary station, about twenty-five miles distant, 
and .situated eleven hundred feet above the level of the sea. 
Day broke about five, and we crossed the Eiver More in the 
early dawn, and came upon a scene which it would in some re- 
spe6ts be diflBcult to match in any land. In every direction 
there was thick foliage, about four feet high, with here and 
there a few fine trees. In many cases the women were spinning 
at their doors, and neither they nor their children ran away 
at the sight of a palki. It may prove of some little interest 
to note that the Indian palki bearer, from the time he lifts 
the palki till he sets it down again, never ceases singing, and 
the songs are mostly, I believe, about the road — ^the front 
man giving directions to those behind. '^ Keep straight, 
keep straight ; keep left, keep left," etc. Sometimes the 
front men tell those behind that a girl is approaching. They 
say ^^ A genda (that is, a flower, a marigold) is coming ;'' 
and then the song takes up her praises till she is out of hear- 
ing if not out of sight. 

Some time in the afternoon we arrived at a village, which I 
at once knew to have European headship. This is '^ Ebene- 
zer,^^ not in existence seven years ago, now a thriving village, 
with aflBliated churches throughout the Santalia Pergunuahs. 
The two missionaries who founded it, and carry on the work, 
are Mr. Boerresen, a Dane, and Mr. Skrefsrud, a Norwegian, 
sent out to India, however, by the German Lutheran Mis- 
sionary Society. I visited the schools-^-training institutions, 
in fact, for teachers. There are not at present many pupils, 
but happier faces I never saw. A good broad laugh crossed 
every face, especially the girls, when we entered the shed 
called a school. The missionary takes all the girls — a dozen 
or so — every evening for a walk, and they evidently enjoy it 
greatly. 
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No. III. 

The dining-room of the Cuttack Orphanage, a distant view of 
the tank, and a nearer one of the mango trees, in whose 
branches swings are fixed for the girls' play-hours, appear in 
our engraving for this month. 

Those who know India will appreciate the fact of swings 
being provided for the children. Many missionaries have 
testified this. When the little ones first come under their care, 
the native inertness and listlessness are often shown by their 
inability to play. '^ I have to teach them to play, and to play 
with them, poor little things/' wrote one of the Orissa 
labourers; but she found, as might have been anticipated, that 
when they had learned how to exert themselves in such healthy 
exercises mental efibrt became easier, and the task of in 
structing them is less difficult. 

To English teachers, who often find the exuberant spirits 

VOL. XVI. K 
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of their young cliarges somewhat inconvenient, this will give 
a new idea of missionary work ; and to all it will show how 
much our friends abroad need wisdom and strength from 
above, in the discharge of their varied duties. 



^sm% Hong. 

Extract of a letter from Miss Qxlad. 

I HAVE one little girl in my school that I like very mnch. 
She is twelve years old, but no taller than a child of six, for 
she is very deformed and humpbacked. She likes to hear 
me talk about heaven, because she says if she goes there she 
shall not be deformed as she is now. Once last year she 
wanted to go to a place a long way oiff where people told her 
there was an idol which could cure blind and lame people, and 
she said she '' should so like to walk like other people/' 
However she did not go, because she said she did not like to 
lose the school, and perhaps, after all, that god would not be 
able to make her walk any better. 

She is now one of my best scholars. A year ago she did 
not know anything, and now she reads very nicely, and can 
repeat by heart several books, and answer many questions. 
Though she is lame she is generally the one who gets up the 
most readily to fetch a book, or open the door for me, and 
always seems very happy. 



From the Rev. John Wolfe. 

I THANK God the work is making satisfactory progress, and 
though we do not expect all who have placed themselves 
under instruction will prove faithful, we have good hope that 
many of them will come out boldly on the side of Christ. We 
have great hopes for this mission, but I am afraid to say too 
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mucli lest these hopes may not be reaKzed, and then people 
at home would be disappointed. The best way is simply to 
lean upon God, and not. to talk too much about it, lest too 
much prominence be given to the human instrumentality. 
Satan likes nothing better than this ; yet we must sometimes 
tell our friends at home what the Lord is doing, to encourage 
them in their work on our behalf. If it were not for this I 
would prefer never to write a line of what God is doing, but 
let His power and majesty work, withouiany interference or 
parade from us. 

Here is a fine field in which to labour. We have no pro- 
vision for the education of women. This is now our great 
diflBculty, how to reach the many women who come to 
us for instruction. We have boarding schools for boys and 
girls, but the Girls' Boarding School must soon be given up 
unless the Society for Female Education in the Bast take 
it up, and send out a lady to take charge of it. We have 
just had six orphans thrown upon us for support. Their 
father was a Christian ; he died leaving them entirely unpro- 
vided for. Of course we could not decline the responsibility 
of taking charge of them. I have written to some friends, 
asking their help on behalf of these poor orphans. I have 
not yet heard a word in reply. They are three boys and three 
girls; their mother, too, is thrown on our hands. 

[More than two years have passed since the committee of the 
Society pob, Pjblomotin& Female Education in the East expressed 
their readiness to send a lady to assist Mrs. Wolfe as soon as a suit- 
able one could be found, and a specific fund raised for this particular 
work. Is there no one to whom Grod has given some means of her 
own, willing to "consecrate herself and her substance to China, like 
those honoured labourers, now gone to their rest, Miss Aldersey and 
Miss Harriet Baxter ? Or will none of the Lord's stewards guarantee 
an annual sum of £120 or £150, to enable this Committee to maintain 
a Missionary who has only herself, and her powers, to lay upon His 
altarP— ^(i.J'. Jlf. I.] 
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By Mrs. Eeutheb. 

I HAVE the pleasure to acknowledgej with heartfelt thanks to 
the Ladies^ Society, the receipt of two boxes with fancy 
articles, sent out in the beginning of this year. I should 
have done so sooner, but they arrived when I was away from 
home for nearly two months. On my return I set at once to 
arranging the things for sale. A small portion is disposed of 
already, and has realized 220 rupees. The whole will, no 
doubt, sell well gradually. I arrange and send out a box once 
a month, and find this plan answers very well. You will be 
glad to hear that the three boxes, valued together at £65, 
which you kindly sent me last year, realized 936 rupees, (i.e. 
£93 12s.) A remnant of the things is still on hand ; but can 
easily be disposed of, together with the new things, and will 
probably give us another 50 or 60 rupees. For this liberal 
support of our work please to accept our warmest thanks. 

The efforts we are thus enabled to make to spread Christian 
enlightenment amongst the native women of the town and dis- 
trict of Fyzabad are not in vain. Many listen willingly to 
the glad tidings of salvation, and to the words of sympathy, 
comfort, and counsel we are enabled to speak, when visiting 
them in their seclusion. Some submit to regular instruction 
in Zenanas and Girls' Schools, whilst, in general, prejudices 
are giving way more and more. 

I am happy to report that we have been permitted to ga- 
ther in the first fruits of this blessed work in the baptism of 
a young native woman, who attended one of the schools for 
several months in 1869, and her husband, who is one of the 
Oude politicalpensioners, andreceives a small monthly stipend 
from government. She is a descendant of Shujahadaulah, 
a former nawab of Oude. Her husband is a native of Afghan- 
istan, who joined the Indian army, and sei*ved for several 
years ; but left it when his regiment was ordered to a dis- 
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tant part of the country, where his wife, being a Purdah wo- 
man \i,e, secluded], could not accompany him, and he was un- 
willing to leave her behind. About a year ago he came to us 
one evening, and very shy and trembling, in broken Hindu- 
stani, made known his wife's desire to become a Christian, 
adding that as his wife had decided upon taking this step, 
he was anxious to join her, and to be baptized with her. He 
said he had been attending Mr. R.'s preaching in the Bazaar 
for some time, to find out something about the Christian re- 
ligion, and that he liked what he heard, and thought it worth 
accepting. The following morning I yisited the Begum, and 
found that she had fully made up her mind to become a 
Christian. She knew very little of Christianity indeed ; but 
what she knew had evidently made a deep impression on her 
mind. She said that during the short time she attended 
school she had heard that the Lord Jesus is kind and merci- 
ful to sinners, and that she felt a great longing to be Christ's ; 
that believing in Mahommed had never done her any good, 
and that she was quite ready to leave him and follow Jesus. 
I asked her if she had well considered the consequences of 
doing so, and she said that she had done so for more than 
three months, and that, the more she thpught about it, the 
more she felt drawn to take this step. I was much struck 
with the earnestness expressed in her look, word, and man- 
ner, and felt sure that she was at least sincere in her desire. 
Mr. R., finding the husband equally desirous, they were both 
invited to come and place themselves under regular instruc- 
tion. After a year's careful teaching, and there being evident 
signs of old things having passed away, and a new nature 
being, through the Holy Spirit's influence, imparted to them, 
they were baptized the Sunday before last, the 14th of June, 
the man by the name of Sulaiman, the Begum by that of 
Miriam. Oh, pray for them, that they may be kept stedfast 
and immovable, and that they may grow in grace, and become 
shining lights among their countrymen and women ! It was 
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a great pleasure to see Miriam's liappy, peaceful face on the 
day of their baptism. Sulaiman's was actually radiant with 
joy ; he said it was the happiest day in his life. Miriam is 
about twenty -five years old; but for the last eight years she 
has been suffering from a very debilitating complaint, spend- 
ing nearly all she had on native doctors and medicines. For- 
tunately, I understood her case sufl5ciently to undertake treat- 
ing her homoeopathically, hoping at least to give her some 
relief. Through God^s blessing, however, a perfect cure has 
been effected in a comparatively short time. 

Pray for us, that the Lord may grant us grace and strength 
to work whilst it is day, and that He may bless our feeble 
efforts to promote His glory amongst the Hindoos and Ma- 
hommedans around us. 



Casfte ^cftool for ^air (girfe, Cottpam, 
^outft Xntiia^ 

By Mes. Bishop. 

Now that I have leisure, it seems no easy task to write any- 
thing interesting about our little Caste Girls' School. We go 
on very much as usual, quietly teaching our children, daily 
sowing the seed of the word of faith, for we know that the 
harvest will surely follow in God's own time. Tour Society's 
kind gift of £10 was very welcome, for our school fund was 
nearlyexhausted,andin this native state of Travancore we get 
no grant from the government, as we should if our school was 
in British territory. It will be long too, before we are able 
to get fees from our children, for the high caste heathen in 
Cottyam do not see the need of female education, and are very 
diffident about entrusting their children to us for instruction. 
Still we have much reason to be encouraged for the footing 
which has been gained, and we do trust that your Committee 
will continue their support and sympathy. 
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Tou will be pleased to hear that we have introduced St, 
Matthew's Gospel into the school. Up to the middle of last 
month the children had been taught oralli^ the chief incidents 
in our Saviour's life, and the elder girls had read a short 
Scripture history, called " The Angel's Message/' I then 
thought the time had come to put a portion of the Word of 
liife into their hands. The children were delighted to read it 
for a time. Bat soon there was a change ; the grandmothers 
and mothers of our pupils sent angry messages to the school- 
master; the bright, eager little faces were clouded with dis- 
trust; and when we had the usual Bible lesson a few days ago, 
the girls in the first class would not answer the questions I 
put, and pretended to know nothing about the chapter they 
had just read. We have now a short holiday; when the school 
re-opens next Monday, I trust the excitement will have passed 
away. I am told that there is a very strong feeling against 
the "new Scripture" (as they call it) being taught; and we 
shall have need of much patience and faith, for it will never 
do to withdraw " the Book." We must persevere, even if it 
be at the expense of losing our most promising pupils. How- 
ever, we must hope for the best, and look to Him who has all 
hearts under His control. 

It is, indeed, a great privilege to be permitted to labour 
amongst those to whom Christ is not known, to tell these little 
heathen girls the story of the Cross, but all will be in vain 
without God's blessing. Will you then especially remember 
these little Hindoo girls in your prayers, that they may be 
taught of God's Spirit to know and love Jesus as their Saviour, 
that the light of the glorious gospel may shine in their hearts, 
and shed its influence in their dark homes. 

Since I last wrote, we have been honoured with a visit from 
a Hindu prince, the heir apparent to the throne of Travancore. 
His highness was passing through Cottyam, and was re- 
quested by the missionaries to visit the educational establish- 
ments of the place, and amongst others our little Caste Girls' 
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School. The prince graciously responded to the request, and 
was soon on his way to the Hindu Girls' School. We had not 
much time for preparation ; however, a small triumphal arch 
was hastily erected, and on each side of the entrance gate a 
plantain, with its heavy cluster of fruit, was placed as a mark 
of honour. The little ones were in a great state of trepidation, 
mingled with delight ; however, they acquitted themselves 
fairly during a short examination in reading, dictation, and 
arithmetic. Before leaving, the kind prince fairly won all 
their little hearts by giving each child a small present. On 
his return to the capital, his highness sent some maps and 
school-books as a donation for the use of the school. This 
royal visit has tended very much to wear away prejudice, and 
bring the school into notice, and has considerably raised it in 
the estimation of the natives. 

Before closing I must ask you kindly to give my best thanks 
to the ladies of the Committee for their valuable assistance in 
this little attempt to reach the higher classes of the heathen. 
We know that nothing is too hard for God to accomplish, and 
we look forward with humble trust to the time when these 
little Nair girls, living in the midst of heathen superstitions, 
may become, by the mighty power of constraining grace, ser- 
vants of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



S'()emlan^ iHount itelianoiu 

[Translated from a Native Newspaper,) 

The examination of Girls' School at Shemlan took place this 
morning, under the superintendence of Miss Hicks. Many 
of the respectable natives were present, as well as some 
foreigners. 

The subjects in which the girls were examined were Arabic, 
English, arithmetic, geography, physiology, and some others; 
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then tlie examination was ended by papers being read by 
some of the girls. All who were present were greatly pleased 
with what they saw and heard of the improvement of the 
girls in the EngUsh language ; especially the way they gave 
their answers, all by heart, and with good pronunciation ; 
and also with their improvement in Arabic, through the 
energy of Mr. Easheed-el-Mooshaalanie. 

All (the visitors) left the school, giving their best thanks 
to Miss Hicks and Miss Dobbie for the politeness and kind- 
ness they had shown them ; and we took the opportunity of 
offering ours to Miss Hicks, for the trouble she has taken for 
fourteen years to educate these girls, and bring them up ac- 
cording to the taste of the country ; for it is impossible for 
any native school to bring up girls better than this school 
does. We perceive, from one examination to another, how 
the girls repeat their Arabic grammar, by heart, with the 
references, and analyze it, conjugating the verbs, and de- 
clining the nouns correctly. And in this school they spend 
on the household work more time than in any other school. 

We are not afraid of causing disappointment if we praise 
this School on the Lebanon, and urge (the people) to send 
their girls to it, because we see the pupils that leave it are 
always remarkable for their good education and good cha- 
racter. 

The Committee rejoice with their friend, Mrs. Watson, in 
the success of this School, which she established several years 
ago. 

a 2^isfit to Cfteriasf^ 

By Miss Tanner, of Nazareth, 
We are having very fine weather. With the exception of now 
and then a severe wind, it is really quite pleasant. Miss 

McK keeps well; she went to Tiberias a fortnight 

ago, taking Miss Chaijjs and myself with her, and though it 
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was a long and fatiguing ride going and comings she was none 
the worse for it ; but, on the contrary, said she felt all the 
better, and quite ready to start for Jerusalem. We greatly 
enjoyed the trip, and especially having a sail upon the veri- 
table lake upon which Jesus walked in the midst of the 
tempest. Besides, so many points of interest are visible, the 
sites of Capernaum, Magdala, Mount Hermon, etc. We 
actually crossed the Jordan, and had a walk upQu the other 
side. I wish many I know in England could have enjoyed 
the same privilege, for such I consider it. 

Miss McK most generously defrayed our expenses 

while there, which I think was very kind. The children met 
us on our return, and we found they had been, all of them, very 
good, while in the charge of Mistas and Katie [the young 
native teachers from Shemlan] and our German servant. 

Miss Hicks may well be proud of her girls if they are all 
like our two teachers, they are so nice and so well up in their 
duties. I heard from Miss Hicks lately ; she seems to be quite 
busy superintending the making of her cistern. 

Our home [i.e., the Orphanage now building] begins to pre- 
sent quite an imposing appearance; of course, the workman- 
ship is so superior to the purely native work. I hope that all 
the necessary funds will be forthcoming ; really, they have 
come in beautifully lately, and there is a very perceptible dif- 
ference in the appearance of the building in consequence. The 
children were there to-day, as we were passing it, returning 
from a walk, and their delight knew no bounds at seeing the 
large rooms and the finely cut stones, etc. It is so amusing 
to hear the big ones speculating as to whether their time 
will be up before the building is finished; of course they are 
greatly desirous to live in it. 

The Greek Bishop of Nazareth paid us a visit on Monday 
morning, accompanied by his sister, a Greek lady. He was 
very affable and nice. Miss McK had a long conversa- 

tion with him in French, which he speaks fluently. After 
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his visit the bishop went, of his accord, to the schooboom, 
and the children sang to him in Arabic " There is a happy 
land,'' with which he was much pleased. If only these Greeks 
oonld be brought to the knowledge of the jpwre gospel of Jesus 
Christ ! There is so much that is estimable in many of them, 
and it is so sad to know that they are resting their salvation 
upon signs and ceremonies, feasts and fasts, etc., which cannot 
profit. Several with whom we have spoken have professed to 
depend only upon the Lord Jesus, and certainly one hears 
very little about the Virgin Mary from them, yet they remain 
in the Greek Church. Th€> Latins are very different; they are 
bigoted, and quite under the dominion of their priests. They 
give out as their opinion that Greeks and Protestants are only 
wood for hell-fire ! We have no Latin children in the school; 
the nuns prevent their coming by all possible means. I do 
hope and pray that the teaching these little Greeks receive 
from us may bring forth fruit in their lives, and that the next 
generation may be very different from this present one. 



[The attention of the Committee of the Society por Pro- 
moting PEBLA.LE Education in the Bast has been drawn to the 
important subject of the following letter, which appeared in 
The Times of September 3rd. They have been in communi- 
cation with Mr. Rodgers, and they have assured them of their 
fall sympathy with his desire to reach the poor white heathen 
for whom he pleads, and their mllingness to co-operate with 
him as far as it may be in their power, when some plan shall 
be noticed, and active and responsible local committees 
formed to superintend the work. Extracts from a leading 
article in the same newspaper of that date are appended, as 
fumishinga strong confirmation of Mr.Bodgers^ statements.] 
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To the Editor of The Times. 

Sib, — I have been much interested in reading the extract 
from the Pall Mall Gazette in The Times of this morning, on 
the '^ Poor Whites in India/' I have been ten years in the 
Punjab, and can aver that the case is not at all over-stated. 
Natives are paid to be educated. Eurasians, and the chil- 
dren of European parents, have to pay highly for their edu- 
cation. No child of European parentage can prosper during 
the summer in the plains of the Punjab. There is no school 
whatever in the hills for the children of poor Europeans. 
There are the two Lawrence Asylums at Murree and Sana- 
wur for the children of European soldiers ; but the fees here 
are very high. For the children of clerks and railway offi- 
cials there is absolutely no provision whatever made. The 
American Presbyterian missionaries have lately purchased 
Woodstock, a large house at Landour. This year it is a school 
for poor Europeans ; but the fees are high. These same 
missionaries have a school at Dehra Doon, for native girls, 
where often poor white children go free. Thus it will be 
seen that at the hands of both Government and missionaries 
the European-born of India receive but scant attention. 
The result is as stated. The Anglo-Indian rising race is a 
source of loss oi prestige to Government, and an insurmount- 
able obstacle in the progress of Christianity. No Missionary 
Society, except the Society for the Propagation of the Gos- 
pel, regards the Europeans as a field of labour. It has long 
seemed to me that no greater benefit could be conferred on the 
Punjab than the establishment of a charity school for English 
boys and girls in the hills, at either Murree, Dalhousie, or 
Dhurmsalla. This school should be supported by Government 
and charity. The parents will never be able to pay high school 
fees, if any. They can barely find their children in clothes now. 
I would suggest that the venerable Society above named should 
take the matter in hand ; it would have another and a stronger 
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claim to public support. Nothing is more urgently needed. 
I myself often feel compunctions at working solely for the 
natives, and should rejoice at being able to help the children 
of my own countrymen to a better education. 
I am, Sir, yours truly, 
C. J. EODGERS, Principal Normal College, Christian 
Vernacular Education Society, Amritsar. 
Walsoken Eoad, Wisbeach, 8&pi. 2. 

From' the Leading Article. 
{Abridged,) 
The splendour, the power, and the elevated scope of duty 
attaching to such an empire as that of England in India are 
possessions of which an imperial race may well be proud. 
But every great gift has its drawbacks, every inheritance of 
duty its burdensome or painful incidents. Long ago it was 
seen, by the far-seeing statesmen who founded our Indian 
dominion, that the building up of that imperial structure 
would sacrifice many lives, a vast mass of human happiness, 
the destiny, in some degree, of an entire race. It was neither 
the fate of the native population of India, nor of the Euro- 
peans who take Indian service as civil administrators or as 
soldiers, that was involved in the growth and strengthening 
of British rule in the East. The natives of every class reaped 
pure benefit from the change of a profligate, reckless, op- 
pressive government, into a calm, clear-sighted, just, and 
tolerant rule. The European, whether civilian or soldier, who 
enters the public service in India does so counting the cost, 
taking his life in his hand, accepting a career with consider- 
able risks and onerous responsibilities ; but also with its pre- 
scribed functions, the due performance of which brings to the 
mind the satisfaction of work well done and bearing fruit. 
But beside, or between, the rulers and the ruled grew up, as 
was foreseen, a vast population subject to the restraints 
neither of European nor of Asiatic society. The condition of 
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these " Poor Whites '' of India furnishes abundant material 
for pathological inquiry. We republished yesterday from the 
columns of an evening contemporary an interesting but most 
painful analysis of the actual state and the visible prospects 
of this morbid section of society. The examination of the 
disease is not pleasant^ and we are not sure that it can be 
called profitable, for there is Uttle to offer byway of remedy. 
But it is a mere folly to close our eyes to £a<2ts. 

It is then the simple truth that in that Indian empire of 
ours to which we point with just pride as a model of wise, 
equitable, and scientific administration, there is a population 
of our own blood, wholly or partially, amounting in the 
Presidency of Bengal alone to more than 80,000, as corrupt 
and degraded, as miserable and hopeless, as any forlorn cor- 
ner of the earth can show. The *' Poor Whites " of India are 
a necessary, though a most unpleasant and unwholesome, con- 
sequence of the development of our empire. They are the 
camp-followers of our great army of occupation. It was the 
policy of the East India Company to exclude from its terri- 
tory with jealous care '* interlopers,'^ as they were called, of 
every sort, and nothing tended so much to excite English 
mercantile enterprise against the Company as this rule of 
conduct. 

But even the Company could not keep out the *' Poor 
Whites'* altogether. The non-official class slowly but steadily 
increased, and, since the abdication of the Company's rajj has 
grown to overwhelming proportions. The indig6 plantations 
of Bengal, the tea plantations of Assam and Sylhet, the rail- 
ways and other engineering works, the religions missions, 
the wants of a refined, educated, and luxurious English 
society living in the midst of an alien and subject race — all 
these attract to India a roving and reckless tribe of unat- 
tached Europeans who have not, properly speaking, any 
reasonable claim for special care from the Government of In- 
dia, and who certainly do not receive that care. Besides 
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these there is a large Eurasian or half-caste community spread 
over all India, sharing Oriental blood with Portuguese, Bng- 
glish, Dutch, French, and half a dozen other nationalities. 
This mongrel race, too, has mingled again on the one side with 
Europeans, and on the other with Asiatics, until all the 
varieties of admixture which were distinguished in the South- 
em States'of America under the Slave power might be paral- 
leled to-day in British India. 

The dangerous character of this element in the society of 
our Eastern empire has long been recognised. The Eurasians, 
with a few remarkable exceptions, have shown all the vices 
of both the parent races, and hardly a sign of the virtues of 
either Europe or Asia. Perhaps the unlucky half-castes of 
India are not to blame. They '^ lead the life of pariah dogs, 
skulking on the outskirts between the native and the 
European communities, and branded as noxious animals by 
both." The haughty, placid contempt with which the elder 
religions of the East regard what appear to them the theo- 
logical novelties of the West is certainly not disturbed by the 
type of Christianity which is presented in the life of the 
Eurasians. The official classes are restrained by a severe and 
probably a wholesome etiquette from having any but the most 
distant intercourse with theiroutcast half-brothers. And what 
the worst of the Eurasians are, the wandering unemployed or 
half-employed Europeans tend rapidly to become. Their 
children at least, like those of the half-caste, grow up in com- 
pany with the children of the natives, and " pick up their 
vices without afterwards learning their virtues of industry 
and sobriety." India, we must repeat, is, at all events at 
present, not a white man^s country. The civil or military 
servant of the Government is paid, presumably, on such a 
scale as enables him to send his children home to Europe 
when they begin to need education, and when the Eastern 
climate begins to tell upon their physical development. 
But the " Poor Whites " can do nothing of the kind, and 
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there is no maclimery of public instruction provided for them. 
Of course ,neither is there any possibility of vrithdrawingthe 
rising generation in this class from the noxious influences of 
an Eastern climate and of Eastern society while they are still 
young and impressionable. It is perhaps one of the cruel 
mercies of nature that such a population is sterile and short- 
lived. We recognise fully all the difficulties of making 
adequate provision for the social needs of the "Poor Whites '* 
of India. The native population, whether Hindoo or Ma- 
hommedan, have their own code of moral restraint. Education 
we have forced upon them at a great cost. But how we are 
to impose any moral control upon the Eurasians, or the float- 
ing crowd of immigrant Europeans, baffles conjecture, and 
to tax the natives in order to provide them with educational 
advantages would be hardly just, even if it were possible. 



d by Google 



jTemale eiiuiatwn m ^ftiUsttia^ 

The Comi^ittee of the Society for Promoting Female Edu- 
cation IN the Bast have recently had a most interesting 
opening for work brought before them, in Gaza, by W. D. 
Pritchett, Esq., to whom is due the honour of beginning in 
the land of the Philistines. He has already established a 
little Girls^ School, of which he writes : 

" Ours is probably the first girls^ school that ever existed 
in Gaza, a city now more than 3000 years old. Most of the 
pupils are Mohammedans, and we may fairly hope that they 
will, by God's blessing, derive much good from gaining ac- 
quaintance with Holy Scripture, and by associating wifch their 
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Christian teacher and Christian school-fellows. The follow- 
ing notes, lately received, will supply some interesting . 
details : — 

*"Tblbgeaph Ofwcb, Gaza, June 8th, 1874. 

'^ ' My dear Stb, — ^You will rejoice to learn that the girls^ 
school has made very rapid progress, and may now be con- 
sidered a decided success. Upwards of fifty names are on 
the list, and about thirty- five children in regular daily attend- 
ance. The school is now carried on in the new room, which 
looks very neat and comfortable. It is well ventilated, and 
in every respect well adapted for the purpose. 

^''Everything here wears a flourishing aspect, and pro- 
mises well for the future. 

" ' Wishing you every success in England, and a speedy 
return to the land of the Philistines, with very kind regards, 

" 'I remain, etc., J. G. Pickabd. 

" ' To W. D. Peitchbtt, Esq.' 

" The teacher herself writes : — 

''' GAZk, June 8th, 1874. 

" ' Deas Sir, — The school is getting on very nicely, and 
I have on the list more than fifty girls, and about thirty-five 
that come regularly. The new school is finished, and we 
have gone into it. Please do not forget to get us some 
things for the school, such as patchwork, needles, scissors, 
and thimbles, and different sorts of cotton and thread for 
working stockings, and some knitting needles, and shuttles 
for tatting work, etc., etc., etc' " 

Mr. Pritchett adds : 

" Gaza has more than 16,000 inhabitants. There are 60 
towns and villages in the district, and 50,000 Arabs in tents ; 
making up a population of 100,000, who are all Moslems, 
except about 500 persons belonging to the Greek Orthodox 
Church in Gaza. Ours is the only mission or mission-school 
at work among this vast multitude ; and I earnestly ontreat 
all who love the Gospel that they will not allow our attempt 
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to fail for want of funds. The people of Gaza urge me much 
to open a second school for girls in another part of the 
town/' 

Mr. Pritchett is very anxious to secure European superin- 
tendence for the female missionary and educational work in 
Gaza, and two ladies are ready and willing to enter upon it. 
Will the Lord's people allow the means to be wanting ? 



*^aaae ftate sfeen ^fe ^tar to tfte eaist/* 

Another Christian girl has been removed from the School ai} 
Singapore to her home in heaven. 

Bin was early placed in the Chinese Girls' School, where 
most of her life was spent, first as a pupil, and then assisting 
in teaching and visiting her country-people. Her disposition, 
naturally amiable, had become more and more lovely under 
the influence of Divine grace, and her love for Jesus and 
growth in the fruits of the Spirit gave ample evidence of her 
being a true believer, though we cannot point to any marked 
period of conversion. 

Two years ago her health began to fail, but occasional rallies 
of strength enabled her to resume her daily duties until the 
last siK months, when her disease (consumption) slowly but 
steadily ran its course. She had been removed from the 
School for change, but the other Christian girls oonti^^ued to 
assist her mother in nursing her, and were with her at the 
time of her death. A few days before this took place, the girls 
were reading and talking to her of the joys of heaven, when 
she said — *' Yes, I am going there; I wish I could go now; 
it is better to go there than remain in this world full of sorrow 
and sickness.'' The morning of her death she sent for her. 
teachers and friends. She looked very happy, her face so 
bright, and she said that she saw the Lord Jesus with His 
arms open to receive her, and three angels with Him* She 
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asked the girls to sing, *' Safe in the arms of Jesus,'' " Baise 
me higher/' and "Jesus, Lover of my soul;" she then said> 
" Thank you, my friends," and fell asleep for a little. On 
awaking she said, "I am still clinging to Jesus;" and to her 
mother who was crying, " Don't weep, mother. Christians 
have great hope that they will meet in heaven." She said 
she felt so hot, but she was going to bathe on the golden 
shore, and wear the robe of whiteness. Then she sent loving 
messages to her absent friends. Lady Ord, and lyyself, and 
gently passed away, " Safe in the arms of Jesus." 

One of her teachers writes that she thanked God for the 
privilege of witnessing so glorious a death-bed. 

Septemler, 1874. Sophia Cooke, 



a ^lea for Zenanasi* 

By Mes. C. B. Lewis, of Calcutta. 
{Abridged from the original.') 

What is Zenana work ? — this work of which such frequent 
mention is made in connection with missionary operations in 
India ? To answer this question in many private circles has 
been the pleasure and privilege of the writer of this short 
sketch ; but she is induced to adopt the present mode of 
giving information on the subject by the earnest desire of 
several upon whose judgment she can rely, as well as by her 
own anxiety to awaken as widely as possible the concern of 
English ladies for their less favoured, yet most interesting, 
Indian sisters. 

It is not easy to describe to persons in this country the 
condition of Hindoo domestic society. In England, as a rule, 
every family suiBBlciently opulent possesses a habitation pecu- 
liar to itself, and on marriage, a son literally '^leaves his 
father and mother " to establish a home of his own. The 
house of a respectable Bengali, on the contrary, is seldom the 
abode of one couple only. It is rather the dwelling-place of 
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an aggregation of families : father and sons^ with cousins and 
grandsons, often residing together in one domestic commu- 
nity. The family inheritance even is not divided amongst the 
sharers ; but a patriarchal bond unites the several members 
of the household, and preserves the deference and subordina- 
tion which nature and custom dictate to them. 

In every respectable Hindoo house a range of apartments 
is found set apart for the occupation of the women. This is 
called the Zenana, from the Persian word Zen^ women. To 
this part of the house no man has access, except the faith^ers, 
husbands, and sons of the family; and from it no fetnale mem- 
ber of that family beyond the age of childhood is allowed to 
pass unguarded. The apartments of the zenana are usually 
dreary, ill-lighted, ill-ventilated, and miserably famished 
rooms, so constructed that no curious eye can overlook them, 
and that their inmates may see as little as possible of the outer 
world. In some cases the number of women thus immured 
is very great; and the same patriarchal system which regtdatep 
the relation of the men of the family prevails also amongst 
the woiften. The aged mother of the household is supreme, 
and the other women rank according to their husbands^ re- 
lative positions. How monotonous and wretched a life passed 
in such circumstances must be, need hardly be remarked. 
These poor women enjoy little of their husbands' society — 
they do not even sit or eat with them ; and, having received 
no education — unable to read books — ^with no knowledge of 
any useful or elegant art of needlework or other pleasant oc- 
cupation to beguile the wearisomeness of their lot — ^they are 
shut up to utter indolence. The survey of such jewels as they 
may possess, the care of their little ones, and the discussion 
of any family gossip, or of whatever items of news find their 
way to them from the outside, are their only amusements ; 
and great is their delight when a marriage takes place, or 
when some idolatrous festival or ceremony is celebrated, and 
they have their share in the stir, the feastings, and the illumi- 
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nations wliicli attend it. Sach occurrences are their gala days, 
and form the only breaks in their monotonoos liyes. 

According to Hindoo cnstom^ a girl mast be married before 
she is ten years of age^ bat osoally the ceremony takes place 
at a mnch earlier period. Thoagh married^ she generally 
lives with her parents nntil she is twelve or thirteen years old^ 
when she is regarded as quite fit to take her place in the &mily 
of her husband ; and thenceforth she remains in his zenana, 
never being allowed to leave it bat on very special occasions, 
and then only in a carefully closed carriage or palanquin, and 
with the additional protection of the darkness of night. Sucli 
a position as this is sufficiently revolting to our English ideas 
of social comfort and domestic bliss. What then must be the 
condition of the widows in such households f Now that an 
inhuman practice has been prohibited by our enlightened 
Government, and the widow may not voluntarily or by com- 
pulsion be immolated, her life is usually rendered as bitter as 
possible. If she is the mother of sons, she has a status which 
secures her from many of the petty degradations and annoy- 
ances which befall the childless widow — often herself a child. 
When a girl becomes a widow before she has entered her 
husband's dwelling, she is yet transferred to that home so soon 
as she has reached the age when, had he been alive, she would 
have gone there. Unwelcome to his family, who henceforth 
have to support her, she becomes but too often the drudge 
and servant of all, and thus has the desolation of her lot most 
painfully ajid perpetually kept before her. By Hindoo law 
her food is limited to one meal a day, and that of the coarsest 
kind; and she may never wear an ornament of any descrip- 
tion whatsoever. The re-marriage of widows is now sanc- 
tioned by legal enactment, but the sentiment of the people 
is against it. 

It has been said above that the Hindoo women are wholly 
uneducated. It does not appear that they were always so. 
In the literature of the country mention is made of women 
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who were proficient in every department of learning. For 
ages past^ however^ castom has denied all instraction to the 
daughters of India. It has even been thought disreputable 
for a woman to be able to read and write. Thus it was that 
when missionary enterprise found its way to India^ and efforts 
were made to give to the people the blessings of Christian 
knowledge^ for a long time it was impossible to teach any but 
the lads and young men of the community. They might be 
benefited by learning ; it would be to iliem an introduction to 
profitable employment; whilst to girls it could be nothing 
but an injury and degradation. So the Hindoos reasoned^ and 
thus the eflforts of Christian philanthropy were baffled for 
many years. It was the honour and privilege of the agents 
of the Baptist Missionary Society to make the first successful 
attempts towards native female education in 1819 ; but the 
children of the poor alone could be reached by those efforts, 
and the results did not go far to alter the national feding. 
That it has now been altered, is, we think, attributable to the 
influence of English education upon the men. 

Western literature has been so effectually taught to the 
young men of India in the many Government and Missionary 
schools, that their minds have been to a wide extent enlight- 
ened by it. The dense ignorance of the woman was no disad- 
vantage to their husbands whilst they were themselves un- 
taught, or instructed only in the absurdities of Hindooism; but 
now that their minds have been stimulated by the possession 
of true knowledge, and are prepared to enjoy intelligent con- 
versation, they find it to be no small evil that, in their homes, 
there can be no sympathy with their pursuits, as there is no 
power to appreciate their choicest acquisitions. Besides, with 
knowledge, there has come to the young Bengali an impa- 
tience of the restraints of caste and a.disregard of the prescrip- 
tions of idolatry which are leading him on to great, and it is 
hoped salutary, social reforms ; but for these his household, 
while uninstructed, must be altogether unprepared. 
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It will be readily understood that the task of instracting 
Hindoo women in their own homes, under the circumstanGes 
above described^ is encumbered by not a few difficulties. The 
labour cannot be economized by collecting the inmates of 
several houses together, and each family presents pupils difiTer- 
ing widely amongst themselves in age and capacity. Visits, 
too, must be adjusted to the family convenience ; and it has 
been found that the afternoon, from one to six o'clock, is the 
only time when attention can be expected. Thus, if a Chris- 
tian lady were able to give her full strength to this work, she 
could probably teach twice a week in at most ten or twelve 
houses only. Regular daily instruction can only be secured, 
even within such a limited sphere of labour, by the employment 
<5f native Christian women as assistant teachers. Before the 
work of a European lady is passed over, we may call attention to 
the amount of self-denial required for the discharge of it. The 
journey to the houses she has to visit, made in the very hot- 
test part of the day, and taking her through dusty and squaUd 
thoroughfares, is of itself very fatiguing. To sit and teach 
in the close and dirty apartments, or in the ill-screened ve- 
randah where the women congregate around her, is attended 
with no small inconvenience and exhaustion. Yet the eager- 
ness with which such visits are welcomed, the delight at any 
new information acquired, the joy as increased facility in 
needlework is gained, and the loving gratitude for the care 
and interest bestowed, which the women evince, are sufficient 
to make the Christian visitor oblivious of discomfort and 
weariness ; and not until she is returning to her own home is 
she aware how severely both mind and body have been taxed 
by her labour of love. Nor does her task terminate here. 
Work must be made ready for her next visit, and very much 
time and patient industry are required for this purpose. 

As a merely philanthropic eflfort, such a work must com- 
mend itself to Englishwomen ; but when, in addition, thcf 
higher aim of carrying life, — eternal life, — to those who are 
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now BO evidently sitting in the shadow of death is considered^ 
we believe we shall not appeal for help in vain. 

Is it asked what encouragements we have had to persevere 
in such labours ? We may reply that not a few of these 
women have become readers and students of the Word of God, 
and in some instances they have induced their husbands to 
study with them. More than one or two have declared that 
they will no more worship idols, and have avowed their be- 
lief in the ''true Grod, and Jesus Christ whom He has sent/* 

Neglected and despised as women have been in India, and 
still are, yet there, as everywhere else, they exert a powerful 
influence ; and the writer has ceased to wonder at the insur- 
mountable barriers they have too often opposed to the recep- 
tion of Christianity, as she has witnessed the fond affection 
subsisting between the Hindu mother and her sons. Who, 
then will not rejoice that now at last so many of these dark 
homes are open for instruction, and who will not pray the 
Lord of the harvest to send forth labourers into this harvest ? 
for truly it is great, and the labourers are very few. 

Surely an appeal on behalf of so many who are ready to 
perish will not be made to the women of England in vain ! 



%\^t Casie of l^ud^u a Conbert from 1gmliuts!m« 

The following brief outline of the case of this young convert 
is submitted to friends of the Mission cause, in the hope that 
it will secure her a place in their pleadings at the throne of 
grace. 

Huchi was sent by her parents to a Christian school at 
Bangalore at the age of six years. It was known to them that 
the Bible was read and taught there, but yet they allowed her 
to attend up to the age of thirteen. It should be understood 
that the mind, within a given range of power, ripens more 
rapidly in India than in this country. 
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From about the age of ten years Hachi became deeply im- 
pressed with and avowed her belief in the truths of Ghristi- 
anitj. Special interest was taken in her by those in charge 
of her school, and by God's grace the young mind rapidly 
grasped more and more of Divine teaching ; her heart was 
drawn close to Jesus, who was manifested to her in a remark- 
able degree, and she was thus led to apply repeatedly and 
earnestly for Christian baptism. 

Her convictions became known to her parents at an early 
period, but it was not until her desire for baptism (the signal 
for total separation from her Hindu caste) was declared, that^ 
in order to prevent further intercourse with the Missionaries, 
they withdrew her from the school, by which means she was 
deprived of all Christian privileges. They burned her Bible 
and other books containing Christian truths, — ^in a word, they 
sought to bar out the light, and to shut her up in the dark- 
ness of a heathen home. 

The missionaries had no resource save in prayer to God 
for her, but this young disciple, being strengthened from on 
high, gave to all around her clear proof that Christianity is a 
Divine power, and that God-given light cannot be quenched 
by the design of man. She continued to confess Christ, and 
clearly declared before her parents and her own people that 
when she had legal rights she would join the Christians. 

About this time her aunt carried her off without her 
mother's knowledge, and kept her in strict confinement till, 
having succeeded in extorting the unwilling consent of her 
parents, she betrothed her to her son Appiah, a youth about 
a year older than Huchi. Here a word of explanation seems 
needful. Amongst the Hindus, the parents provide husbands 
for their daughters, and the act of betrothal (binding the girl 
as wife, or one of the wives, of the person they accept) is 
frequently celebrated at a very early age. The further cere- 
monies at a later age are performed when the man claims the 
wife to reside with him. The betrothal is effected by tying 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Female Missionary Intelligencer. 1 87 

round the neck of the girl what is termed '^ the Tali," with 
other ceremonies. This was done in Huchi^s case, as the 
parents fully admit, contrary to her wishes, but she being then 
under fourteen years of age her consent was supposed to be 
unnecessary to the validity of the marriage. Before the be- 
trothal Huchi had openly protested against the marriage, but 
at the time of the ceremony, she being ill and prostrated by 
fever, took no voluntary part in it. 

The aunt still kept her in her house, and strictly confined 
her, to prevent her communicating with the missionaries and 
her Christian friends, in the hope that by these means she 
would be weaned from the desire of becoming a Christian and 
being baptised. Six months after the cruel'and arbitrary act 
of the betrothal, Huchi was permitted to pass a fortnight at 
her parents' house, and she then found out that her marriage 
with her aunt's son was to be completed immediately. Upon 
this she communicated to the missionaries, through the 
agency of a Christian woman, her continued earnest desire to 
be baptised. This was on a Friday. On the next day she 
sent through the same woman another earnest request for 
baptism, and stated that if this request were not granted, she 
would escape, and conceal herself, to avoid the threatened 
marriage. Arrangements were then made for her baptism, 
and on the following day she escaped to the Mission Chapel 
and was baptised. Immediately after the ceremony had been 
performed, Huchi's father came to the chapel and carried her 
off forcibly, and she was kept for another year in strict con- 
finement in her aunt's house, all the while stedfast in the 
Christian faith. At the end of this time, she escaped to the 
Mission House, and attempts were made by her and her friends 
to get the alleged marriage dissolved by agreement, but the 
attempts were unsuccessful. 

A suit was then commenced on her behalf, to test the legal 
relation in which she stood to the man who claimed her as his 
wife. The position assumed by the so-called husband is, that 
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he has a right to the person of the girl, even though^ in con- 
sequence of her Christian baptism^ he deems her degraded 
below the lowest menial^ as unclean and unfit to occupy a 
place in his house^ and notwithstanding that he has now 
married another girl ; the result being that Huchi is sought 
to be tied as a wif e^ while denied all the privileges of that state. 
On the part of Huchi it is contended that^ having been per- 
mitted by her parents to receive such instructions as to lead 
her of her own free will and decided intent to embrace Christi- 
anity^ and having so declared before betrothal^ and protested 
against that act^ the right of her parents to force her to an 
alliance with a heathen was lost^ and further^ that even on 
the assumption of the original validity of the betrothal^ yet in 
accordance with the customs of the caste to which she be- 
longed, she became, immediately on receiving Christian bap- 
tism, '^ civilly dead/' and the betrothal was thereby neces- 
sarily annulled. The courts in India have decided against 
the girl; and if such decision be upheld, and no satisfactory 
remedy provided, she will be liable to be treated as a mere 
chattel, and used in any way the husband pleases, with no 
duty on his part save to keep her from starving. It is felt 
that such a state of things is unbearable, and if, after such a 
glaring case has been brought to light, the Christian convert 
be left the victim of a state so unnatural, so unjust, so cruel, 
it must become a serious question for those interested in 
Missions whether they can continue to instruct Hindu chil- 
dren in the sacred and blessed truths of the gospel of Christ. 
Huchi was permitted to escape from the hands of her perse- 
cutors, and has been brought to this country, pending the 
further efforts contemplated on her behalf; but let those 
who read this paper reflect what would have been her con- 
dition had she been given into the cruel hands that were 
seeking to grasp her. Her case is but a typical one, and 
the future of her countrywomen is involved in it. The Lord 
reigneth ! He who preserved Huchi through so many dangers 
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whilst imprisoned for two years in a heathen home, and who 
graciously heard and answered the daily continuous stream of 
expectant prayer on her behalf, can and will now aid those 
who still seek to secure for her and her Hindu sisters liberty 
of conscience and freedom from a condition worse than mere 
bodily slavery, 

''If thou believest thou shalt see the glory of God." Prayer, 
believing, persevering, united prayer is then asked — 

(1.) On behalf of Huchi, that she may go on from strength 
to strength ; that her path may be as the shining light, which 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day ; that she may 
remain steadfast, unmovable, a vessel fit for the Master^s ser- 
vice ; that on her return to her own country she may be freed 
from persecution, and be kept free ever to abound in the work 
of the Lord, and be an instrument for turning many of her 
benighted countrywomen to the same Saviour who is so 
precious to her. 

(2.) On behalf of those Christian friends who are actively 
engaged in the case here briefly explained — that wisdom and 
understanding may be granted to them with all needful bold- 
ness, and that their efforts may be directed aright and brought 
to a successful issue. 

(3.) On behalf of the poor down-trodden girls of India— 
that the Lord will graciously so order, that out of the trials 
of one of His own chosen children great deliverance may 
spring in His own way and in His own good time. 

[This case is now likely to attract public a.ttention. Parti- 
culars of it were given in a letter with the title '' A Forced 
Marriage,'* to the editor of the Daily NewSy of October 22ndj 
from which we subjoin the following brief extracts : — ] 

" SiE, — By your kindness I should be glad to submit to 
the judgment of the public a case which appears to me not 
only to be one of great individual hardship, but to illustrate 
a state of things which calls for a legislative remedy." (De- 
tails of the case are here given.) 
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^^I do not desire to lay unnecesBary stress on this treatment. 
A change of religion is too serioas a matter for parents to re- 
main indifferent to it^ but yon will agree with me that any mea- 
sures that were taken by her friends ought to be such as would 
leave her free to act for herself when whatever may be deemed 
the age of discretion shall arrive. Huchi^ deprived of Christian 
society^andherBible^andotherChristianbooks^ remained stead- 
fast in her profession^ and declared to her parents and friends 
that as soon as she had legal rights she would join the Christians. 
. . • Again she escaped^ and attempts were then made to get 
the alleged marriage diss<dved by agreement^ but without suc- 
cess. A suit was then instituted on her behalf^ to test the legal 
relation in which shestood toAppiah^ who claims her^ degraded 
as he holds her to be by baptism. The courts^ however^ have 
decided against the girl. She is Appiah's wif e^ her protests^ 
cries^ and entreaties notwithstanding. As she was under four- 
teen years of age at the time of the betrothal^ her consent was 
not necessary. After this decision, only one course was open 
to the girl. She has reached this country, and is now in Eng- 
land. But what a condition of things existing under the rule 
of our gracious Sovereign does this narrative disclose 1 As 
the Hindoo laws of marriage have existed for many centuries, 
we may assume that they are suited to the ancient state of 
society for which they were framed. But are they suited to 
that which exists now ? I believe no student of history would 
deny that wherever Christianity has been carried the personal 
status of women has been raised. But if the law under which 
a woman's life can be disposed of, as it has been attempted to 
dispose of that of Huchi, is to be maintained and applied, 
without conditions or exceptions, is it not clear that not only 
Christianity but every kind of teax^hing calculated to awaken 
a sentiment of personal worth in the breast of women must be 
carefully kept from the girls of India under peril of the most 
fearful consequences ? I sincerely trust thatthe Indian Govern- 
ment will not think the case of this poor girl, which may be 
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tliat of thousands to-morrow^ beneath its notice, but that some- 
thing will be done to procure justice and protection for Huchi, 
and to save from a lot far worse than any slaveiy those who, 
like her, are powerless to help themselves. 

'' 37, Doughty Street/' " T. W. 



By Mbs. Jonis. 

The wdrk of the school has been a good deal interrupted 
by sickness ; some have had measles, others f oyer, and others 
bad colds and coughs. One nice little girl, a month after 
entering the school, was attacked with fever, and died. Some 
of the senior girls have finished their education and been sent 
to their friends. One (Charlotte) was married to the son of 
a deacon of the congregation at Ancmthanadangvdy. Of 
those newly admitted, one is a little orphan. Her mother, a 
very poor woman, died this year, leaving her, as &r as we 
know, without a relative in the world. There are now three 
orphans in the school. It is not a small satisfaction to me to 
be able to give a Christian home, for some years at least, to 
such like destitute ones. Two others newly admitted are from 
the slave class. Too ignorant to see that any advantage can 
be derived from education, their parents for some time refused 
to let them come. One morning the Evangelist went and 
brought them. Before they set off the whole village assem- 
bled and blamed their parents for letting them go. Some 
said, " Why do you send your girls there ? Cannot they 
work and earn a pady^ of rice daily ?'^ These two girls have 
settled down quite contentedly, appear to like the school, and 
are getting on better than we might expect from their ante- 
cedents. 

Through the kindness of a friend who is giving me Es. 50 

• Worth one penny. 
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monthly for twelve months, I have been able to increase the 
number of boarders very considerably. Last year there were 
only twenty-six \ this year I have fifty boarders. Besides 
these, there are thirteen day-scholars, in all sixty- three under 
instruction. 

The lessons have diflfered little from those of last year. I 
have no fault to find with the teachers. They have all dis- 
charged their duties faithfully. The Rev. J. Joshua, at my 
request, kindly undertook the examination this year. I have 
space for a portion only of his report. He says,— 

^^ For want of time I was able to examine only the two 
higher classes. The First class contained eleven girls, and 
they were examined in five subjects, viz.. The Acts of the 
Apostles, Natural Philosophy, Pope^s II. Grammar, Scripture, 
Geography, and Arithmetic. These comprised aU their lessons 
in Tamil. I say, in Tamil, because they had also a lesson in 
the English First Book, in which I did not examine them. 

"In the Ads the portion marked for examination was 
Chap. i.-iii. In this they were asked ninety-five questions, 
of which fifty-eight were answered and the remaining thirty- 
seven were not ; in other words, three-fifths of the questions 
were answered, and two-fifths were not. In point of merit, 
the three first girls stood as follows : Nos. 6, 27, 12. 

"In Arithmetic they worked out almost all the eight ques- 
tions given them. One thing that greatly struck me in the 
examination of this subject was, that some of those who 
scarcely gave any answer in other subjects shone the brightest 
when they took up their slates. No. 7 carried the palm. 

" The Second class, in which there were nine girls, was ex- 
amined in five subjects, viz.: The Book of Judges, Scripture 
Geography, Ancient History, Muthurei, and Grammar* The 
number of questions proposed in aU these subjects was one 
hundred and seventy-seven, of which one hundred and forty- 
six, or about four-fifths were answered correctly and clearly. 
The answers, I was glad to find, were not such as they guessed, 
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but were indicative of a good knowledge of the subjects they 
had studied. Comparatively speaking, this class did much 
better than the First. No. 23 and Annie (a day-scholar) 
answered almost every question put to them, and were de- 
cidedly the best, and next to them was No. 10.^^ 

Lace School. — A very large portion of my time has been 
taken up with the various matters connected with this school, 
such as giving out materials, inspecting the work, paying the 
workers, attending to orders, receiving payments, etc., etc. 
I am glad to say the school has prospered during the year, 
and has yielded some balance for our educational work. 



tnlifan Contrasits!. 

[The letter of the IHmes^ Calcutta Correspondent, which 
appeared under this title in that paper of October 27th, is 
remarkable in many points of view, and in none less than 
the fact that it aflfords a further proof that at length the 
importance of Missionary efforts is being recognised and 
appreciated. Our readers will feel deeply interested in the 
interesting account given of the Girls^ School under Mrs. 
Kerry's charge, as the Committee of the Society foe Peo- 
MOTiNO Female Education in the Bast have long had the 
pleasure of reckoning her among their correspondents, and 
of rendering some help towards the expenses of her school 
from time to time. We necessarily somewhat abridge the 
account. The letter begins with a heart-sickening story of 
a visit paid to the late ex-king of Oude, and of his zenana, 
with his 141 royal ladies, and the missionaries, etc., with 
their schools, are mentioned by way of contrast.] 

*^ Some particulars of yet another visit I wish to lay before 
you, and all the more because it is scarcely so much a visit 
as a study of the several different days with which I shall 
have to deal. This concluding notice, perhaps the most sug- 
gestive and instructive I have made this week, was to a 

VOL. XVII. 
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mission-honse and schools under the Bey. George Kerry and 
Mrs. Kerry^ and I think that I have been able to view the 
educational system in all its phases and characteristics. The 
mission-hoase is a fine buildings but in the very heart of a 
dense native community. Mr. Kerry has 250 boys, day- 
scholars ; Mrs. Kerry, fifty girls, boarders, varying in age 
from five years to fifteen ; in this case all children of Chris- 
tian parents. The lads, heathen and Christian alike, assem- 
ble at ten in the morning, and hear a portion of the Holy 
Scriptures read in English; and, before leaving in the even- 
ings they hear the same verses read in Bengalee, with a short 
prayer in each case, asking God's blessing on their parents 
and themselves, as well as on all the people of the land, and 
all in authority, from the Queen to the humblest magistrate ; 
but avoiding everything at all having the appearance of con- 
troversy, or reflecting on native faiths. A contrary course 
in this last particular would at once, I presume, empty the 
school. But there is no mincing about the actual teaching 
of Christianity. Mr. Kerry says, * I am here not to make 
scholars, but to make Christians; and while I intrude nothings 
neitherwill I hide anything.' . . . I do not know whether your 
readers generally are aware that while a missionary, if he goes 
through a certain routine of duty, is paid so much a year ; if 
he finds a wife who can do twice as much work of a certain 
class as himself, he receives no more. Here are these two 
missionaries, in the very heart of the native town, doing work 
which would astonish some English people if they saw it ; but 
Mrs. Kerry adds not a penny to the household purse, though 
she is working at her school, in one way or another, from six 
o'clock in the morning till nightfall. This fact came out by 
mere accident. I had chanced to say, ' The income is small, 
taking your expenses into consideration, but Mrs. Kerry's 
work and yours together must make matters better.' They 
laughed; a missionary's wife earns nothing unless she can 
earn the afitaction of the poor people, and that something else 
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liiglier than all. There is sacrifice, then, even yet in a mis- 
sionary's life. Let me finish with Mr. Kerry*s big school, by 
saying that in the course of a long supervision of ten years the 
missionary never yet struck a boy- And then, you know, the 
girls are all young ladies. If you came here and laid your 
hand on the head of a girl of fourteen, it would b& an unpar- 
donable insult. The dress is scanty, showing every movement 
of the body ; but no liberty, even in appearance, can be taken 
with a respectable native girl. It is all very weU to talk of 
an Englishman's house being his castle ; but a Hindoo girPs 
chair^however humble it maybe,is her castle too,: — ^and acastle* 
so guarded that it cannot be even approached without danger ► 
You may see a little group of, say, five girls around one pan 
of rice, dipping in their right-hand fingers — never the left — 
in the place of knives and forks, but rarely, indeed, do you 
hear a word of dispute or anger. Their temper seems to be 
imperturbable. They smile and laugh and talk, but seldom 
quarrel. I sketched a pretty picture from Mrs. Kerry's win- 
dow of her laughing, genial, merry-hearted boarders, from 
whom I was separated by a tank about sixty feet wide. It 
was evening, and the sky was sultry to an extreme^ Presently 
the rain fell in a heavy downpour. The girls were sitting out- 
side their house at their evening meal, chattering, laughing,, 
running for water to the tank, etc., when the clouds burst,, 
and the rain fell in torrents. At first they ran out and held 
up their faces. Then one cowered, shivering, and ran into the 
house, and then another, till in a short five minutes all were 
gone. I had seen them in the morning, and had heard them 
singing their beautiful, simple hymns, now in English, now 
in Bengalee — ^beautiful, indeed, both to eye and ear ; but these 
young girls never seem so pretty as when at play. Do not 
misunderstand me — they never romp. An Indian girl rolling 
down a grassy slope, I suppose, never was heard of from the 
days of the great Eam to this day. Their play, for the main 
part, is talk or laughter or singing ; and Mrs. Kerry gives 
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them stort hymnswhich tell of that great event which, enacted 
eighteen centuries away in the dark past, still moves the best 
feelings and impulses of the most civiKzed of existing races. 
They sing even when alone — and there is no hypocrisy in the 
matter,—'^ The Good Shepherd who gave His life for His 
sheep/' They begin school at six in the morning, and leave 
for an hour or so, after reading the Bible, and singing and 
praying, at ten ; and they do sing with a will, and in some 
cases with rare sweetness. I was surprised at their reading, 
verse by verse, of the Scriptures, in the Bengalee vernacular. 
The good missionary and his wife had few words to correct, 
though they had to correct one now and then ; and how ^nice- 
ly ' they read : how solemnly, and with what an evident sense 
that whattheywerereadingwas the Word of God I I never saw 
the like in England; and I think I have been in few English 
towns as long as twenty-four hours without visiting one school 
or more. The girls dress in a native garb, only it must be 
perfectly clean ; eat as they ate at home, only with stern, 
though kind injunctions that nothing shall even savour of im- 
purity. Their house is never entered, or, I fancy, approached 
by a European, unless it is Mrs. Kerry or some friend with 
her. They cook and eat and play in a little commonwealth 
all their own, rising in the morning about five, to wash and 
bathe and eat, and then sing their morning hymn of praise 
to the Creator and Preserver of men. Mrs. Kerry teaches 
them reading, writing, counting, and needlework ; and I fear 
she is even vicious enough to take notice of them in after-life, 
and interest herself in all their matronly hopes and fears. 
Such are these schools, of which I could tell a much longer 
story. It is the thrusting in of ^ the little leaven.' I shall 
not affect to even suggest where the work will end. Some 
of the girls taught in this school are among the best of the 
native zenana teachers, and many more of them have made 
good Christian wives and intelligent mothers. This is the 
good work, and it never ceases.'' 
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[The Editor comments upon the matter in a leading article,* 
of which we give brief extracts.} 

''We wish we might bring home to our Indian subjects who ' 
are discontented with our English rule the full force of ' the 
contrasts ^ set out in a recent letter from our correspondent 
at Calcutta. It is true the Oriental mind seemA to reconcile 
itself easily to abuses which have the sanction of long custom-; 
but then it is singularly susceptible to teaching by iHustra- 
tion, and the contrasts indicated by our correspondent speak 
eloquently for themselves. In the same week he paid a couple 
of visits. One was to the residence of one of those petty 
despots we have displaced, who is squandering his life and 
his revenues in retirement, as most of them used to do when 
they were masters of the country. The other was to an En- 
glish benevolent institution, busy with a work which was un- 
heard-of in India before practical Christianity was introduced 
into the conflict of creeds and superstitions. ... Under the 
native princes a knot of parasites flourished precariously at the 
cost of general wretchedness; In our English rule, we show 
it is our honest purpose to assure the greatest happiness of 
the greatest number.^ 

''Nor would it be easy tc find a happierillustration of the 
beneficial influences of our ascendency than in our correspond- 
ent's account of the schools conducted by Mr. and Mrs. Kerry. 
We cannot say they owe much to official patronage; and 
Government, indeed, does not give them a shilling, while the 
Eoyal voluptuary of Garden Reach has his State allowance of 
£120,000. Yet there, again. State policy comes in, somewhat 
finedrawn, perhaps, out of respect for native prejudices >• but 
the fact that these mission schools are mainly supported by 
private benevolence is only the more significant. The native 
sovereigns had seldom the intelligence or self-control even to 
save the fleeces of their miserable subjects for their own self- 
ish ends. As for doing anything for the morals of the people, 
the native prince is almost the natural enemy of all morality. 
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-and conspicncmfllf the most immoral man in his dominions, 
' as a necessary consefuence of his position, riches, and leisore. 
Here, on the other hand, we have private individuals of an 
alien race laying themselves oat to do good disinterestedly, 
in obedience to the simple impulses of charity and their con- 
sciences. The advantages -they offer, the natives are eager to 
accept ; for they «how none of the impatience to make prose- 
lytes, that is mostllikdy to defeat titself; none of the fanatical 
intolerance that inspires the Mossnlman when he troubles 
himself to shake the faith of others. Not that there is ' any 
• mincing about the teaching of Christianity.' ' I am here, not 
< to make scholars, but to make Christians,' says the mission- 
. ary. But the Christianity is scarcely aggressive, and not at 
' all controversial. The pupils behave devoutly ;at morning and 
evening prayers, and, so far from making Objections to at- 
tending, we are told, ' they believe that they may get some 
good somehow from the worship of our God.' Those of the 
girls who are musical are to be heard singing tlie Christian 
hymns which are taught them during their leisure hours. 
But no reflections are thrown on their native religion, nor is 
' there any interference with the habits or customs of the castes. 
The girls' house is kept sacred from all intrusion, for the 
visits of the lady of the mission seem to be invariably welcome. 
The standard of education is carried sufficiently high to pre- 
pare the boys for entrance to the Calcutta University ; and as 
for the fees, they are nominal. Our correspondent, who has 
much experience of education in this country, and no little 
acquaintance with the state of society in India, cannot 'affect 
to even suggest where the work will end.' What is certain 
is, that it is work in the right direction, and we may be con- 
fident that the success of this particular experiment must 
multiply simple centres of usefulness elsewhere. Lads who 
would have been demoralissed from their childhood by the 
vices of cruel and sensual despotisms, are being trained into 
useful members of society, and taught to decide between good 
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and evil. Girla who would have been recruited for the nautch, 
or possibly obtained evil advancement to the zenana^ are being 
educated into active school teachers or happy mothers of fami- 
lies. In the bare suppression of despotism we have bestowed 
an inestimable boon on India ; and we may hope sooner or 
later to see our relations with our Indian subjects established 
on the safe foundations of affection and gratitude.^' 
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MISSIONARIES OF THE SOCIETY, WITH THE DATE OF THEIR 

APPOINTMENT, AND THE WORK IN WHICH EACH ONE 

IS ENGAGED. 



Mm AoiE, Beyront, 1868 ; Jernsalem, 
1871. Teacher of the Jews* Societ7'0 
Girls* School. 

Miss Andrews, Lodiana, Pimjanb, 1869. 
Assistant to liiss Jebbom. 

• Miss P. Andrews, 1874. Ditto. 

Miss Asten, Oapetown, 1848. District 
Visiting and Tuition. Retired from 
active service. 

Miss Ghalus, Nazareth, 1871. Head 
Teacher in the Nazareth Orphanage 
and Day School. (Syrians and Mos- 
lems; language, Arabic.) 

Miss Cooke, Singapore, 1858. Boarding 
School; Bagged Schools; District 
Visiting; Scripture Beading Meetings; 
General Mission work. (Chinese and 
Malays; languages, Chinese, Malay, 
English.) One of her native teaehera 
and six of the jnipiU eupported frcnn 
home. (At home.) 

Miss Davidson, Lucknow, North India, 

1869. Zenana work. (Hindus and 
Mahometans ; languages,Urdu,Hindi.) 

Miss DoBBiB, Shemlan, Mount Lebanon, 

1868. Assistant to Miss Hioss. (See 

belowj 
t Miss Foster, Sinmpoze, Assistant to 

Miss Cooke, 1874. 
Miss Habdino, South Africa, 1841. 

(Kaffirs.) 
Miss Habt, Landonr, 1859; Madras, 

1870. Superintendent of the Euro- 
pean Militaiy Asylum. 

Miss Hioxs, Shemlan, Lebanon, 1859. 
Superintendent of Mrs. Watson's Na- 
tive Female Training School; Day 
School. (Syrians and Druses; lan- 
guages, Arabic, English.) Twenty of 
the girls and the Arabic teacJier sup- 
ported from home. 

Miss Hiaas, Assistant to Mi88 Jebbom, 
Lodiana. (See below.) 

Miss Houston, Singapore, 1864. As- 
sistant to Miss Cooke. 

Miss Jaoombs, Shemlan, 1868; Sidon, 
* On her way. 



1868. Teacher of the American 
Mission SohooL (Syrians; language, 
Arabic.) 

Miss Jebbom, Amritsur, Puojaub, 1860 ; 
Lodiana, 1867. Zenana Work; Fe- 
male Training Class ; Women's Meet- 
ings ; Christian Girls' Day and Infant 
Schools. (Hindus and Mahometans ; 
languages, Urdu, Persian, Hindi, Ptm- 
jabi. ) Two of her native teachers and 
nine of her pupils supported from 
home. 

Miss Johnstone, Hong Kong, As- 
sistant to Miss Ozlad, 1874. 

Miss Leioh, Cuttack, Orissa, East 
Indies. Boarding School for ** Famine 
Orphans ; " Day School (Uriyas and 
Ehonds; language, Uriya). Native 
teacher supported from heme. 

Miss Mabtin, Mistress of Home and of 
Schools for Jewish Girls, Constanti- 
nople, 1872. 

Miss Needham, Simla, 1872. (Euro- 
peans and Eurasians.) 

Miss OxLAD, Hong Kong, 1868. Three 
vernacular Day Schools; visiting 
among the women. (Language, Chi- 
nese.) 

t Miss Paokeb, Calcutta, 1854 ; Orissa, 
1865. Native Female Boarding School 
at Piplee. (Uriyas and Ehonds ; lan- 
guage, Uriya.) 

Mdlle. Pousaz, Delhi, 1872. Zenana 
work. 

Miss Rtan, Singapore, Assistant to 
Miss Cooke, 1855. 

Miss Stainton, Shemlan, 1864 ; Naza- 
reth, 1867 ; Sidon, 1871. Assistant 
to Miss Jaoombs. 

t Miss Stubbook, Peelton, South Africa, 
1868. Boarding and Day Schools. 
(Kaffirs.) 

Miss Tanneb, Nazareth, 1871. Second 
Teacher in the Nazareth Oxphanage 
and Day School. 

Miss Bobinson. Accepted for Syria. 

t At home. 
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SCHOOLS ASSISTED DURING THE YEAR IN ADDITION TO THOSE 

UNDER THE CARE OF THE SOCIETY'S MISSIONARIES 

MENTIONED ABOVE. 

[the small capitals indicate the names of those who were obioinally 

SENT out BT the SOCIETY, OB WHO BECEIYBD ASSISTANCE IN YABIOUS WAYS, IN 
THE COMPLETION OP THBIB PBEPABATION POB MIBSIONABY WOBE.] 



China. 

Amoy, Mrs. Sadler, Day School. (Ohi- 

nese.) 
Fowchow, Mrs. Wolfe, Day School. 

(Chinese.) 
Kalgan, Mrs. Gulick, Yisiting and 

itinerating among native women. 
Ningpo, Mrs. Barchet, Boarding and 

Day Schools. (Chinese.) 
Shanghai, Mrs. Mnirhead, Day School ; 

Bihle-woman. (Chinese.) 

Japan. 
Nagasaki, Bey. H.Bamside. (Japanese.) 

Burmah. 

Kemendine, Mrs. Ingalls. (Burmese 
women and girls.) One native teacher 
supported. 

India : Bengal Presidency. 

Bhagnlpore, Mrs. Droese, Orphanage, 
Day and Infant Schools. (Hindus, 
Santhals, and Mohammedans.) 
Various girls supported. 

Calcutta, Miss LesUe, Sale Institntion 
for the Daughters of Native Gentle- 
men. 

Ditto, Miss Neele. (Bengalis.) 

Intally, Mrs. Kerry, Day School. (Ben- 
galis.) 

Krishnagur, Mrs. Blumhardt and Miss 
Blumhabdt, Zenana Work ; Boarding 
and Day Schools. (Bengalis.) Two 
native teachers supported from home. 

Orissa, Cuttack, Mrs. Buckley, Orphan- 
age and Infant Schools. (Uriyas and 
Ehonds.) 

India : Madras Presidency. 

Cochin, Mrs. Bishop. 

Coimbatoor, Mrs. Walter Joss, Boarding 

School, and Caste Girls' Day School. 

(Tamil.) 



Madras, Mrs. Corbold, Boarding and 
Day School. (Tamils.) Two of her 
pupils supported from home. 

Ditto, Mrs. SattManadham, Zenana 
work. Zenana and other Schools. 
(Tamils.) A native Zenana worker 
and two pupils supported from home. 

Ditto, Mrs. Schaffter, Zenana work. 

Masulipatam, Mrs. Sharkey, Boarding 
Schools. (Teloogoos.) Various girls 
supported from home. 

Neyoor, Mrs. Lee. 

Pareychaley, Rev. J. E. Jones. Eight 
Day Schools supported from home. 

Suviseshapuram, Bev. E. Y. Harcourt, 
Boarding and Day Schools. (Tamils.) 
" Florence Munro " School and eight 
pupils supported from home. 

India : Bombay Presidency, 

Bombay, Bev. J. T. Robertson, " Bom- 
bay Box Fund." 

Ditto, Mrs. Weatherhead, ditto. 

Hyderabad, Mrs. Yabnold, Zenana 
work, Day School, Class at home. 
(Sindhis.) 

India : North-West Provinces. 

Agra, Miss Ellwanger, Day Schools, 
Zenana work. 

Amritsur, Mrs. Storrs, Orphanage. 

Benares, Mrs. Smith, Day School. 
(Hindus.) 

Delhi, Mrs. Winter, Zenana work. 
Widows' Training Class. (Hindus.) 

Fyzabad, Mrs. Beuther. 

Lucknow, Mrs. Daiible, Zenana work. 
Christian Girls' School, Bazaar 
School. (Hindus and Mohammedans.) 

Secnndra, Mrs. Erhardt, Female Or- 
phanage. (Hindus.) Fifty -one of the 
girls supported from home. 

Central India. 

Jubbulpore, Mrs. Champion, Yemacular 
Girls' School. (Hindus.) 
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Ceylon. 

Cotta, Mrs. Dowbiggin, Boarding 
School, several Day Schools. (Cinga- 
lese.) 

Nellore, Mrs. T. Good, Boarding School, 
fourteen Day Schools. (Tamil.) 
Two scJiooU supported by proceeds 
of tDork, arid one boarder by a suh- 
scription. 

South Africa, 

Cradock, Mrs. Taylor, Boarding and Day 
Schools. (Hottentots and Fingoes.) 

Eaffirland, All Saints', Mrs. Gobdon, 
Girls boarding with her. Oat-station 
Schools, Women's Glasses. (Kaffirs.) 
One native teacher supported by the 
Committee, 

Ditto, Newlands, Mrs. Maogs and Miss 
Bond, Day and Ont-station Schools, 
(Kaffirs and Fingoes.) Two boarders 
supported from home. 

Ditto, Port Elizabeth, Mrs. Greenstock, 
Day School. (Kaffirs.) 

Ditto, St. Mark's, Rev. H. T. Waters, 
Indastrial Employment for Women, 
Girls' School, Ont-station Schools. 



(Kaffirs, Fingoes, and Hottentots.) 
Ten native female teachers wholly ^ 
and others partly^ supported by pro- 
ceeds of work. 
Knapps Hope, Mrs. Kaiser. 

West Africa. 

Niger, Bight Ber. Bishop Crowtber, 
Day Schools, Girls boarding mth 
Missionaries' wives. (Negroes.) Two 
boarders supported from home* 

Sierra Leone, Miss Gaspari, Ghnroh Mis- 
sionary Free Institution.- (Negroes.) 
Four " Anna Braithwaite " Scholars 
supported by the Committee, 

Levant. 

Mount Lebanon : B'Shamoon, -Monnt 
Lebanon ; Day School established by 
Mrs. Watson. Two native teachers. 

Gairo, Miss M. L. Whately, Girls' 
School. (Gopts, Greeks, Moslems, 
Nubians.) 

Jaffa, Miss Abnott, Training School, 
Day School, Sunday Services, Weekly 
Prayer Meeting. (Syrians, Greeks, 
Jewesses.) 
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Baldwin, Mrs., E. E., 126. 
Bird, Rev. W., 25. 
Bishop, Mrs., 65, 87, 166. 
BKss, Rev. Dr., 108. 
Blomhardt, Miss, 22. 
Boultbee, Rev. Dr., 108. 
Buckley, Mrs., 12. 

Cairo, 113. 

Calcutta, 130, 138. 

Cedars of Lebanon, 49. 

Cherington, Rev. F. P., 111. 

China and the Chinese, 126. 

Chinese Girls' School, Singapore, 136. 

Constantinople Girls' School, 45, 53. 

Contrast, The, 60. 

Cottyam Girls' School, 65, 87, 166. 

Cry from Nazareth, 7. 

Cnttack, 12. 

Damietta, 103. 
Daughter of Sinim, 3, 19, 37. 
Day in Yugo, 146. 
Delhi, 40. 

Fyzabad, 1, 164. 
Fowchow, 162. 

Grbenbtock, Mrs., 33. 
GuUck, Mrs., 146. 

Halbane, a., Esq., 106. 

Hicks, Miss, 168. 

Hindoo Atonement, 85. 

Home for Egyptian Girls, Cairo, 113. 



Home Proceedings : 

Drawing Room Meeting, 105. 
Hong Kong, Letter from, 82. 
Hong Kong Vernacular Girls' School, 

98, 115, 162, 
Hope, Admiral Sir James, 109. 
How to Give, 80. 
Huchi, 185. 

Inattentive Little Gibls, 31. 
India, 159. 

Indian Contrasts, 193. 
Infanticide among the Rajpoots, 6. 

Jacohbb, Miss, 10. 

Jerrom, Miss, 81. 

"Jesus of Nazareth passeth by," 

123. 
Johanna, 82. 
Jones, Mrs., 191. 
Jones, Sibyl, Memorial of, 73. 

Kebbt, Mrs., 193. 
Krishnagur, 22. 

Lee, Mrs., 102. 

Letter from Hong Kong, 82. 

Letter from Singapore, 67. 

Letter from a Zenana Missionary, 

118. 
Lewis, Mrs. C. B., 180. 
Lucknow, Girls' School in, 50. 

Madaoascab, 107. 
Madras, 157. 
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Maria* 119. 

Memorial of Sybil Jones, 73. 

Mercy, the Nicobar Girl, 17. 

Naoebcoib Boabdino School, 191. 
Nazareth, 7, 68, 68, 123, 156. 
Newman, Mrs., 45, 53, 70, 92. 
Neyoor, 90. 

Neyoor Boarding School, 102. 
Neyoor Mission District, 94. . 

Obissa, 12, 28, 97, 129, 142, 161. 

Oade, 1, 164. 

Oxlad, Miss, 3, 19, 37, 98, 115, 162. 

Pacseb, Miss, 28. 

Page, Mrs., 85, 138. 

Papers for our Young Friends, 140. 

Pearse, Bev. J., 107. 

Peelton, South Africa, 119. 

Persian Text, for illuminating, 146. 

Philistia, Female Education in, 177. 

Piplee, 28. 

Plea for Zenanas, 180. 

Pon8ay,Madlle., 40. 

Poor Whites in India, 171. 

Quality op Pbotestant Ohabity, 77. 

Bachelica, 92. 

Bajpoots, Infanticide among the, 6. 

Besoue, to the, 15. 

Beuther, Mrs., 1, 164. 

Beview : That Goodly Mountain, and 

Lebanon, 29. 
Bodgers, G. J., Esq., 172. 



Byan, Miss, 17. 

Sale iNsnTrrnoK, Galcutta, 130. 
Sattianadham, Mrs. 157. 
Sewing and Sowing in Sychar, 23. 
Shaftesbury, Earl of, 109. 
Shemlan, Mount Lebanon, 25. 
Sidon, Girls' School, 10. 
Smgapore, 17, 67, 136. 
Sinim, a Daughter of, 3, 19, 37. 
Sontal, Districts of, India, 159. 
South Africa, Work in, 33. 
Sturrock, Miss, 119. 
Superstitions of the Gopts, 60. 

Takneb, Miss, 160. 

Thompson, Mrs., 90. 

Times, Gorrespondent of, 6, 159, 193. 

Visit to Tibebiab, 160. 

Watsoh, Mrs., 25, 43, 168. 
Wedding in a Poor Family in India 

111. 
Wolfe, Bey. John, 162. 
Whately, Miss M. L., 60, 103, 113. 
We have Seen His Star in the 

East, 179. . 

TuGO, Day in, 146. 

Zenana Mibsionaby, Extracts from 

Journal of a, 152. * 
Zenana Missionary, Letter from a, 

118. 
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